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ration of the mute, not only at their entiance
on the chofen fubjeét, but alfo at thofe parts where they
wifh to appear finking under the preffurc of its increafing
importance. Thus, while they only feem to exprels
a modeft fenfe of their own inequality to fo arduous a
tafk, they roufc the reader’s attention from any accidental
languor, and heighten his ideas of what he is told the

powers of human genius would fall fhort of, without.

fupernatural affitance. Though the prefent undertaking
is not a work of fancy, but a careful regifter of taéts ;
and though whatever difficulties may occur in the exe-
cution, no mufe isto be invoked, nor any poetical artifice
employed ;7 yet the peculiar delicacy and magnitude of
the eventg that remain to be defciibed muft afford fojne
claim to i more than ordinary degree of indulgence. it
is not eafy to fteer a fafe courfe of hiftory through the
rage ofCivil war, and to reconcile the {urvivors of this
Iral conteft to a faithtul picture of the faults as
s merits of themoit diftinguifhed attors in each
“feene, But a facred regard for truth fuperfedes evcl:'y

other

l



A. D. 1778, GEORGE. lII. s
ether confideration ; and though it is natural for 2 man fin-
cerely attached to hisking and country, tolovethe fricnds,
and to hate the enemies of both; yet, when he affumes
the office of an hiftorian, he muft diveft himfelf of thefe
affetions, and, according to the excellent rulelaid down
in the motto prefixt to this voluine, he muft be ready, on
many occaons, to fpeak largely in the praifes even of
an enemy, when his conduct deferves applaufe, nor ferue
ple to condemn his deareft friends, as often as their ations
call for cenfure.

II. The ftorm, which had been fo long gathering
in the weftern hemifphere, began now to break in violent
and reiterated flathes, Mallachufet’s Bay, where the
{pirit of refitance to lawtulauthority had f!:'ﬂ: appeared,
was deftined alfo to feel the firft fhocks of the terrible
explofion, A new provingial congrefs met early in the
year, and left no means of alarm untried to increafe the
ardour of military preparations. They told their contti-
tuents, that the fuddem deftrution of that colony was
intended ; and therefore urged the militia in general, and
the minute-men in particular, to {pare neither tune, pains,
nor expence in perfefting themfelves for actual fervice.
The fhritt difcipline and cautious conduét of the
king’s forces, even when fent to make feizures of pow-
der or ftores depofited at different places in the vicinity
of Bofton, inftead of convincing the country people that
the {word would be drawn with the utmoit reluétance,
ferved only to infpire them with greater boldnefs in their
plans of determined oppofition. An inftance of this
occurred on the twenty fixth of February, when a fimall
detachment, which had been ordered to Salem for the

urpofe of fecuring fome brafs cannon and held-pieces,
ﬁearing, on their arrival there, thatthe ordnance was car-
ried off that very morning,and being induced to rarchin-
to the country with the hope of recovering it, were daringly
obftruéted in their defign by a party ol unarmed pegiants,
‘The latter took up a drawbridge that lay over a final}
river where the troops were to pals; and perempiprily
r¢fufed to let it down, alledging that the road was not 2

A pubiic



GEORGE IIL, A.D. 1775,
public one, and that the bridge was private pioperty.
The commanding officer, feeing a boat in the river, was
about to make ule of it for tranfporting his men; but
fome of the Americans jumped into the boat, and with
axes began to cut holes in the bottom ; which occafioned
a fcuffle between them and the foldiers. At this junc-
ture, a clergyman, who had been a witnefs of the whole
t1anfaétion, very prudently interpofed ; and finding that
the point of honour, with refpedt to making good the
paliage, was the principal objeét with the military, it
being now too late in the evening to profecutetheir origi-
nal purpofe, he prevailed upon the people to let down
the budge. The troops then crofled over, merely in
exercife of: the right which they claimed; and returned
immediately after. Every ciicumftance tended to fhew
upon what a flender thread the peace of the empire hung;
and that the leaft exerfion of force would curtaini
biing things to extiemities. A fecond expedition, whidx
foon took place, had this fatal iffuc.

III. General Gage having 1eceived intelligence, that
a confiderable quantity of ftores, purchaled by the agents

.fcx the provincial congrefs, was colletted at Coucord,
a town about twenty miles from Bofton, thought it expe-
dicnt to fend oft the grenadiers and light infantiy of his
aimy, under the command of lLeutenant cclonel Smith,
to deftioy that magazine. The detachment, confifting
of between eight and nine hundred men, embarked in
boats on the mght preceding  the nineteenth of April,
and having gone a little way up Charles river, landed

*at u place called Phipps’s Farm, whence they proceeded
towards Concord with the greatett filence and difpatch
poflible.  Care was alfo taken by fome officers on horfe-
back to fcour the roads, and to fecure every perfon who
came in their way, But, notwithflanding thefe precan-
tions, they had advanced only a few miles, when it was
purceived, by the firing of gunsand the ringing of bells,
that the country was alarmed. Upon this difcovery, the
olonel ordered major Pitcairne, with fix companies of

_the light infantry to maich forwiud in all hafte, and to

get
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get poflefion of the two bridges on different roads lead-
jng off from the oppofite fide of Concord. Thele com-
panies reached Lexington, juft fifteen miles from Bofton,
at five in the morning ; but finding the mulitia of that
town diawn up on a green adjoining to the road, the
niajor, who led the van, ordered the rebels inan author-
tative tone to difperfe. They did fo, though with evident
marks of reluctance and confufion ; but winle they feemed
retiring, feveral guns were fired upon the king’s troops,
from behind a wall, and from fome neighbouiing houlcs,
which wounded one man, and fhot major Pitcairne’s hoi fe
in two places.  The Britifh foldiers, thus irritated by
a treacherous and fkulking enemy, made a general dif-
charge, in which eight ot the mulitia were killed, and
fome others wounded : the reft difperfed in an inftant.
The light intantry, having been delayed by this unex-
pected rencounter, were now joined by the grenadiers,
and continued their maich in a body till they got near
“oncord, where they perceived another moie numerous
party of militia affombled upon a hdl that com-
manded the entiance of the town. ‘The light infantry
was ordered to diflodge them, whillt the grenadiers
purfued the diteft 10ad 1o Concord. At the approach
of the Britifh troops, the militia fled over one of the
bridges on the other fide of Concord, where the light
infantiy immediately potted themfelves. ‘The grenadiers
inn the mean time executed the purpofc of their expedition,
by deftroying the ordnance and flores 3 after which they
quitted the town; and the light miantry being then
called off tiom a fharp fkitmith with themilitia who had
returned tu the charge at rhe bridge, the whole detach-
ment began their march back to Bofton. The countiy was
now up in arms; and not only the rear of thearmy was
aflailed by a continually increafing multitude of purluers,
but a gallihg though irregular fire was direCted againft
the flanks, as they pafled along, from behind trees,
houfes, and hedges, which fupplied the place of lines and
redoubts. It happened fortunately, that general Gage,
apprehenfive of the danger of the leivice, had deta}chzd.
or
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lord Percy early in the morning with fixteen companies
of foot, fome marines, and two field pieces, to fupport
colonel Smith; and that they were arrived at Lexington
by the time the others had returned from Concord.
Lord Percy immediately formed his detachment into a
fquare, in which he inclofed colonel Smith’s party, who
were almoft exhaufted with fatigue. In that pofition,
the troops took fome refrefhment, and then refumed their
march, during the 1emainder of which they were annoyed,
as before, by an inceflint fire, which they could "not
return with any effect, as the Americans were concealed,
and kept running from front to flank, and from flank to
rear, loading their pieces at one place, and difcharging
them at another. The united detachments did not
reach Bofton till fun fet : ‘their lofs, though great, fell
fhort of what might be expeted from their perilous and
expofed fituation in the courfe of fo long and haraffing a
march :_fixty five were killed, one hundred and thirty fix
wounded, and forty nine miffing. The lofs of the pro-
vincials amounted to fixty men, two thirds of whom were
killed. Itwas not long before both parties were engaged
in a much more obftinate and bloody conflict.

VI, The retwn eof the Britith forces, though it na<
turally followed the accomplifhment of the purpofe for
which they had been fent, was reprefented all over the
country as a defeat ; and fo much were the people of the
province elated with their fuppofed viétory; that nothing
now was talked of but driving the kings troops out of
Bofton. Their indignation and revenge were alfo in-
flamed by defcriptions of wanton cruelties faid to have
been committed by the regulars in their retreat, and by
a report that the grand objeét of the enterprife was to
feize Hancock and Adams, two of themoft popular mem-
bers of the provincial congrefs. ‘The only circumftance,
which coul«r give any plaufibility to this report was the
order to fecure the bridges beyond Concord ; though fuch
a-jpeafure muft have been deemed neceffary to prevent the
ftopes from being carried off that way. As to the char-

“ggs of unprovoked butchery and havoc, the chara&ter of
Britifh



A D778, GEORGE III. 9
Britifh foldiersistoo welleftablifhed to be injured by themj
and they alfo came with a very bad grace from invifible
aflailants, who dealt out murder from behind their coverts
with unmanly cowardice,~~who weie known even to
fcalp fome of their vié¢tims upon that occafion,—and who
atterwards endeavoured, in the fameaffaflin {pirit, to ftab
the reputation of troops, whom they dared not encounter
in the open field. Thofe libels, however, being fanc-
tioned by the congrefs, had the defired cffeét : the militia
poured in fo faft from all the diftant parts of the province,
that an army of twenty thoufand men was foon affernbled
under the command ot coloncls Ward, Pribble, Heath,
Pueleot, and Thomas, who aétedas temporary generals,
and having fixed their head quartersat Cambridge, formed
a line of encampment, the right wing of which extended
fiom that town to Roxburgh, and the left to the river
Myttic, the diftance between the points being about
thurty miles.  They ftrengthened this line with artillery ;
and were fpeedily joined by a large detachment of troops
from Conneéticut, under colonel Putnam, an old officer
who had ferved with great reputation in the two laft wars.
Rules and orders for the government of this army were
publithed by the C‘;rovincia.l congrefs, who allo voted the
iluing of a confiderable fum 1n paper currency to defray
its expences, for the 1edemption of which the faith of
the province was pledged. The fame congrefs pafied a
1efolution on the fifth of May, declaring that general
Gage had, by the late tranfactions, utteily difqualified
himfelf from ferving that colony as a governor, or in any
other capacity; and that, therefore, no obedience was
due to him ; but on the contrary, that he was ¢obe con-
fidered and guarded againft as an-inveterate enemy. The

f General took no notice of this defamatory and rebellious
.manifefto: the troogs he had with him being barely fut-
ficient for the purpoles of defence, he quietly waited for
reinforcements from England, which arrived about the
end of May. Thefe weie foon fullowed by fome regi-
ments from Ireland ; and though the number of the
whole did not exceed ten thoufand ftrong, being equal
t

| (VR
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to little more than a third of the provincial army that
blockaded Bofton, yet the former were at leaft refpeétable,
it not formidable, from thé excellence of the troops, and
the high charater of the principal officers. But the
commander in chief, though abrave man and truly ami-
ble, wanted fome of the molt effential requifites in fo im-
portant a ftation, fagacity, decifion, fecrecy, and vi-
ur. To thefe defeéts the failure of the attempt at Sa-
em, and the lofs fuftained in the expedition to Concord,
might in a greater meafure be afcribed. But general
Gage's neglect, immediately after the arrival of the re-
inforcements, to fecure fuch of the furrounding heights
as commanded the town or harbour of Bofton, was at-
tended with irreparable injury. The troops remained
above a fortnight inatively and inglorioufly cooped up
within the former narrow limits. proclamation was
at length iflued by general Gage, offering a tree par-
don to all thofe who fhould forthwith lay down their arms,
John Hancock and Samuel Adams excepted ; and threat-
ening with punithment all fuch as thould delay to avail
themlelves of the proffered mercy. Martial law was alfo
declared to be in force in the province, until peace and
order fhould be fo far reftored that juttice migat be again
adminiftered in the civil courts. Thete empty menaces
not producing any effeft, fome plan of offenfive meae
fures became neceffary ; but even in this the tardy Bri-
tith commander was anticipated by the more aétive and
vigilant provincials. Adjacent to the peninfula of Boi-
ton, on the north, is another of fimilar form, entirely
furrounded by navigable water, except where it is joined
to the main land by an ifthmus, fomewhat wider and more
acceflible than Bofton Neck. In the centre of the pen-
infula rifes an eminence, called Bunker’s Hill, with an'
eafy afcent from the ifthmus, but ficep on every othew
fide ; and at the bottom of the hill, towards Bofton, ftands
Charleftown, both places being teparated only by Charles
river, which is about as broad as the Thames at London"
Bridge. Bunker’s Hill was fufficiently high to overlook
any past of Boftonyand neay enough to be within ca;;non
ot
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fhot. - It is impoffible to excufe general Gage, for ne-
gle&ing to occupy a poft from which he was fo liable to
be annoyed. He faw his error, but too late, on the
moming of the feventeenth of June, when it was difco-
vered that the Americans had, in the courfe of the pre-
ceding night, thrown up a confiderable intrenchment at
Bunker's Hill, with a ftrong redoubt, and a breaft work,
that was in fome parts cannon Eroof. The firft alarm
was given at day break by the Lively man of war; and
fome other fhips foon joined in a heavy, but ineffetual
fire againft the new fortifications. A battery of fix guns
was alfo opened upon them from Cop’s Hill, in Bofton ;
and about noon, a detachment from the army was land-
ed near Charleftown, under the command of major-gene-
ral Howe and brigadier-general Pigot, with orders to
“iflodge the enemy. The troops were formed without
oppofition as foon as they landed ; but the geneals per-
ceiving that the provincials were firongly pofted on the
heights, that they were already in great force, and that
large columns were every moment coming in to their af-
fiftance, thought it neceffary to apply for a reinforce-
ment.  On obtaining this, the whole detachment, con-
fifting now of more than two thoufand men, moved on
in two lines, the light infantry on the right, and the
grenadiers on the left, the former toattack the intrench-
ments, and the latter to ftorm the redoubt. The af-
* {ault was preceded by a fevere fire of cannon and howit-
zers, the troups halting at intervals, to give time to the
artillery to produce fone effe®. ‘The left wing, com-
* manded by general Pigot, had alfo, inr advancing, te
1 contend with fome men pofted in the houfes in ‘Charlef-
‘town ; and in this conflict, the town was fet on fire and
Surnt to the ground. The provincials upor the hill, fe-
cure behind their intrenchments, and checked by the
authority and experience of the brave old Putnam, re-
ferved their fire for the near approach of the Britifh troops,
* wi.na clofe and inceflant difcharge of mufketry took
place, the men in the works, as foon as they emptied
their pieces, being fupplied with others ready lg;c{\ed.
* ¢

’
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The affailants were thrown into fome diforder by this
continued blaze of death, and gave way i feveral parts,
It is faid, that general Howe, who led onthe right wing,
was, for a few feconds, lcft nearly alone, moft of thé ot-
ficers round his perfon being either killed or wounded.
At this junéture, general Clinton, who arrived from
Bofton during the engagement, was eminently fervicea-
ble in rallying the troops, and by a happy manceuvre al-
moft inftantaneoufly brought them back to the charge.
The Buitifh foldiers, ftung with the reflettion of having
given way before an enemy whom they defpifed, now
retw ned with iircfiftible impetuofity, forced the intrench-
ments with fixed bayonets, and diove the Americans
from their works. ‘The latter, thus driven, fled with
precipitation; but as no purfuit was ordered, they were_
fuffered to retire unmolefted, except in pafling Chailef.
town Neck, which was enfiladed by the guns ot the
Glafgow floop of war and fome floating Latteries 5 and
here the provincials fuftained their gieatett lofs. The
wliole, however, amounted, according to their own ac-
counts, only to four hundred and forty nine men, of
whom one hundred and foity five were killed or
tiffing, and the reft wounded. But the victory was
more dearly J)unchafed by the Britifh troops, of whom two
hundred and twenty fix were killed, and eight hundred
and twenty eight wounded, ninetcen commiffioned offi-
cers being amongft the former, and feventy amongft the
latter. The deaths of lieutenant coloncl Abercrombie,
and of majors Pitcairne, Williams, and Spendlove, who
-fignalized themfelves in an eminent degree on this fathl
day, were fincerely regretted by the whole army. The
Americans alfo loft fome officers of rank ; but they la;
mented mofl the fate of Dr. Warren, the prefident of the’
provincial congrefs, who ating as a major- general, com:
manded the party in the redoubt, and was killed, fighting
gallantly at their head. .

V. Few engagements are free from unfortunate abei-
dents, or miftakes; and one which occurred in the aftion
at Bunker’s Hill, is (uppofed ta have rendered that day

mor
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more-difaftrous than it would have otherwife been to the
Britith forces. During the battle, a fupply of cannon-
ball, fent from Bofton, was found to be of larger dimenfi-
ons than fitted the calibres of the field-pieces, lo as to pre-
vent the farther uie of the artillery. But the plan and
condu&t of the attack deferved much keener cenfure. It
has been aflerted that it the Symmetry traniport, whicle
drew little water, and mounted eighteen nine pounders,
had been towed up Myftic channel, on the north fide of
the peninfula of Charleftown, and brought to, within
mufket-fhot of the left flank of the provincials, which
was quite naked; or if a covered bodt, mufket-proof,
carrying a heavy piece of cannon, had been towed clofe in,
one charge on their uncovered flank would have diflodged
them in 2 moment. Another abfurdity, which from the
nature of the enterprife feems peculiarly unaccountable,
was encumbering tEe foldiers with three days provifions
and knaplacks on their backs, which, togethur with car-
touche-box, ammunition, and firelock, may be eftimated
at one hundred and twenty five pounds weight.  Under
fuch a load, enough of itfelf to exhauft them before they
came to action, they were ordered in the middle of a hot
fummer’s day, to afcend a fteep hill, covered with grats
reaching to their knees, and interfeéted by the walls and
fences of various inclofui es, and in the very face of a moft
deftiuétive and wnremitted fire; when all the difficul-
ties and the greater part of the danger might have been
avoided by landing them in the rear of the provincial
intrenchment. This would allo have 1endered the breaft-
work of the Americans ufele(s; and gheir whole detach-
ment, being thereby inclofed in the peninfula, muft either
have furrendered at difcretion, or attempted to cut their
way through the Britifh line. Even in purfuing the other
plan, it was injudicious to make the aflault on thewhole
front, inftead of confining theattack to the enemy’s left
wing, which was covered with nothing more .than a
brealt-work of rails and hay, eafy to be fcrambled over;
and behind it was an open hill that commanded their
redoubt and lines, Thus error was crowded upon error,

Vor. III. B as
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as if to put the valour, perleverance, and difcipline of
the Britith troops to the fevereft trial; and after they
had routed three times their own number, in {pite of every
difadvantage, the fplendor of their fuccefs was obfcwed
by not receiving any orders to purfue the flying enemy.
The latter had even fome colour tor buafting that, though
they were driven from a poft, they had nearly all the
effelts of a complete viftory, as they put a ftop to the
offenfive operations of an enemy fent to fubdue them,
and immediately after the a&ion threw up .works upon
another eminence, oppofite to Bupker’s hill, on their fide
of Charleftown ; fo that the Britifh troops were as clofely
invefled in that peninfula as they had before been in
Bofton. The blockade was continued during the
remainder of the year, without any decifive efforts on
cither fide.

VI. In the mcan time, ‘the gencral congrefs, which
had met at Philadelphia on the tenth of May, regardlefs
of a circular letter from Loid Daitmouth, forbidding in
the king’s name the eletion of delegates, proceeded to
exercife all the powers of a fupreme legiflative body.
Among their firlt afts were refoluticns for raifing an
4rmy, and eftablifhing a large paper currency for its pay-
ment ; alfo a declaration that, by the late violation of
the charter of Maflachufet’s Bay, the compaét between
thecrown and that colony was diffolved. rd North's
conciliatory propofition having been 1eferred to them by
the provincial affemblies, was unanimoufly rejefted as
unreafonable and infidious 5 and this 1ejeétion determined
“its fate in all the colonies. Even Georgia, though pecu-
liarly favouyed by the Britifh government, joined in the
general alliance; and both New Yok and Carolina,
notwithftanding their former moderation, had alfo fent
delegates to the congrefs. From thefe acceflions to the
confederacy, they henceforward affumed the title of The
Thirteen United Colonies. Congrefs did not make any
immediate or dire& reply to general Gage’s proclamation ;
but they had already chofen the profcribed Hancack for
their prefident, under whofe fignature a ¢ Declaration”

was
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was publifhed by their order on the fixth of July, fetting
forth the caufes and neceflity of their clofing with the
appeal, which, they faid, was made by the Britifh legif-
lature from reafon toarms. , After entering intoa detail
of all theold grievances, they pretend to defcribe the late
hoftilities, but take care to fix the charge of aggreffion
on the Britith troops. They reproach general Gage
with having ¢ vemecf the grofleft falfhoods and calumnies
againft the good people of the colonies,” and with a
cruel and perfidious breach of his folemn promife to the
inhabitants of Bofton, that they fhould have liberty to
quit the town, and to take with them their other property,
if they would lay down their arms, though when this
was done, he ordered the arms to be feized by his fol-
diers, and detained the greateft part of the inhabitants
in the town, compelling the few, who were fuffered to
retire, to leave their moft valuable effects behind. The
Declaration farther ftates, that endeavours had been ufed '
by the Britifh government to inftigate the Canadians and
Indians to attack the colonifts; that fchemes had alfo
been formed to excite domeftic enemies againtt them ; and
that, in fhort, a part of the provincesalready felt, ¢ and
all of them were fure of feeling, as far as the vengeance
of adminiftration could infli¢t them, the complicated
calamities of fire, fword, and famine.” After fome
farther remarks on, the guilt and infamy of entailing
hereditary bondage on fucceeding generations, the con-
grefs immediately aflume a loftier tone, and ftrive to in-
ipire their conftituents with refolution and confidence.
¢ Our internal refources,” fay they, ¢ are great; and,
if neceffary, foreign affiftance is undoubtedly attainable.
‘We gratefully acknowledge as fignal inftances of the di-
vine favor towards us, that his providence would not per-
mit us to be called into this fevere controverfy, until we
were grown up to our prefent ftrength, had been Ju‘ -
vioufly exercifed in warlike operations, and poflefled of
the means of defendin ourléms.“ But, as the congrefs
ere fenfible, that,the%)int of foreign affiflance, though
phey "t el g1 TP ot vt
_ inhabitants
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inhabitants of other parts of the empire, wheie they wee
thill defirous of 1etaining partilans, they wtfully ftrove
to foften the impreflion by adding, ¢ that nceeiity had
not yet driven them into that defperate meafure, not in-
duced them to excite any other nation to war againt their
fellow-{ubjets: that they had not raifed aimies with

, ambitious defigns of {cpatating from the mother country
and eftablifhing independent ftates ; and that they only
meaned to defend their 1ights and property fiom unpio-
voked violence. This declmation was followed by dif-
tinét addrefles to the people ot Great Britain and ot Ire-
land, more fully infifting upon the fame pomts ; and by
a fecond petition to the king, which was certainly ex-
prelled in fuch guarded, refpeéttul, and conciliatory terms,
that it femed to deferve the appellation given it of ¢ the
Olive branch.” But the peifons who drew up and fubferib-
ed this petition, weie tonder in their hearts of the laurcl
than of the olive; and though they wifhed to gamn time
by delufive profeflions of peace and loyalty, their fecret
aim was diteCted to war and republicanifim. A jult
idea of their real lentiments mult therefore be formed
from their conduét—not from their language.

VII. Soon after the vote for raifing an aimy, the com-
miflion of general and commanderin chief was given by
congrefs to George Wathington, Efq. a gentleman of
affluent fortune in Virginia, who had dittinguifhed him-
felf early in lite by his gallant exertions in the late war,
Earticu]arly ontheday of Braddock's defeat, when, at the

ead of the provincial militia, he covercd the retreat of
the regular troops, and prevented their total deftruétion.
So univerial, was the high opinion of his talents and his
virtues, that the voice of the people may be faid to' have
directed the appointment; and no man ever more tully
juftified the hopes ot his countiy. The congrefs allo
nominated Artemas Ward, Chades Lee, Philip Schuy-
ler,and Ifrael Putnam major-generals, and Horatio Gates
adjutant general.  Ward, Schuyler and Putnam were
natives ol America: Gates and Lee were Engliihmen:
they had both acquired lome reputation during the laft

. war ;
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war: - Lee in particular had fignalized himfelf in the
defence of Portugal; but his difdain of fuperiority
made him eager to join the ftandard of rebellion, where,
however, his pride afterwaids met with more ftinging
mortifications than he had ever experienced in the fervice
of his lawful fovereign. ‘Thefe, and fome other arrange-
ments for the fupport of the army being made, congrels
foon threw off the matk, and no longer adhering to the
plauiible fyftem of mere defence, formed a bold fcheme
of hoftile invafion. A variety of circumftances concur-
red to point out Canada as an inviting objeét of attack.
Its fituation, at the back of the other colonies, ftretching
from Nova Scotia almoft to the fouthern extremity of
Penfylvania, left it very much expofed to inroads, and
made it, at the fame time, a defirable acquifition for
the fecurity of all the adjoining fettl:ments. ‘The fuft
congrefs had, by their infinuating addrefs, confiderably
weakened the attachment of the inhabitants of that pro-
vince to its governors, and filled them with prejudices
againft the Quebec act, which was reprefented as a vio-
lation of the moft facred compaéts,—as an attempt to
rivet the chains of’ arbitrary power on thofe new fubjetts
ot Great Britain, and to deprive them for ever of the
chief bleffings refulting from her conftitution. 1In con-
fequence of thefe fuggeftions, the Fiench Canadians
ecamz as much dilgufted with the att as the Britith
fettlers; and when lately called upon by general Carlton
to take up arms, they abfolutely refufed to interfere in

any difputes that might arife between the mother county
and her natural chuldren.  But the prefent congrefs, well
knowing that general’s zeal, enterprifing {pirit, and mili-
ary talents, were convinced that as foonas his authority
was fupported by the anival of a body of Englith torces,
e would compel the people implicitly to obey him, and
to fecond any defigns he might foim againtt an open and
yidely extended frontier. They rcﬁfved, therefore, to
{eize the moment of weaknefs and difaffeftion, and to
carry the war at once into the very heart ot Canada,
theugh fuch a ftep expofed to the world the fallacy of all

’ ’ B3 theix
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their formey profuffions.  In vaundid they endeavour to
valliate o flagrant a deviation from the line which they
Lad traced out for their conftituents. It torally changed
the nature of the ground on which they pretended to
ttand in the ftruggle with the Britith legiflature.  Oppo-
fition to government had hitheito been kept up under
the fhew at leaft, and on the avowed principle of main-
taining certain 1ights and immunitics of the people, which
wute faid (o be unjuitly invaded. Rehftance, w fuch a
cafe, fuppofing the premiles to be fainly ftated, was
looked upon by many as confittent with the fpinit of the
Britith conftitution, and as fanétioned by precedents of
the firlt authonty. At any rate, while they pro-
ceeded no farther in their difobedience, mankind might
remain divided in opinion on the reétitude of their beha-
viour, and on the nice quettions of 1ight or wiong, jul-
tice or injuftice, oppreflion or ygood governmunt.  But
to 1ender themfelves du e&ly the aggcflors, and not
content with vindicating their real oo pretended rights,
to fly wantonly in the tace of the fovercign, carry war
into his domunions, and invade a piovinee to which they
had no claim, was fuch an outiage, as not only to over-
throw every plea of jultifiable 1efitance, but placed
im the ftrongeit hght the hitherto concealed motives and
ultimate views of the leaders and fomenters of the Ame-
rican rebellion.

VIII. In purfuance of the refolutions of congrefs to
attack Canada, generals Schuyler and Montgomery were
difpatched with three thoufand men to Lake Champlain,
acrofs which flat-bottomed boats were to convey them,
down the river Sorrel.  Crown Point near the fouthern
extiemity of Lake Champlain, and Ticonderoga at the
north end of Lake George, which form, as it were, the
gates of Canada on that quarter, had been already {ecured
by a party of private adventuras under the command
of one Ethan Allen, whom they called theix colonel,
though he had not any commiffion from the congrefs.
General Montgomery, on his arrival at Crown Point
with a party of the foices deftined for the expedition,

havine
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having reccived intelligence that a large fchoorrer and fume
other armed veflels, which lay at the tort of St. John on
the 1iver Sorrcl, were piepating to enter the lake and
thercby effeétually obttruét his defign, proceeded dueétly
to a little ifland, called Uleaux Noix, which commands
the entrance of the lake, and took neceffary meafures to
gaard againft the paflage of thofe vefiels. ~ Being joined
by Schuyler a few days after, they wae induced to try
tne fuccels of 1 ludden attack on St. John's; but they
found that fort fo well gainfoned and provided, and weie
fo vigoioutly attacked by a confiderable body of In-
dians in their appreach to it, that they foon felt the
neceflity of returning to their former ftation on the
ifland, and of deferring their operations until the
arrival of the artillery and 1ciatorceinents which were
expected.

IX. Inthis interval Schuyler returned to Albany, in
oider to conclude a treaty which he bad been for fome
time negociating with the Indians in that quarter ; but
being detained there by bufinefs and by indifpofition,
the command of the detachinent devolved of courfe on
Montgomery. This officer, who was eminently quali-
fied for any military fervice, on being joined by the
remainder of his own troops, and by icveral parties of
Indians whom he had gained over to his fide, refolved
to advance immediately and lay fiege to St. John's,
before which he encamped on the feventeenth ot Septem-
ber. Neaily at the fame time, the adventurer Ethan
Allen thought to fignalize and raife himfelf into impo -
tance by fui prifing the town of Montieal, which he at-
tempted at the head of about a hundred andsfifty Ame-
ricans and Indians, without communicating his inten-
tions to Montgomery, or endeavouring to procure any
other aflitance.  The event was {uitable to the temei ity
of the undertaking. Being met at fome diftance fiom
the town by the militia and a few regulars under the
command of major Campbell, he was defeated and taken
prifoner, with near torty of his party, fuch of the reft as
turvived efcaping in the woods. X. Mon-



20 GEORGE 1. A. Dy 1775,
X. Montgomery’s progrefs in the fiege of St. John
was very much retarded by the want of fufficient ammu-
pition, as well as by the intrepid and vigorous refiftance
of the garrifon, though greatly inferior in number to the
aflailants. The whole military foyce of Canada at the
time of its being invaded did not exceed two regiments,
the feventh and the twenty fixth, containing together
about eight hundred men. ~ Five hundred of thefe, under
the command of major Prefton, were pofted at St. John's;
and the defenceof another little fortrefs called Chamblée,
which lay five miles farther in the country, was intrufted
to major Stopford, of the feventh regiment, at the head
of one hundred and fixty men. General Carleton did
not neglect any other means in his power to relieve aor
fecure thofe important forts. By the greatett exertions,
he collefted at Montreal near a thoufand men compofed
rincipally of Canadians, and with thefe he intended to
foin fome new Jevies under colonel Maclean, who had
been ordered to haften from Quebec to the part where the
yiver Sorrel difcharges itfelf into the gulfof St. Lawrence,
whence the unired forces were to march direftly to the
relief of St. John's. But upon the general’s attempting to
afs over from Montreal, his landing was oppoled by a
Eody of provincials at Longueil, who had planted two
pieces of cannon on the fhore, with which they eafily re.
pulfed the Canadians, and forced general Carleton to
relinquith his defign, Nor was colonel Maclean more
fortunate; for though he had with unwearied diligence
ot together about fix hundred men at the poft where he
was ordered, yet being fiercely attacked by fome provin-
aials, and the news of general Carleton’s repulle arriving
at the (xme junéture, he was deferted by almoft halt his
followers who were natives of the country; and he there-
fore thought it advifeable, without waiting for farther
inftruétions, to return to Quebec with the reft of his
party, confifting of Scotch emigrants, who had lately
arrived in America, but in confequence of the troubles
had not obtained fettlements. '
XI. A detachment of Montgomery's army had now
' mad«
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made'themiclves mafters of Fort Chamblée, the acquifi+
tron of which was of the greater importance, as they
found there one hundred and twenty four barrels of gun-
powder, befides other ftores, which enabled the American
comnuander to pufth the fiege of St. John's with treth
vigour. The ganifon held out to the laft with the ut-
moft fortitude and perfeverance ; but the hopes of 1elief
being entirely cut off, and their provifions and ammunition
exhautked, they were under the neceffity of furrendering
on the thirteenth of November. Immediately on this
event, as Montieal was incapable of making any defence,
genural Carleton did not ftay there to wait the certain
udvance of a victorious enemy only twelve miles diftant,
but was conveyed down the river, by favour of a dark
.night, in a whale-boat with muffled paddles, patt the
provincial guirds and batteries, and he arrived fafely
at Quebec which he found environed with danger from

an unexpeted quarter,
XII. Colonel Arnold, an aétive and enterprifing offi-
cer m the lervice of congrefs, having obtained general
Wathington’s approbation of a plan for penetrating into
the lower part ot Canada by aroute hitherto untried, had
fet off from the camp near Bofton in the middle of Sep-
tember, at the head of about el.ven hundred inen; and
atter fuffering incrediblg hardfhips in traverfing a rude
and pathlels wilderuels, atcending by the Kennebeck and
deteending by the Chandiere, he at length reached the
plains of Canada in fix weeks after his departure from
Bofton, and encamped oppofite to Quebec at a fpot called
Point Levi. But notwithftanding the confternation
occafioned by his fudden appearance, and the fuppoled
impoflibility of fuch an atchievement, he was repulfed
‘with great flaughter in his fielt attempt to force the
gate of St. Lewis on the fourteenth of November. This
was chiefly owing to the very judicious and gallant con-’
du of colonel Maclean, who, with his faithtul adherents,
had entered the city the evening betore.  General Carle-
ton arrived on the twentieth ; and Arnold, fully convinced

ot



22 GEORGE ILI. A.D. 1775,
of the fruitleflnefs of any faither efforts without artillery,
which he could not have brought with him, refolved to
wait for Montgomery’s arrival. The latter had been
detained, after the capture of Montreal, in preparing
batteaux with light aitillery to be employed againit fome
armed veflcls, on board of which were brigadier general
Prefcot and feveral other pfficers, with a large quantity
of military ftores. They were foon obliged to furrender,
it being 1mpraéticable to fave the fhips; and Montgo-
mery having lett fome troops in the forts, and fent detach-
ments into different parts of the province to tempt the
Canadians to engage in the rebellion, as well as to forward
fupplies, puthed on with as man{imen as could be {pared
trom thefe fervices to join Amold at Point Levi.
XIII. On the fifth of December the junétion took
flace, and though a flag which Montgomery fent witha
ummons was fired at from the town, and all correlpond-
ence forbidden, he found other means to convey a letter
to general Carleton, magnitying his own ftrength, ftating
the weaknefs of the garrifon, fhewing the impoffibility
of relief, and recommending an immediate {fuirender, to
avoid the dreadful confequences of aftorm. But neither
threats nor dangers could produce any effeét on the in-
flexible fiumnefs of the veteran govemor. The refources
of his genius and the animating effet of his example
counterbalanced every difadvantage. His firft care had
been to oblige all thofe to quit the town with their fami- *
lies, who refufed to take up arms in its defence. His
whole garrifon then amounted only to fifteen hundred
men, anumber, {uppofing them even the beft troops, very
dxl‘prorortioned to the defence of fuch extenfive works : but
it could fcarcely be faid that any of them were regulars
colonel Maclean’s fmall corps being newly raifed, an
the only company of the f{uventh regiment which had
efcaped being taken confitting prin¢ipally of recruits s the
reft were compofed of the Biitith and French militia, a.
few marines, and about four hundred and fifty feamen
longing to the king’s frigates and to the merchant thips
ghat wintered in the harbour.  Their bravery, how;v:r,
g their «
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their allivity, and patience in chearfully fuftaining alt
the hardfhips of the ﬁege, afforded a ftriking inftance,
how far the condutt of a few gullant and experienced
;ﬂicers]might operate in rendering the raweft troops re-

able. ’

pef:w. It does not appear that Montgomery's forces
were confiderably fuperior in number or quality to thofe
that defended the town. His chief profpeét ot fuccels
feemed to be founded upon the impreffion, which the
parade of his prepirations and the violence of his fudden
attacks might make on what he regarded as a weak and
motley garrifon.  He acoordingly commenced a bom.
bardment with five finall mortars ; and, in a few days
after, cpened a fix gun battery at about feven hundred
yards diftance from the walls: but his metal, which con-
fifted only of twelve pounders, was too light to do any
great damage ; and his batteries, being compofed of fhow
and water that quickly became folidice, were demolifhed
almoft as foon as they were ereéted.  Arnold and he now
felt themfelves in a very unpleafant fituation : they had
nothing to hope for from the effet of their artillery, or
from the pre(umed weaknefs and inexpetience of the gar-
rifon: the winter began to be feverely felt; the ground
was covered with a deep fnow ; and human nature did
not feem capable of long withftanding the united rigours of
the feafon and the climate in the field. The time alio,
for which many of Montgomery's foldiers had engaged,
was expired, or expiring ; and it could not be anfwered
how foon they might infit on returning home, not*
whether fuch an event would not totally ireak up the
whole army.

XV. In thefe circumftances, Montgomery thought
*that fomething decifive muft be done without delay. He
knew the Americans would confider Oﬁl:bcc as taken
from the inftant they heard of his arrival before it ; and
that the higher their expeftations were raifed, the more
g{ievous the difappointment would be in cafe of a failure,
heir confidence of luccefs was founded on the opinion
they had ot his courage and ability—To forfeit that
opinion
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opinion was the worft of all poffible confc;;lucnces——‘yct
to attempt the city by ftorm feemed an effort truly dei-
perate.~This, however, was determined upon; and
the neceffary difpofitions being made, Montgomcry re=
folved to lead the forlorn hope. Early in the morning,
on the laft day of the year, having divided his army into
four unequal parts for the purpoie of diftraéting the gar-
rifon by two talfe and two real attacks at the fame time,
he undertook, with the largeft divifion, confifting of nine
hundred men, the oft perilous part of the enterprife.
He was killed in the firft onfet : all the officers and fol-
diers near his perfon fhared the fame fate; and the reft,
after fuftaining for about half an hour a dreadful dif-
charge of cannon and mufketry, retreated in the utmoft
diforder. Arnold’s party, about feven hundred in num-
ber, were for fome time more fuccefsful.  In lefs than an
hour they forced the firft and fecond barriers of that quar-
‘ter agamft which their attack was direfted. Arnold’s
leg being fhattered by a muiket-ball very early in the
engagement, he was carried off to the camp ; but his
place was well fupplied by the fkiltul exertions of the
other officers and the refolution of the men, who know-
ing”nothing ot Montgoinery’s mistartune, puthed on with
unabated ardour, and were altually applying ladders to
the third banier, when they received a fudden and irre-
coverable check. The main force of the garrifon, now
relieved trom other objeéts, was turned againtt this bold
party ofy affailants ; and whillt they were already fully
occupied in fiont, a large detachment with feveral field
pieces powred upon their rear, and compelled them, after
an obftinate refiftance for three hours, to lay down their
arms.  The prifoners were treated with the greateft hu-
manuty by the governor, whote fkill and courage during
the whole confiét merited every eulogium.  ‘The fhat~
tered remains of the befiegers, who were reduced to
about feven hundred, immediately quitted their camp,
and retired three miles farther from the city, where they
ftrengthened their quarters in the beft manner they were
able, being nppichenfive of a purfuit trom the g_:mi[}im.

,' . The
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‘T'he.latter, however, though the actionmade them great-
ly fuperior in number, were unfit for a fervice of that
nature; and their able governor, with a degree of wif-
dom and fobriety’equal to his intrepidity and fiimnefs,
tontented himfelf with the advantage and fecurity he had
gamed, without hazaiding the tate of the province in
any rath adventuie.

XVI. Such was the iffuc of this enterprife againft
Quebec, planned by the congrels in the deepeft treachery,
and of the fuccefs of which they had formed the moft
fanguine expe@tations.  Their mortification at its failure
was particularly aggravated by the lofs of Montgemery,
wham they looked upon as fecond only to Wathington
in military genius.  ‘This brave, but mifguided and un-
fortunate ofhicer, was a native of Ireland, and had ferved
with great applaufe in the late war.,  The excellency of
his qualities and difpofition had procured himanuncom-
mon fhare ot privateatfetion, as his abilities had of pub-
lic efteem. Iaving mairied a lady and purchafed an
eftate in New York, he was from thence induced to con-
fider himfelf as an American, and, aétuated by falfe
notions of libuty, to forget the duties of allegiance im-
pofed on hiin by his bitth, and to devote his talents to
the fervice of the congrefs, who gave him the rank of bri-
gadier general.  Ihis conduét in the expedition to Ca-
nada was equally fpirited il judicious ; and his heroitm
in the laft fcene fhone forth with maieafing luftre.  No-
thing, in fhort, was wanting to 1ender hus fall glorious,
but a better cauft.  In delcribing his charaéter and his
fate, it is impoffible not to fhed a tear of regret, that a
man who was {o well formed to fupport the interefts and
glory of his country againft her natural foes, fhould have
pertthed in an unnatwial and moft unhappy 1cbellion.
His body, being found the day after the attack, was
interred with all military and funeral honours by geneial
Carleton, who. had the magnanimity to efteemn and ac-
knowledge fich eminent merit even in an enemy.

XVII. The events of ghis fitlt campaign, as it may
be called, in the province of Maffachufet’s Bay ond in

Vol. II1. C ' Canada
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Canada, feemed to require a particular detail. Buta
general view of what occurred at the fame period in the
other provinces will be fufficient. Lord Dunmore, go.
vernor of Virginia, had adopted the refolution, in con-
fequence of the difputes long fubfifting between him and
the people, which rofe by degrees to the moft alarming
violence, to take refuge on board the Fowey man of war
in the month of June; and his authority being foon after
difavowed by the convention of delegates, he proclaimed
martial law, and immediate emancipation to all negroes
and indented fervants able and willing to bear arms in
his majefty’s fervice—a meafure which caufed the greateft
irritation, without being produétive of any adequate ad-
vantage. At length an affair happened, which brought
things to iffue between both parties. A demand was
made by the fhipping in the bay of Chefapeak, to the in-
habitants of the town of Norfolk, for provifions and other
ufual fupplies; which being peremptorily refufed, and
the fhips being alfo annoyed by the fire of the rebels on
fhore, a heavy cannonade was commenced againft the
quarter where they were pofted, and in a few hours the
whole town was reduced to afhes—the lofs being efti-
mated at above two hundred thoufand pounds.* Inthe
adjacent country of Maryland, governor Eden’s mode-
ration, though it could not ultimately prevent revolt,
ferved to delay thofe fatal extremities; and, when the
Britifh government was entirely fuperfeded, he retired
trom the province, carrying with Kim the efteem of a very
numerous party. In the Caralinas, lord William Camp-

<bell and governor Martin, adopting the more vigorous,
but unfuceelsful policy of lord Dunmore, were alfo com-
pelled to withdraw for fafety on board the king's fhips

* This event took placeon the firft of January 1776,
It appears from a gazette publithed by the governor's
order, that it was only intended to deftroy that partof
the town which was next the water; but that the re-

S

bels completed the deftru@ion, by fetting fire to the °

back and remote ftreets, which, as the wind was in
their favour, would have otherwife been fafe from the
tury of the lames. lying
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lying off the coaft. In Pennfylvania a military affociae
tion was eftablithed throughout the province; and a fi-
milar fpirit, indicating itfclf in different modes, per-
vaded :lll)l the other colonies, where the articles of pro«
pofed confederation and perpetual union, publithed in the
fummer hy the congrefs, were approved, though not for-
mally ratified till the year after, and where the refolu~
tions of that aflembly had in the mean time, the full force
and efficacy of laws.

XVIIY. During thefe proceedings on the other fide of
the Atlantic, no ljttle agitation prevailed in the mother
country.  The public opimon began to be very much
divided on the expediency and final effeéts of coercive
meafures, againft which a loud clamour was raifed not
only by the triends of the oppofition, but by feveral mer-
cantile badies, whofe private intercits are not eafily re-
conciled with thejuttice or neceflity of any war, The city
of London in particular, ympelled by faétion as well ag
by apprehenﬁons of a decline of trade, had, in the latter
end of February, petitioned parliament againft the billg
relating to America, and in the beginning of April pre-
fented a remonftrance to the throne on the fame fubjeét,
which being chiefly drawn up by the fuggeftions ot Mr.
Wilkes, then lord mayor, furpaffed all the former re-
monftrances, however difrefpectful, in the infolence of
the language, and the feditious tendency of the fentiments
it conyeyed. The petitioners recapitulated the whole
¢atalogue of American grievances, and declared their ab.
horrence of the fteps taken to opprets their fellow fub-
je€ts, adding that they were not impofed upon by the
fpecious artifice of calling defpotiim, dignity but E ainly

reeived that the real purpoie was to eftablith arbitrary
nger over all the colonies : they jultified the refiftance
of the Aunericans on the principles by which, they faid,
their anceftors had been aé uateJ) in transferring the crown
to the houfe of Brunfwick : they charged his majefty’s
minifters with poifoning the fountain of public fecurity,==
with rendering that body which fhoyld be the guardian
of liberty, a formidable iaﬁmment of arbitrary po:;‘e‘; i

2
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and concluded with a prayer for their difmiffion for -ever
from his majefty’s councils. ‘The king, in his anfwer,
exprefled the utmoft aftonifhment to find any of his fub-
jeSts capable of encourdging the rebellious difpofition
winch unhappily exifted in fome of the colonies: he
alto faid, that, ¢ having entire confidence in the wif-
dom ot his parliament, the great council of the nation, he
thould fteadily purfue thofi meafures which they had re-
commended for the fupport of the conttitutional rights of
Great Britain, and the protettion ot the commercial in-
terefts of his kingdoms.”” In a few days after, Mr.
Wilkes received a letter from the lord chamberlain, ac-
quainting him, as chitt magiftrate ot thecity of London,
that his majefty'would not receive on the throne any ad-
drefs, remonftrance, or petition of the lord mayor and
aldermen, but in their corporate capacity. Mr. Wilkes
laid this letter, as well as his majcity’s anfwer to the re-
monftrance, before the midfummer meeting of the citi-
zens for the eleétion of their annual officers 5 and did not
negleét to accompany the information with fome com.
ments in his ufual ftile. Scveral refolutions were then
propofed and agreed to, in one of which it was declared,
that the advifers of fuch a meflage were enemies to the
right of the fubject to petition the throne; and that the
advice was calculated to intercept the complaints of the
people to their fovereign, to prevent a redrefs of griev-
ances, and alienate the minds of Englithmen from the
Hanoverian fucceflion.  Aunother remonitrance was alfo
concurred in, at leaft equalliny the late one in its moft
obnoxious parts, and defiring his majefty to confider,
¢ what thesfituation of his people here muft be, who had
nothing now to expeét from America, but gazeties of
blood, and mutual lifts of their flaughtered fellow fub-
jefts.” It was farther refolved, ¢¢ that this addrefs
fhould not be prefented, unlefs it was received fitting on
the throne ;> but the king, by whofe order the fheritfs
were informed that it was his majefty’s pleafurc to receive
it at the levee, being told of the refolution of the common-
hall, replied with equal temper and dignity : ¢¢ I amever

1eady
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ready, to receive addrefles and petitions; but ¥ am the
judge where.”  In vain did the common-hall at a fub-
fequent meeting refolve, that the king was bound to hear
the petitions ot his people ;—that it was the undoubted
right of the fubject to be heard, and not 3 matter of grace
and favor ;—that the late anfwer was a_direé&t denial of
that right ;—and that the advifer, directly or indireftly, .
of the refufal, was equally an enemy to the happinefs and
fecurity of the king, and to the peace andliberties of the
reople. Nobody could be deceived by fo flagrant a vio-
ation of plain truth and common fenfe. The king had
not only declaied his conftant readineis to receive petitions,
but Had given the moft unequivocal proofs of it, even
when the exercife of that right of the fubje&t was grofsly
and wickedly abuled. Had Mr. Wilkes and his juntq
the farther privilege of di€tating to his majefty where, or
in what attitude he fhould receive their libels on govern~
ment >—and were all the {plendours of the throne necef-
fary to place in the firongest light the condefcenfion of
the fovereign, and the unparalleled infolence of a faitious
cabal? The befotted multitude went, however, as far
as they could to gratify the rage of difappointment, by
ordering a copy of their fictful votes to be prefented to
the king by tfne theriffs and the city remembrancer ;—
by cauiing thefe votes and the remonitrance to be printed
in the public papers ;j—and by pafling an inftruétion to
their reprefentatives in parliament, direting ¢¢ that they
thould move immediately at the next meeting for an
humble addrefs from the commons to his majefty, re-
quefting to know who were the advifers of thofe fatal
meafuies, which had planted popery and arbitrary power
in Amgrica, and plunged the nation into civil war;—
alio to know who were the advifers of the prefent meafure
of refufing petitions ;—and then to move for an impeach-
ment of the authors and advifers of all thofe meatures.”
This inftruftion was too abfurd to be obeyed in its full
extent by the moft abjett tools of the party*. A few
* Mr. Oliver, who brought forward the bufinefs in
the houfe of commons, confined the charges to the
Cs3 advifers
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words will be fufficient to expofe the mifieprefentations
on which it was founded. Popery had been planted in.
Canada by the French fettlers, and its fice exeicife there
exprefsly ftipulated in the furrender and final cuffion of
that province to gieat Biitain: the continuance alfo of
their old laws in matters relating to property, and the
introdu@ion of trials by jury in criminal cafes, as little
deferved the oppi obiious name of arbitrary power, as the
attempt to aflert the fupremacy of the Britifh legiflature
in the other colonits : the facts already related in the fe-
cond volume afford indifputable evidence, that the leaders
of the minority in both houfes were not only the encou-
ragers, but, i a great degiee the authors of the Ame-
ricanrebellion: and, laftly, the alledged retufal of petitions
was a palpable falfhood.

XIX. Among other refolutions of the common-hall
at the midfummer meeting, public thanks were orderced
to be given to the earl of Effingham, ¢ for having, con-
fiftently with the principles of a true Englithman, refufed

advifers of the Amciican meafures; nor did Mr. Saw-
bridge, who feconded him, fupply theomiffion. They,
did not, however, efcape the reproach of inconfiftency,
tor profefling to a&t in obedience to the inftrution of
their conftituents, when they overlooked feveral par-
ticular points. Mr. Wilkes, with all his *¢ divire
zcal’’ for the rights of his fellow citizens, faid not a
word of the pretended refufal of their remonftrance,
though he enlarged in the following ftrain on the po-
pulation of the colonies: ¢¢ The Americans are a pious
and religious people. With much ardour and fuccefs
they follow the firft great command of heaven, Be
Sruitful atd multiply. “While they are fervent in thefe
devout exercifes, while the men continue enterprifing
and healthy, the women kind and prolific, all attempts
to fubduc them by force will be ridiculous and una-
vailing.”” But neither Mr. Wilkes’s pleafantry, nor
Mr. Oliver’s fuppreflion of fome parts of his inftruc-
tions had any weight. The motion was fupported by
ohly ten members out .of one hundred and feventy
three then prefent in the houle, all the reft giving ita
dire® negative. to
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to draw that (word, which'had been employed to the ho--
nour of his country, againit the lives and liberties of his
fellow fubjeéts in America.” A candid view of the
earl’s conduét will fhew how far he was deferving of
this particular teftimony of applaufe.  His inclination
had led him when a youth into the army ; but as the
peace of 1763 had precluded any opportunities of prac-
tical improvement in his profeﬂ{on at home, upon the
bieaking out of the war between the Turks and Ruffians,
he entered as a volunteer in the fervice of the latter.
Since his return, he joined his pailiamentary friends in
their oppolition to the aéts pafled for fkcuring the obedi-
ence of the colonies ; and finding that the regiment to
which he belonged was intended for the American fer-
vice, he thought it would appear inconfiftent in him to
enforce meafures in his military charadter, which he had
condemned in his legiflative capacity. A modeft refig-
pation on thefe pruciples, whether jult or miftaken,
would have fhewn at lcafl the purity of his motives, if
his letter on the fubject to the fecretary at war had not
been ftrongly tinétured with party fpirit, and if he had
not concluded it with a requeft that, as he waved the
advantage, which cuttom cntitled him to, of {elling his
commiflion, he might be allowed toictain his rank. The
1equeft was as unrcafonable as his fiictures on what had,
received the fanetion of the legiflatuie were indelicate.
Military rank neceffarily implies a willingnefs to perform
military fervice ; and when the fupetior authorities of
king and parliament dccide in favor of war, it is no part
of an officer’s duty to inquire into the juftice or policy
of the quarrel.  Though the earl’s courage gnd ambition
were undifputed, yet every coward might avail himielf
of the fame excufe, if officers were allowed, without lofs
of chara&er or rank, to defert their poft in the hour of
danger. His example, therefore, notwithftanding the
empty panegyrics of a faétion, was not likely to prove
very contagious. The earl of Chatham’s eldeft fon, an
enfign in the, forty feventh regiment which was ordered
to Bofton, and James Wilfon Efq. a member of the

oppofition
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oppofition in the Irith houfe of commons, and captain
of marines, were the only confpicuous charafters that
refigned, the one in obedience to his father, and the
other from an adherence to political opinions: but they
did not, like lord Effingham, folicit the retaining of
their rank, though the latter of them in particular had
much ftronger claims than his lordfhip, having raifed a
hundred and fixty men on his own eftate in the year
1760, and having diftinguifhed himfelf in the aétual fer-
vice of his country during the remainder of the war.

XX. Such trifling defertions in the army could give
no uneafinefs to any government ; but miniftry had at ,
this time ftrong reafons to apprehend a very unpleafant
defetion in the cabinet. During the fummer recefs, the
duke of Grafton, who had been for fome years at the
head of the treafury board, and now held the office of
privy feal, wrote a r ter to lord North, exprefling his
attachment to his majefty, and his zealous geﬁre to fee
the government flourifh under the adminiftration of the
noble lord to whom it was now entrufted ; but adding
hat it was his firm opinion fome effeftual means ought
to be adopted for the purpofe of terminating the unfoitu-
nate differences with America, and fuggefting one method
by-which he thought intercourfe and negociation might
commence, under the offer of a truce to the revolted colo-
nies, fanétioned by an addrefs of both houfes to the king,
on various motives of policy, affeftion, and humanity.
He renewed the fame obfervations in a ftill more earneit
and decifive manner after the arrival of Mr. Penn with
the petition from congrefs, by the plaufible language of
which his grace was deceived into a belief of the fincerity
of their pacific and loyal profeflions. The petition was
dcliveredP by Mr. Penn and Mr. Lee, on the firft of Sep-
tember, to f;rd Dartmouth, whofaid, ¢ noanfwer would
be given.”” The duke urged this circumftance as a new
argument in favor of the ftep he had before recommended,
obferving that, if deputies from congrefs could not be
formally acknowledged by the king, there wasthe greater
neceflity for adopting fome other expedient by Whl?(ll‘xthe

. wifhes
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wifhes and expetations of his majefty’s American fub-
jects might be ftated and properly conhidered, as, he faid,
a want of intercourfe muft remain an mfuperable bar to
accommodation. When he found that he could not gain
over any one of the cabinet to lus way of thinking on
this fubjeét, he requefted an audience ot the king, in
which he explained at tull length the reafons why hecould
no longer take any part in the admumilteation of adairs.
The king liftened with attention, and condefcendingly
endeavoured to demonitrate to his giace the juttice, the
policy, and nceeflity of the meafures now purfued 5 but
not being able to etfeét the conviftion he withed, his
majety exprefled his regretat parting with fo experenced
and faithful a fervant.  The duke's intentions were not
publicly known till after the mecting of parliament, when,
to the aftonithment of every body, even of thofe whom
he had angrily quitted, he declaimed againft the whole
{yftem of thewr late proceedings, with adegreeof violence
as intemperate and unjuftifiable as that which he himgelf
had condemned on a nearly fimilar occation in lord Chat-
ham, whole invetives he confidered as ¢ the eiteéts of

a diftempered mind brooding over its own dilcontent.™
XXI. Itisremarkable that for fome time before the
duke came to an open rupture with his colleagues 1n ot-
fice, and while he was privately endeavouring to perfuade
them' that the fentiments of the congrels were very popu-
lar in England, addrefles poured in trom moft parts of the
kingdom, - tally declaratory of the lenle of a gieat majo-
rity of the people, fome in warm, otheis in more dilpaf-
fionate language, butall condemning the ungrateful and
refractory fpirit of the Americans, approvingof the acts
of government, and recominending a perfeveiance in the
fame meafures, until the colonies {hould be brought to
a full fenfe of their errors and their duty. Nothing could
be more irritating te the gentlemen ot theoppofition than
thefe addrefles, many of which conyeyed wvery pointed
ftri¢tures not only on their doétiines, but their condué,
¢¢ in abetting an infolent rebellion againtt the conttitu~
tional guardians of freedom and order.™  "The l'evexitfv

o
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of thefe ftritures had been provoked by the induftrious
difperfion of inflammatory papers, and by circular letters
to perfons of influence and propert'); recommending affo-
ciations on the principle they had been entered into pre-
vious to the revolution, and thereby implying that another
revolution was now neceflary, Under fuch circumftances,
all good citizens thought it their duty to proclaimto the
world their juft abhorrence of every attempt to alienate
the minds of his majefty’s fubjeéts, and their readine(s
to maintain with their lives and fortunes the authority
of the legiflature inevery part of the Britifh dominions.
It is alfo certain that addrefles in favor of a fyftem of
juft cercion were not thought of, till petitions againft
it made their appearance. The number of the latter,
notwithftanding the moft indefatigable endeavours to ob-
tain them, was comparatively fmall.  They cante from
rlaces notorioufly devoted to the fervice of a fation, or
rom a few mercantile communities, whofe private inte-
vefts, as before obferved, were likely to be maerially in<
jured by an American war. ‘This was the cafe not only
of thofe who carried on a direét trade to the colonies on,
the continent, but alfo to the Weft India iflands, which
ufgd toreceive fiom North America the principal articles
neceflary for their fuftenance and fupport. It was there-
fore no wonder to fee the merehants of Briftol, of Lan-
cafter, orof other towns in the like predicament, aétuated
by the fame motives as the merchants of London, and
deprecating what they apprehended would be extremely

rejudicial, if not ruinous to thofe branches of commerce
n which they were engaged. The fame may be faid of
rrfons conterned in the Newfoundland fithery. Th

ad fuftained great inconvenience and lofs, chiefly throug|
their own want of forefight; and were willing to lay as
much of the blame as tﬁey could on government. In
confequence of the att paffed the laft feffion for reftraining
the colonies from 3 fhare in that fifhery, a greater num-
ber than ufual of 31ips and  men, to be employed in it,
were fent out from England and Ireland.” But it feems
that no precautions were ufed to guard againft the pro-
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bable.effeéts of retaliation on the part of congrefs, who

rohibited the fupplying of the Britifh fitheries with any
Einds ofprovifion. ‘This threw the whole bufinefs upon the
banksof Newfoundland into the utmoft diforder; and man
of the fhips, inftead of being loaded with fith, were dif-
patched to procure flour and provifions wherever they
were to be found. The dread of famine was for a few
days fufpended by another terrible calamity. About fe
ven hundred boats with the people belonging to them and
eleven fhips with moft of their crews perifthed in a tem-
peft, the fury of which exceeded any thing ever before
experienced evenon that ftormy coalt®*. The inhabitants
of [uch towns in England as are principally fupported by
the cod fithery, inconiiderately afcribed thofe difafters to
the quarrel with America ; and were ready to join the
complaints of their diftrefles to the clamour of taction,
But the petitioners on this fubjet to parliament very
properly confined themfelves to a reprefentation of the
mconveniences they fuffered ¢ from the ufual refources
of bread, flour, and other neceflaries being totally in-
terrupted by the unhappy differences betwsen Great Bri-
tain and her colonies ;”* and concluded with g prayer for
liberty to export thole articles, under certain reffrictions,
from any part of the mother country where they could
obtain them on the moft reafonable terms.

XXII. A temporary alarm had alfo been excited at
one of the out-ports by the decline of another branch of
commerce, the total abolition of which will, it is hoped,
ere long be added to the other glorious monuments of the
liberal policy and humanity of the Britith legiflature.

* This awful wreck of nature, which happened on
the eleventh of September, was as fingular in its cir-
cumftances, as fatal in its eftects. The fea is faid to
have rifen thirty fect almoft inftantancoufly, and to
have fpread its ravages far into the ifland, the waves
overpafling all mounds, and fweeping every thing before
them. The fhores prefented a fhocking fpectacle for
feme time after, ans the fithing nets were hauled up
loaded with human bodies. The
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The inability of purchafing and providing for negrees at
this junétwe in the Weft India 1flands, the lofs of the
American market for flaves, and the impediments cauf-
ed by the proclamations of council againft the exporta-
tion of arms and ammunition had, all together, neaily
extinguithed the Afiican trade. This was more paiti-
cularly felt at Liverpool, which had pofieffed a much
greater part of that heniid traffic than any other port in
the kingdom,  As the Guinca fhips anived, they were
laid up, in an uncertainty of thewr future deftination,
and their crews paid ¢ff.  Thofein-like manner belong-
ing to the Greenland fhips, upon their returnin July and
the beginning of Auguft, were as ufnal difchtrged 5 fo
that the ; umber ot feamen out of employ in that town
was faid toamount to above two thoufand.  In this fitu-
aticn, the feamen complained that an attempt was made
by the muchants to lower their wages ; upon which they
cut the 1igging of fon-e fhips to picces, aflaulted fome
houfes, wrd ccrmitted other alls of ounage.  They,
hewever, difperfed again, and all became quiet ; but the
feizing a nuniber of then, and fending them to prifon,
ie kirdled the flame with greater violence.  The failors
infmediately z2flembled 5 precured not only fire aims,
but <annen; tna wae preparing to flosm the prifen,
when its fafety was puchaled by the enlargement of
their comparions.  But their 1age was now too high,
and they were too much inflamed by liquor, to be ap-
prafed by reafenable conccfliens.  They not only pro-
ceeded to dethoy the heules of obnexious perfons, but
they at Jength marched in a body to demolith the Ex-
chage. his danger was forefeen, or probably announ-
ced by thamfelves, a confiderable time before the attempt,
o thut the Exchange was fhut up, barricaded, and well
santilened ny the merchints and townfmen. Fhe failors,
however, made feveral confuled attacks in the evining of
the twenty ninth of Auguft; por did they difcontinue
teir (ffcits during the whole night and part of the enfu.
ng motnjing, though feveral of them, through their drunk-
¢rnefs snd unguairded expofure of themfclves to theﬁ;e

[
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he defendants, were killed and wounded. The asrival
of a detachment of light horfc at length put an end to
the tumult. It was then teared by the timid, and hoped
by the turbulent and difaffeéted, that this would prove
only a prelude to other diforders. But the affair was
accidental ; and fufficient employment for the feanen was
foon found, eitherin the king’s fervice, or in other ma-
ritime adventures, the profits of which made ample amends
to the people of Liverpool for the interruption of the
{lave trade.

XXIII. Notwithftanding the uncommon pains which
have been taken in London to inflame the public difcon-
tents, the tranquillity of the metropolis had not yet been
difturbed by any riots ; and the fpirit of faftion fecmed to
have evaporated in audacious and infulting remonftrances
to the throne. An event, which happened juft before the
meeting of parliament, excited for a tew days {ome (erious
apprehenfions, that plots and confpiracies were fecretly
hatching under all thole cxteinal appearances of fubmif-
fion to the laws. An information had been laid betore
lord Rochford, the fecretary of ftate for the fouthern de-
partment, by one Mr. Francis Richardlon, a native of
America, and an adjutant in the guards, chaiging a
countryman of his, Stephen Sayre Elq. then a banker in
London, with having an intention of feizing the king’s
perfon, as his majefty went to the houft of peers; alfo
an intention of taking pofleffion of the tower, and of over-
turning the prefent government, The means, indeed,
as far as the intormation of the witnels went, fremed
very inadequate to the greatnels and dufficulty of the end.
It was merely propoled to bribe fome ferjeants of the
guards and their men to concur in the defign. But as the
tolly of a wicked attempt did not prove that no fuch at-
tempt could be made ;—as Richard{on’steflimony was po-
fitive ;—and as other fchemes of co-operation might have
been planned, though not communicated to hun; lord
Rochford thought himfelf obliged officially, to iflue an
order for taking the accufed perfon into cuftody, and for
feizing hispapaiss  The order wag executed in the morn-

VYar. III, D ing
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ing of the twenty third of Oftober, by tws of the king’s
meflengers and a conttable, who conduéted Mr. Sayie
from h.s own houfe in Oxford Street to the [ecietary’s
office, where fir John Fielding was al(o waiting to be
1efent at the examination.  The only papers of any po-
fitical confequence found at Mr. Sayre's were a Jetter
from the famous Mis. Macauly, and anothcr addieffed
to the livery of London, under the ﬁgnamre of <¢ Bar-
nard’s Ghoft,” with a few more written in the like bold
ftram, but affording rio proof of any plot, or treafonable
correlpondence.  After the information was read to Mr.
Saviz, he replied to the whole with great firmnefs : he
faid he was but flightly acquainted with the adjutant ;
and then mentioned the only private conver fation which
had ever patiid between them, m which he acknowledged
he had exprefled himlelf very frecly concenning the un-
happy and dettiuétive conteft now depending in- Ame-
rica, and that he had corcluded this converfation by fay-
ing, ¢ he feared thae was not {phit enough in this
countiy to bung about a total change ot men and mea-
fures: " but that as to any plan or mtention ot {eizing
the perfon of the king, o1 any expreflion which could be
conftiued nto fuch intention, he totally and utterly de-
med.  He was ploceeding to expofe the futility of the
charges, and to make comments on what he called the
dangerous difpofition of perfons high in office to encou-
rage informers, when Mr. Reynolds, his attoiney, for
whom he had difpatched a fervant the moment he was
taken up, came to the office, and being permitted to at-
tend the examination, advifed his client not to anfiver any
intenogatories, wiich lord Rochfurdor fir John Fielding
nught propound, norto fign any paper.  The intorma-
tion not atounting to a direét charge againft Mr. Sayre,
and not buing coiroborated by any farther evidence, at
leaft ot tieaton, lord Rochford cught certainly to have
accepted fufficient bail for his future appearance, or to
have confulted the great Jaw officers of ftate upon the
fubjet, inftead of bcing huiried by his zeal to commit
Mr. Sayre clofe pyifoner to the Tower, where no peifon
but
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but his wite was permitted to vific him. His confine~
ment, howevet, lafted only fivedays, atthe end of which
an habeas corpus being granted tor bunging him before
lord Mansfield, his loidfhip, upon reading the warrant
of commitment,_in which Mr. Sayre was only charged
with ¢ treafonable praftifes,” 1eadily admitted him to
bail*. No profecution on the part of the crown was af.
terwaids attempted ; and the recognifance cntered into
before the lord chief jutice being confequently difcharged,
M. Sayre fued the carl of Rochtord for illegal impri-
fonment, for which a jury gave him one thoufand pounds
damages.

XXIV. The parliament, which had been prorogued
the twenty fixth of May, met agtin on the twenty fixth
of O&ober, after a fhoiter recefs and at a much earlier
period than ufual, for the realons ftated in his majefly’s
{peech, the infertion of which at full length will be the
beft 1eply to the aftonifhing malignity of the remarks
made upon it by the minority in both houfes :

¢ My Loids and Gentlemen,

¢ The prefent fituation of America, and my conftant
defire to have youradvice, concurrence, and aflitance on
every important occafion, have detetmined me to call you
thus eaily together.

¢ Thote who have long too fuccefsfully laboured to
inflame my people in America by grofs mifreprelenta.
tions, and to infufe into their minds a {yftem ot opimons re-
pugnant to the true conttitution of the colonies, and to
their tubordinate relation to great Britain, now openly
avow their 1evolt, hottility, and i1cbellion.  They have
railed troops, and are collecting anaval forcg : they have
feized the public revenue and affumed to themfelves le-

* After the bufinefs was over, Mr. Sayre thanked
his lordihip for the great politenefs and candour he had
fhewn on the occafion ; and hoped his lordihip would
always act in the like impartial manner, according to
the conftitution. ¢ I hepe fo too,’’ replied his lord-
fhip. ¢ Let us both a& according to the conftitution,
and we fhall aveid all difficulties and dangers.’’

D: ' giflative,
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giflative, executive, and judicial powers, which they al-
r1eady exercife, in the moft arbitrary manner, over the
perfons and properties of their fellow-fubjets, and al-
though many of thefe unhappy people may fhill retain
their loyalty, and may be too wife not to fee the fatal
confequence’ of this ufurpation, and wifh to refift it; yet
tle toirent ot violence has been ftrong enough to compel
their acquiefcence, till a fufficient force thould appear to
fupport them.

¢ The authors and promoters of this defperate confpi-
racy have, in the conduét of it, derived great advantage
from the difference of our intentions and theirs.  They
meant only to amufe, by vague expreflions of attachment to
the parent ftate, and the ftrongeft proteftations of loyalty
to me, whilft they were preparing for a general revolt. Onr
our part, though it was declared in your laft feffion, that a
rebellion exifted within the province of the Maflachufet’s
Bay, yet even that province we wiﬂxed sather to reclaim
thanto fubdue. The refolutions ot parliament bieathed
a fpiritof moderation and forbearance : conciliatory pio-
politions accompanied the meafures taken to enforce au-
thority ; and the coercive adts were adapted to cales of
criminal commbinations amongft fubjects not thenin arms.
I have afted with the fame temper; anxious to prevent
it it had been poflible, the effufion of the blood of my fub-
jects, and the cakunities which are infepatable fiom a ftate
of war, fhil hoping that my people in America would have
difcerned the tiaitorous views of their leaders, and have
been convinced, that to be a fubjet of Great Britain, with
all its confequences, is to be the freeft member of any civil
fociety in the known world.

¢¢ "T'he 1ebellious war now levied is become more ge-
neral, and is manifeftly carried on for the purpofe of eita-
blifhingan indcpendent empire. I need not dwell upon the
fatal effe&ts of the fuccefs of fuch a plan. The objeét
is too important, the {pirit of the Britifhnation too high,
the refources with which God hath bleffed her too nume-
rous, to give up {o many colonies which fhe has planted
with great induftry, nurfed with great tendernels, encoc\lh
. rage



A.D. 1775. GEORGE 1II. 41
raged with many commeicial advantages, and proteéted
and detended at much expence of blood and treafure.

¢ It is now become the part of wifdom, and (in its
cffeéts) of clemency, to put a [peedy end to thete difor-
dets by the moft decifive exertions.  For this purpofe, I
have increafed my naval eftablithment, and gieatly aug-
mented my land torces, butin fuch a manner as may be
the leaft buithen(ome to my kingdoms.

¢ I have allo the fatisfaltion to inform you, that I
have recewved the moft friendly offers of foreign aflitance;;
and if I fhall make any treaties in conlequence thereof,
they fhall be laid before you.  And I have, in teftimony
of my atfeétion for my people, who can have no caufe in
which 1 am not equally intercited, lent to the garrifons
of Gibraltar and Port Mahon a part of my Elcttoral
troops, in oider that a larger number of the eftablithed
forces of this kingdom may beapplied to the maintenance
of its authority ; and the national militia, planued and
regulated, with equal regard to the rights, lafety, and
proteétion of my crown and people, may give a tarther
extent and athivity to our military operations.

€ When the unhappy and deluded multitude, ag4intt
whom this force will be direéted, fhall become fenfible of
their ciror, I fhall be ready to receive the mufled wich ten.
dernefs and mercy 5 and n order to prevent the mconve.
niencies which may arife from the gicat diftance ot thur
fituation, and to 1¢inove, as toon as poffible, the calumi-
ties which they fuffer, I thall give authonty to ceitamn
perfons upon the fpot to grant general or paiticuln par-
dons and indemmities, in fuch wanner, and to fach per-
fons, as they fhall think fit, and to veceive the fubmiifion
of any province or colony which fhall be difpofed to re-
turn to its allegiance. It may be alfo proper to authonife
the perfons fo commiffioned to reftore fuch province or
colony, {o returning to its allegiance, to the free exeicife
of its trade and cummeice, and to the fame protection,
and fecurity as if fuch province or colony had never

“revolted. D3 . é¢ Gentlemen
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¢ Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons. i

¢ T have ordered the proper eftimates for the etfuing
vear to be laid before you ; and rely on your affection to
me, and your refolution to mndintain the juft rights of this
country, for fuch fupplies as the the prefent circumftances
of our affairs require. Among the many unavoidable
ill confequences of this rebellion, none affeéts me more
fenfibly than the extraoidinary burthen which it muft
Create to my faithful fubjeéts.

¢ My Lords and Gentlemen,

<« T have fully opened to you my views and intentions.
‘The conftant employment of my thoughts, and the moft
carneft wiflics of my heart, tend wholly to the fafety and
happinefs of all my people, and to the 1e-eftablithment of
order and tranquillity through the feveral parts of my do-
minions, in a elofe conne&tion and conftitutional depen-
dance. You fee the tendency of the prefent diforders,
and 1 have ftated to you the meafures which I mean to
putlue for fupprefling them. Whatever 1emains to be
done that may farther contiibute to this end, I commit
to your wifdom. And I amhappy to add, that, as well
from the afiurances I have received, as from the general
appearance of affairs in Buiope, I feeno probability that
the meafures which youmay adopt willbe interrupted
by difputes with any toreign power.”

XXV. Every reader will judge for himfelf of the truth,
candour, humanity, and patriotifin, that fhine through
thiis {peech, and giveit the utmoft grace as well as ener-
gy. It breathes the genuine [pirit of an affectionate
father compelled to punifh a froward child, but ac the
fame time {oothing the anguith of his ewn heart with the
tond hope that the rod, which he reluftantly employs,
will prove the happy inftiument of effeétual corre&tion and
reform. The principles on which thew hole was founded,
were {o juft, that it might have appeared previoufly diffi-
cult to conjeéture bﬁ what fort of arguments it could
poflibly be oppofed. But experience has thewn how fertile
in objtétions to the moft fiiking evidence of reafon the
wit of man is, when influgnced by prcjudice, interet,

or

‘
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or anyother paffion. The debates, to which addrefles in
perfeét unifon with the fpeech gave rife, afford ftrong

roofs at leaft of the inventive talents of the minority.,

This party in the houfe of commons had now fome of
the firft orators in the kingdom at their head, M.
Burke and his friends having been lately joined by Mr.
Fox, who, to ufe a very common, but, in its application
to him, a peculialy juft and fignificant phrafe, was
¢¢ himfelf a hoft.” = The little blemithes ot his private
character were loft in the effulgence of his genius ; and
the matchle(s powers of eloquence, which he foon dif-
played on the ll:l)c of oppofition, fhewed the very bad po-
licy, not to call it the inconfiderate folly of the minifter,
in having difmiffed him the preceding year from his feat
on the treafury beneh, with circumftances, it was faid,
of rudenefs and indignity. It muft, however, be acknow-
ledged that Mr. Fox often appeared more aétuated by
his fenfe of that affront, than by the nobler motives of
convition or principle; and that the general impreflion,
which many of his {peeches would otherwife have made,
was prevented by tY\e acrimony of his perfonal attacks
on lord North. Upon no occafion was this more evi-
dent than when he oppofed the addrefs, and fupported an
amendment moved by lord John Cavendifh, cenfuring the
rafhnefs and inefficacy of the late meatures, and recom-
mending the confideration of other means of reftoring
order to the diftratted affairs of the empire, without the
dangerous-expedient of calling in foreign forces, or the
more dreadful calamity of fhedding Britifh blood by Bii-
tifh arms.  Such means were, indecd, moft devoutly to
be withed ; but the demontftration of them ¢id not con-
fift in deferibing lord North ¢ as the blandeiing pilot,
who had brought the nation into its prefent difficulties ;™
nor were they to be found outin the fimileof Mr. Buike,
who advifed England ¢¢ no longer to appear like a por-
cupine, armed all over with aéls of parliament.”*—Hap-
py would this country be, if fhe was never obliged to
put on any other armour than the ats of her legiflature;
and if the facred fhield of her laws had never been per:’o.

rateds
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tated by the javelins of rebellion. Mr. Temple Luttrell
aflerted, that the mother country, notwithftanding the
falie parade ot her ftrength and refources, was unequal to
the contelt; and borrowing the words of fir Charles
Sedley, to exprefs his attonilhment, that a nation fick at
beart fhould wear Jo florid a countenance, he afked whether
it was not a he&tic bloom, which 1s frequently found
to accompany a radical decay of the conftitution, or 1ather
fome artificial beautifier fpread over the lurtace of a
cadaverous {ubftance, tor popular fhew and delufion.”—
The doubt of its being the infallible fymptom of health
and vigour could exift only in a jaundiced tancy, and was
fully retuted by the exertions which Great Biitain called
forth againft an unnatural combination of her traitorous
fubjeéts with all her moft invetcrate enemies. Colond
Bairé was very fevere in his remarks on the events of
the fummer campaign; and faid, ¢ though he had loft
one eye in America, he had ftill one military eye lctt,
which did not deceive him.—But with all its optic
penetration, the only thing 1t could difcover was, that a
{uflicient force had not been employed,  General Con-
way made an apology for voting againft the addrels, and
for differing from the reft of the king's fervants with
whon” he was joined. Heieprobated the coercive {yftem
with regard to America, and withed to fee the declara-
tory' bill, a bill frenuoufly defended by him when fecre-
tary of ftate, now repealed, ¢ fince,” he added, ¢ fo
bad an ufc had been made of it.”—The independency
of hus fpjrit in retufing implicitly to fupport every mea-
fure of government, might have done hin honour ; but
it was impoffible to view his frequent and rapid changes
from one fide or paity to another duming the whole of his
public career, without feeling fome aftonifhment at the
contraft between his military and his political charafter,—
between his firmnefs in the field, and his capricious ver-
fatility in the fenate.  ‘The fpeeches of the [ubalteins of
oppolition, fuch as Mr. Wilkesand governor Johnftone,
thougli long and violent, are fcarcely deferving of notice,
that of the former being, as ufual, remarkable only for

ribaldiy
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ribaldry and extravagance, and the latter for egotitin,
and the moft bare-faced denial of faéts. Accoiding te
Mr. Wilkes, the taxing of the colonifts was felony, and
the attempt to make them acquiefce was murder.  Go-
vernor Johnftone pointed his principal batteries at the
fa&ts, which, he faid, were affumed in the {peech from
the throne. He denied that parliament had been called
early together, though very few inftances could be given
of their meeting fo foon after the fummer recefs. But
the news of the battle of Bunker's Hill having reached
England in Auguft, and the petition from congrefs hav-
ing been prefented on the firft of September, ¢ I main-
tain,” faid the governor, ¢¢as a member of parliament,
intrufted with a voice in the {upreme authaity ot the
empiie, that I am called late to dehiberate in the national
council on fuch great events.””—The diflodging of part
of a befieging army from 2 poft whence they might have
very much amnoyed the beficged, and the prefenting of a
delufive petition from an illcgal affembly, defirous only of
gaining time to give ftability to their own ufurped
power, were events of fuch critical importance, that a2
moment’s delay to confult this enlightened ftatefman
on the fubject was, no doubt, a proof of the moft
caiminal remiflne(s in adminiftration. He affirmed,
with the like modefty, that another faét ftated in the
fpeech from the throne, with regard to the leaders of the
rebellion in America, who were faid to be ¢¢ colleéting
a naval force,”* was a ¢¢ notorious untruth.”” The de-
licacy of this contradiétion could only be equalled by
the-evidence with which it was f(upported : it refted up-
on the old prop of all the governor’s affertions, his in-
difputable ¢¢ I maintain.”—But he touched upon a
third point, which, admitting of fome colour of plau-
fibility, was enforced with much greater ingenuity by
feveral fpeakers on the fame ﬁ§e of the quel{,ion.
They faid, that the charge brought againft the Ameri-
gans of endeavouring ¢ to amufe by vague expreflions
of attachment to the parent ftate, and the ftrongeft pro-
teftations of loyalty to the king, whillt they were pre-

paring



&6 GRORGE 1II. A. D. 17735,
paring for a general revolt,™ was unfounded,—was di-
re@ly contrary to theit moft exprefs declarations both by
word and by writing, and to what every perfon knew of
their general temper and difpofition.  ‘The colonifts, it
was confidently afferted, never meant to break off their
conneétion with the mother countiy, though they might
be driven to it, and would undoubtedly prefer indepen-
dence to flavery. But thefe {pecious references to the
declarations of the congrefs, and the arguments drawn
from the luppoied coincidence of their fentiments with
their language, were very ably 1efuted by the advocates
for the addrets. They fhewed how ablurd it was to in-
fer from the conduét of the Americans, that they aimed
at lefs than unconditional, unquahfied, and total inde-
pendence. The provincial aflemblies and the general
congrefs had aflerted in the moft pofitive terms, an ex-
clufive right of legiflation in all matters of internal poli-
cy: they had denied the authority of Great Britain to
keep a fingle foldier onthe whole continent without their
conlent : they had feized all the powers of government,
raifing armies, ifluing bills for their {upport, and en-
gaging in every plan not merely of refiftance or defence,
but of hoftile invafion and unjuftifiable attack*, at the
very.inftant that they hypocntically fpoke of conftitu-
tional obedience, and that their petitions breathed mo-
deration and peace. Was it more confiftent with wif-
dom to infer thewr intentions from their woids than from
their deeds ?  Every attempt that could be made to foft-
en the colonifts had been put in praétice without cffect :
their obftinacy was inflexible ; and in proportion as the
parent ftatg acceded to their wifhes, their pretenfions be.
came more infolent and overbearing ; nor would they,
even when allowed to tax themfcives, gratity the mother
country fo far as to contribute a fingle flulling towards®
the common exigencies of the empiret. In this ftate,

* Sce page 17. and
+ The only onc of the colonics that embraced lord,
North’s conciliatory propofition was Nova Scotia, the
reprefentatives of which in general atlembly unani-
moufly
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and after the [teps alieady taken, it was impoffible to 1¢-
cede without the lofs of authoritv and honour : no alter-
native, in tat, was left for the Biitifh nation but to
maintain its juft fovereignty, or to give up America for
ever. Upon the moft candid review of all the fpeeches
of both parties, it does not appear that the miniftry were
ftaggered in their defence of any one claufe in the ad-
drefs, except that which thanked his majefty for his gra-
cious confideration in fending a part of his eletoral
tioops to the garnifons of Gibraltar and Poit Mahon, in
oider that a larger number of the eftablifhed forces of
this kingdom might be applicd to the maintenance of its
authonity, The introduétion of foreigners into any part
of the Britith dominions, without the previous confent
of parliament, was lo alarming to the prejudices of the
old Whigs and independent members, and was by them
deemed fo tepugnant to the principles of the Bill of
Rights, that no cndeavours to prove the expediency or
legality of the meafure could give them fatistattion ; and
lcrd North, in order to fecure their concurrence in the
addrefs, was obliged to fay, ¢ that, though he had ad-
viled the meafure as believing it right, and though he
ftill continued to think {o, yct as other gentlemen, for
whom he had ever held the higheft deference, feemed to

moufly voted, on the twenty fourth of June, an ad-
drefs to the king and both houfes of parliament, cone
taining the fiongeft atlurances of duty and afteétion
to his majefty’s perfon and family, as well as of at-
tachment and perfect fubmiffion to the mother coun-
tiy ; and humbly requefting the fupreme legiflature to
accept of the payment of fome fpecific duty*per cent.
on the importation of all foreign commodities, by
which means the amount of the 1evenuc would at all
times bear a due proportion to the opulence and con-
fumption of the province. In conformity to this of-
fer, which was laid before parliament the firft day of
the feflion, fome refolutions were afterwards propofed
by lord North, and pafled in a committec of the
houfe; but no bill was brought in, nor any farthet
endeaveurs ufed to carry the matter into efle@. b

J
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be of another opinion, he had noobjeftion that the quefs
tion fhould be brought in a regular and parliamentary
manner before the houfe, when he would cheeifully
abide by their determination ; and if it was their gene-
ral fente that the meafure was illegal, or unconttitutional,
he fhould reft the defence on the ground of neceflity
only, and then its advifers might receive the protetion,
as was always pradtifed in fuch cafes, of an aét of in-
demnity*, The good effeét of this declaration, though
not made till the next evening, appeared in bringing
back to their ufual fupport of adminiftration many who
had gone away without voting the night before. The
1efult of the firft day's debate, as it was called, though
continued till half paft four o’clock the enfuing morning,
was the rejection of lord John Cavendifh®s amendment
by a majority of 278 againft 108 ; after which the mo-
tion for the addrefs was carried without a divifion.  As
the forms of the houfe rendered it neceffary to receive
the report upon the addrefs from the committee, the af-
ternoon of the fecond day, the abilities ot the principal
fpeakers had but a few hours for relaxation or repofe be-
fore they were again exerted in the difcuflion of the fame
topics. ~ It was now that lord North's well-timed con-
ceflion on the above pomt (atisfied moft of the country
gentlemen, who would otherwife have voted either for
the recommitment of the addrefs, or for expunging the
obnoxious paflage, and inferting in its place an amend-
ment, declaring that the houfe would immediately take
that meafure into confideration. When the queftion,
therefore, was put, the amendment was rejected, and

* A bill was accordingly brought in by the minifter,
founded on ¢¢ the doubts which had be¢n entertained
of the legality of the meafure;'” but though it pafled
the houfe of commons, it was reje¢ted by the lords
without defence or divifion, thofe in adminiftration
not thinking an indemnity neceflary, and the others
objeting to the ftru&ture of the bill, the enating:
claufes of which contained an indemnity for an offence,
while the preamble did not pofitively allow that any
had been committed. the
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the addrets in its original forin agreed to, by a majority
of 176 to 72. To this account of the piocredings of
the commons at the opening of the feffion, 1t is unnccef-
fary to add any detail of the debate to which a
fimilar addrefs and the propofal of a fimilar amend-
ment gave rife in the houfe of pears, as the argu-
ments for or againft the one and the other were fubftan-
tially the famc as in the lower houfe, however diverfi-
fied by the ftile and manner of the different fpeakers.
Some remarks have been alieady made on the duke of
Grafton’s defetion from his colleagues*, which he now
publicly avowed ; but in ftating his reafons for defert-
mg them, he exprefled himfelf with fo much acimony
and violence as only betrayed his own weaknefs, initead
of doing any material injury to the caule which he at-
tacked, or rendering any eflential fervice to that which
he efpoufled. Ina divn)l’on on the marquis of Rocking-

am’s amendment, which was feconded by his grace,
they were left in a minonty of 29 againft 69 ; and the
original motion for the addiefs was cairied by a majority
of 76 to 33. The duke then joined e ghteen of his new
aflociates in a proteft that might very properly be call.
ed a fummary ot their invettives againit the minithy, as
well as of their ohjettions to the addrefs. A tew days
attel, the privy feal, which bad been bddd by his giace,
was given to the earl of Dartmouth ; and lad Geoge
Germain was appointed to the vacant poft of fecretary
of ftate for the colonies. Lord Rochford having, at the
fame time, 1etired fiom public bufinefs, the eml of
Weymouth was re-inftated in the office of fecretary for
the fouthern department, which he had icfigned in the
year, 1771. 'l hefe were followed by fonic other pio-
motions of Jefs confequence, amonyg which, however,
that of lord Lyttleton to the chiet jufticefhip in Eyre
may be thought to defive puticular mention, This
young noblemen, who had fucccedud to the ritle in the
the year 1773, diftguifhed himfelt fo eminently in the
heginning of the very next fiffion, as to unprefs not on.
ly the houte of peers, but the public at' lage, with a

Vour.IIl. * Seepage3z. E , tiim
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firm belief, that the brilhancy of his own genius'would
foon outfhine the tranfmiffive {u(h'c of his father’s repu.
tation. His smaiden fpeech on the great queftion of lite-
raty property, in reply to lord Camden, was univer-
fally admired; and the farther improvement of his ta-
lents in debate feemed now to render him a defirable ac-
quifition to the miniftry.  But though well qualified to
{uftain and even to increafe the parliamentary honours
of the father, he inherited but a very finall portion of
that amiable parent’s moral exccllencics.  Allured by
the falfc charms of vicious pleafure, he indulged with-
out reftraint in all thofe fatal excefies which eneivate the
mind, debafe the charadter, and are almoft equally in-
compatible with prefent efteem and tuture hope.  After
a few years® diffipation, he fank into the grave, the carly
viétim of intemperance and debauchery.

XXVI. The great majorities, with which the ad.
drefles had been carried in both houles, did not difcou-
rage a variety of attempts toimpede, or to render odious,
feveral of the meafures fo formally approved. Refolu-
tions of cenfure were brought forward on the illegality
of fending the Hanoverian troops to Gibraltar and Port
Mahon, without the previous confent of parliament : a
bull for enabling his maijetty to call out and affemble the
militia, in cafes of rebellion in any patt of the Britifh
dominions, was vehemently refited in every fage of its
progiefs, though the militia had been propetly charac-
terized in the addrefs, as ¢ a conftitutional refource,
which, upon every gieat emergency, could not fail of
affording {ecurity to his majefty’s realm, and of giving,
at the fame time, extent and attivity to his military ope-
rations :" the increale of the naval eftabhifhment, and the
augmentation of the land forces, notwithﬂ.mding the af-
furances already given of cheertully and ctfc&uuily fup-
porting the crown in fuch neceflary meafures, were alfo
oppofed with equal o!)liinacy, but with as little effeét as .
-any ot the former:* in fhort, the minority let flip no

* Twenty-¢ight thoufand feamen were voted, and
§5,000 men for the land fervice. opportunity
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opportunity ot harrafling admimftiation, by frequent 1e-
turns fo the chaige, if not witn an jncreafe of numbers,
at leaft with inexhauftible fupplics ot aiperity and vio-
lence.  Foiled in all their other fchemes, the members
of the oppolition direfted their thoughts to that conci-
liatory paragyaph in the fpeech fiom the throne, inwhich
his majefty declaed his readinefs to receive the mifled
with tendeinefs and mercy, and his intention to give
proper powers to perions on the fpot, in order to haften
the defirable .nterchanges of fubmiflion and pardon, of
allegiance and fcemity.  On this ground a motion was
made by Mr. T'emple Luttrell for an addrefs to his ma-
jeity, that the commuffioners appomted to aét in Ame-
lica, for the puspoles held out m the ipeech, fhould be
authorized ¢ to 1cceve propolals for conciliation, trom
any general convention, congiefs, or other colleétive
body, that fhould be found to convey the fentiments of
one or more of the continental colomes, fufpending all
inquiry into the legal or illegal forms under which fuch
colony or colonies may be difpofed to treat ; as the moft
effeflual means to prevent the effufion of blood, and to
reconcile the honour and peimanent intereft of Great
Britain with the requifitions of his majefty’s American
fubjefts.””—The motion was negatived after a very
fhort debate, and without any divifion, it being thought
more becoming the dignity of parliament, as well as
more coufiftent with policy, to find fome other method,
rather than acknowledge the congrefs, by entering into
a treaty with them, to be a legal affembly, which, it was
imagined, would determine the whole queftion of dif-
pute in tavour of America. But far more ftrenuous
excitions were ufed on the fame day (Nov. 7.) in the
houfe: of peers, in fupport of a motivn, which, though
feemingly occafioned by an accidental circumftance, was
difcovered, triom its ultimate tendency, to have been
made in perfeét concert with the ftep taken by Mr.
Luttrell in the lower houfe. 'The petition from the
congrefs, among other p:qgls, having been on that day
laid before the lords, the Duke of Richmond obferved,

E 2 that
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that he faw Mr. Penn below the bar, and moved, that
he might be examined, in order to eftablifh the authen-
ticity of the petition, before they entered into any de-
bates upon its cohtcnts, theichy to obviate the doubts
which might otherwife probably arife upon that head,
and be the means of interrupting their proceedings.—
Befides the informality of the propofid ftep, the inune-
diate inconvenience of bringing in extrancous matter by
furprife, the confequences of ettabliflung fuch a prece-
dent, and  various other objetions, the fallacy of the
pretence was clearly fhewn by an offer to admit the au-
thenticity of the paper in queftion without any proot.—
A long dcbate however arofe, which ended in 1¢jelting
the motion by a majority of §6 to 22. 1T'he Duke then
moved, that Mr. Penn fhould be examined on a future
day ; which, after fome remarks on the httle regard due
to ex parte evidence, was agreed to, and the following
Friday (Nov. 10.) was appointud for that purpofe. It
required no great fagacity to forelee that Mr. Penn’s an-
fwers to any queftions, which might be afked himy
would coincide with the fentiments exprefled in the pe-
tition. He believed them to be finceie, and that, the
congtefs had hitheito entertained no defigns of indepen-
dency, but were inclined to acknowledge the imperial
authority of the mother country, though not in taxa-
tion. He faid, that the war was levicd and carried ont
by the colonifts in detence of what they conceived to be
their rights and liberties, which they thought themfelves
able to maintain againft the urms of Great Britain:
that it was greatly to be feared, if conciliatory mea-
lures were pot f{peedily purfued, they would form con-
neétions with foreign powers: that if {fuch conneQions
were once formed, it would be found a matter of great
difficulty to diflolve them : and he added, that the moft
intelligent men in Philadelphia were of opinion, that the
refufal of the prefent petition would be a bar to all re-
concilement. The examination being finithed, the fame
nobleman, v/ho had propofed it, moved, ¢ that the pe-
tition from the continental congre(s to the king was

ground
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ground for a conciliation of the unhappy differences (ub-
fiting between Great Britain and Amenica.”  The
fame realons, which had deternined government not to
give any anfwer to the petition, weie now urged by the
miniftry againft the Duke’s motion.  They maintained,
< thatit was impoffible to recognife the petition, with-
out 1clinquithing in that aét the fovereivnty of tne Bri-
tith parhament :—that tieating with an unlawful aflem-
bly, who at the very inftant declaied themilclves to be
in a ftate of open refiltance and hoftility, would be, to
all intents and purpoles, legalizing their proceedings,
and admitting them to be the conftitutional repiefenta-
tives of an independent fovereign ftate :—that, 1f they
were fubjetts, they couldnot affmble or deliberate, but
in a mode, and for the purpofes prefcribed by the con-
ftitution ; and if they were not, it would be in the higheft
degree ridiculous to treat with them in a capacity which
they difclaimed :—that their vague and equivocal ac-
knowledgment of the legflative control of the mother
country had been flatly contradited by their oppofing
the exercife of it in cvery inftance that militated with
their interefts or with thewr rebellious defigns : that, in
a word, the whole of the petition was an infidious at-
tempt to gain tine to impofe upon the king and parlia-
ment; it being now a matter of indifputable notoriety,
that while the authors held out fmooth language and
talfe profeflions, they were actually carrying war into
the heart of a province on the continent to which they
had not even the fhadow of a claim, and, in their ap-
peals to the people of Great Britain and Ireland, were
abufing the parhament, denying its authoiiry, and en-
deavouring to involve the whole empire -in rebellion and
hloodfhed.—At the conclufion of the debate, the mo-
tion was rejetted by a majority of 86 to 33.

XXVII. Ina tew days after, (Nov. 20.) lord North
brought a bill into the houfe of commons, the profefled
objeét of which was to unite the moft vigorous coercion
with offers of lenity: to increafe the feverity of penal
rethi&tions, but to leave it in the power of America

E 3 herfelf
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hertelf to prevent their operation. It contained an ab-
folute prohibition of alf trade and intercourfe with the
colonies, while they continued in rebellion: it made
their fhips lawful prizes, and declared their property,
whether conﬁ(ling of veflels or merchandile, taken on
the high feas or in harbour, to be orfeited to the cap-
tors, being the officers and crews of his majefty’s fhips
of war: it repealed the Bofton Port, the fifhery, and
reflraining adls, their provifions in fome inftances being
deemed infufficient in the prefent ftate of warfare, and
their effet in others being liable to interfere with that
of the intended law : but though all the new reftrictions
were adapted to a ftate of attual hottility, yet they were
framed under fuch provilos as might open the door of
peace upon its firft approach; and with this view, a
claufe of the utmoit importance was infeited for cna-
bling the crown to appoint commiffioners, who, befides
the power of fimply granting pardons to individuals,
thould be authorized to inquire into gencral and par-
ticular grievances, and to determine whether any part or,
the whole of a colony were returned to that ftate of obe-
dience, which might entitle them to be received within
the king’s peace and proteétion, in which cafe the pe-
nal reftrictions were to ceafe in their favor.  All the
fire of oppofition was rekindled by this bill; and no ef-
fort of ingenuity or addrefs was left unexerted to pre-
vent the adoption of what they called fo heterogencons
a mixture ot conciliation and war: but in vain.* ‘[he
bill

* Lord Mansfield's fpeech in the debate on the third
reading of the above bill in the houfe of pecrs having
bcen as malignantly decried by one party as it was
highly applauded by another, a few extra&s from it
will enable the reader to judge how much ftrefs ought
in general to be laid on the candour and accuracy of
fuch criticifms. Havingexplained fome claufes which
feemed to have been mifunderftood, or mifreprefented,
his lordﬂ\i}) fpoke thus to the principle of the bill :
‘¢ As to the original matter,’’ he faid, *¢ that gave
rife to this bill, I'always was of opinion that the pco-
. ple
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bill was caiied through the necefliry founs before the
holidays, and received the royal aflent on the twenty-third
of December, when the iords adjourned to the twenty-
third of January, the commons having done the fame
two days before. 1776.

ple of Amcerica were as much bound to obey the acts
of the Britifh parliament, “as the inlabitants of Lon-
don and Middlefex I always thought, that ever
fince the peace ot Paris, the noithern colonies were me-
ditating a ftatc of independency on this countiy., They
have told you as much in one of the publications of
the continental congrefs, wherein they thank Provi-
dencey tn infpiving 1herr encmies with the refolution of
aot attempting to carry their fehemes of dominion into
execution, till they bad arrived at a growth and fivength
fufficient to refifi them, 1 have not a doubt on my
mind but this has becen their intention from the pes
riod I allude to. Whatever might be their wifthes be-
fore that time, their fituation rendered it impra&ica-
blc, becaufe it was this country that could alone pro-
teé them againft the powor of France, to which their
whole frontier lay expofed. But allowing that all
their profetiions were genuine,---that their inchinatjons
were thofe of duty and refpect towards this country---
that they entered mnto the prefent rebellion through
the intrigucs and arts of a tew {atlious and ambitious
men,---that the ftamp at was impioper,---that the
declaratory law might affert the fupiemacy over that
coiintry, but it ought never to be exercifed, nor
amount to more than fuch a power as his piefent ma-
Jefty claims over the kingdom of Fiance, a mere no-
minal dominion,---that no troops fhould be fent into
that countiy, even to defend them, without theirown

ermiffion,---that the admiralty courts fhould never

¢ made to extend there, though by the trial by jury
the parties themfelves would be judges,---that offtn-
ders aganft the laws and authority of this countiy
thould be tried for offences by perfons who themlelves
were ready to declare they did not think the charges
¢riminal,---that no reftraints fhould be laid on their
commerce, though that great bulwark of the riches

and commerce of thi. country, the ad of navigation
depended
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1776,  XXVIII. As no other mealure of importance
was fubmitted by the minifter to the confideration of
parliament till March, it may not prove altogether un-
fatisfattory, during this outward (ufpente of the farther
defigns of goveinment, to trace the outlines of the various
conciliatory plans relative to the colonies, which origi--
nated from different members of the minority, in the
courfe of the laft and of the prefent feffion. The firtt

depended on fuch reftraints,-~-that, in fhort, everv
meafure hitherto taken to fecuie their fubmniffion was
wrong :---yct, admitting all this to be true, my lords,
what are we todo ?  Are we to reft inactive, withour
auns acrofs, till they fhall think proper to begin the
attack, and gain ftrength to do it witheflet? We
are now in fuch a fituation, that we muft either fight
or be purfued. Whata Swedith general faid to his
men, in the reign of Guftavus Adolphus, juft at the
cve of a battle, is extremely applicable to us at pre-
fent. Pointing to the encmy, who were marching
down to engage them, fays he, My lads, you fee thyfe
meny yonder : if you do not kill them, they will §ill yoe.
It we do not, my lords, get the better of America,
America will get the better of us. ¥ * * * ¥ [t js fud
the prefent war is only defenfive on the part of Ame-
rica  “Is that the cafe ? Is the attack on Canada, or
the attempt on Halifax a defenfive war? * * * * # pAre
we in the midft of all the outrages of hoftility, of feiz-
ing our thips, ftorming our forts, entering our pro-
vinces at the head of numerous armies, to ftand 1 e,
becaufe we arc told this is an unjuft war, and wait
till they have brought their arms to our very doors 3**
His lordfhip then mentioned fome inftances of former
wars, which were profecuted with vigour, though the
juftice of their caufes was very difputable ; and thew-
ed how ahfurd it would be, in ti.e prefent alarming
pofture of affairs, to wafte the time in debates about
who was originally in the wiong. ¢¢ Such inquiries,”’
faid he, *“muft give way to our aual fituation, and the
confequences which muft enfue, thould we recede,
would, nay muft, beinfinitely worfe than any we have
to dread by puifuing the prefent plan, or agreeing to
a final fepaiation.’” # # # » » 4 » motion
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motiou of this kind was made by the ear] of Chatham,
on the twentieth of January 1775; the objuét of which
was an addrefs to the king for recalling the troops from
Bofton, as the firlt ftep towards a happy fettlenent of the
dangercus troubles in America, by beginning to ailay
ferments and foften aninofities there, and for the purpole
of preventing any {fudden and taral cataftrophe.  But his
lordthip was unable, with all thepowers of his eloquence,
to unprefs a convition of the propriety of fuch a meafure
on the minds of many of his hearers. Somne even of thofe
who were the moft earneft for an amicable adjuftment
of the difputes, did not think it either generous or wife
to leave a great numbe, ot perfons, who had rifked theit
lives in favor of the clauns of the mother country, as un-
proteéted viétuns to the rage of an armed and incenfed
populace, and that too, before any previous ftipulations
were made for their fafety. A few fupported the motion,
metely becaufe it looked towards peace, and becaufe,
they fad, they thought any thing better than a perfever-
ance in hoftility. The friends of government were not
moicayeide to the earl’s propofal, than exafperated by his
kinguage. ¢ I will knock,™ faid he, ¢ at the door of
this {leeping and contounded miniftry, and will roufe
them to a fenle of their danger ;' and in order to do this,
he declaimed againit the tyranny of the legiflature, jufti-
fied refiftance to its afts, ridiculed the means which had
been employed to enforce tubiniffion, called the troops at
Bofton an army of irritationand impotence, faid that the
glorious fpiit of Whiggifm animated three millions
in America who would die in detence of their rights,
and atked what could oppofe that {pirit, aided by the
congemal flame glowing in the breafts of every whig in
England, to the amount, he lioped, of double the Ame-
rican numbers ? He alfo affirmed, that they had Ireland
to 2 man; and that the union of all frecinen o both fides
of the Atlantic in this great caufe was ¢ the alliance of
God and nature—immutable—eternal~—fixed as the fir-
fnament of heaven.”™  Such inflammatory rant was, in-
deed, well calculated to encourage a rebellious cong‘l;efs,

ut
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but not to cnlighten or perfuade a Britifh fenate. . The
motion was rejeCted by an unufual majority of nearly
four to one.  Some of the earl’s friends, or his own re-
fleCtion having probably fuggcfted to him, that the faint
fupport he met with on this cccafion, and the mortifying
munority in which he was lett, were owing to his intem-
perate fallies, he aflumed a very different tone, the tone
of mild and modeft peifuafion, in bringing forward, a
few days after, a bill, to which the former motion was
orly preparatory, under the title of ¢« A provifional a&t
for fettling the troubles in America, and for afferting
the (upremng legiflative authority and fuperintending power
of Great Britain over the colonies,”  The manner, in
which he introduced this bill, agiced well with its avow-
ed purpofe :—it was really conciliating. He faid he of-
fered it as a bafis for averting the dangers which threat-
ened the Britifhempire; and he hoped that it would meet
with the approbation of every fide of the houfe: he ftated
the urgent neceffity of fome fuch plan, as the delay of a few
hours might, pc:fmps, for ever defeat the poffibility of
any friendly intervention: he reprefented Great Britain
and America as drawn up in martial array, waiting for
the fignal to engage in a conteft, in which it was ljttle
matter for whom victory declred, as ruin and deftruc-
. tion would be the inevitable confequence to both parties:
he withed from principle and duty, to at the part of a
mediator, folemnly protefting, ¢ that no regard for po-
pularity, no predelittion for his country, not the high
efteem he entertained for America on the one hand, nor
his unalterable fteady regard for the dignity of Great
Britain on the-other, fhould in the prefent cafe influence
Jhis condué&:* he therefore im:rt:ateJJ the afliftance of the
houfe to digeft the crude materials which he prefumed to
lay before it, and to 1educe his bill to that form which
was {uited to the dignity and importance of the fubject,
and to the great ends to which it was ultimately
direted: he called on their lordfhips to exercife their
candour, and deprecated the effets of partiality or
prejudice, of faltious (pleen, or blind predeliction: he
declared
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declared himfe'f a&uated by no narrow principle, or
paidonal confideration whatever, adding that though the
prepofed bill might be looked upon as a bill of couceffion,
1t was impoflible not to confels, at the fame time, that
it was a bill of affertion.  Atter thus preface, the eal
explained the various objeéts of his buill. It laid down
as a condition not to be controverted, and upcn which
all the benfits of the aét dependid, a full acknowledg-
ment of the fupremacy of the legiflature, and the tupor-
intending power of the Britith parliament. It did not
abfolutely decide in words upon the right ot taxation,
but partly as a matter of grice, and patly, to appear-
ance, as a compromife, declared and enaéted, that no
tallage, tax, or other chaige thall be levied in America,
except by common confent n their provincial aflemblies.
It aflcited, asan undoubted prevogative, the royal right
to fend any part of a legal army to any part of its do-
minions, at all times, and in all feafons, and ¢~adeinned
a paflage in the firlt petition from tne contiuental con-
grefs, which militited with that right ; but, as aialvo,
acclaréd, that no military torce, however legally rated
and kept, could ever be {;whxlly employed to violate and
detroy the juft rights of the people. It legalized the
holding of a congrefs in the enfuing month of May, for
the double purpole of duly recogmifing the fupreme le-
gillativeauthur ity and (uperintending power ot parlizmment
over the colonies, and for making a free giant to the
king, his heirs and fucceflms, of a certam and pe1 petual
revenue, fubje@t to the difpofition of parhament, and
applicable to the alleviation of the national Jebt § taking
it for granted that this tree aid would bear an honourable
proportion to the great and flourithing ftate of the colo-
mes, the needfities of the mother country and their obli-
gations to her.  On thefe conditions, 1t rethained the
powers ot the adniralty courts to their ancient limits ;
and, without 1epealing, fufpended for alimited time thofe

Mlate adts, or parts of a&ts, which had been complained
af in.the petition from the continental congiefs. It placed
the judges upun the fuue footing, as to the holdinhg lof

their
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their falaries and offices, with thofe in England ; and
fecured to the colonies all the privileges, franchifes, and
immunities, granted by their (everal charters and coniti-
tutions. The majority againft receiving this bill was
61 to 32 *; but it cetainly would have done greater
honour to many of the lords in adminiftration, had they, in
this inftance, followed the exampleof hiberality and candour
fet them by the earl at the head of the American depart-
ment, whoiaid, ¢ that the bill took in fuch a varicty of
matter, that it wasimpoffible to pronounce any immedi-
ate opinion concerning its propriety ; and that as its
noble author did not feem to prefs the houte to an imme-
diate decifion, but appeared rather defirous that it fhould
be maturely and fully confidered, he fuppofed it would
be agrceabf; to him, and he would have no objetion to
receive it upon that condition, that it fhould lic upon
the table, till the American papers weie fuft taken into
confideration.” It is not improbable that thereit of the
minifters, particularly lord Gower, lord Sandwich, and
thedukeot Giafton, &illfelt the fimart of lord Chatham's
iiritating language when he made his former motion ;
and were now willing to ictaliate, by treating him and
his prefent bill with funilar afperity and contempt.  His
bad itate of health rendered hum unable to attend to his
duty in puliament from that time till the year 1777.—
The fubjet of conciliation, however, was nut dropt by
other gentlemen of the minoritys  Mr. Butke and Mr.
Hartley fubmitted their reipeétive plans to the houfe of
commons at 2 more advanced petiod of the fame leflion,
but with po better fuccefs than lord Chatham’s earlier
attempts had met with in the houfe of lords. Mi. Burke
introduced his famous propofitions with one ot the incft
difpaflionate, argumentative, and cloquent fpeeches that
he ever delivered. e faid, that lus plan was founded
on the fure and folid balis of experience ; that neither the
chimeras of imagination, abftract ideas of 1ight, or mere

* In the former divifion on theearl’s motion for the
recal of the troops, he was lett in a munority of 18
againft 68, general
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general.theories of government ought to be attended to :
he took a view of the origin and progiefs of the colonics,
the aftcmflung growth of their population, the rapid ie-
creale of their commerce, fitheries, and agriculture; and
thence deduced the line of condu& that fhould be purfued
with regaid to them,— line, he affeited, which had uni-
formly led to {ecurity, advantage, and hopour: he went into
an hiftorical detail of the manner of admitting Ireland,
Wales, and the counties palatine of Chefter and Durham
into ¢ an intereft in the conftitution ;** and endeavoured to
prove that this admiffion was not only the caufe of the
mternal happine(s of thofe countries, but of their attach-
ment to the crown and fupreme legiflature : this, he
maintained, had always becn the grand principle of Bri-
tith policy towards all parts of the empire, though the
mode of applying it was neceflarily varied according to
ciicumftances : to this old principle he therefore wifhed
to go back, and to record it in the journals, asa fettled
ground of futwe proceedings, in order to guard aé%ainﬁ
the mifchicfs of late inconftancy : he took the doétrine,
language, and mode ot reafoning, contained in the pre-
ambles to former aéts of pailiament, for his models ; and
on thele he meant ¢ to eftablifh the equity and juftice of
a taxation of Americaby grant, and not by impafition ;—
to mark the legal competency of the colony aflemblies
for the fupport ot their government in peace, and for
public aids in time of war ;—to acknowledge that this
legal competency has had a dutiful and beneficial exercile;;
and that expericnce has fhewn the benefit of their grants,
and the futility of parliamentary taxation as a method of
fupply.” ‘This was the fubftance of Mr. Burke's fix
fift propofitions ; to which he added fiven more, refpeét-
ing the fettlement of an independent judicature, the re-
gulation of the courts of admiralty, and the repeal of the
late coercive afts. The previous queftion being moved
on the firft propofition, it was carried in favor of the
‘miniftry by 270 voices to 78 ; which decided the fate of
all thereft. Mr. Hartley's [cheme was [cemingly intended
to 1econcile oppofite opinions, by fupprefling or foftening

Vour, III, F the
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the moft « Henfive and contradiftory points on both fides.
1t propod, that lettas of rcquiﬁytion theuld be iflued,
agreeably to ancient precedent, under authority of the
crown, but on a motion from that houle, with a view to
procure a voluntary and petmancnt contribution from the
feveral colowes towards the general expeuces of the em-
pe: thus the privilege of judging fur themfelves of the
expediency, of fixing the amount, and determining the
application of the grants was to be 1eftored to the affem-
blies: the compultory threat in lood North's plan was
lett out : theobjetion to the raifing of 4 revenue without
content of parlament was 1emoved, as the requifition
would be made at their exprets defire : and, in order to
fecure the acquiefconce of the colonifts, Mr. Hartley
infitted on the neceffity of at lealt fufpending what he called
¢ the three vindi&ive Ametican alls,” as the houfe had
alteady declmed againtt the repeal of them. His motions
on thote different heads were negatived without adivifion.
Both M:. Buike and Mr. Hurtley 1cnewed thewr at-
tempts almoft as foon as another feflion afforded them
the opportunity. The former having, on the fixteenth
of November, prefented a petition trom jome clothiers
in Wiltthire deprecating the horrors of a civil wan, and
conjuiing the houfe to adopt lenient meafures, faid ¢ he
wifhedthat the prayer of the petition fhould be confi-
dered as an exotdium to the bufinefs which he was going
to propofe,”—a plan for procuring pe-ce by concetlion.
He confidered patliament, not as the reprefentative, but
as the fovereign of America; and, in conformity to that
idea, he Propol'cd to quict the prefent troubles in the
fame manner that the ancient difputes between the crown
and the people on the fubjeétot taxation were terminated
in the 1eign of Edward I.  The kings ot England, he
obftived, had been, before that time, inthe praétice of
levying taxes upon the people by their own authority :
they jultified that piaétice upon the very fame principles,
and with the fame aiguments as thofe now uled to fup-"
port the right of pailiament in taxing the Americans:
they contended that the crown being charged with thg

public
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public'dclence, muft be furnifhed alfo with the means of
providing for it; and that it would be abfurd to commit
atruft into the hands ot one perfon, and to leave the
power of executing it to depend upon the will of another :
yet the force of thele arguments and the allurements of
the clum did not prevent one of the greateft and wifeft
of the Englith monaichs from making a clear and abfo-
lute fwirender ot it in the famous ftatute ¢ de tallagie
non concedemdo,” which laid the foundation of unity and
happinefs iu his kingdom, and, in all human probabi-
lity, was the means of preferving the other branches of
the toyal prerogative mviolate: that ftatute, which
wilely 1made no mention of any former right, confifted
of thiee principal paits, a fimple renunciation of taxing ;
a repeal of all laws which had been made upon a con-
tray principle ; and a general pardon : taking therefore
the (put of an aét fo falutary in its operations, for his
guide, and tuppofing Great Biitain to ftand in the place
ot the foverdign, and Amenica in that of the fubje&t,
Mr. Bumkemadea remunciation of the exercife of taxation,
without at all interfering in the queftion of right, the fuft
great objet of his prefent bill: it retained, at the fame
time, the power of levying duties for the regulation of com-
merce; but the money fo raifed was to be at the difpofal of
the gencral affemblies : it invefted the crown with authority
to convene, when neceflary, meetings of deputies from
the {everal colonies ; and their adts were to be binding
upon alls the duty aét of the year 1767, with the late
coercive and penal laws, were to be repesled : a general
ammefty was to be gianted, upon the Americans laying
down their arms within a given time; and all futwe re-
venues were to be free aids from the fubjelts there as
well as hete. Though the bill. was rejected by 210
voices, againft 105 in its favor, yet Mr. Buke had
fome caule to exult, that this was the higheft proportion
in numbers which the oppofition had hitherto borne to
the majority, Mr. Hartley had not any confolation of
that fort on the failure of his fecond attempt. The prin-
cipal heads of the new plan, which he fubmitted to the

F2 houfe
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houfe on the feventh of December, were an addrefs to
his majefty for fufpending hoftilities ; a reftoration of
the right of ¢lefting an aflembly and council to the colo-
ny of Maffachufet’s Bay; a bill entitling every flave in
North America to a tiial by jury in ciiminal cafes, an-
nulling any provincial laws repugnant thereto, and to be
regiftered by the relpective aflemblies of all the colonies
as a teft of their fubmiffion to the fupreme legiflatwe ;
this proof of their obedience, without any invidious re-
cognition in exprefs words, to be followed by a repeal
of all the obnoxious laws fince the year 1763, and a ge-
neral indemnity.  The whole concluded with a repeti-
tion of his foimer propofal to reinftate the commons of
America in the privilege of freely granting fuch fupplies
as might be neceflary for government and defence, and
which were to be demanded in the accuftomed manner
by letters of requifition to the feveral provinces. The
main fubjet having already been fiequently and fally
difcufled, the debate now was very fhort 3 and the quef=
tion being put on the firft of Mr. Hartley's refolutions,
it was rejected by a majority of 123 to 2x; and the reft
received a negative without any divifion, That gentle-
man had little reafon to flatter himfelf with any hopes of
better fuccefs. He did not a&t in concert with the great
body of the oppofition : the fenfe of a confiderable majo-
rity of the houfe had often been declared againft the prin-
ciples on which his whole fyftem of pacification was
founded: and, but two days betore, they had given the
moft decifive affent to lord North’s plan, which feemed
to preclude any farther propofals, at leatt till its inefh-
cacy fhould .be proved by aftual experiment.  This con-
fideration, however, did not prevent the duke of Gratton
from biinging forward, atter the Chriftimas reccfs, what
might be called the ultimatum of the mirority on this
fabje&t. He feemed to adopt their opinion, that the
¢oncihatory claufe in the minifter’s bill held out a delu-
five fhew of peace, without furnithing any means, or
ctontaining any powers, by which that objeét could bé
attained. He therefore moved ¢¢ that an lmmbl::i ads

ref3
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‘diefs be prefented to his majefty, befeeching him, that
in ordet' to prevent the farther effufion of blood, and to
manifeft how defirous the king of Great Britain and his
parliament are to reftore peace to all parts of the domi-
nions of his majefty’s crown, and how earneftly they
with to redre(s any real giievances of his majefty’s fub-
jedts, his majefty would be gracioufly plealed to iffue a
proclamation, declaiing, that if the colonies within a
reafondble time betore or after the arrival of the troops
deftined for America, fhall prefent a petition to the com-
mander in chief, or to the commiflioner or commiflioners
to be appointed under the aét for preventingall trade and
intercow fe with the feveral colonies therein {pecified,
fetting torth in fuch petition, which is to be tranfmitted
to his majefty, what they confider to be their juit rights
and real grievances ; that, inluch cale, his majetty will
confent to a fufpenfion of arms 5 and that his majety has
authority fiom his parliament to affure them, that fuch
their petition fhall be received, confidered, and anfwer-
«d.”—Belides the general arguments in favor of peace,
which had been too often repeated to admit ot any no-
velty, the duke fpecified two cncumftances, which he
thought rendered a compliance with the motion, or the
adoption ot [ome cquivalent fubftitute, at this time ab-
folutely neceflary.  The fift was ¢ the new dorine of
uncomditronal {ubimiffion, which had been broached, his
grace faid, ¢ n the other houle,™ and which he believed
would have the worft effeis on the minds of the Ame-
nticans: the fecond was a piece of intelligence, which he
looked upon as a fubjet of great and juit alarm, ¢ that
two Fiench gentlemen, towards the clofe of the laft fum-
ur, went to America, and held a conference with ge-
neral Wathington at the provincial camp, who referred
them to the continental congrefs, whither they immedi-
ately repained.”—Little flrels was laid by the lords in
adminiftration on either of thofe ciicumftances. They
, contended that the power of granting pardons was com-
petent to every jult and requifite puipofe; and that the
{ubmiflion expected fiom the colonies was the only thing
Fs3 that
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that could lay a lafting bafis for the future fecurity of the
conftitutional rights o% that country, the fupreme legif-
lative controuling authority of this, and the general in-
terefts of the whole empire. With regard to the infor-
mation of two gentlemen having vifited Cambridge, the
head quarters of the provincial army, and having after-
wards gone to Philadelphia, they might either have been
travellers on a tour of turiofity, or merchants who went _
to negotiate matters in the way of trade on their owh
private account. The duke’s motion was rejefted by a
majolity of 91 to 51.* It would be eafy, at the pre-
fent period, to amufe fupeificial minds with conjettures
on the probable confequences of thofe fchemes, had they
been adopted.  Their prefumed fuccefs might be heigh-
tened by the ultimate failure of the meafures which go-
vernment purfued, and the accomplifhment of the warn-
ings then given to adminiftration by the minority. Many
of their prophecies were, indeed, fulfilled : the colonies
perfevered in their refiftance: foreign powers took a part
in their favor: and the mother country, after a long

-and expenfive ftruggle, was obliged to relinquith her
claims of {overeignty, But may it not alfo be affirmed,
with the fiicteft truth, that the language and conduét
of the oppofition, both in and out of purliament, weie

* Mr. Sawbridge made a weak attempt of the con-
ciliatory kind towards the clofe of the feffion ; but it
could not ftritly be noticed in the above detail of dif-
tin& plans propofed by the minority, as it wanted the
merit of both novelty and ingenuity, being mercly an
application of the principle laid down in Mr. Burke’s
firft bill. . Its obje® was to liave the colonies placed
on the fame footing as Ireland, with refpe& to giving
and granting their money by their ownicprefentatives,
The motion was weakly fupported in point of numbers
as well as argument. Nothing prevented the debate
on fo trite a fubje@ from languithing into perfe@ dul-
nefs, but fome of T. Luttrell's cccentricitics, and a
few enlivening flathes of R. Rigby’s wit. When the -
houfe divided, Mr. Sawbridge was left in a minority
of 33 againft 115, among



. A Do 1976, GEORGE 111, 67
among the principal caufes of the rebellion and inflexible
ebftinacy oF the Americans, and urged them to perform
what the minority had predicted? Muft not their conti-
nual reprefentations of the weak, the exhaufted, the de-
tencelefs ftate of Great Britain have operated as a frong
temptation to her old, revengeful enemies, to join in a
confpiracy for her ruin, though the ftep they took was
repugnant to every dictate not only of honour, but of
real intereft and found policy ? If France and Spain had
not afforded fuch a proof ot their narrow views and almoft
frantic infatuation, it would have been deemed impof-
fible for them, or any power poflefling colonies of its own,
ever to think of fomenting and invigorating the fpirit of
revolt in thofe of another nation, It fhould alfo be re-
membered, that fome of the moft alarming preditions of
the minority, thofe upon which the whole {uperftru&twme
of their oppofition was raifed, proved to be fallacious.—
They boldly aflerted, that eternal enmity would be the
confequence of the ftruggle, and that the moment the
Americans fhould eftablith their independency, Biitain's
fun muft fet, and the glory of the empire pafs away for
ever. ‘The very reverle took placeat the end of the war:
the colonifts became more frongly attached by thcir wants
to the mother country, than they had ever before been
by the ties of pretended aifeftion, allegiance, or grati-
tude : Britain’s fun, fo far from fetting, foorr emerged
from behind the clouds with which it had been obfcured :
and the glory of theempire was certainly 1ather increafed
than diminifhed by fo unparalleled a conteft with the com-
bined powers of France, Spain, Holland, and America.
But thefe truths will be better illuftrated in the fucceffive
detail of events.

XXIX. The firft affair of any moment which the
minifter laid before parliament after the holidays, was the
confideration of fome treaties entered into by his majeft
with the duke of Brunfwick, the landgrave of Hefle
Caffel, and the count of Hanau, for hiring about feven-

"teen thoufand of their troops for the American fervice.

Lord North’s motion (Feb, 29) for referring copi;srof
thefe
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thefe treaties to the committee of fupply occafioned a long
and warm debate, in which the oppofition contended that
nothing could bemore dilgraceful to Great Britain, than
to be obliged to apply to the petty princes of Germany
for fuccouts to enable her to fubdue her own fubjeéts.—
The danger of the meafure, the expence attending the
troops, and the little probability of their fuccefs were
alfo infifted upon. With regard to the expence in par-
ticular, it was [aid, that the German princes had fet no
bounds to their extortions : they were to have levy-mo-
ney at the rate of above feven pounds a man : the troops
weie to enter into pay before they began to march: the
princes had even the modefty to demand a double fubfidy,
which, in one inftance, was to be continued for two years,
and, in another, for one year after the return of the
troops to their 1efpettive countrics. The mimftry, in
reply, entered very fully into the propriety, the policy,
and the urgency of the meature: they fhuwed that the
terms were {ubitantially the fame as thofe of tormer trea-
ties, by which Gieat Britain had obtained foreign troops
for purpofes of infinitely lefs national importance than the
prefent = they thought that the fuddennefs of the requi-
fition, with the novelty, diftance, length of fea voyage,
and other dilagreeable circumftances attending this fer-
vice, would have warranted much higherdemands : they
maintained, that even fuppoling fuch a number of forces
could have been {peedily raifed at home, it could not be ex-
peted thatraw and undifciplined troops,who had never feen
any fervice, and who weie not yet hardened toany change
of food, climate, or habits of life, could anfwer the pur-
pole fo well as tiied veterans, whofe conftitutional and
militacy habits were already formed : to thefe a1guments
was added not only the inconvenience, but the gieat lofs
of withdrawing fo many ufeful hands from hufbandry and
manufattures ; and it was farther obferved, that the ex-
pence in that cafe would not end with the war, but that
the nation would be faddled with the heavy and lafting
incumbrance of the half-pay eftablifhment of near thinty
battalions : fo that, in every point of view, thofe tre;\tlides

wuu
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" would,be tound equally prudent and neceffary. The de-
bate continued till two o’clock next morning, when the
queftion being put on the minifter’s motion, it wascarried
by a majotity of 242 to 83. ‘The fubject was again
agitated on receiving the report trom the committee of
fupply on the fourth ot March; and with ftill greater
vehemence next day in the houfe of lords, where the duke
of Richmond moved for an addrefs, of confiderable length,
to his majelty, which, befides {everal obfervations rela-
tive to the treaties, took in a comprehenfive view of the
fituation of American affairs, and the confequences of a
perfeverance in the prefent meafures, all tending to give
weight to a requeit, that his majefty would be pleafed
to countermand the march of thole forcign troops, and
likewife give ditections for an immediate fufpenfion ot
hoftilities in America, in order to lay a foundation fora
happy and permanent reconciliation between the contend-~
ing parts of the empire., The divifion in this houfe was
no lefs in favour of the minifters than that in tNe com-
mons, the duke’s motion being rejeéted by a majority of
100 to 32. It was attended with a proteft in an unufual
form, which only reciting the terms of the propofed ad-
drefs, concluded with the fignatures of ten of the mino-
rity to a filent diffent.

XXX, A very curious motion, which the attomey
general called @ party fquib, hid been made fome days
before in the lower houle by Mr. Themas Townfhend,
founded on a meffage lately fent to the parliament of Ire~
land by the loid Leutenant, requefting in the king’sname
tour thoufand troops from the ufual eftablifhment in that
country, for the American fervice, and engaging that
Ireland fhoull be ielieved trom the expence of naintain-
ing them during their abfence, with a propofal, that for
the fecurity and proteétion of that kingdom, it was his
majefty’s intention, if defired by parliament, to replace
fuch torces by an equal number of foreign proteftant

stroops, the charge ot which fhould be alfodetrayed with-

out any incumbrance on Ireland. Mr. Townfhend and

~ his paity aftismed that thedefign of introducing foreign
troops
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troops into Ircland was fraught with danger and mifchief s
that 1t was the highe®t prefumption in the lord lieutenant
to engage for the payment of any fpeafic fums by the
parliament of Great Britain ; and that hus temerity could
only be equalled by his folly in propofing to detray the
expence of eight thoufand men for the lervice of four
thoufand. They concurrdd therefore in frenuoufly fup-
porting amotion, ¢ that the ear] of Harcoutt was herein
chargeable with a breach of piivilege, and had aéted in
durogation of the authority of the Biitith houfe of com-
mons ; and that a committee be appointed to inquire into
the fame.” Tt was flated, on the other hand, that the
lord lieutenant’s meflage had a very proper 1cference to
a promite ade by the king to the Irith parliament in
1769, when the military eftablifhment was raifed fiom
twelvc to fifteen thouw/and men, ¢¢ that there never fhould
be lefs than twelve thoufand in Deland, except in cafe of
altual invafion or rebelliun in Gieat Biitain. Now, as
the prefent want of troops was not within thofe excep-
ticns, it certainly was his majefty’s firft bufinefs to be
abfolved from that promife by the parties to whom it
was made; but if he had applied firft to the commons of
Great Biitain, it muft have been for their approbation
of a meafure in direct breach of his promife to Ireland.
Sd much for the propricty of the meffage, which was
worded in 2 manner perfeétly agreeable to official ufage,
while the meafure itfelf was in exalt conformit{' to that
ancient and acknowledged prerogative, by which the
crown, upon any emergency, raifed troops of its own
will, and then applied to parliament for the payment, or
entered into treaties for the [ame purpofe with foreign
princes, and pl dged the national faith for a due perfor-
mance of the articles. It was admitted, that the offcr
to pay for eight thoufand men, in return for the fervice of
only f{)ur thoufand, if that was really meant in the lord
licutenant’s meflage, did not appear to be very cecor.omi-
cal: yet,if the men could not be obtained uponbetter terms,-
the meafure was defenfible on the ground of neceflity ; and
it there were alfo fufficient reafons for thinking it better

to
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to fend ‘natives than foreigners to America, the offer could
require no farther juthification. Inany cafe, even fuppo-
fing lord Harcourt to have been miltaken, to have cx-
ceeded his inftruélions, or not to have convcyed his
meaning in the clearclt terms, the Britith miniftry were
ncither bound by, nor accountable fur, the contents of
his meflage to the parliament of another kingdom. Be-
fides, the Iiifh houfe of commons had cheartully affent-
ed to the requifition of four thoufand troops, without
putting Great Britain to the expence of ieplacing them
fo that, in fact, no objett of centure ranained except a
very difputable, and merely imputed ill intention.  The
motion for a committee to inquire into the matter of the
faud complaint was therctore rejected by 2 majority of
224 to 106 ; and tome other motions for laying the votes
of the Iith parliament, relative to this bufinefs, before
the houle, and for patling acenfure on the lord Leutenant’s
conduét, were negatived without a divifion.

XXXI. Among the various cftimates and arcounts
which were refered to the committee of fuppl:, none
was attacked by the oppolfition with fuch unquibified

¢ alperity as that for defraying extraoidinary exponces of
the land forces, and other fervices incuried betwean the
ninth of March, 1775, and the thirty-fiuft of January,
1776, which amounted to fomcthing more than eight
hundred and forty-five thoufand pounds. Colonel Barié
and Mr. Burke exerted all the powes of thair eloquence,
all the force ot their wat and ridicule, in contrafting the
moft brilliant campaigns in Englith hittory with the ex-
ploits of the army at Bofton : Marlborouglys victorics
in the year 1704, and the conqueft of Canada in 1760,
were painted in glowing colcws: Blenheim and the
Heights of Abiaham weré oppofed to  Lexington and
Bunker's Hill ; and the river Myftic was ludicroufly
placed in the fame view with the Rhine and the Da-
nube : the falvation of the German empite, the rum of
an ambitious power which had been for half a century

- the fcourge and terror of Emope, the fecurity and en-
laigement of the Britith deminions in North Amrin icla

1l
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had not, it was alledged, in any degree equalled the cx-
pences of the laft campaign : both {peakers concluded
their refpeftive harangues, in which they had travelled
far out of their way in fearch of irritating illuftrations,
with high panegyrics on general Montgomery, the ac-
count of wiofe death had arrived a few days before*.
Never, perhaps, was fo much ingenuity blended with fo
little candour. ~ After this parade of oratory, theie were
only two fimple queftions arifing on the whole fubject,
whether the money had been properly applied ? and whe-
ther the meafures that induced the expenditure were ne-
ceffary 2 As a proof of the firft, the requifitions of the
commander in chief were immediately produced, which
were in due time to be followed by proper vouchers for
every article; and parliament had already given its re-
peated {anétion to the fecond, As to the little progieis
made in the firft campaign, it chiefly originated from
having entertained too good an opinion of the Americans :
it was never imagined that the other colonies could be
wicked enough to unite with the Maflachufet’s Bay in
rebellion, nor confequently able to form the blockade of
Botton, and prevent the fupply which the abundance of
that country yiclded. So unexpefted a combination had
not only occafioned delay in order to piepare for more
vigorous meafures, but had alfo rendered it neceflary to
fend all the provifions for the Britifh army fiom Europe ;
which was the immediate caufe of thofe extraordinary
expences. In reply to the praifes folavifhly beftowed on
general Montgomery, lord North admitted that he was
brave, . he was able, he was humanes he was gene-
rous; but ftill he was only a brave, able, humane, and
generous rebel ; (o that one might almoft apply to him
that line in the tragedy of Cato—¢ Cwufeon Ilis virtues,
they've undone his country.”—In the firlt divifion, the
numbers were 180 in favour of the minifter againtt 57 ;
and the houfe did not divide in any of the fubfequent de-
bates on the fame fubjeét.t XXXII. -

* See page 24. .

+ The whole fupplies for the fervice of the current

year,
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XXXII. A bill for the eftabliflunent of a militia in
Scotland had been brought in betore the holidays by
lord Mountftuart ; but tiom the negleft of attendance
which prevailed for {fome time, and trom his lordthips
defire of having the fubje& difcufled in full houfes, it
hung over durmng the greater part of the feffion. The
grounds, on which he defended the meature, were very
plaufible.  He faid, that a mulitia was the great conthi-
tational bulwark of the kingdom; and that no gond
reafon could be afligned for excluding any part of the
ifland trom contributing to the general fecwity : yet the
prople of England were tiained to the ufe of arms, while
Scotland was left weak and defencelefs : the retaining of
fuch an invidious diftntion feived only to keep alive
ancient jealoufies, and to nowifh odious prejudices and
malignities.  But the grand objection to the plan was,
that five fixths ot the expence to be incurred by fuch an

year, including alfo the above extras and the defici-
encies of the laft year, amounted to very near ning
million, one hundied thoufand pounds: the waysand
means refolved upon in the committee, conliting of
the malt duty, the land tax which was jaifed from
three to four thillings in the pound, exchequer bills,
and the produceof the finking fund, with fome fmaller
1efpurces, were calculated at little more than feven
million, onc hundied and fifty thoufand pounds: in
order to make up the deficiency between the grants
and the fupplics, and to afford an overplus of a few
thoufands, a loan of two millions was neceflary, the
intereft of whizh was provided for by a tax of twenty
thillings each on gentlemen’s four-wheeled gairiages,
a tax of five pounds each on ftage coaches, an additi-
onal flamp of one fhulling on deeds, an additional
halfpenny on newfpapers, another fixpenny ftamp om
cards, and a half ciown ftamp on dice:’ = vote of cre~
dit for ane million was alfo pafled to enable his ma=
jety to defray any extraordinary cxpences that might
Peincurred on accountof military fervice, and to make
good the charges of calling in the remnainder of the
light gold coin, G ettablihment
Vou. IIL.
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eft. blithment muft be paid by Englith land-owneis, as
the militia were direétly mamtained out of the land-
tax, of which Scotland paid a very inconfiderable propor-
tion. ‘The advocates fgr the bill replied, that the land-
tax was no fair ciiterion of what Scotland really contri-
buted towards the common fupport ; for her confump-
tion of Englifh manutactures, and ot fore?n commodi-
tics which paid duties here, was very confiderable, and
one half of the produce of the lands of that country was
{aid to be expended in this. Though the views of the
oppofition avowedly extended from the beginning to the
rejection of the whole plan, yet frequent ameadments were
propofed, and new claufes continually offered; Jo
that it afforded a very confiderable fund of debate in
cvary ftage of its progrefs: the divifions ran very
clofe ; and, upon the day appointed for receiving the
1eport from the committee after the fecond reading,
(Maich 20.) it was thrown out by a majority of only
112 to 95, the minifter, who voted for the bill, being on
this occafion left in a minority.

XXXIII. In the midit of fo many concerns of theut-
molt national importance, no finall part of the time and
attention of the houfe of lords was taken up by the trial
of the Eelebrated dutchefs of Kingfton. T'lus lady, whofe
maden name was Chudleigh, had in the year 1744 been
privately married toa Mr. Hervey, then a licurenant
in the navy, but who afterwards fucceeded to the title
of ear] of Briftol, his elder biother dying without iffue,
Her conduét being by no means calculated to fecure
the continuance of that affeStion which her perional
charms had infpired, Mr. Hervey caufed propofals to be
made to her refpeéting a divorce ; and as foon as the
offers appeared fufficiently inviting, fhe inftituted a jaéti-
tation {uit in the comions againft him, and in confe.
quence of her making oath that fhe was not married, -
which fhe told her private friends ¢ fhe could eafily
reconcile to her confcience, as the cereinony was a
{crambling, fhabby bufinefs,” fhe obtained a fentence
declaring her free from all matrimonial engagemex}lts.

She
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" She did not, of coutfe, hefitate to accept the duke of
Kingiton’s hand in the year 1769 ; but on the death
- of hus grace in 1773, lady Meadows, his fifter and heir at
law,filed a bill in chancery againft the felf-ftiled dutchefs,
who pleaded the fentence of the ecclefattical court, the
validity of which was allowed by the lord chancellor ;
though another bill was (oon after inftituted, to piove
that the {entence had been obtained by collufion between
the parties. A criminal profecution was alfo commenced ;
and a bill of inditment tor a fecond marriage during
the life of her fiit hufband having been found againft her
by the grand jury for Middlefex, the matter was removed
fiom the court of King’s Bench to the houfe of lords in
the beginning of November. The fettlement of the time,
place, and forms to be oblerved at the trial, gave rife to
a variety of dcbates, in which lord Mansfield made
fome unavailing eftorts to have her tried in the chambcr
of parliament, being of opinion that the more privately
the trial was conduéted, the more confiftent it would be
with juftice and prudence. His moft {pecious arguments
were drawn from the poffible iflue of the proceeding,
whether favourable or the contrary : ¢ the ecclfiatical
fentence,”’ faid he, ¢ which remains in full force to this
hour, will be exhibited in the lady’s defence, and perhaps,
put a ftop to the trial : but admitting that not to be the
cife, fuppofe the lady found guilty,—it is a clergyable
offence, and there is an exprefs ftatute which will not
permit peers te fuffer corporal punifhment for any thing
under a capital crime: the lady then pleads her peerage,
makes your lordfhips a curtfey, and you return the com-
pliment with a bow.””—He did pot think,* therefore,
that a trial, which, even on conviction of the prifoner,
could not be produétive of ferious or important confe-
quences, and could not operate, by way of example or
terior, on the public at lacge, ought tobe carried on with
any particular and expenfive folemnity. The lords at
Airft agreed, that the lady fhould be tried ¢ at the bar
of their houfe ;™ but after {everal fubfequent difcuflions
of the fame fubje&, the words ¢ in Weftminfter Hall >
G2 were
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were added, as the latter place, or any other, in which
the lords might fit, was to be deemed their boufe.” The
majority concurred in fentiment, that the offence, though
clesgyable, being of the moft atiocious nature, immedi-
ately tending to diffolve the great bonds of civil fociety,
and coupled with every aggravating circumftance of
fiaud, collufion, and perjury, the trial ought to be con-
ducted in the moft public manner, and with every poffi-
ble folemnity the houfe could give it j—that the mortifi-
cations of puilt mutt be increafed before fo gieat, refpec-
table, and munerous an auditory, as would be affembled
on the occalon in Weltminfter-hall ;j—that it would be
no fmall degree of punithment to the lady, if convidted,
to beafked by the lord high fteward, after informing her of
the judgment of her pecrs, whether fhe had ever before
been admitted to hur clergy, and on her anfwering in the
n.gative, t be told that the juft infliction of burning in
the band was now romitted on account of her rank, but
that if fhe fhould ever again be guilty of a clergyable of-
tence, fhe would be liable to fuffer, as a common felon,
the pains and penalties of death ;—and laftly, that the
propofed folemnities and notorjety of the proceeding would
have thg beft cftfect on the great body of the people, by
teaching them that the highelt are not exempt from pro-
fecution for mifdecds, and by convincing them, that as
the laws of their countiy are their common fecwity, fo
they are thc common avenger of every fpecies of guilt
and injuftice, be the rank, or fortune of the offenders
what it may. ‘The eighteenth ol December had been
fixed upon for the commencement of the trial; but it
was firlt put off till the latter end of January, at the
Kmycr of the dutchefs, whofe bad @ate ot health rendered

er unable to attend; and after fome farther delays on
account of the intervening law term, which prevented the
fcaffolding from being eretted in due time in Weftmin-
fter hall, the oider for the trial was finally altered to
Monday the fifteenth of April. It took up four days in
that week, and was not decided till the Monday follow-
ing. In the courfe of the examination of witnefles, th&

mo
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moft indifputable proots appeared of the lady’s guilt,.
and of the very improper means by which fhe had ob-
tained the fentence of the ecclefiaftical court to give a
feeming fanétion to her crimes.  On being informed by
the high tteward, that the lords had by their fuffrages
pronounced her guilty, fhe claimed her privilege of peer-
age, which, after fome oppofition on the part of the at-
torney general, who contended that it did not extend to
peerelics, and fome debate among thelords, was allowed,
and confcquently exempted her from corporal punithment,
So far the iflue of the tiial correfponded with lord Mans-
field’s remarks : but he was miftaken in his conjecture,
that the exlubiting of theecclefiaftical fentence in the fift
ftage of the bufinefs might put a ftop to any further pro-
ceedings. ‘The opinion of the judges on that point was
taken, the fecond day of the trial. The queftions pro-
pofed to them weie, ¢ whether a fentence of the ceclefi-
altical court againft a mariiage in a jaltitation fuit is
conclufive evidence, fo as to ftop the crown from proving
the {aid marriage on an indictiment for polygamy ?** and,
¢¢ whether, admitting {uch fentence to be conclufive uj o
fuch indi€tment, the cirown may be admitted to avoid it3
etfet, by proving the fame to have been obtained by fraud
or collufion ?*—The fift queftion was anfwered in the
negative, bccaufe no civil fentence whatever can prevent
a profecution on an indiétment in which the crown is the
profecutor ; and the fecond was anfwered in the aflipma-
tive, becaufe'it was neceflarily included in the firft, and
becaufe no fiaudulent aét of any two parties can be bind-
ing o1 conclufive on a third, without their participation
or confent even in a civil cafe, much lefs in a matter in
which- the general juftice of the nation and execution of
the laws are concerneld. However favorable to the cone
tiary doétrine lord Mansficld’s former language may
feem, it fhould be remembered that he was not then
{peaking in his judicial capacity, but rather in the cha-
rafter of the accufed lady’s advocate.
XXXIV., This trial was one of the chief caufes of
fulpending an inquiry, the firft ftep towards which had
G3 been
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been taken by Tord Eifingham on the twenty feventh of
"Much, It idated to an abute of a particular claufe in
the piohibitory act, which enabled the adimiralty to grant
licences to vdﬁ-ls tor conveying flores and provifions to
the torces upon the American fervice.  Some artful ad-
venturer s, avaling themiives of the loofe teims in which
thole licenées were at filt woirded, and of the freming
difinchination of the commiflioners of the cuftoms to in-
terfere much in the bufinels, had fhipped off'a quantity
ot prohihited goods tor the Ametican market, and en-
deavoured to eflablifh an illicit commerce under the fanc-
tion of that bill, though utterly fubvarfive of one of its
puncipal objc&ts. A violent clamour was raifed in thg
city on this oceafion: it was reprefented as extiemely
grievous to the great body of American merchants, who
had alieady (uffeyed by the tioubles, and who, in obedi-
ence to the lue a&t, were finking under the encumbrance
of goods which they had puichafed for America, and for
which they could find ‘no other market, to lee the trade
they had long conduéted with icputation and tainefs,
fmuggled out of thewr hands by a fet ot oblcure and frau-
dulent individuals.  As almeft every [ubject of either
publicor private complaint was now ‘made a paity af-
fair, the whole blame was thrown upon the connivance
of government 3 and the Eml of Effinghan, a litrle be-
fore the recels ae Hafter, made a motion which was a-
giced to, that hifts of fuch veflels with their caipoes, as
had been cleared out of the port of London tor America,
and of fuch licences as had been granted by the admiialty,
fhiculd’ be Inid before the houfe.”  The holidays and the
dutchefs of Kingtton’s tial, or pahaps a juit fenle of
having too 1afhly entered upon the matter, prevented his
lordflup from purfuing it with immediate earneftnefs ;
but it was taken up in the houte of commons by M-
Sawbridge (then lovd mayor of London) who, on the fe-
eond of May, imoved for a committee to inquire into the
whole tranfaéticm.  “The motion being accompanied with
ftrong infinuations that the miniltry had fecretly encou-
raged 4 fyttem of the mott iniquitous and ‘corrupt jobb-

ing
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ing, and that nothing lefs was aimed at than to transfer
the trade of America from its wonted channels, and to
turn it into a complete monopoly, lord North did not op-
pote the inquiry, though he thought it frivolous and un-
teafonable, efpecially as the abufes complained of were al-
ready coireéted, and a ftop put to the mifchief. Ac-
cordingly the eight of May was appointed for a com-
mittee of the whole hoult to take the matter into confi-
deration. Several witnefles were examined, and a va-
riety of arguments raifed on the nature of the evidence.
It appeared very clearly, that the licences fo much com-
plained of had been granted indifcriminately to all who
applied for them, without any preference or partiality
whatever, and as indifcriminately called jn, when it was
difcovered that an improper ufe had been made of them.
Out of nine fhips, for which the licences had been ob-
tained, only three had failed, and one of thefe was an
hofpital fhip : the cargoes of the other fix were re-landed.
The quantity of goods fraudulently exported could not,
therefore, be very confiderable ; and it fuch evafions of
the law could be called jobs, they were the jobs of a few
individuals, neither !'y(tcmatical{y connefted with cach
other, nor with adminiftration. ~ Lord North acquitted
himielf very honourably on this occafion: he fat out the
whole night ; he anlfwered every plaufible objetion that
was ftarted : he examined clofely fuch of the perfons as
{eemed to come into the bufinels with alacrity, on pur-
pole to give it a confequence it did not deferve: am{ on
the fulleft and moft impartial inveftigation, after fitting
on the inquiry till five o’clock in the moming, the houle
difiniffed the matter as equally nugatory and.ill-founded.
Yet, in a few days after, lovd Eifingham revived it in
the upper houfe, by moving for the neceflary papers, in
order to profecute the inquiry in the enfuing feflion. « A
motion of this kind, brought torward juft at the eve ot
the rifing of parliament, and accompanied with an artful
thew of rooE which the fhortnets of the time rendeied
it impoffible fully to examine and rcfute, did his lord-
fhip very little honouss 1t feemed not only unfair but

malignant
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malignant to afperfe the charatter of the mimftry, and
leave them to {uffer under toul imputations, till they
fhould have an oppor tunity, perhaps at the end of feve-
1al months, of manitelting their innocence.  They com-
plied, however, with the motion, to prevent an opinion
trom prevailing without doors, that they had the leaft
wifh to ftifle all faither inquiry.

XXXV. The public bufinefs being all carried through,
the king went to the houfe of lords on the twenty-third
of May, to give his afient to a few bills prepared tor
that purpofe, and to clofe the feflion. Among the bills
then prefented to his majefty, were one to alter the mode
of punifhment of fclons, fentenced for tranfportation, to
hard labour in, England ; and a new infolvent a&, the
moft remarkable condition in which was, that all fu-
ture acquifitions of 1eal property or money in the funds,
which fhould be made by any of the debtors who availed
themfelves of this alt, were {ubjefled to the claims of
their feveral creditors : but, as they were to furrender
up all their prefent property, on oath, their perfons, and
fuch perfonal éffets as they might afterwards acquire,
were to be foi ever free from all demands on account of
debts contratted before the (wenty-fecond of the pre-
ceding fanuary.  After paffing the bills, his majefty
faid he could not put an end to the feflion, without al-
furing both houfes, that the frefh inftanées of their af-
fe&tionate attachment to him, and of their fteady atten-
tion and adhcience to the true interefts of their country,
afforded him the higheft fatisfagtion : it was with plea-
fure he informed them, that the affurances he had re-
ceived ot the difpofition of the feveral powers in Eu-
rope, promiled a continuance of the general tranquillity :
he exprefled real concern and regret, at having found it
neceflary to afk of his faithful commons any extraordi-
nary fupplies : he thanked them for the readinefs and
difpatch with which they had been granted, and which
were the more acceptable to him, as parliament had
fhewn in the manner of raifing them, an equal regard to
the exigencies of the fervice, and the eafe of his people :

altex
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after promifing proper frugality in the application of
thofe grants to the purpofes only for which they were
intended, his majetty concluded thus :

¢ My lords and gentlémen,
¢ We are engaged in a great national caufe, the pro-
fecution of which muft inevitably be attended with many

difficulties and much expence: but when we confider,

that the effential rights and interefts of the whole em-
pire are deeply concerned in the iflue of it, and can have
no fafety or fecurity but in that conftitutional fubordi-
nation for which we are contending, I am convinced
that you will not think any price too high for the pre-
fervation of fuch objects.

¢ T will ftill entertain a hope that my rebellious fub-
jefts may be awakened to a fenfe of their ervors, and
that, by a voluntary return to their duty, they willjuf-
tify me in bringing about the favoiite with of my
heart, the reftoration of harmony and the re-eftablifh-
ment of order and happinefs in ¢very part of my domini-
ons. Butif a due f{ubmiffion fhiould not be obtained
from fuch motives and fuch difpofitions on their part,
I truft that I fhall be able, under the blefling of Provi-
dence, to effectuate it by a full exertion of the great
torce with which you have entrufted me.” .

CHAP. II.

Y. Sketch of the Plan and warious Objelts of the Cam-
paign of 1776. X1, Circumflances which accelerated the
Ewacuation of Bofton. I11. drnold’s Army, after a def-
perate and concluding Efforty driven with Precipitation
and Lofs from before Quebec. 1V. General Carlton's
wvigorous Purfuit of the Fugitives; and bis Humanity to-
avards the Sick and Wounded. V. Affair at the Cedars ;
with an Inflance of a flagrant Breach of Faith on the
Part of the Congrefs. V1. The Rebels repulfed at Trois

Rivieres. VI1I. Montreal, Chamblée, and St. Fohn's'

retaken. VIIL. Complete Viftory obtained over the Ame-

Yrican Fleet on Lake Champlain. 1X. Fatal -Delay of

the Expedition againft the Jouthern Colonies. X. Parti-

culars of the unfuccefiful Attack on Sullivan's fland near
Charleflown.,
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Charleflown.  X1. General Howe lands at Staten If-
land, awhbcre be is foon joined by bis Brother with a poiv-
erful Armament. XII. Circular Manifeflo of the Con-
grefs, followed by the Declaration of Indcpendency.—
X1IL. Efforts ufed by Lord Howe to bring about an Ac-
commodation, prevvious to the Commencement of Hofliltties.
XIV. Defeent on Long Ifland, and Defeat of the Ameri-
can Army at Brooklyn. XV. Effeéls of General Howe's
dilatory Caution, with fome Striflures on his extraordinary
endernefs, and bis ¢ regular Approacles.” XVI.
Conference betwween Lord Howe and a Committee of the
Congrefs.  XVIL. Wafbington abandons New York.—
XVIII. Rapid Succefjes of the Britifh Army. XIX.
General lee taken by Colonel Harcourt. XX. Rhode
Ifland reduced on the very Day of General Wafbington's
Retreat over the Delaware. XXI. Other decifive Ad-
wantages prevented by the Supinenefs or Fatutty of the
Britifb Commander in Chief. XXI11. Three Regiments of
Heffians furprifed and taken Prifoners at Tremton.—
XXIII. This Stroke of Succefs, critically favourable to
the Republican caufe. XXIV. Lord Cornwallis out-ma-
naeuvred by Wafbington—Sutuation of both Armies in the
Terfeys at the Clofe of the Campaign.

I. fN the midft of thofe vexatious contefts, which themi-

niftry had to maintain againft all the fhifting parties
of the oppofition, it was neceffaiy to difplay the utmoft
wifdom and vigour of the executive power in giving full
effeét to the mealures which had received the fanttion
of the legiflature. With this view, the plan of the en-
fuing campaign was formed on a very comprehenfive
feale, divided into three parts, correfponding with the
three great divifions ot the American provinces. The
objett of the firft was the 1emoval ot the troops from
Bofton to New York, where they were to be joined by
confiderable reinforcements fiom England, to make a
grand effort in the middle colonies : the fecond enter-
prife was directed to the fouthward, in order to call off
the attention of the malecontents there from the fupport
of the cominon caufe to their own defence j and, at the

fame
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fame thipe, to afford proper affiftance, encouragement,
and fecurity to fuch as were well affeéted to the mother
country, but iuid been hitherto reftrained by furounding
danger and the infufficiency of thew own (trength from
declaring againft the rebels: and the third expedition
was to be undertaken in Canada, to expel the enemy
from that province, to clear its frontiers, to open a
communication with the northern and middle colonies,
and to co-operate with the defigns of the central army.
As the force deftined for each of thefe purpofes was
deemed fully adequate to its execution, they were en-
tered upon with the faiveft profpeét of fpeedily tesmi-
nating the war, though the event did not afterwaids
corefpond with fuch reafonable expeétations.  The
caufes of their failuie will naturally be unfolded in the
details of their progrefs and final il{'ue.

II. Though Wafhington and Lee had joined the be-
fieging army before Bofton [von after the battle of Bun-
ker’s Hill, nothing of any confequence was attempted
by them for the remainder of the year. But as the
ganifon were kept in a ftate of perpetual vigilance, if
not of almm, they fuffered confiderably duiing fo long
a blockade from hard duty, confinement, and fearcity
of provifions, a great piopoition of the fu'pplies fent
from England having been intercepted by ‘Amcrican
ciuifers.  In confequence of general Gage’s departure
for KEurope, the chief command of the Britifh foices
devolved on general Howe, to whom orders had alfo
been fent at the approach of winter to leave Bofton
whenever he found it convenient or advifeable. But
having at'that time prepared his winter quarters, and
the feafon being allo unfavourable to a coaiting voyage,
he thought he might continue there till the {pring in
perteét fafety from any new endeavours of the enemy.
He foon experienced a mortitying difappointment. Ge-
neral Wathington apprehenfive that the garrifon might
be ftrengthened Ly frefh fuccours in the fpring, and
forefeeing that his own army would be wanted elfe-
where to oppof¢ impending dangers, began to pro(‘ecl:ltc

the
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the fiege with redoubled vigour about the end of Febru-
ary, in hopes of becoming maiter of the place before the
arwval of any 1einforcements from the mother country.
"The renewal of his attempts was very much forwarded
by the capture of an oidnance fhip fiom Woolwich,
which unfortunately feparated from her convoy, and be-
ing herfelt of no force, was takea without dctence by a
fmall privateer. ‘This veflel contained, befides a Jarge
mortar upon a new conftruétion,* feveral pieces of fine
brafs cannon, a vaft quantity of fimall arms and ammu-
nition, with tools, utenfils, and machines tor camps @nd
artillery, in the gieatet abundance. Such an acquifi-
tion was of the utmoft importance to the befiegers. On
the fecond of Maich a battery was opened at a place
called Phipps’s Farm, weftward of the town, whence
it was dreadfully annoyed by a furious difcharge of
cannon and bombs ; and on the moming of the fifth
another was opened from the heights of Doichefter
Point on the oppofite fide, wheic two redoubts had
been ercéted in the courfe of the preceding night. The
fituation of the army was now very critical. The new
works, along with others which it was evident would
be fpeedily thrown up on Jome of the neighbouring
hille, would command the town, a confiderable part of
the harbour, and of the beach, whence an embarkation
muft take place incafe of a retreat, and render the con
munication between the troops on Bofton Neck and the
main body, difficult and dangerous. In thele ciicum-
ftances, no alternative remained but to evacuate the
town, or to diflodge the provincials. The latter defign
was immediately adopted : a- violent ffoim, followed by
a deluge of rain, delayed the perilous uiial, in the fult
inftance; and next day it was difcovered, upon a.nearer
infpedtion, that more works had been conftrudted, till
ftronger than any of the foimer, and that the whole
were now fo completely fortified, that all hope of forcing
them was at an end, ~ It was in fa&t impoffible to ap-
¥ * The Duke of Bolton afferted in the houfe 8f lords,
that it was this very mortar, which drove the king’s

froops out of Bofton. proach
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proach-than ; for in oider to do fo, the Englith muit
have alcended an alinoft perpendicular eminence, on the
top of which the Americans had prepaicd hoffhcads
chained together in great numbeis, and filled with
ftones, to roll down upon the aflailants, which muit
have dcftroyed all order, bioken their ranks, and fwept
away whole colunmins at once.  Nothing, theretore, re-
mained but to abandon the town, and to convey the
troops, artillery, and ftores, on board the fhips that lay
in thedhatbour.  T'his meafure required feveral days to
cairy it mto execution, on account of the numbas to
be removed, many of whom were fick and wounded.—
At length, however, it was effeted ; and on the feven-
teenth of March, the gariifon, with above fifteen hun-
died of the innabitants, who were attached to the Bri-
tith caufe, embarked for Halifax in Nova Scotia, to
which they had a vary favourable paflage.  Inthe huiry
of their departure, they leit bebind them a laige quan-
tity of provifions, artllery, and ftores: they had the
precaution, however, to blow up and demelifh the for-
nfications at Caftle William, as thefe would have ren-
dercd all future attemipts upon the town by fea imprac-
ticable: fume thips of war were alfo ftationed ofl the
harbenr to warn and protoét any vefldds that fhould ar-
nve fiom Erglind, but they wore too few 1o be per-
fectly fuecetstel, the gicat extent of the bay, with all
ity iflands and erecks, and the number ot Loall ports
that furicund 1t, atfording fuch opportunitics to the pro-
vineil armed boats and finall privateers, that they took
feveral florefhips and  trinipc : ! -
nutance that the town had changed maters. As foon

* The moft valuable of the ftore-thips, loft in this
manner, was the Hope. loaded with 1500 bairels of
powder, befides carbines, bayonets, travelling car-
riages tor heavy cannon, and all forts of tools. It
was the misfortune aifo of lieutenant-colonel Archi-
bald Campbell, with 700 men, to be on board onc of
the tranfports which ran die€ly into Boitun harbour,

Vou, 111, H not
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as general Wafhington peiccived that it was evacuated,
he marched in with all the tiiumph of victory, and de-
tached feveral regiments, under the command of geneal
Lee, to the defence of New York, imagining that the
Britith tioops might have depaited for that place; but
the circumftances of the latter did not then adinit of their
immediately undertaking any expedition.

111, During thefe tianfa&ions at Bofton, Arnold re-
mainad pofted with the remnant of his army on the
Heights of Abraham, about thice iles trom Quebec,
whence he could intarcept any fupclies that might be
attempted to be conveyed into the city, and wheie he
hioped to mcreafe his number by fuccows fiom the con-
giels, and by ingratiating  himlelf with the Canadians.
But the fuccours were retardud by the almoft infup-
portable hardthips of a long march, in a rigorous lea-
fon, and through a favage country ; and with regard to
the Canadians, their affetions were entirely alienated
from the 1ebel caufe, not only by the misfortunes, but the
mifbehaviour alfo of the invaders towards them.  Asthe
fealon approached, in which fupplies and reinforcements
for the garrifon ware fure to anive from England, the
Americans 1efolved to make a grand concluding effort,
betore they fhould be obliged entirely to abandon the
enterprile.  They renewced the fiege, rafed fome batte~
ries, and made feveral attempts, by fire-fhips aud other-
wife, to burn the veflels in the hatbour,  The projeét
failed, though very boldly conduéted ; and their troops
were at one time drawn up, and icaling-ladders, with
every other preparation, were in 1cadinefs for ftorm-
g the town, during the diftrattion which they hoj«
ed the fire-fhips and batteries would have produced.
They even penctrated into the fubuibs, where they buined
feveral houles, and compelled the ganifon to pull down
the reft, in order to prevent the flames fiom (preading.
The judgment, vigilance, and cool intrepidity of gencral

Carleton
not knowing but it was ftill in the hands of the Bii-
tith army. . That officer was afterwards trcated in
a very ungenerous and crucl manuel by the Americans.



A. D. 1776. GEORGE 11I. 87
Carleton batiled all their defigns ; and, to increafe their
defpondency after fo many unfuccefsful exertions, the
fmall pox, that fecourge and terror of the weftern conti-
nent, groke out among them, and made its ufual ravages.
‘The dread of the inteétion, which is confidered as the
American plague, and regarded with all the horror in-
cident to that name, rendered it impoffible to keep up
any difcipline, or to prevent the moft alarming defertions.
A retreat was therefore refolved upon; but even this
could only be effcéted with the utinoft precipitation and
lofs, on account of the fudden appearance of part of the
Englifh fquadion, confifting of the Ifis man of war and
two frigates, which had made their way through the ice,
and arrived unexpectedly before Quebec. General Carle-
ton was too well verfed in military affairs to lofe any time
in feizing the advantages which the prefent fituation af.
forded. ~ A detachment of foldiers and marines being
landed from the fhipping, and joined to the garrifon, the
governor marched out at their head, on the fixth of May,
to attack the rebel camp. “There he found every thing
in the utmoft confufion: they had not even covered them-
felves with an intrenchment ; and having already begun
a retreat, on the appearance of the Britifh troops they
fled on all fides, abandoning their artillery, military
ftores, and every other article of incumbrance.  Somne of
the light-armed Englih fhips having at the fame time
got up the river, captured {everal fimall veflels belonging
to the enemy, and retook the Gafpee floop of war, whicly
they had feized in the-beginning of the winter, Thus
was the mixed fiege and blockade of Quebec raifed, after
a continuance of about five months; and from this time,
the Americans experienced nothing but a feries of defeats
and misfoitunes, till they were driven out ot that province,
which they had fo traitoroufly invaded*.

IV. The governor fhewed himfelt worthy of fuccefs,
by an a&t which unmediately followed it, and which does
great honour to his humanity. A number of the fick
and wounded provincials lay fcattered about and hid in
the neighbowming woods und villages, where they were

* Sce page 17. Ha2 in
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in the greateft danger of perithing under the complicated
preffure ot want, tear, and difeate. To prevent this
melancholy confequence, he ifiucd a proclamation, ¢om-
manding the proper oflicers to find out thefe unhappy
petfons, and to afford them all neceflary reliet at the
public expence ; whillt, torender the benefit complete,
and to prevent obthimacy or apprehenfion fiom mairing
its effect, he aflured them, that as foon as they were rea
covered, they fhould have free libeity to return to their
refpeétive provinces. But his gencious pity for fuch
helplefs objeéts dud not relax lus purfuit of the fugitive
invaders, 'The1emainder of the expeéted reinforcements,
confifting of feveral regiments from Ireland, one from
England, another from general Howe, together with the
Biuniwick troops, having fucceflively arrived in Canada
betfore the end of the month, he foon adopted the moft
vigorous mealures for the total expulfion of the enemy
from that province. Hedivided lus army, for the greater
celerity of operation, mto different detachments, ap-
pointing the general rendezvous at Trois Rivieres, half
way beeween Quebec and Montreal, about ninety miles
from each¥*.

V. Betore any of the laiger bodies were put in motion,
an expedition was undertaken by captain Foufter, at the
head of a fmall party ot regulars and fome Indians,
againft a place called the Cedars, about thirty miles to
the weftward of Montreal, on the river St. Lawrence.
This fort, though naturally ftrong, and defended by four
hundred provincials, did not long refift captain Forfter’s
fpirited attack. A he~vy fire of mufketry having been
continued for a few hours, the garrifon f{urrendered
on condition of having théir lives preferved from the
ufual ferocity of the Indians. A detachment of the
latter had alfo taken prifoners another party of provincials,

* The town of Trois Rivieres, or Thrce Rivers, is
fituated on the north fide of the St. Lawience, and
takes its name from the vicinity of one of the branches
of 3 large river, whofe watcrs are difcharged through
-shree mouths into that great refervoir. who
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who were marching from Montreal to the relief of the
Cedars, and whofe lives were {pared through the refolute
and conciliating interpofition of captain Forfter. ‘This
brave officer advanced next day to Vaudreuil,® about fix
miles northwaid of the Cedais, whence Arnold at the
head of feven hundred men made an attempt to diflodge
him, but was obliged to retuinto St. Ann’son the ifland
of Montreal.  Captain Forfter not having yet received
any intelligence of general Carlton’s airival at T'rois Ri-
vieres, and finding himfelt much incuinbered by the
number of his prifoners, judged it expedient to releafe
them in confequence of an agreement hgned by Arnold
to retwin an equal number of the king’s troops of the
fame rank within the {pace of two months, and to fend
tour captains to Quebec as hoftages tor the performance
of the articles. This cartel was atteywards bioken b
congrefs, who alledged that captain Forfter had conduéted
himfelf towards the prifencis taken at the Cedars in a
cruel and inhuman manner. What little foundation there
was for fuch a dithonouable pretence, to palliate a fla-
grant breach of faith, will beft appear from the teftimony
of one of the hoftages. ¢« Lam furpuifed,” faid captain
Sullivan in a letter to his brother then a major general in
the Amcrican fervice, ¢¢ to hear that the congrefs, in-
ftead of redeeming us according to the cartel, have not
only 1etufed to doiit, but have demanded captain Foi fter
to be delivered up to anfwer his condut in what they are
pleafed to term the maffacre of the Cedars. 1 would fain
flacter myfelt that the congrefs would never have thought
ot fuch unheard-of proceedings, had they not had a talfe
reprefentation of the matter. I do not think that I am
under any vettraint when I fay, and call that God who
muft judge of all things to witnels, that not a man liv-
ing could have ufed more humanity than captain Forfter
did after the furrender of the party I belonged to 5 and
wheever fays to the contrary, let his ftation in life be
what it wiﬂ, he is an enemy to peace, and a fallacious
diftwiber of mankind. What reafon they can give for
mot redeeming us J cannot conceive; if they are wrongly

H informed



9 GIORGE III. A, D. 1776
informed that the affair ot the Cedars was a mafiacre,
why do not they tather fulfil the caitel than let their
hoftages remain in thebands of a mercilefs enemy ? or do
they regard their troops only while the heavens make them
viftorious 2 & ¥ x x

VI. In the mean time the divifions of the Britith and
the Bruniwick torces were advancing withall practicable
difpatch. A confiderable body under the command of
brigadier gencral Frazer had already taken their fation
at ‘I'rots Rivieres : another under that ot brigadier gene-
ral Nefbit lay near tham on boad fome trantports : and
a thud, mere numerous than either ot the tormer, along
with the generals Caileton, Buipoyne, Philips, and the
Geman commander Reidefel, weie on the way from
Quebec. At this junéture, the Americans, who had
1ctieated as far as the river Sorrel about fitty miles from
Trois Rivieres, and had there been joined by fome fuc-
cours, tormed a very dai.ng fcheme for the furprife of
the troops under general Fiazar, with little probability,
it muft be owned, of fucccs, but denving courage even
from defpair. The conduét of this enterprife was com-
mitted to major general Themplon, who embarking at

. Sorrel with two thoufand men, and coafting along the
touth fide of what is called the Lake ot St. Pcter, atrived
at Nicolet, whence they tcll down the river by night,
and pafled to the other fide, with the hope of being able
to make a fudden attack betore day-break.  Butgeneral
Frazer having received intelligence of their approach,
immediately landed a body of tioops aud fome field pieces,
and prepared to receive them.  General Nefbit, at the
fame timne, <pofled his detachment in thew 1ear.  Aftera
furious, but incHectual onfet, them only refource was
flight. Nefbit’s corps kpt the river fide to prevent their
elcape to the boats, while Fraza’s, in puifuit, galled
them feverely with their hight ardillery,  Between both,
they were driven for fome nules through a deep fwamp,
which they travafud with inconceivable toil, and in con-
ftant danger.  The Britifh tivops at length grew tired
of the purluit, and the wouds 3fforded the exhautted

encmy
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eneny a wifhed-for fhelter.  ‘Ihe firft and fecond in
command, with about two hundicd others, were taken
prifoners.

VI1I. This was the laft appearanee of vigour fhewn
by the provinc.als in Canada. = General Carleton having
artived next day (June 9) at Trois Rivicies, the whole
army pufhed forwaids by land and water with great ex-
pedition.  When the flect anrived at Soriel, they found
the enemy bad abandoned that place fome hours betore,
difinantled the batteries which they had ercéted to defend
the entiance into that 1iver, and hud caried off their
artillery and ttores. A ftrong column was here landed
under the command of gencral Burgoyne, with orders tg
advance along the Sorrel to St. John's, while the remain-
der of the ariny and flect failed up the river to Longueil,
the place of pr \ge trom the ifland of Montreal to La
Prairie on the continent. Here they difcovered that the
rebels had abandoned the city and ifland of Montreal on
the preceding evening.  The army was immediately
landed on the contincnt, and marching by ILa Prairie,
croffed the peninfula formed by the St. Lawience and the
Sortel, in order to join general Burgoyne at St. John's,
where they expetud that a fhong refiftance wou'd be
made. ‘That general having pw fued his march without
intermiffion, arrived at St. John’s on the evening of the
eighteenth, but found the buildings in flames, and neaily
every thing deftroyed that could not be carried off. The
provincials aéted in the {fame manner at Chamblée, and
burned fuch veflels as they were not able to drag up the
rapids in their way to Lake Champlain, where they di-
reétly embaiked tor Crown Point. °

VIII. The plealure of having thus driven the rebels
out of Canada was ftill confiderably checked by the re-
ftraint now laid on the farther operations of the Britith
army. As the enemy were mafters o Lake Champlain,
it was impoflible tor the troops to proceed to the fouth-
ward, until fuch a number ot velltls were conftruéted or
obtained, as wouldenable them to traverfe that lake with
fafety. ‘The doing this was a work of tune and lab“)ur;

but
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but the importance of the objet in view called forth
every exertion of ingenuity and induftry ; and in about
three months, a fleet of thirty veflels, all cauying can-
non, was little lefs than created, though a few ot the
largeft were re-conltruétions, having been firft framed
and fent over from Great Britain,  ‘The American flect,
though not incontideiable, was by no means equal to
cope with thisfoice. It is remarkable that the two flects
were commanded by land officers, Carleton and Arnold
being cqually ambitious to [upport on a new element the
reputation they had acquiied by their milituy kill and
conduct. Early on the eleventh of October, the Britith
armament, proceeding up the lake, difcovered the enc-
my’s fleet drawn up with great judgment, in a line ex-
tending fiom the ifland of Valicourtto the weftern main.
A warm adtion enlued, but did net prave decifive, as
the Britith flups of greateft force were prevented by the
untavourablenets of the wind from advancing near enough
to take a part in the engagement. Night coming on,
Arnold availed himfelf of its darknefs to get away undii-
covered, and to fave his fleet, if poflible, from mpend-
ing deftruétion. But being cagerly pui fued all the next
day, he was overtaken in the moining of the thirteenth
within a few leagues of Crown Point.  The action was
renewed about twelve o’clock, and continued with great
fury for two hours. Ainold had loft one ot his lmigeft
fhips and a gondola in the firft engagement : fuch of his
vellels as were moft a-head now defeited him, and made
the beft of their way to Ticonderoga : only two galles
and five gondolas remained, with which he continued to
‘make the moft defperate refiftance. At length the Wath-
ington galley, commanded by brigadier general Wateiby,
baving ftruck, and Arnold finding it jmpoflible to with-
ftand the fuperiority of force and {kill with which he was
overborne, he oidered his own galley and the five gon.
dolas to be run on fhote, in fuch a manner as to land his
men fately, and to blow up the veflels, in (pite ot every
effcit of his adverfaries to prevent both. ~ He himie!lf
remained on the deck till his thip was aétually ir tiames ;

an
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and with nice and dangerous attention to the point of
honour, he kept his flag flying to the lat moment.—
Crown Poimnt was immediatcly abandoned by the Ame-
siczns, and all their force concentrated at Ticonderoga ;
which being judged too ftrongly defended to be attacked
at this advanced fealon, general Carleton put his troops
into winter cantonments in Canada, and general Bur-
goyne returned to England.

IX. While nothing but the rigours of winter feemed
capable of 1etarding the progrels of the Britifh arms in
the north, the expedition to the fouthward, from which
very beneficial confequences were expeéted to arife, totally
tailed of effe®. It has already been mentioned, that
lord Whlliam Campbell and Mr. Martin, the governors
of the two Carolinas, had found it neceflary to take fhel-
ter from the infurgents on board the king's fhips lying
off the coaft. 'They were not, however, without hopes
of feeing their refpelive provinces foon reduced to obe-
dience by the timely excrtions of the mother country,—
They knew that a ftrong fquadron of men of war, with
a large body of land forces was to be fent out early to
the fouthern colonies, and that general Clinton, with a
finall detachment, had left Bofton in December, to meet
them at Cape Fear. Mr. Martin in particular omitted
no fcheme which the moft ative zcal and ingenuity could
fuggeft for fecuring a nunber of adherents in the interior
paits of the country, to co-operate with the Britifh forces.
He had, by means of his emiflaries, formed a junétion
between fome Scotch emigrants, and a band of refolute
unruly men called Regulators, who had long lived in a
fort of favage independence, deriving thew hief [ulte-
nance from the chace.  But itbeing neceflary to embody
all the fcattered parties of the loyalitts in the month of
January, as the only chanee of keeping them fteady in
their intentions, and the totce which was to countenance
and fupport them not arriving in time, they were fur-
rounded hetore the cnd of February by large parties of
the provincial troops and militia ; moft ot thew leaders
and feveral of their biavett men were killed or raken

prifoners
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prifoners ; and the reft were totally difperfed. “I'be Bri-
tifh fquadron did not arnive for above two months after.
‘This fatal delay was owing to a fingular ciicumftance.
T'he fhips of war and traniports had been fent round to
Cork in the beginning of the winter, to take on board
fome provifions and the troops deftined for the feivice.
But the lord lieutenant of Ireland forming a very unfea-
fonable fcruple about the propiicty of permitting the
t100ps to embark without leave of the legiflature, fo much
time was loft in gettinga claufe for that purpole inferted
in a bill afterwards pafied by the Irifh parliament, that
the fleet did not fail till the twelfth of February.—
Sir Peter Parker went out as commodore, and the land
forces were under the orders of lord Cornwallis.  After
a long voyage of near three months, occafioned by the
improper latenefs of their departure, all the flect, except
a few fhips, reached Cape Fear in North Carolina, on
the third of May. Geneal Clinton, who was waiting
for them with the utmoft anxiety, immediately took the
command of the troops, and iffued a proclamation, in-
viting the inhabitants of the feveral colonies to return to
their allegiance, and to place themfelves under the pro-
teCtion of the Britith government. But the force and
fpirits of the loyalifts were fo entively broken by their late
misfortune, that no public avowal of their fentiments
nor any farther efforts could be reafonably expected from
them, unlefs they faw the power of the rebels crufhed,
and the royal fandard ereted in the heart of the country.

X. General Clinton’s orders were to tiy if 2ny of the
fouthern provinces would take up aims in favor of
Great Britain; in which cale he was ta have left a body
of troops to affift the well-affefted, and to proceed with
the remainder-of his forces to New York, by fuch time
as it was probable general Howe would get there from
Halifax, to begin the grand operations of the campaign.
The late arrival of the fleet from Ircland precluded any
flow experiments on the temper of the people ; but ge- ..
neral Clintdn refolved to try the event of an attack on
Charleftown, -the capture of which might, he hoped,

be
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be effeted within the time allowed by his inftrutions,
and would alfo make amends for every other difap-
pointment, as the trade cairied on fiom that city was
the great fupport of the tunds for giving vigour to re~
bellion 1 all the fouthern colonies. In purfuance of
this refolution, the whole fleet fet fail for Charleftown
the laft day ot May, and came to anchor off the bar on
the fourth of June. Prior to their approach, the city
had been put into a ftrong pofture of defence : works were
thown up on Sullivan’s Ifland, mounted with thirty
pieces of cannon, in a very advantageous fituation which
commanded the channel ot Charleftown harhour : the
militia of the province were colleted in great numbers
tor the defence of the metropolis: and Lee, who had
carefully watched all gencial Clinton’s motions fince his
departure fiom Bofton*, was now encamped with a con-
fiderable body of forces on the continent, at the back and
to the northward of Sullivan’s Ifland with which he
held a communication by a biidge ot boats. 'T'he Bui.
tifh troops difembarked on Long Ifland, a little to the
ealtward, where they conftruéted with all poffible dif-
pittch two batteries of cannon and moitais to aniwer thofe
of the enemy, and to co-operate with the floating batte-
ries deftined to cover their paflage over a finall creck
that feparated the two itlands. "I'he woiks being com-
pleted and every thing fettled between the commanders
by fca and land, the Thunder bomb, covered by the
Friendthip aimed thip, took her ftation in the morning

* Soon after general Clinton failed from Bofton,
Lee fet out with a ftrong detachment to.fecure New
Yoirk againft an apprchended attack. Having fuc-
cecded in that objeét, general Clinton could not but
be furprifed, at his arrival in Virginia, to find Lec
‘in poflcthon, and in the fame ftate of preparation in
which he had left him at New York  Upon his de-
parture tor Cape Fear, Lee travcrfed the continent
with the utinptt expedition, to fecure North Caralina:
and at length upon the farther progrefs of the fleet and
army to the fouthward, Lee again procecded with
cqual celeity to the defence of Charleftown. - ~of
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ot the twenty eighth of June, and commenced the attack
by throwing fhells at the fort as the flect advanced.  A.-
bout eleven o’clock, the Briftol which was the commo-
dore’s fhip, and the Experiment, both of fitty guns,
with the Aétive and Solebay frigates, biought up di-
reétly agamit the fort, and began a furious cannonade,
which was returned with equal fury and with more ef-
fe&k, on account of the fuperior advantages of the enemy.
The Sphynx, Aftzon, and Syren fhigates wete ordercd
to the weltwaid to take their ftation between the end of
the ifland and Charlcftown, fo as to enfilade the works
of the fort ; to cut off, if poflible, the communication
between the forces on the continent, and the garrifon in
the ifland ; and to prevent any artempts that might be
made by firefhips or otherwilc to interrupt the grand at-
tack. But unfortunatcly, thuough the unfkiltulnels of
the pilate, they were entangled - foine fhoals where all
three ftuck ; and though two of them were in fome time
with damage and difficulty got off, it was then too late,
and they were befides in no condition to execute the in-
tended fervice*.  The failure of that part of their defign
which had for its objet the cutting off all communica-
tion between the itland and the content, may be faid to

“have decided the fate of the day ; for between one and
two o’clock, the fiie from the fort flickened for want of
ammunition, nor could it be renewed till the garifon re-
ceived a frefh fupply from Lie’s canp.  Atter that
paufe, the cannonade was continued without intermiffion
tll night. The Biiftol and Experiment, being moft
pointed at, 2ppeared like wrecks upon the waters  "The

“fprings of the former fhip’s cables being cut by the fhot,
the lay expofed in fuch a manner to the enciny’s fire, as
to be terybly raked. It is faid that her quarter deck
wasat one time cleared of everyperfon but the commodor e,
who ftood alone,’a fpeflacle of intrepidity and firnnets,
which have feldom been equalled, never furpifled.  The

* The A&zon could not be go? ofl, and was burat
by the ofticers and ciew the next morning, to prevent
her talling into the hands of the enciny. others
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othesrs qn that deck were all either killed, or carried down
to have their wounds dreffed,  The heroic valour of caj,-
tamn Moiris corre(ponded well with that of his commo-
dore.  After rcceiving a number of wounds, which
would have fufliciently juthified any man in retiring
fiow his ttation, he nobly dildained to quit his duty, un-
til his arm being at length fhot off, he was carricd away
in a condition which did not attord a poflibility of reco-
very. Above a hundred of the crew were killed or
wounded : nor was the lofs much lefs on board the Ex-
periment. During this dieadful and obftinate confli&t, the
fermnen looked fiequently and nnpatiently to the eaftward,
ftill cxpeéting to fee the land forces advance from Long
Ifland, drive the rcbels fiom their intrenchment, and
march up to fecond the attack upon the fort. The at-
tunpt, indecd, had been made, but was found impra&i-
cible.  The creck in the rear of the foit, though in ge-
neral fordable, was at this time, through a long conti-
nuance of caflealy winds, deep and dangerous.  Sir
Hemy Clinton and feveral other officers waded up to
their fhoulders, and then, on finding the depth of water
inciealy, thought it madnefs to proceed any farther.
Eveay other cffoit of co-oparation was alfo exerted by
the genaal, though to very little purpofe.  The moment
the fleet began firing, the batteries on Long Ifland open-
ed. In about an hour after, the light intantry, grena-

diers, and fifteenth regiment embarked in boats, the
floating batteries and armed craft getting under way at
the fame time to cover theirlanding on Sullivan’s Ifland.
But they were quickly ordered back, the approaches be-
ing found fo difadvantageous, and fo muclt under the
immediate command of the encmy’s guns, that their
perfeverance could only have been attended with certain
deftrution.  Thefe caufes of the feeming inaétivity of
the army being at that time unknown to the brave com-
batants on board the fleet, they could not help feeling
much difappointment, though it did not flacken their
aftonifhing exertions. At length the tide of cbb being
nearly fpent, which was rather an alarming circumftance
‘You. II1. I as
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as it would have been impoflible to get the fhips back
over the bar at low water, and fir Peter Pairker perceiv-
ing that all hope o1 poffibility of fuccefs was at an end,
*he withdrew his fhattered veflels between nine and ten
o’clock in the evening, from an engagement which had
been fupported with fuch extraordinary courage and vi-
gour for above ten howrs, and which the affailants, though
worn down with fatigue and reduced by lofs, weie ftill
unwilling to difcontinue. In a {ew days after, orders
were iffued for the troops to embark on board the tianf-
ports ; and on the twenty fil ﬂofguly the aimy failed for
New York, under convoy of the Solebay frigate, the reft
of the fleet being under the neccflity of delaying a little
longer to refit.

XI. In the tketch before given of theplan of the pre-
fent campaign, fume remarks weie made on its threg
principal obje&ts, the reliet’ of Quebec, the recovery of
the fouthern colonies, or at leaft their diverfion trom the
{upport of the common caufe, and the grand expedition
againft New York. The event of the two former at-
tempts, which may be called with fome piopriety the
coilateral parts ot this plan, has juft been deferibed, On
the third, far furpaffing the others in magnitude and im-
portance, the greateft hopes of fuccefs were not unrea-
fonably founded. The iflands, which conftitute fo large
a paut of the province of New York, were expoled on all
fides to the caly defcent of troops, and to the dirett at-
tacks of a naval armament, The central fituation of the
province made it alfo a defirable inlet to the furrounding
colonies. T'he war could be carried on with equal faci-
lity erther in Connedicut and the continent of New York
on the eaftern fide, or in New Jerfey and from thence to
Penfylvania on the weftern, foas to leave it in the power
of the Britith commander to p1~elE|'ibe the fcene of action,
and to quit it when he liked in perfet fecurity. To
crown thefe and many other local advantages, Long
Ifland, which is very fertile in all kinds of corn, and
abounded with herds and flocks, was deemed almolt equal
i itklf to the maintenance of an army.  Thele inviting

. circun-
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citcunrtances would have probably tempted general Howe
to makea defcent on that ifland, at‘ter%c lett Bofton, in-
ftead of purfuing his voyage to Halifax: but his troops
were too rouch weakened by ficknels, and by the effeéts
of their former long confinement and haraffing duty, to
be fit for immediate action ; nor were they in other re-
{pcéts fufficiently provided. Inftead, therefore, of rifk-
ing the fuccefs of fo important an enterprife by a prema-
ture attempt, general Howe determined to go to Halifax,
and there wait for the recovery of his own men, and the
arrival of reinforcements, But after a long ftay of above
two months, growing impatient as the fummer advanced,
and being probably urged by the fearcity of provifions,
he left Halitax the eleventh of June, and, onthe twenty
ninth, reached Sandy Hook near New York, where he
was met by inajor general Tryon, the late governor, whe
gave him a tull account of the ftateand difpofition of the
province, as well as of the ftrength of theenemy. Find-
ing all the approachable parts of New York and Long
Iflands in a powerful ftate of defence, he proceeded to
Staten Ifland, which being of lefs value and confequence
was lefs attended to, and where he landed without oppo-
fition on the third of July. The fuccours from England,
and the amament which was to co-operate with him,
did not arrivg for a week after. The naval foice was
under the conmimand of his brother lord Howe, who had
alfo been appo\_nted jo nt commiffioner with the general,
under the late wét of pailiament, for reftoring peace to
America. It was thought that conciliating propofals
would derive fome increafe of popularity from being con-
veyed through the medium of two officers, whofe gallant
biother had, in the former war, glorioufly fallen at Ti-
condercga in defence of the colonies.  But gratitude was
never yet known to take root in a republican foil ; and
the artful leaders of the rebellion had been lately too fuc-
ecisful in their endeavours to preclude the poffibility of
reconcilement.

XII. On the fifteenth of May, the congrefs had ta-
ken an opportunity of feeling the general pulfe of the
Iz people,
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people, and of preparing them for the declaration of in-
dependency which was to follow, by a kind of circular
manitefto to the feveral colonies, ftating the caufes which
rendered it, as they faid, neceflary, that all authority
under the crown fhould be totally fupprefled, and all the
Eowers of government taken refpectively into their own

ands. Penfylvania and Maryland f{eemed particularly
averfe to the propofed feparation from the parent ftate.—
‘The queltion wasdebated with great warmth in the pro-
vincial aflembly of the former, and then referred to their
conftituents, by whom, however, it was decided in fa-
vour of the recommendations of congrefs. In Mary-
land, the delegates were inftructed by a large majority
of the aflembly to oppofe the declaration of independency ;
which they accordingry did ; and having given their votes,
withdrew. A body of the people foon obliged them to
return, and the aflembly were alfo compelled to ratfy
the important refolution. Every obftacle being thus fur-
mounted either by threats or intrigues, the congiefs, af-
fumning a new title, and ftiling themfelves the reprefen-
tatives of the United States of America, publifhed on the
fourth of July a folemn a&, declaring thote ftates to be
JSree and independent ; abfolving them trom all allegiance
torthe Britith crown; and renouncing all political con-
nection with the mother country *.

XIII. Lord Howe was very mugh chagrined to find
that this ftep had been taken before his airwal, as it
threw a new and almoft infurmountable obftacle in the
way of any treaty. His lordthip, however, refolved to

* A fupplement to the Declaration of Independency
was publithed by the congrefs on the fourth of O&ober
following, under the title of Articles of Confedcration
and perpetual Union between the thirteen fpecitied
ftates, laying down an invariable fyftem of rules or
laws for their government in all public cafes with re-
fped to each otherin peaccor war, and alfo extending
to their commerce with foreign nations.  Thefe arti-
cles received, as foon as the neceflary forms would
permit, the feparate ratification of cach colony.

make
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make fuch efforts as yet remained, to bring about an ac-
coramodation. His firflt aét, on the fourteenth of July,
was to fend afhore, by a flag, a circular letter to the fe-
veral late governois of the colonies, acquainting them
with his civil and military powers, and defiring that they
would publifh as generally as poffible, for the informa-
tion of the people, a declaration which accompanied the
letter.  In this piece, he fully explained the nature of
his commiffion and of the authority with which his bro-
ther and he were invefted, under the late a& of parliament,
to declare any colony or diftri& to be at the peace of his
majefty 3 and to grant general or particular pardonsto all
thofe who, in the tumults and difafter of the times,
might have deviated from their juft allegiance, and who
were willing, by a fpeedy return to their duty, to reap
the benefits of the royal favor. It alfo promifed that a
due confideration fhould be had to the fervices of all per-
fons who contributed to the reftoration of the public
tranquillity.  The circular letter and the deciaration'ap-
peared in all the newfpapers by the order of congrefs,
with a preface or comment atfully calculated to coun-
tern& the effeét of both. Dr. Franklin, who had refided
for fome years in England as agent for the colonies of
Mafluchufets and Plniylvania, being now a leading
member of the congreis, lord Howe addrefled a letter to
him alfo, touching upon the above mentioned points ;
exprefling a hope and a wifh to find in America the fame
difpofition for peace that he brought with him ; and con-
cluding with requefting the doftor’s aid fo accomplith
this defired end. The doltor, in reply, informed his
lordfhip, that, preparatory to any propofitions of amity
or peace, it would be required that Gieat Britain fhould
acknowledge the independence of America, detray the
expences of the war, and indemnify the colonies for burn-
ing their towns*. This, however, he ftated to be gr'\ly

is
* The only town, befides that of Norfolk, which
was fet fire to by the Britifh thips of war, was Fal-
mouth ia Maflachufet’s }’Say, which had provoked an
3 Ft
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his private opinion, and not authorifed by thofe té whom
the Americans had intrufted the power of peace and war.
A correfpondence was opened at the fame time with ge-
neral Wathington, but to as little purpofe.  Lord Howe
and his brother, unwilling to accede to fuch ttrange pre-
liminaiies as do&or Franklin pointed out, and freing,
from the declaiation of independence, and the vigorous
preparations of the enemy, that nothing lefs would be ac-
cepted, 1efolved to commence hoftilities without farther
delay.

XyIV. The troops under general Clinten from the
fouthward, and fomme regiments from Florida and the
Weft Indies, having joined the grand army, which now
amounted to near thirty thoufand men, the operations
began on the twenty fecond of Auguft. A detach-
ment of four thoufand men was firft embarked, and hav-
ing landed without refiftance on the fouth weftcrn extie-
mity of Long Ifland, they were foon followed by the
reft of the army and artillery.  On the oppofite lide near
the village ot Brooklyn, within view of New York, a
large body ot Americans, to the number ot fitteen thou-
fand, were ftrengly pofted, under the command of ge-
neral Sullivan, aflifted by general Putnam and feme other
able officers.  His lines extended on the left to the Eaft
River which feparated him from New York : he was fe-
cured on the right by a marfh resching to an inlet of the
fea called Gowan’s Cove ; and he had Goveinor’s Iland
and a bay to the rear of his encampment.  Between the
armies was a range of hiils covered with wood, inter-
fecting the country from eaft to weft: through thefe hills
are three pafles, one to the weftward, called the Nar-
rows ; a fecond nearly in the centre, taking its name
trom the village of Flat-bufh ; and the third bending to
the caft towards the town of Bedford, on which fide
there was a road leading round the extramity of the
hills to a plantation called Jamaica. Thele dehles were

attack by fimilar caufes of offence. But what pretext

had the American army for the wanton aéts of deval-

tatign and hoftility they committed in Canada?
guarded
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guardéd by numercus paities ; and the heights behind
them were occupied by about two thirds of the whoie
body of foirces, who had been dctached from the camp
to obitruct the piogrefs of the Britifh army. Gene-
ral Howe, having {ormed his plan, ftationed general
Grant at the head of the left wing to guard the coaft,
and to attempt a paflage through the Narrows : general
De H:ifter, with the Heflians, was ordered to the cen-
tral poit at Flat-bufh : and it being deemed practicable,
from the report of general Clinton and Sit W.lliam Enf-
kine who had 1econnoitred the pofition of the ecnemy, to
turn their left, the commander in chief refolved to make
the attempt himfelf with the 1ight wing, confitting of
a ftrong advanced corps uider general Clinton, fupport-
ed by the Brigades under lord Percy. This divifion
fetting off about nine in the evening ot the twenty fixth,
and crofling the country by Fiat-Lands, eafily made
themfelves mafters of the eaftern piis, which, on ac-
count of its great diftance, had been rather neglected by
the enemy. Inftead of fecuning it by a ftationary force,
they had contented thanfelves with fending out occa-
fional patioles of cavalry to watch 1t: one of thefe be-
ing intercepted by a Brinth advanc.d guard, the pafs
was gained without any alum being communicated to
the Ameicans. At nine o'clock in the morning the
Biitifh troops reached Bedtord.  An attack was im-
mediately begun on the enemy’s left: they made but a
feehble 1ehftance, and 1etired irom the woody grounds to
their hnes, into which they threw themtelves in evi-'
dent confufion.  As foon as the firing from, this quarter
was heard, general De Heifter, with a column of Het-
fians, poured upon their center; and, after a warm en-
gapement, forced them to take fhelter in the woods,
with the lofs of three pieces of cannon. General Grant's
column, which kad maiched {iom the Narrows by the
edge of the bay in the courfe ot the night, and had
duven the advanced guard of the enemy tiom a ftrong
pafs where they were polted, began a very furious can-
nonadc' upon them early in the morning, in order to di-

vut
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vert their attention from their left wing and rear where
all the danger lay. They returned the fire with great
{pinit and perfeverance till they received news of the to-
tal 10ut of the 1eft of their army. Upon this, they fled
in the utmoft diforder: a few {mall parties took to the
woods : but the greater number attempted to make their
clcape through the marfh at Gowan’s Cove, where ma-
ny were drowned, and fome perifhed more miferably in
the mud. Had general Grant made a rapid movement
to the edge of the morafs, they multall have been killed
or taken prifoners. But general Howe was much maie
blamable for not purfuing the advantages gained on his
fide. With cold and dilatory caution he checked his
brave men in the career of fuccefs, and refhained them
from attacking the American lines, which in all proba-
bility would have been quickly foreed in the coniterna-
tion of the moment. But though the vi€tory was not
fo decifive as it might have been, owing to thofe reftric-
tions impofed by the commander in chief, yet the
lofs of the Ameticans was confiderable.  Very n:ar
two thoufand of them were killed or drowned; and
about half that number, including three of their gene-
ry)s, Sullivan, Stirling and Udell, with ten other field
officers, were made priloners.  The Britifh and Heflian
troops had not in all above fuventy killed, and about two
hundred wounded.

XV. It is curious to hear general Howe’s reafon for
not permitting his forces to exert their manifeft fuperi-
ority. ¢ As it was apparcut,” [aid he, ¢ that the lines
muft become ours at a very chenp rate, regular ap-
proaches, T would not rifk the lofs that might have been
tuflained in the affault, and ordered them back toa hol-
low way out of the reach of the mutketiy.”” The ene-
my were much more obliged to him than his own men
for this extraordinary tendernefs. General Wafhington,
who had paflud over from New Yok during the engage-
ment, and who is faid to have buift into a peignant cx-
clamation of grief, when e beheld the inextricable de-
ftiudtion in which fome of his beft treops were involved,

ad
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and the like fate impending over the remainder, now faw
a fudden ray of hope fhoot thiough thefe glooms from
the unaccountable hackwardnefs of the Britith com-
mander.  While the latter was thercfore preparing his
regular approaches, having next day broken ground in
form within fix hundred yards of the neareft iedoubt, ge-
neral Wafhington effedted a reticat in the night of the
twenty ninth, with fuch wondei ful filence, feciecy, and
order, that the Englifh army did not perccive the leaft
motion, and were furprifed in the moining at fiuding the
lines abandoned, and feeing the laft of the enemy’s rear-
guard in their boats and out of danger. The only ad-
vantage which general Howe derived trom his firtt day’s
viftory and his fubfequent caution, was the inglotiops
acquufition of the defeited works of Brooklyn.

XVI. Soon after this tranfaétion, general. Sullivan
was fent upon parole, with a verbal meflage from lord
Howe to the congrels at Philadelphia, importing, that
though he could not at prefent treat withthemin a legal
charater, yet he was defirous of conferring with feine
of the members as private gentlemen. He faid, that he
had, in conjunétion with the general, full powers to comn
promife the difpute between Great Britain and America
on terms advantageous to both ; the obtaining of which
had detained him near two months, and prevented his
antival before the declaration of independency had taken
place : that he withed a compaét might be fettled at this
time, when no decifive blow was ftruck, and neither
party could fay they were compelled to enter into the
agreement : that it the congre(s were difpofed to treat,
many things which they had not yet afketl might and
ought to be granted to them : and that if, upon the con-
terence, any prebable ground of accommodation appeared,
the authority ot congrefs muft of courfe be afteiwards
acknowledged, in order to 1ender the compact complete.
The congrels returned for antwer, ¢ that bemg the re-
prefentatives of the free and independent ftates of Ame-
rica, they could not with propiiety fend any of their
members to confer with hislordthip in their privatc cha-

1alters 3
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rafters ; but that ever defirous of eftablifhing peace on
1eafonable terms, they would fend a committee to know
whether he had any authority to tieat with perfons au-
thorized by congrets, and what that authority was, and
to hear [uch propofitions as he fhould think fit to make.™
Dr. Franklin, Mr. Adams, and Mr. Rutledge being
accordingly appointed, waited upon lord Howe at Staten
Ifland.  But no advantage was likely to accrue to the
mother country from fuch a committee, the members of
it ‘being men whofe principles were violent in the ex-
treme, and who fought every opportunity of reducing the
parent fta e to the moft humiliating fituations. They
refufed to aét in any other charater than as a committee
deputed by congrefs ; but faid they were ready to hear
lord Howe’s propofals. He told them, that the moft
ardent with of the king and government of Great Bri-
tain was to putanend to the prefent unhappy differences ;
and that, in order to accomplifh this defire, every aét ot
Farli:\mcnt which had been thought obnoxious to the co-
onies fhould undergo a revifal, and every juft caule of
complaint fhould be removed, if they would declare their
willingnefs to fubmit to the Britith government. The
gentlemen of the committee replied, that an acknowledg-
ment of the fuperiority of Great Britain could not now
be expeéted: they endeavoured to juftify the conduét of
the colonies, and to throw all the blame of {eparation on
the mother country: they (aid, that even if the congre(s
wifhed to replace America in her former fituation, they
had not the power to o fo; for the declaration of in-
dependency had been made in confequence of the collefted
voice ot the whole people, by whom alene it could be
invalidated and abolifhed: but, they added, though the
Americans defired not to 1etuin under the domination of
England, yet they were willing to enter into any treaty
that fhould be deemed advantageous to both countiies.
On receiving this aniwer, lord Howe put an end to the
conference ; and the deputies, on their retwin to congrefs,
made their report, that hislordfhip’s commiffion appeared
to them to contain no other authority of importance than

was
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was comprifed in the aét of parliament; for asto the
power ot inquiring into the ftate of America, and tranf-
mitting the refult ot fuch inquiry to England, they ap.
prehended any expectation fiom the effect of tuch a power
would have been too precarious for America to have re.
lied upon, had fhe ftill continucd i her ftate of depen-
dance. Lord Howe, on his part, publifhed a declaration
to the people of Amcric2, wherem, after glancing at the
an{wer retuined by the committee to his offers ot recon-
ciliation, he acquainted them that the parent ftate was
ready to reccive into its bofon and protection all who
might be willing to return to their former obedience,—
But this declaration had no great effeét ; for thofe who
refolved to accede to nothing fhort of an acknowledgment
of the independence of America, had acquired the fole
management of affairs, and had concentered in themfelves
all the powers and refources of the countiy.

XVII. It now became the duty of the Englifh com-
miflioners to endeavour to make amends for their tailure
in their civil capacity by the vigow of their naval and
military operations. The royal ariny being divided only
by the Eaft river, about thirteen hundred yards in bicadth,
from the ifland of New York, wheie the provincial for-
ces had taken refuge, were impatient to pals that narrow
boundary. After a long and fevere cannonade from bat.
teries which had been ereted on fome finall iflands be-
tween the oppofite fhores, and from feveral fhips of war
judicioufly ftationed to cover the difembarkation of the
troops, while others kept hovering round, to increafe
the uncertainty of the real objet of attack, a defcent was
made, on the fifteenth of September, at Kipp's Bay,
within three miles ot the town of New York. The
army of general Wafhington being pofted, part in the

. envitons of the city,and part at Kingfbridge on the ifth-

mus which conneéts the peninfula with the continent, ap-
prehenfions were entertained that the Englith general, by
landing a body of forces in the centre, would cut oft the
communication between them; on which a refolution
was taken to eyacuate the city ; and on the aftual land-

ing
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ing of the Britifh trocps at Kipp's Bay, the Americans
retreated with precipitation and fome lols to Kingfbridge,
where they had ftrong intrenchments. ‘The Englith com-
mander in chief here let flip anotha opportunity of ftrik~
ing a decifive blow.  Inftead of dueching his attention
to New York, and there watting the valuable moments
in frivolous delay,* he ought to have thiown his aimy
1ound Kingfbridge, by which micans he would have
cowpletely hommed in the Ainerican firces onvevery fide.
A great deul of time was fpent in e1éting a chain of re-
doubts to cover New York+t; and fume buigades of Bri-
tith and Hcdfian tioops being left to defend it, the reft
of tie army at Jength embarked, on the twelith of Oc-
tober, in flat-bottomed beats, am! landed the fame
mornine near Weft Chefter, on the continent towaids
Connccticut, with a view to giin the 1em of general
Wafhington's encampment, and thereby force him eithes
to hazard 4 battle, or fuffer himfelt to be furiounded and
confined in York Iflend. ‘The American commander,
alarmed by the remonftiances of genetal Lee, who had

* Ajfoon as the Englifh had taken poficflion of New
York, general Howe and fonic other officers repaired
to the houfe of a Mrs. Murray, with whom they re-
nfamed in converfation fo long, that general Putnam,
with three thoutand five hundred men, was enabled
to make good his retreat to the main body of the Ame-
rican army. .

+ Thofe fortifications were of very little fervice.
One advantage, however, arofe froin the ftay of the
Brinith forces at New York., The Americans had re-
folved, provious to the evacuation of it, to fet it on fire
if feveral places. But the [peed with which they weie
ouliged to quit 1t, prevented thein from executing their
defign. In fix days after, the attempt was made by
fome perfons who had purpofely fecreted thunfelves
in the deferted houfes, and who carried their plan inte
efteét with fuch wicked f{kill, that eleven hundred
houfes, foiming nearly a third part of the town, were
deftroyed 5 and the whole city would have been burned
to the giound, had it not b:en for the cxtraordinary
cxcitions ot thc military. T lately
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lately returned from South Carolina*, perceived the ne-
ceflity of making a grand movement to counterat this
projc&, and immediately decamping with his whole
army, took a new and ftiong pofition at White Plains,
the deep river Brunx covering his tront, and the North
river flowing at fome diftance in the rear, B
XVIII. Onthe twenty-eighth of O&ober, the royal
army advanced in two columns within cannon-fhot of the
American lines, and a part of the left wing croffing the
viver, attacked an advanced poft of the Amkrican en-
campment, commanded by general Macdougal, who was
compelled with lofs to retreat to the main army : the
1ight and center, fortunately tor the Americans, did not
quit the ground on which they had at firft formed.
Next day, general Howe obfeiving the lines much
Rrengthened by additional woiks, 1efolved to defer the
“ affault till the arrival ot fome troops he had lett o York
ifland, who joining him at the expe€ted time, he made
new difpofitions for ftorming the Aumeiican intrench-
ment on the laft day ot O¢tober; but inceflant rains
prevented the execution of his plan, and in the night of
the firft of November, Wathington drew oft his tioops,
and took another and ftill fronger pofition amidft the
woods and highlands, bordering on the North Caitle
diftrit. ‘General Howe, perceiving that the nature of
the countty would not admit of forcing the Amciican
* When the Britith army landed near Weft Chefter,
Wathington harangued his officers, and told thein,
that they muft retrcat no farther, but decide the fate
of America on the greund where they were then in.
trenched. Lec camce up foon after, and having learn-
ed what had pafled, remonftrated againft {o detperate
aefolution. He faid, that the Britith would infallibly
hem Waihington’s army round with fuch a chain of
woiks, as would reduce him to the ncceflity ot fur.
rendering through famine, without expoting them to
the rifk of a battle. Thefe reprefentations had due
cileét on Wathington, whofe heroic fp'uit, difdainful
of continual retreat, might otherwile have hurried
him beyond the dlttates of his cooler judgment.:
Vo, 1L, K . ccmumander
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commander to an engagement, made a fudden move-
ment towards Kingfbridge, and uncxpetedly invefled tort
‘Wathington, a ftrong poft, which the Americans, con-
trary to the carneft advice of Lee, occupied on the
North river, oppolite to which was fort Lee onthe Jerfey
fide. Colonel Magaw, the commander of the fortiefs,
refufing to furrender to general Howe's fummons on the
fifteenth of Novenber, 1t was carried fwvord in hand by
a furious affault the next inorning. The lofs of the
royal army in killed and wounded amounted to about
eight hundied ; that of the ganifon to near twelve hun-
dred, befides more than two thoufand who were made
ptifoners, - On this acquifition, lord Cornwallis was
detached with a ftrong body of forces to form the in-
veftment of fort Lee, but found it alrcady abandoned by
the garrilon, who retired with fuch precipitation as to
leave behind them their artillery, prowifions, and fteres.
General Wathington, who had pafled the Noith river,
with a view to the protetion of the piovince of Jerfey,
row found himfelf compelled to retreat with a very di-
munifhed force to Newark, whence he fell back, on the
approach of lord Cornwallis, to Brunfwick, leaving
Newark the very morning that his lordfhip entered it.
As the van ot lord Cornwallis’s army advanced to
Bruniwick by a forced maich, on the firft of December,
general Wathington retieated to Pirince Town, having
firft bioken down the bridge erefted there -over the
Rariten,  As the orders of his lordfhip were pofitive not
to advance beyond Brunfwick, he here fent dilpatches to
the commander in chicf, expieffing fanguine hopes, that
by a continued purfuit he could entitely difperfe the
army under general Wafhington, and feize his heavy
baggage and artillery before-he could pafs the Delaware,
But general Howe would not 1evoke his order, faying
only that he would join his lordfh p immediately. "Al-
moft a week, however, elapfed before this jun@ion took
flncc, nor was any vigorous effort then ufed to recover
Joft ume.  On the feventh of December the Biitifh army
marched from Bruntwick at four o'clock in "the moin-

.ing,
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ing, and about the fame hour in the afternoon arrived at
Piince-town, fiom which place general Wathington in
petlon, with Stirling’s brigade, had not been gone quite-
an hour. Trenton on the Delaware, where the Ameri-
cans wete to embark for Penfylvania, was but twelve miles
diftant. Yet the Biitith troops were detained for feven-
teen hours at Prince-town, and marching thence at nine
o'clock next morning, got to Trenton at four in the
afternoon, juft when the laft boat of Waithington's em-

. barkation croffed the river, as if general Howe had cal-
culated with the niceft accuracy, the exact time neceffary
for his enemy to make his fcape.

XIX. During this memorable retreat of the main
army, general Lee, at the liead of a confiderable Lody
of troops, had followed the track of lord Cornwallis,
but at too great a diflance to be of any fervice to the
commander in chief. It feemed as if his proud fpirit,
which could brook no fuperiority, would have been
gratified by the total defeat of Wathington, to whom he
would probably have fucceeded as generaliffimo of the
forces of America. But inftead of promotion, the
moft motifying difgrace now awaited him. On the
thirteenth of December, while his army lay encamped in
Morris County, intending to crofs the Dclaware to the
northward of Trenton, he proceeded with a few atten-
dants to the diftance of two or three miles, in order to
recounoitre ; and ftopped at a place called Bafking-ridge
to breakfaft. Colonel Harcourt, who had been fent out’
with a party of light horfe to watch Lee’s mations, re-
ceiving intelligence of his fituation, inftantly formed a
plan for capturing this able officery, ftiled by the Britith
army the American Palladium. Having made the pro-
per difpofitions to prevent Lee’s efcape, Hurcourt gal-
loped up to the houfe where the general was a¥ breake.
falt, furprifed the centinels pliced to guard it, forced
open the door, and made him . a prifoner, as well as a*
French licutenant colonel who had accompanied him.
The general was immediately mounted, and conveyed in

« fafety to the Britifh camp, though feveral guardcc{ pots
Kia . and
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and aimed patroles lay in the way. The making of a
fingle officer prifoncr would, in other civcumftances, have
been a matter of no very great moment ; but in the pre-
fent ftate of the raw Amcrican forces, where a general
deficicncy of military fkill prevailed, and the inex-
perience of theofficets wageven a greater giievance than
the want of difcipline in the foldiers, the lofs of a com-
mander, whofe {pixit of enterprife was direted by great
knowledge of his profeflion acquired in aclual fervice,
was ot the utmoft importance, and the more diftrefling,
as there was little room to hope it could be foon fupplied.
‘Wathington, not having at this time any prifoner of
equal rank with Lee, propofud to exchange fix ficld
officers for him ; or if this was not accepted, he required,
that general Lee fhould be treated fuitably to ‘his ftation,
until an opportumty offcied for a direét and equal ex-
chance. General Howe did not then think that Lee
ought to be confidered as a priloner of war, but rather
as a deferter from the fervice of Great Britain; though
he had refigned his commiffion as a Britifh officer on the
commencement of the troubles.  Hewas therefore clofe-
ly confined ; which afforded the Americans a pretext for
treating feveral of their prifoners with an unuiual de-
gree of rigour.

XX. While the royal army were overrunning the
greater put of the Jerleys without oppofition, general
Chiinton, with two biigades of Britith and twg ot Hel-
fian troops, and a iquadron of fhips of war under the
command of {ir Pcter Parkcr, were fent to make an at-
tempt up'n Rhode Ifland. In this enterprife they fuc-
ceeded even beyond expettation ; for the rebels having a-
bundonud the ifland* at their approach, they took
pofleflion ot 1t without the lofs of a man, on the ver
day that general Wafhington made his ¢fcape crofs
the Delawure.  In confequence alfo of their fudden ar-
1ival and fuccefs, an American {quadron of five ﬁ'}ﬁutes,
commanded by one Hopkins, was under the neceflity of
retiring up the river Providence, where it remained’
blocked up,and inactive. Notwithftanding thefi fav?r-

able
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able circumftances attending the expedition, it has been
cenfured as injudicious in the firlt inftance, and differvice-
able in its ultimate cffefts. When it was propofed
by general Howe and his brother, fir Henry Clinton
ftrongly wrged that he might rather be permitted to con-
duét it to the Delaware. Had his ¢ounfel been adopted,
an irrecoverable blow might have becn given to the
Anmericans ; wheteas the poffeflion of Rhode Ifland an-
{wered no other end but that of keeping a great body
of tioops unemployed there for thiee years after.

XXI. At the time of g neral Wufhington’s retreat
over the Delaware, the affairs of the rebellious colonies
feemed rapidly verging toa crifis.  His army, which ag
the opening of the campaign amounted to near thirty
thoufand men, was now reduced to a tenth part of that
number. Whole regiments retired from the foyvice,
having been enlilted only for a twelvemonth, and alledg-
ing as an excule for their piefent defertions, that it was.
incumbent on their countiymen to bear an equal fhare in
the fupport of the common caufe. The panic, ftruck by
the difalters at Long Ifland, New York, and the White
Plains, with the progrefs of the royal army through the
Jerleys, had extended itfelf from the military to all the
civil departments of the new ftates. “The governor,
councily affembly, and magiftracy of New Jerfey had
deferted that piovince. ‘The congre(s itfelf fled with
great precipitation to Baltimore in Maryland ; and fome
of the members fought pardon and (ecurity at the Britifh
head quarters. Repeated attempts were made to raife
the militia of Penfylvania,—in vain. "Threewof the prin-
cipal citizens of Philadelphia, in behalf of the reft,
waited on congrefs Lefore their flight, and boldly in-
formed them that they intended to meet general Howe, .
and throw themfelves on his proteftion.  The princi-
pal city of North America, and then the feat of the new
governmment, only waited for the arrival of the Buitifh
army, to fubmit to the mother country. Even Wafhs
ington trembled for the fate of his adored republic, and
talked of retiring with the remains of his aimy to the

K3 . aecelles
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receffes of the Allegany mountains, expeling to have
been immediately followed by the Britifh forces. For
though all the boats on the Delaware were, by a timely
precaution, removed to the Penfylvanian fhore, the
neighbourheod fupplied ample materials, which art and
induftry might foon have conftru®ed into rafts and flo-
tillas fufficient for the tranfportation of the troops. But
nothing of the vaft, the vigorous, or decifive appeared
in the plans or condut of general Howe, who, tiom fo
often ftopping the progrefs, chilling the ardour, and be-
numbing, as it were, the faculties of his victorious
troops, acquired the difgraceful nickname of the mili-
tary Torpedo. He now ordered them into winter can-
tonments, forming an extenfive chain from Brunfwick
to the Delaware, and down the banks of that river for
many miles, fo as to compofe a front at the end of the
line Jooking over to Penfylvania. Wafhington, on be-
ing fully informed of this difpofition, exclaimed in the
fpirit of a vigilant and fagacious commander, ¢ now is
the tinie to clip the wings of the enemy, while they are
{o fpread.™

XXII. Very early in the morning of the twenty fixth
of Decembel, a day purpofely feleCted on the fuppofition
that the preceding feftivity might favor the projet of
furprife, general Wafhington croffed the Delaware, not
without extreme difficulty, as the river had begunto be
frozen; and direftly proceeding on his morch in the
midft of a ftorm of fnow and hail, reached Trenton by
day-break. Here, about one thoufand fix handred men,
chiefly Heflians, were ftationed under the command of
colone] Rahl, who were thrown into confufion at the firgt
attack. The colonel himfelf being mortally wounded,
the diforder increafed 5 and, ubandoning their artillery,
they attempted to make their retreat to Princetown:
but finding this impiaticable, and being now overpow-
ered and nearly fuirounded, the three regiments of Rahl,
Lofsberg, and Knyphaufen, laid down their arms and
furrendered themfelves prifoners of war; the remainder
of the troops narrowly efcaping by way of Bordcntowivn.

: n
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Iy the evening general Wafhington repafled the Dela-
ware, carrying with him the prifoneis, their artillery, and
colours ; and entered the city of Philadelphia in triumph,

XXIII. Nothing could have been more critically fa-
vorable to the republicau caufe, or more injurious to the
reputation, as well as to the future progrefs of the roy-
al army, than this enterprife. The charm was now
diffolved ; and it being found by experience, that the

Heflians in particular, whom theenemy had hitherto be-
held with a fort of teiror, were not invincible, great
npmbers of the Americans, who had defeited their co-
lours, again repaired to the ftandard of their commander.
‘Lhe vittory at Tienton feryed alfo to give wonderful
effeét to an appeal, which the congrefs had publifhed
about a fortnight before, to the inhabitants of the colo-
nies, the principal objeéts of which were to awaken their
attention, remove their difpondency, 1enew their hopes
and fpitits, and urge them to forward the completion
of an army on a rcgular and lafting eftabliiment. It
foon appeared that this fingle (troke of lutcefs operated
more powertully on the great body of the people than all
the other inducements held out to them to enlift, fuch
as large bounties, the future acquifition of landed pro-
perty, and the promife of foreign aflitance*. Reinforce-

. ments

* Befides a bounty of twenty dollars to each foldier
at the time of enlifting, lands were to be allotted at
the end of the war to the furvivors, and to the repre-
fentatives of all who were killed, in liberal propor-
tions from one hundred acies, the fhare of a private
man, to five hundred, that of a colonel : thofe, who
enlifted for the term of three yecars, which was alfo al-
Jowed as more agrecable to many than an ipdefinite
engagement for the contipyance of the war, reccived
the fame bounty in money, but were cut out from any
allotment of lands : half pay during life was decreed

_ta all officers, foldiers, and feamen, who were or

might be difabled in action: with regard to afliftance
from foreign ftates, congrefs faid they had received
shg moft pofitive ailurances on that head ; and indor-
e
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ments poured in fo faft from every fide, that ina few
days general Wafhington found him(elf in a condition
once morc to crols the Delawme; and lord Cornwallis,
who was altually at New York in hisWway to England,
was ordered to return to thedefence of the Jerfeys,  His
lowdthip finding the troops in that quarter colletted at
Prince-town under general Grant, marched at their head
the fecond day of the new year, to attack the enemy
who were ftrongly pofted at the back of Trenton Cieck.
After {everal fkirmithes in the appioach, a cannonade en-
fued on both fides which continued till dark. Loird
Cornwallis determined to renew the attempt next morn-
ing ; but general Wafhiagton, who was far from in-
tending to1ifk a battle, filently withdrew his army in
the dead of the night, leaving fires burning in his camp,
and the ufual patroles to keep up appearances ; and by
a circuitous maich arrived juft before fun rife at Prince-
town. Here the fourth brigade of Britifh troops, con-
fitting of the f{eventeenth, fortieth, and fitty fifth 1egi-
ments, were pofted under the command of lieutenant co-
lonel Mawhood, who had begun his march in order to
join lord Cornwallis, when he fell in with the van-gumﬂ
of the American army. Though engaged with a far
fuperior force, the brave Mawhood, at the head of his

wn corps, with extraoidinary gallantry fought his way
through the thickeft ranks of the enemy ; the other 1¢-
giments making feparate retreats by different roads :
they fuffered, however, very feverely +in this unequal
confli®, and were in a great meafure difabled for tuture
fervice. .

XXIV. As foon as lord Cornwallis difcovered
Wathington®s manceuvre, being alarmed for the fafety
of the troops and magazines at Brunfwick, he pro-
ceeded inftantly to its defence.  The Americans croffed

der to ftrengthen this opinion, they nominated three
of their body, of whom Dr. Frankhin was one, com-
miflioners to the court of Verfailles, to folicit aid, and
to propofe the plan of a trcaty of friendfhip, com-
merce, and alliance. the
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the Mililtone river, without any farther attempt at that
time ; but in a few days after, whilft lord Cornwallis 1¢-
maincd at Biunfwick for the neceflary refrefhment of his
haiaffed tioops, Wafhington overran both Eaft and
Weit Jerley, fpreading his army over the Rariton, and
penetrating into Eflex County, where he made him-
felf mafter of the coalt oppofite to Staten Ifland, by
feizing Newark, Elizabeth-town, and Woodbridge. He
fixed his head quarters at Moriis-town. ‘This place is
fituated amongft hills exticmely difficult of accefs. A
fine country was in his rear, whence he could draw fup-
plies, and through which he could at any time fecure an
ealy paflage over the Delawaje.  Lord Cornwallis's
tioops were, on the contrary, very much ftraitened at
Brunfwick and Amboy, the only pofts which they re-
tained of zll their late extenfive agquifitions in the Jer-
feys, It was fortunate that both thofe places had an
open communication by fea with New Yoik, as neither
forage nor provifions were to be procured in any part of
the adjoining country, but at the price of blood. The
licentious 1avages of the German foldiery, during the
time they were in pofleflion of the province, had excited
the utmoitiefentment and detettation of the inhabitants ;
and the fortune of war now f{eeming to turn againft them,
the whole country jofe in arms, and great numbers who
before had been well affetted to the royal caufe, as well
as the neutrals and the wavering, now became its bit-
tereft and moft determined enemies.  Such were the un-
toward events that in the winter damped the hopes of an
army {o lately deemeq irvefittible, and nipped the laurels
of a foregoing profperous campaign.

CHAP. IIL
1. Caufes of the little Emotion, awbich the Necws from
America, in the Courfe of fo important a Campaign, ex-
cited 1n England, 11. Lofs fuftained in the Wefi-India
Trade. 111. Symptoms of yevrving Enmity on the Part
% France and Spain <be ked for fome Time by the fpirited
efolutions of the Britifb Cabinet. 1V. His Majefly’s
Speech g the Mecting of Parliament. V. Oppofition tothe
Addreffes
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Addreffes; awith Remarks on Lord North’s Defence'or Ex-
Planation of the Hord ¢ Unanimity.” V1. Motion made
by Lord Jobn Cavendifb, in Configuence of a Declaration
tffued by Lord Howe and bis Brother foon after the taking
of Nezv York. VI1I. Defence of the Conduct of the Com-
miffioners.  VIIL. Seccffon of the Rockingham Party.
YX. Apperity and Indecency of My, Temple Luttre!l’ s At-
tack on Lord Sandwich.  X. Supplies for the Sea and
Land Serwice. XI. Changes in the Department for the
Education of the young Princes, and in the Lord. heutenancy
of Ireland. XIL. Refiélions on one of the moft important
Duties of the Recorder of public Lvents. X111, Mr.
Harrifor's Ingenutty and Perfeverance in the Improve-
ment of bis Tume-pieces for afiertaimng the Longitude,
XIV. Remarkable Precautions ufed by My. Hume againft
baving his Charafler emblazed, after bis Death, awith the
Splendorsof gaudy Panegyric. XV, Sketch of Mr. Fer-
gufor’s aflonfbing Progrefsin Aflronomy, experimental Phi-
lofophy, ‘and Mechanics. XV 1. Public Trials of Mr.
Hartley's Preferwvative fromthe Ravages of Fire. XVII,

ome Account of the Life and Execution of the famous In-
cendiary, Fobn the Painter. XVI11. Bill for granting
Letsers of Marque, and another for*fecuring Perfons charged
vith High Treafon, brought in by the Minifter, and car-
vied, after fome Amendments, X1X. Subjec? of Contraéls
difcuflcd. " XX. Clofe Divifion ina Debate on a Claim fet
up by the Landgravve of Hijfe for the Expences of foreign
Hojpitals in the lafp War.  XXI1. Application to Parha-
ment for difcharging the Debts on the Cruil Lift, and for
augmenting the royal Revenue. XXI1I, Sir Fletcher Nor-
ton’s Speech at the Bar of the Houfe of Lords. XXIII,
Succefs of this artful Scheme for acquiring Popularity.
XXV, Summary of the Mumyfler’s Statements at the
Opening of the Budget. XXV. Rewolution at Madrafi—
Imprijonment and Death of Lord Eigot—Subfequent Pro-
ceedings at the India Houfe and in Parliamunt. XXV1.
Lord Chatham’s Moation for an Adidrefs on the ¢ Removal
of accumulated Gricvances.”” XXVI1I. Expellitions to
Peck's Kill and Danbury confidered as bappy Prdude;b v

e
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the Opening of the Campaign. XXVIII. Thefe Blowsin
Jome Degree retaliated é: the, Deftrudtion of the Britifb
Veffels and Provifions at Saggy Harbour. XXIX. A De-
tachment of the American Ariny defeated by Lord Cornowal -
lis after feveral ineffeétual Endeavours 1o bring Wafbing-
ton to an Actwon, XXX. General Prefcot carried off from
Rbode Ifland, and exchanged for Lee, XXXI. I)cl;;ar-
ture of the Britifh Flect and Army for Chefapeak Bay;
with another Injlance of Sir Wiliiam Howe's NeglecHto
improve the Advantages of a Vitlory at the Brandy-wine.
XXXI1. Major-general Grey furprifes and routs with
great Slaughter alarge Party of Americans under General
Wayne ; and Lord Cornwallis takes peaceable Poffiffion of
Philadelphia. XXXI111. Wajbington’s fudden Aitack onthe
‘Head-quarters at German Town defeated by the Addrefs and
Intrepudity of Lieutenant Colonel Mufgrave. XXX1V. Na-
wigation of the Delaware opcned to Philud phia, awbere
the Commander wn chicf and bis Army fpend the Winter in
Diffipation and Indolence. XXXV. Condullof the nor-
thern Expedition injucticioufly committed to General Bur-
goyne. XXXVI. His Speech to the Indians at the War-
Jeaft, and tis impolitic Manifeflo.  XXXVII. Naval
Force of the Americans difirayed, and the Rear of thewr
Army almoj} entarely cut off in thcir Flight from Tacondero-
ga. XXXVIII. Thke tedious and baraffing March of the
Britifb Troops to Fort- Edward foon foliowed by fome fe-
were Checks near  Bennington and at Fort Stanwix.
XXXIX. Well-fought, but indective Afton near Still-
Water 5 and the northérn Army left to 1ts Fate, after an
Attempt to make a Divverfion in ts Favor by, an Expedi-
tion up Hudfon's River. XL. Seriesof Diftrefles and Dif-
afters, which termnated in the mort.fying Catafirophe at
Saratoga. XLI. Qbferatiens on General Burgoyne's
Defence, Recrimination, amd Conduél before and after
that melancholy Event.  XLII. Debate occafioned by the
King's Speechin November. XLIII. Parhamentary In-
quirtes into the State of the Nation, XLIV. A Motion
made by lord Chatham for Papers relative to the Expedi-
¥on from Canada negatived, and another concerning the
' Employmens
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Employment of the Savages difmiffed by the previous Quef-
tion. XLV. Reafous for an early Adjournment. XLVI.
Subfcriptions for raifing new Levies. XLVII. Various
Debates in the Committee of Inquiry after the Chryfimas Re-
cefs. XLVIIL. Lord North’s new Plan of Conciliation.
XLIX. Ways and Means for the current Service.  La
My. Gibert's Bull jor a Tux on Salaries and Penfions re-
jeced by a Mayority of fix only. LI. French Ambafa-
dor’s dwowal of a'Treaty of Amaty, Commevce, and Al-
hance concluded with America. "L11. Bills_foxnded on
Jome Refolutions infavour of Ireland ultimately difmafed,
and a few trivial “Points conceded.  LIIL. Sir
George Saville’s Bill for the Repeal of certain Penalties on
Papyis. LIV, Duke of Richmond’s Speech on the Neceffity
‘of an immediate Recogmtton of American Independence,
and Lord Chatham's Reply. LV. Death of the latter—
Honors paid to k1s Memory.

L. POSTERITY may be at alofs to conceive, or te

account for, the little emotion which the news
from America in the courte of fo impoitant a campaign
excited in England. ‘The gieat diftance of the feat of
war would certainly render its effeéts lels interefting :
they would be more flightly telt, and, if ever fo unplea-
Tant, could excite no appreheniion ot any immediate dan=
ger.  As this war alto was not attended with national
antipathy or rivalfhip, eftablifhed enmity, or even a pre-
fent competition for glory, it wanted fome of the ftronga
eft incitements to general anxiety for every event.  But
thefe were not the fole, nor the principal caufes of the
feeming indifference which at this time pervaded the
‘kingdom. As nothing decifive had yet begn done, the
attention of the people at laige was futpended for the
prefent, and they only looked torward to future confe-
quences, which were ftill involved in utter darknefs.
T'he hopes of thofe, who approved of vigorous meafures,
and who conftituted a great majority of the nation, were
kept alive, but not fuﬁy gratified by the chequered oc-
cmrences of thecampaign: they were therefore cautious,
upon any fhew of tempoiary or partial fuccefs, :o‘ in-

. dulge
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dulge in a triumph which might be found premature.
Their political adverfaries had ftronger reafons for being.
filent, and for, at leaft, affefting to 1eceive the intelli-
gence of viftories and defcats with equal unconcern.
The ufual bickerings of pauty were almoft {wallowed up
in the unccrtain iffuc of the remote conteft; and, during
the recefs of parliament, a degree of ftillnefs prevailed,
which had never hefore, perhaps, been equalled in a ftate
of actual hoftility.

II. The foiegoing remarks muft, however, be con-
fidered as applicable only to the great body of fociety,
not to all the fmaller ciicles in which the zealots on both
fides were alike intemperatein theit approbation and their
cenfure.  Befides the juft indignation which fome felt at
the balenefs or ingratitude of the Americans, and the
fears exprefled by others that the quelling of the colo-
nifts was defigned 2s a prelude to the extinétion of civil
hbeity in the whole empire, private interet alone may
be fuppofed toroufe the paflions and inflame the Janguage
of individuals in their dcbates on this fubjet. It was
natmal for perfons who were benefited by the war, to
magmfy every inftance of fuccels; while the loffes it ocs
eafioned, and the nun it was pregnant with, were the
conftant themes of immediate futerers.  The planters
in the Weft-India iflands and the merchants at home
were peculiarly clamoious,—not without fome reafon.
Ahofe iflands had expericnced great diftrels fince the
commencement of the troubles. 1 he ufual fupplies from
the continent being withheld, feveral of the neceflaries of
life, particularly thé articles of iuftenance uled for the
fupport of the negroes, as well as of the poor’ and labo-
rions whites, had tifen to four times their cuftomary
price. Staves, which in the next degree to food weie
an objeét of the meatelt neceflity, were not to be pro-
cwed m a fufficicnt quantity at any price.  Other wants
multiplied, and would undoubtedly have given more un-
eafinels, had not the dread of famine abforbed all lighter
confiderations.  In addition to thefe calamities, a con-
dpiracy ot the negroes in Jumaica, though happily difco-

Voi. I, 1. vered
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vered in good time, and eafily crufhed in the bud, yet
in its coniequences proved extremely injurious, As the
military force in Jammaica had been weakened by diaughts
for the American ervice, and that the departure of alai ge
fleet of merchantmen, with a part of the fquadron on
that ftation for their cenvoy, would render the ifland ftill
mote naked and defencelefs, the negioes had fixed upen
that tune for cairying their defign mto exccution.  The
fleet, which was to have failed in July, was dctained,
on account of the dilcovery of the plot, 4 month longer ;
and this delay, befides being attended with an immediate

+ heavy expence to the owncrs, wis produétive of much
greater mistortune.  The Americans thereby gained
time to equip their privatecrs ; and bad weather feparat-
ing the flier, many of the merchant thips, of confider-
able value, fell into thetr hands. ‘The lofs fuftained 1n
the Weft-India trade this year was eftimated at moie
than a million fteiling.

III. But as the moft decifive fuperiority at fea could
pot be fuppoled to fecmie the widely extended commerce
ot Gieat Britain againft every accident, inevitable lofles
of this kind were not a fource of fuch fuious alarm to
goveinment as the trong fymptomsof reviving enmity on

“the part of France and Spain, which were ealily difco-
vered under the flimfy dilguife of amic.ble profeffions.
Their harbours in Eutope began to fwarm with Amert-
can privateers, and Enghfh prizes were at filt openly
fokd-there without any affeftation of concealment or fe-
ciccy.  After fome 1emonftrances on this head, a little
more decorum was obferved : the open difpolal of prizes,
was checked ; but the pradtice fill continued in fecret.
In the French Weft-India iflands, the countenance given
to the Americans was much more avowed, French
veflels accepted American commiflions, and carried on
hottilities, or rather depredaticns, againft the Britith
comimerce, with few, and fometimes no Ametican {camen
on board. Such fhamelefs treachery was very irritating ;
but it was deemed prudent for a while to fufpend the af-
feition of the national dignity, The mimiftry faw very

clearly,
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clearly, ‘thatthe real intentions of the courts of Madrid
and Verfailles were far from correfponding with their

acific affurances ; and that the armaments fitting out

m their ports, under the pretence of a fiivolous diefrutc
with Portugal, were much more probably defigned to
co-operate with America.  Still it would have been bad
policy to haften the rupture at that time ; though it was
judged ncceffary to prepare for it with refolution and vi-
gor.  About the middle of Oober, fixteen additional
thips of the line were put into commiffion ; and the moft
effe€tual methods were taken for fpeedily manning them,
by the offer of libersl bounties, and the more difagree-
able expedient of prefling. Proclamations were alfo
iffued, commanding all Britifh feamen, who were en-

loyed in any foreign fervice, to return to England ; and
aying an embargo on the exportation of provifions from
Great Britain and Ireland. Thefe marks of decifion,
and the intelligence which had lately reached Ewope of
the fuccefles attending the Biitifh arms on Long Ifland
and at New York, cuncurred to check for fome time the
headlong impulies of pride, avarice, and revenge in the
perfidicus houfe of Bourbon*. 1v.

* The French had a glorious fpecimen given them
this fummmer of the old, the chara&eiiftical intrepi-
dity of Bitith feamen. Sir Thomas Rich, in his ma-
Jefty’s thip the Enterprife, happened on the twenty
fifth of July to fall in with a French fquadron of twd®
fail of the line and feveral frigates, commanded by
the duke of Chartres. The French borc down upon
her, and the admiral hailed the Enterprife, and de-
fired the captain to come on board immedfately ; to
which the latter replied, that, if the admiral had any
thing to communicate to him, he might come on board
the Enterpiife, as the captain fhould not go out of his
fhip. The duke infifted that he fhould, or he would
fink him; and the French thips accordingly pointed

Jtheir guns at the Enterprife; but fir Thomas, regard«
¥efs of their hoftile threats and preparations, declared,
that he never rcceived any orders but from his own
admiral; and that they were at liberty to fire when.

L2 ever
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IV. Both houfes of parliament met on the latt'day of
Oftober.  They were affured in the fpeech from the
thione, that nothing could have afforded bis majelty fg
much fatista&ion as to have been able to inform them, at
the opening of the feffion, that the troubles in North
Ametica were at an end, and that the unhappy pe ple
there, recovered from theirdelufion, had returnud to tiwit
duty ; but {o dating and defperate was the fpirit of their
ambitious lcaders, that they had openly renounced all
allegiance to the crown, and “ll political connetion with
the mother country : they had rejefled with circumftances
of indignity and infult the means of coneiliation held out
to them: they had prefumed to fet up then rebellious
confederacies tor independent ftates ; and if their tieaton
were {uffered to take 100t, much miichief muft grow
from it to the fafety of the loyal culonies, to the com-
merce of Great Britain, and to the general fyftem of Ey-
rope: one great advantage would, howcver, be denved
from the open avowal of their intentions, and that was
unanimity at home, founded in the gencral conviction of
the juftice and neceflity of the mealwies to be puilued
the recovery of Canada, and the fuccefles 01 the fide of
New Yoik afforded thonghopes ot the moft decifive good
confequences ; but notwithftanding this fan profpect, it
was neceflary to prepare for another campaign: affu-
rances of amity were ftill received from other courts,
and it feemed likely that Europe would continue to enjoy
the ineftimable bleflings of peace; yet it was thought
expedient to be in a refpeltable ftate of defence: the great
conlequent expence was regictted ; but no doubt was
entertained, that the importance of the matters under
confideration would procure a chearful grant of the ne-

ever they pleafed, as he pofitively would not quit his
thip. The duke, admiring his fpirited condu¢ .
begged it as a favor that he would do him the honor
to come aboard, as hé withed much to be acquainted
with fo brave a man. Upon this fir Thomas went
directly, and was received with the utmoft refpeét by
the duke and all his officers. veflary
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ceflary fupplies. ¢ In this arduous conteft,” added the
king, ¢ I can have no other object but to promote the
true intercfts of all my fubjeéts. No people ever enjoyed
more happinefs, or hived under a milder government, than
thole now revolted provinces : the improvements in every
art, of which they boaft, declare it : their numbers, their
wealth, their ftrength by fea and land, Which they think
fufficient to enable themn to make head againft the whqle
power of the mother country are irrefragable proofsof it.
My dcfire is to reftore to them the bleflings of law and
liberty, equally enjoyed by every Britifh fubje&, which
they have fatally and dcfperately cxchanged for all the
calamities of war, and te arbitrary tyrunny of their
chiefs.”

V. The addrefles in anfiver to this {peech were couched
in the ufual form, and produced, according to the late
praétice of the oppofition, very long debates, more re-
markable for their violence than their novelty. An
amendment, which was in 1eality an addrefs in a totally
different fhrain, was moved by lord John Cavendifh in the
lower, and the maiquis of Rockingham in the upper
houfe, deferibing at full length, and feverely 1eprobating
the pretended errors and mifcondu& of the miniftry, as
having occafiond, it was faid, the entire alienation,
and at length the open revolt of fo large a part of his
mujefly’s once loyal and affeftionate lubjeéts.  This
amendment was fuppotted in the houfe of commons by
only 87, and rcjefted by 242. The original addrels
was then put and carried. In the houfe of lords, the
friends ot adminiftiation were equally powerful. The
marquis of Rackingham’s motion was negatived by g1
to 26 ; but the propofed amendment was entered at full
length in the journals, as a proteft, und figned by four-
teen of the minority. To whatever caufes the ftrength
of the minifter within doors might be afcribed by the
. moft malignant enemy, it is certain that the number of
# his zealous fupporters all over the kingdom was confic

derably increafed by the American Declaration of Inde~

pendency, and by the evaﬁvi and contemptuous manner
. 3 in
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in which the congrefs had rejefted every offer of, peace
and lenity. Thefe were fuch convincing proots ot
the real defigns of the fadtious leaders, that no reafon-
able doubt could remain of their having been all along
actuated by an infatiable thitt of dominion and power.
Lotd North’s defence, or explanation of the word wnaqe-
anity in the {peech might, thuiefore, admit of much
gleater laxitu(#e than the iminediate purpolt of the debate
requireds  He faid, € that by unanimity, it could not
be fuppolcd, that a total union of fentiment, on every
fide of the houfe, was meant: that could hadly be ima-
gined, or expeCted : it meant great and decifive majori-
ties.” This was as (hiftly nue of the whole nation,
at that juntture, as of cither houfe of parliament.

VI. 1n a few days after the prefenting of the addrefles,
there appeared in lome of the public piints a copy of a
declaration fiom loid Howe and his brother, which had
been iffued in America f{oon after the taking of New
York, addrcfled to the people at large of that continent,
and acquainting them with his mujefty’s having been
gracioully pleafed to dire&t a revilion of fuch of lus royal
mitruétions as might be conftrued to lay animproperr.-
ftraint upon the treedom of legifl stion in any of his co'o~
wies, and to concur in the revilal of all a&ts by which his
{ubjets there might think them(clves aggrieved.  This
piece being brought into the houfe by lord John.Cavendifh,
heat firft affeCted to confidcritas atorgery, and animpo-
fition on the public, which required exemplary punifh-
ment : but its authenticity being acknowludged by the
minifter, hjs Jordfhip exprefled in the ftrongett tams his
aftonifhment at both the contents of the declaration and
the extraordinary manner in which it came to the know-
ledge of pailiament, who in the whole conduét ot the
bufinefs had been treated merely as ciphers by the mini-
fter, and who were now at length intormed, through the
medium of a common newtpaper only, that they ftood,
engaged to America to undertake a 1evifion of thole laws
by which the Americans had conceived themielves to be
agpieved 1 potwithilanding the refentmgnt he felt as a

member
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niembar of the houfe at this minifterial infolence of con-
duit, his lordfhip faid, that a duwn of joy broke in upon
his mind at the bare mention of reconcihation, and that
if mimfters weie ferious, he fhould not ftand upon mere
punétilios : in oider, therctore, to give them all poflible
weight and affiflance towaids carrying fuch a defign into
atiLct, and to fecure that neceflary degree of confidence
which the fanétion of parliament could alone give to any
treaty that might now be fet on toot, he moved ¢¢ that
the boute thould 1efolve 1tlelt into a committee, to confi-
der of the 1evifal of all atts ot parliament, by which his
majefty’s fubjets thought themfelves aggrieved.”” M.
Buke, Mr. Fox, and Mr. Dunning were th¢ principal
fpeakers in fupport of this fingular motion, which was
made in a thin houfe, and on a day when no bufinefs of
any confequence was expccted.

VI1I. The minifter and his friends, though taken as
it were by fuiprife, acquitted themielves in a very miaf-
terly manner.  They denied that there was any thing
novel, any thing that boie the appearance of dittating
to parliament, in the promife held out by the commif-
fionus : on the contrary, as it was founded on the great
principle which had pervaded the conduét of adminiftra-
tion from the beginning, fo it was the language of par-
hament at the very outlet: the great object was the re-
ftorationof peace in America : the addrefs of both houfes
in I'cbruary 1775, the bills which followed that addrefs,
the act of parhament under which the commiflioners pro-
ceeded, and their declaration, which was now held up as
an objuét of offence, ull tended to the fame point: the
mam purportof the addrefs was a recommendation to his
majefly to hear and inquire into grievarces, and to en-
gage on the part of the Jegiflature that where they really
exifted, they fhould be redrefled : the proclamation went
no farther: even without thele {an€tions, the king, as the
head and mouth both of the nation and legiflature, would *

we been warianted in fuch an engagement, as a motive -
of encoutagement, and ground of reconciliation, The
chaige of intending to keep the mattex from the know-

ledge
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ledge of paliament hardly deferved a reply : could any
poihible privacy be fuppofed, with relpeét to a public
proclamation, which was pofted for general infpection on
the walls and houfes of New York ? fuch an idea was
abfurd : minifters did not, indeed, think the paper itfelf
of {ufficient moment to be laid before pailiament : it was
as yet no treaty, nor part of a treaty : it was barely a
preliminary, which might eventually lead to one: had
any progrefs been even made in the negociation, it would
have been equally improper and unprecedented to lay it
before the houfe, unlefs it was fulpended at fome point
where the interference of parliament became neceflary :
the converfations of Mr. Pitt and Mr. de Bufly, which
formed the bafis of the fubfequent treaty with France,
were not publithed during their continuance,—The mo-
tion tor a committee was fhenuoufly oppofid upon many
grounds : it was faid, that it would difcredit the com-
miflioners, and throw unexpefted difficultics in the way
of a negociation : the very attempt to give any new fanc-
tion to their procecdings would imply, that they were not
before armed. vrith parliamentary powers fufficient to ful-
fil the profeflei objeéts of their commiffion,—a circum-
ftance which muft naturally infufe into the minds of the
Americans improper jealoufies and apprehenfions: be-
fides, why fhould parliament run before the commif-
fiohers in their conceffions ? fuch a premature bounty
might defeat all their endeavours to obtain the moft ad-
vantageous tetms : but the moft forcible objeétion to tle
motion was, that to revife or repcal laws, under tie
idea of redrefling the grievances ot a people, wha totally
denied the authority of thofe laws, and who confequently
could not be aggrieved by them, would be an abfurdity
of {o fuperlative a degree, as could not fail exciting the
ridicule of mankind : the Americans had declared them,
felves independent : while they perfited in that claim,
and hurled defance atthe foveseign ftate, no treaty could
be thought of ; and conceffions would be as tutile, as ri-
diculous and difgraceful : but, if they confented to ac-
knowledge the authority of the mother country, ﬂ;fin

wou



A. D. 1776, GEGRGE I 129
would Ue tne proper feafon to revife and repeal obuox:
wus laws, and to torm regulations for their future eafe
and government : the congrels did not at prefent govern
America; but held it enthralled under the moft cruel
tyranny : from the late fucceffes, and the difference be-
tween the troops that compofed the aimies on both fides,
there was little room to doubt, that this arbitrary power
would foon be diflolved, and the people, finding them-
felves emancipated from the galling yoke of the: leaders,
would 1etunnto their duty with as imuch rapidity as they
had before entered into the 1evolt,

VLI After a long and paffionate debate, lord John
Cavendifh’s motion was negatived by a majority of 10g
t 47; and fiom this tine, a great number of the mi-
nonty, chiefly of the Rockingham party, began to relax
in their attendance upon parliament, or rather to with-
draw themitlves wholly and avowedly upon all queftions
which related to America, and only to affift in the dif-
patch of private bufinefs.  They {aid, they were tired
ot oppofing 1eafon and argument to fuperior power and
numoers 3 and that, in the piefent ftate of affaiis, their
fhrac gles tended rather to inflame than to leffen the dif-
tanper of the public counfels. Their example, however,
wus not tellowed, nor was their condu& approved of by
feveral otha members of the oppofition, who thought that
a partial ieceflion was inconfiftent with their patliamentary
duty, though they admutted that feceding collettively
had not only the fan iion of precedent, but might be
proctued wath greatadvantage m cafes of imminent dan-
gev to the conftitution. The difunion occafioped by this
difference of opmion added greatly o the ftrength of the
muiftry ; but it had alio the cuiious cffeét of increafing
the violence of fuch of the mnority as were determined
not to leave a clear field to the friends of goveinment,
A remarkable wftance ot this occuried two days after
[Nov. 8] in a debate on the tubjeét ot the navy.

IX. Upon the motionand grant, in the com.mit.tee of
fupply, of tuity-five thoufand teamen for the fervice of
the enfuing year, Mr. Tanple Luttrell feized the op-

portunity
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portunity of reptobating, in terms of the utmoft alperity,
the condudt ot the firft Jord ot the admiralty, whom he
chaged with a wilful and dangerous impofition both on
parliament and the public, tending tu lull the nation at
this critical {eafon into a fatal fecurity, by a falfe account
of the ftate of the navy, with 1elpeét to the number of fca-
men and the condition of the fhips. Being repeatedly cal-
led to order, firft, for the indecency of attacking an abfent

_perfon, who, from his particular fituation as a peer, could
not defend himfelf in that houfe, and fecondly, for intro- w
ducing the fubjet in fuch a manner, without any accu-
fation being formally betore them, which could bring it
within their cognizance, Mr. Luttrell infifted upon s
right, as one ot the reprefentatives of the people, to make
fuch obfervations on the conduét of minifters as appeared
to him to be well founded, As to the objeftion of a
want of formal accufation, he would cuare that, as foon
as the houfe was refumed. He accordingly did fo, and
noved for fundry returns of the navy, within certain
{pecified periods, which, he faid, would anfwer the im-
portant purpofe of letting the houfe into the true ftate of
the national defence and fecurity, befides affording the
proofs he wanted, to eftablith his charges againit loid
Sapdwich. But Mr. Luttrell was too apt to defeat all
the force of his ownarguments, or theoccaonal fhrewd-
nefs ot his remarks, by the intemperate heat, the vulgar
coarfenefs, the downright ribaldry of his inveétives, He
was not fatisfied with paying lord 8andwich an ironical
complimennt ¢ on his bearing away the palm of fpecious
talfehoods, while he had fo many competitors in the mi-
nifterial fraternity :> nor with infinuating, ¢ that his
lord(hip might perhaps be woifhipped by the favages of
Otabeite, though no good (ubject of this country™ held
him worthy of his public truft :* but he afferted, in il
grofler language, ¢ that the ablolute management of the
maritime power of the Britilh empiie was too arduous,
too folid, too important a tiut, to be cornmitted to a bon
vivant of his lordfhip’s levity of difpofition, and known
depravity of condudt, efpecially now that the zip’mg

oure



A. D. 1776, GEORGE III. 131
hours of jubilee and dalliancc were at an end.”” Lord
Sandwich’s charaéter was ably vindicated by the minif-
ter and many other of his fiiends, from fuch foul and in-
famous afpeifions: the papers were refufed, as any dif-
clofuie either of the fhrength or weaknefs of the countiy
would be extremely impolitic and unfeafonable ; and the
motion was rdected without a divifion. .

X. The naval fupplics, which were now voted for the
enfuing year amounted to three million, two hundred and
five thoufand, five hundred and five pounds, exclufive of ®
tour thoufand pounds towards the fupport and relicf of
worn-out fcamen not provided {or in Gieenwich holpital,
and a million granted at the clofe of the feffion for the
difcharge of the navy debt.  The fupplics for the land
fervice fell little fhort of thiee millions.  The extraore
dinaries for the faft year, amounting to one million, two
hundred thoufand pounds, with fome new contraéts tor
German forces, and the expences of half-pay and Chel-
fea, ware not included in the grofs fum. Thefe necel-
fary parts of the public bufinefs being difpatched, and
the land and malt-tax bills having received the royal af-
fent, both houles adjourned on the thirteenth of Decem-
ber, (which was appointed for a general faft,) to the
twenty-firft of Januaiy following.

XI. Eveiy conteft durng this firft part of the {tffion
ferved only to difplay the increafing ftability of the mi-
nitters, and the weaknefs, difunion, and defpondency of
their opponents. All the members of the cabinet ap-
peared to be on a footing of the utmoft harmony, as weli
as in a ftate of perfe&t fecurity. No change had taken
piace for the whole year in any office of the leaft confe-
quence, except in the department for the education of
the prince of Wales and bifhop of Ofnaburgh, and in the
lord-licutenancy of Ireland. The former places had
been vacated about the end of May, the earl of Holder-
nefle, governor, the bifhop of Chefter, preceptor, Mr.

* Smelt, fub-goveinor, and the rev. Mr. Jacklon, {ub-

preceptor, having all religned their refpective employ-

ments, owing, it was faid, to fome difagreement betwleen
- the
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the governor and preceptor.  Lord Bruce was firtt in-
ducdd to accept the governorihip, with a promife of being
created cail of Aylefbuiy: but the office not fuiting his
temper or inclmation, he gave 1t up in afew days, when
his brother, the duke of M.ntague, wis appointed go-
vernot 5 Dr. Hurd, then bifhop of Litchficld, preceptor ;
colonel Hotham, tub-governer and the reve Mr. Ar-
nold, fub-precéptor. Lord Bruce obtained ns eaildom,
and was called to the privy council: the maiquisot Cai-
maithen, who was muriced to the earl of Holdeindfie’s
daughter, was appointed a lord of the bedchamber: and
towards the clole of the year, upon the death ot Dr.
Drummond, the bifhop of Chefter was promoted to the
archiepifcopal fee of Y rk. Thus wus the 10yal favor
equally ditpenfed to thoiv who had refigned the care off
the princes, as well as to their fucceflors.  "The like re-
mark cannot be made on the change of' rovernotsin Ine-
land. Loid Harcomt, during his 1cfidence there, was
not fortunate enough to give fatistaltion either to the
king, or to the people: he Icft the country, umegretted
and, on lus return to England, he was received at court
with much coolnefs. But betore his 1ecal, mcans had
been ufed to finooth the way for the ruture viceroy. A
great promiotion in pointof 1ank, and a confiderable aug -
ificntation as to number, were made in the peerige of
Ireland, about the beginning of July; and the carl of
Buckinghamfhne was appointed lord lieutenant of that
kingdom, the twenty fecond of November.

XII. Though the 1ecorder ot public events is ebliged
to deyete a great part of his labours to the detail of mi-
nifterial clianges, to the thuggles of rival parties, and
to the revolutions effefted by war or intrigue, he mufl
not pafs over unnoticed the {efs {plendid, but more im-
portant iervices often rendered to lociety in much humbler
{pherez.  While, thercfore, he does juttice to the vutu-
ous and eloquent fnator, pleading with lips of fire the
caufe of his country, or to the hero bidding defiance to
dangers and to dcath inits defence ; it is alfo his duty to
emnbalm in the odours of well-merited praile the memo.

rics
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vies of thofe who have diftinguifhed themfelves by im-
provements or difcoveries in the arts, by enlarging the
fpheic of ufeful icience, or by their elegant and inftruc-
tive compofitions.  He will thus eﬁabhﬂl a julter claim
to the notice, and pethaps to the gratetul acknowledg-
ments of pofterity, than by exeiting all the powers of his
genius in giving an artificial verduie to the bloud-ftained
laurels of vittory, and in making the car ot tuumph rat.
tle through his lounding perieds, though the wheels are
clogged with human gore.

X1II. Thele 1cflcétions arofe in contemplating a few
mcmorable deaths that happened in the courfe of the year,
the muilitary and political occurrences ot which have juft
been related.  The firft was that of Mr. John Harrifon,
the inventor and conftruétor of the famous time-keepers,
for alcertaining the longitude at fea.  Men of aftronomi-
cal knowledge, or fkilled in naval affars, are well ac-
quanted with the nature of thofe machines; but to
others fome little explanation may be neceflary, in order
to give them a clear idea of the merit, of the difcovery,
and of the ingenuity and patience of the admirable me-
chanic, who tpent alimoft fitty years in cairying his time-
pieces to the utmoft degree of poflible perfeétion.  The
principles, on which he proceeded, were very fimple: the
great difficulty confifted in 1educing themn to practice.—
It is well known that the longitude of any place is an
arch of the equator, intercepted between the firfl meri-
* dian and the meridian of that place ; and that this arch

is proportional to the quantity of time that the fun re-

quires to move from the one meridian to the ofther;
which is at the rate of twenty-four hours for three hun-
dred and fixty degrees, one hour for fifteen degrees, one
minute of time for fifteen minutes of longitude, and four
feconds of time for one minute of longitude. Confe-
quently the difference of longitude between any two
4 places may be eafily determined, provided the difference

of time between them can be found. If, therefore, a«

anachine could be o conftruted as to keep equal timeat

.. yor. I, M fea,

g
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fea, notwithftanling the irregular motion of the fhip,
and the variations of heat and cold, of drynefs and
morfture, ot the fuiétion oi bodies in motion, and of the
fluidity of oil, which varations alone caunfe very confi-
derable itregularities m the motion of the beft time-kee-
puisy even at land; the difference of time between any
placc and that to which fuch machine was originally fet,
might be found ; and, confvquently, the longitude, by
reducing the difference ot time into degrees and minutes.
The fult who attempted any thing of this kind was M.
Huygens of Zulichem, who, in 1644, conftiufted a pen-
dulum.waich, with which majer Holmes, in a voyage
fiom the coalt of Guinea the tollowing year, prediéted
the longitude of the ifland of Fuego to a gieat degree of
exafinels. But after a vaiety of farther trials, that
acute mathematician found himfelf unable to guard
againft ail the foregoing caufes of irregularity, fo us to
make his watches anlwer in long voyages. The failure
of his endeavours, and of fimilar experiments made by
many others, did not damp Mr. Harrifon’s ador, or
difcowmage his perfeverance in purfuit of the fame objet.
After various contrivances, he made a pendulun-clock,
which by the year 1726 was found to keep time fo ex-

«altly with the heavens, as not to err above one fecond
in a month, for ten years together ; and in the year
1729 he made drawings for, and began fuch improve~
ments to his machine, as prevented its motion from be-
ing interrupted by the agitation and various accidents to
which it muft be expofed at fea, From this time he
never cealed for feveral years to fimplify and improve

, thele machines, the utility of which was more and more
confirmed by 1epeated voyages, till he brought them to
a degree of accumacy far furpaffing the moft fanguine ex-
petations of the public, and more than deferving all the
-yewards, however liberal, which he received trom the
commiffioners of longitude and from parliament, After
long enjoying the Iweeteft.fatisfaction of fuccefstul inge-
nuity, he died at his houfe in Red-Lyon-Square, on the

twenty-fourth .
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“twenty fourth of March, in the eighty-fourth year of
his age.* .

XIV, The literary world foon after felt a much more
affelting fhock in the death of David Hume. His
modefty, which was equalled only by his genuis, (tems to
have fuggefted fome remarkable precautions againft
having his charatter emblazed with the (plendors of
gaudy panegyric. He finithed, about fowm months be-
fore his deceafe, fo candid, yet fo maftaly a fketch of
his own lite and writings, asfto preclude others from
taking up the fame fubject; and his will contains an
exprefs prohibition not to put any thing upon his tomb-

ftone,

* The following extract from Ludlam’s view of
Harrifon’s time-piece may atlord fome fatisfadtion to
thofe who have never fcen any clock or watch con-
ftruted on the fame or fimilar principles :

¢¢ The defedts in common watches, which Mr, Har-
rifon propofes to remedy, arc chiefly thefe: 1ft. that
the main fpring afts not conftantly with the fame
force upon the wheels, and through them upon the
balance : 2d. that the balance, either urged with an
unequal foice, or meeting with a different 1efiftance
from the air, or thc oil, or the fii¢tion, vibrates
thiough a greater or lefs arch: 3d. that thefe unequal
vibrations arc not performed in equal times: and 4th,
that the foice of the balance-fpring is altered by a
change of heat,

¢« I. To remedy the firft defe&, Mr. Harrifon has
contrived, that his watch fhall be moved by a very
tender {pring, which never unrols itfelf more than
one eigth part of a turn, and a¢ts upon the balance
through onc wheel only. But fuch a fpring cannot
keep the watch in motion a longtime. He has there-
fore joined another, whofe office is to wind up the firft
fpring cight times in every minute, and which isitfelf
wound up but once in a day.

¢ 11. To remedy the fecond defett, Mr. Harrifon
ufes a much ftronger balance-fpring than in a com-
mon watch. For, if the force of this fpring upon the
balance remains the fame, whilft the force of the other
* M2 varies,



.

116 GEORGE III. A. D. 1776.
ftone, but that he was born the twenty-fixth of April
1711, and died the twenty-fifth of Augutt 1776. His
works lufficiently fhew how well the intermcdiate fpace
was fillld. Had he left nothing behind him but his
Hiftory ot England, his wholc life would have been
deemed happily employed even in that fingle prodution.

XV. Scotland had, m the fame year, to mourn the
lofs of another of her illuftrious fons, who, though boin
in penury, and without any advantages of education,
rofe by the native vigour of his own mind to the higheft

varies, the errors arifing from that variation will be
the lefs, as the fixed force is the greater. But a
ftronger {pring will require either a heavier o1 a larger
balance. A heavier balance would have a greater
fri®tion. My, Harrifon theretore increafcs the dia-
meter of it. In a common watch, it is under an
inch: in this of Mr. Harrifon’s, two inches and two
tenths.

¢¢ I11. Had thefe remedics been perfed, it would
have been unneccilary to confider the defe&s of the
third fort. But the methods already defcribed only
lefiening the errors, not rcmoving them, Mr. Harrifon
ufes too ways tomake the times of the vibrations cqual,
though the arches may be unequal. One is to place
a pin, fo that the balauce-fpring, prefling againtt it,
has its force increafed ; but increafed lels when the
vibrations are larger : the other, to give the palates
fuch a fhape, that the whecls prefs them with lefs ad-
vantage, when the vibrations are larger.

¢ 1V, Toremedy the laft detect, Mr. Harrifon ufes
a bar compounded of two thin plates of brafs and

fteel, abdut two inches in length, riveted in feveral

places together, faftened at onc end, and having two
pins at the other, between which the balance-fpring
pafles. 1f this bar be ftraight in temperate weather
(brafs changing its length by heat more than fteel) the
brafls fide becomes convex when it is heated ; and the
fteel fide when it is cold : and thus the pins lay hold
of a difterent part of the [pring in different degrees of
eat, and lengthen or thorten it, as the regulator does
in a common watch.” rank
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-1ank in altronomy and mechanics. This was the cele-

brated James Fergufon, who died in Bolt-court, Fleet-
Street, on the fixteenth of November. Mr. Hume,
with the beft opportunities of inftruction, difplayed at an
early age no maiks, no budding indications of thofe
talents, the full-blown maturity of which afterwards_
attonithed mankind.  But Fergulon's extiaordinary
genuis began to exert itfelf almoft in his infancy. He
tirft learned to read by overhcaring his father teach his
clder brother; and he had made this acquifition before
any body fufpeéted it. Hefoondifcovered a peculiar tafte
tor mechanics, which was fult excited by feeing his
father ufe a lcver.  He pwifued this fludy a confiderable
lingth, even whilft very young, and made awatchin wood-
work, tiom having once feenone. As hehad no inftruétor,
por any help from books, every advance he made in im-
provement had all the merit of an oiiginal. difcovery,
and fuch, with infinite joy, he believed it to be. As
foon as his age would permit, he went to feivice; and
in the intervals of hard labour, he fiequently contem-
rl:xtcd the, ftars, and began the ftudy of aftronomy, by
aying down, from his own oblervations only, a celeftial
globe. At length a farmer, with whom he lived, obfer-~
ving thefe maiks of his ingenuity, procured him the
countenance and affiftance of hus fuperiors. By their help
and inftrutions, he went on gaining farther knowledge,
and was fent to Edinburgh. There he began to take
portraits, an employment by which he fupported himfelf
and family tor feveral years, both in Scotland and Eng-
land, whilft he was puifuing mote ferious ftudies. In
London he fuft publifhed fome curious afkionomical
tubles and calculations, and atterwards gave public lec-
tures in experimgntal philofophy, which he repeated in
moft of the piincipal towns in the kingdom, with the
higheft maiks of general approbation. He was cleted a
fellow of the Royal Socicty, without paying for admif-
fion,—an honour very raiely conferred on anative. The
king, unfolicited, aﬂx{gned him a penfion, and made him
fome other prefents as acknowledgements of his uncom-
) M3 - man
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mon merit, Yet no teftimonies of applaufe, however
flattering, could alter his natural diffidence and humility-.
His modefty increafed with his attainments ; and thofe
who knew him intimately, were not lefs captivated by
the meeknefs and innocence of his manners, than by the
depth of his refearchies, and the admiiable cfforts of his

enius.

XVI. Tt would fcarcely admit of any excufe, to con~
clude thefe fketches, as well as the hiftory of fo memor-
able a year, without taking fome notice of an equally
grand, ufetul, and fingular invention, of the efficacy of
which the molt fatisfattory trials had bsen exhibited in
the courfe of the lalt four or five months. ‘T'his was a
}Jrcfervative againft fire, found out by Mr. David Hart-
ey, member of parliament for Kingfton-upon-Hull,
whofe plans for fettling the difputes between the mo-
ther countiy and her colonies had already engaged the
attention ot the public, as well as of the legiflature. But
he found it fafer to play with, and eafier to check the
deftructive violence ot fire in the phyfical world, than to ex-
tinguith the flames ot political revolt, or to calm the
boifterous and untraétable clements of human paffion.
Convinced that he could not make fo important a dif-
‘covm;y either as beneficial to himfelf as he had aright to
expect, or as advantageous to mankind as his benevolence
prompted him to wifh, unlefs he could retain the fole
property in it, and, of courfe, the folc management of it,
for fome unufual length of time, he, with a fpint which
muft ever do him the greateft honour, took as much
pamns, and fpent as much money, to obtain that favor,
if it may be called one, as the greedicft adventurer in in-

“digent circumftances, on the one hand, or the moft pa-
triotic prince with immenfe revenues, on the other, might
be fuppofed willing to fubmit to, He built a houle,
three ftories high, with two large rooms on a floor, on
Wimbleton Common, and tried no fewer than fix ex-
periments upon this houfe, for the fatisfaction of the

ublic in gencral, and thofe great bodies in particular,
including his majefty, whofe approbation was requifite

’ for
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“for his obtaining an extenfion of the term, to which
r0yal patents are limited ; and whofe example befides
might be ferviceable to induce the bulk of the people to
open their eyes to their own good. One of the public
trials, being the third in point of time, was dilplayed
with peculiar propriety on the fecond of September, the
anniverfary of the gieat fire of London, before the lord
mayor, the gentlemen of the corporation, and the com-
mittee of city lands ; after which his lordthip laid the
foundation ftone of a pillar to commemorate fo extaor-
dinary and beneficial an invention. The royal family
and feveral perfons of 1ank were prefent at the tourth of
thofe experiments on the twenty-feventh of September.
A fifth proot was given on gunpowder plot day, [Nov.
5] betore a fpecial committee of the city, attended by
their builders, furveyors, and other proper officers 5 in
conlequence of whole report, the freedom of the city was
unanimoufly voted to Mr. Hartley in the moft flattering
terms of approbation ; and the ufe of his method was
earneftly recommended by the court in all the houfes
already bwilt, or which might atterwards be built on the
extenfive eftates belonging to the city. Scveral of the moft
refpettable members of both houfes of parliament at-
tended the laft exhibition of this fort, on the cleventh of
November*. As this was defigned to be particularly
firiking, in order to filence for ever any cavils, or pof=
fible objections to the certainty of the method, Mr.
Hartley, after conduting his company roand the houfe
of trial, to fhew them the marks of béetween twenty and
thirty large fires, which, at former experinents, had been
lighted in different parts of it; fuuft ordered a'fire to be
made on the deal flooring of one of the ground rooms.
Then, a large faggot of fhavings, fufpended by iron
to the upper part of the fame room, was fet an fire=

* Their teftimony in favor of the experiment
could not but very much contiibute to the fuccefs of
Mr. Hartley’s application to the legiflature for the en.
largement of his patent; which he ebtained on the
3d. of March following, Thirdly
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Thicdly, the flair-cafc was fet on fire both above and
below, without the fires extending, in any inftance,
beyond the fpot on which it was lighted. Lafly,
the other room on the ground floor, filled almoft to
the top with faggots, pitch, and other combuftibles,
was fet fire to; but though they all burned with fuch
fury, as to emit a perpetual torrent of flame and fmoke,
and thereby render all approach within thirty yards of
the windows, on the outfide, abfolutely impraéticable,
the room adjoining to, and that immctﬁate]y over this
little ZEtna, continued as cool, and as acceflible as it no
fire had been in the houfe. Mr. Hartley and fome ot his
tiiends remained in thefe very rooms a great pait of the
time, during which the fire burned with the greateft vi-
olence in the other.  Nor was it walls, and floors, and
cicl?ngs alone, which were thus enabled tp mock the
rage ot theotherwife all devouring element : fixtures and
even furniture were rendered proof againft it; particu-
larly a bed, being purpofely fet on fire, little more ofit
was confumed than what the fire had been immediately
applied to. Aftonithing as the cffeéts of this contri-
vance muft appear, the means pethaps may be thought
equally fo. It is only nailing the thinneft plates of iron

_to the joints ; and thofe plates may be plain, or painted
of any colour. ¢How,” fays the writer on whofe tel-
tunony as an eye-witnefs the chief circumftances of this
laft experiment are related, ¢¢would fuch an happyevent
have rcjoiced the good heart of the great Berkley, who,
in his equally fenfible, ingenious, and benevolent queries,
looked upon ourhoufes, confidering their materials, as fo
many fire-fhips ; and our towns :mg villages, as fo many

" fleets and fquadrons of fuch fhips met together for the
Jaudable purpofe of mutual deftruttion!™

1777. XVII. While one man was fo fuccelsfully ex-
erting all the powers of his mind and refources of his
fortune in experiments to fecure life and pioperty from
the dreadful ravages of fire, the infernal ingenuity of
another was employed in horrid contrivances to deftroy,
as it were, in a general conflagiation, all the dock-):lr:‘is
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and moft flourifhing citics in the kingdom. A. firewhich
lad broke out in the rope-houfe at Portfmouth, on the
feventh of December, was then atcribed to accident ;
but, about fix weeks after, the difcdvery of a machine
-in the hemp-houfe defigried for the fame purpele led firft
to fufpicions, and atterwards by a trainof cicumirances
to the final couvition of the incendiary, conmonly
known by the appellationof John the painter, bat whofe
real name was James Aitken,  This wretch, who was
boin 1t Edinburgh, and bred a painter, l:':ing.a&u-
ated by a roving fpirit and a ftrong propeality to
vice, had paffed m the courfe of afew yeirs tmough
an uncommon variety of thole lcenes which attend the
mott profligate and abandoned ftate of a vagahond hite,
In his rambles thiough the ditferent parts of England,
he alternately cominitted highway robberies, harglaries,
petty thefts, and woirked at his trade, as occafion wvited,
villany promp.ed, or fear or necellity opetated.  ‘The
reftlefsnefs of his mind, or the dread of pumih reat made
him thip himlelf off for America n the beginning of the
year 1773 ; and he continued there for about two yeas.
His being of a melancholy folitary natuie, which nei-
ther fought for affociates in crimes, nor adinitted of part.
ners in pleafure, as it contributed much to lus preferva-
tion for fome time fiom the juftice of tholc laws which
he was conftantly breaking, ferved equally to throw in
utter darkne(s all thofe parts of his life, which he did
not himielf think fitting or neceflary to communicate.—
Of what he did in America little therefore is known,
any farther than that he travelled through, and woiked
at his trade in feveral of the colonies. As his percgri-
nations there happened during the early progrets ot the
rebellion, it may well be imagined, that the viclence of
the language and fentiments held in political matters by
that order of the people with whom he lived and con-
verfed, gave a new turn, and added a fort of frantic en-
thufialin to his nefarious projefts. He accordingly came
back to England with the moft deadly antipathy to the
governgent and nation, and foon after formed a fcheme

. to
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to deftroy the maritime force of the country, as well as
its intetnal fhength and riches, by fetting fire to the
ruyal dock-yards, and burning the principal trading ci-
ties and towns, with their fhipping of whatever fort,
fo far as it could be effeted. ~ In the profecution
of this atrocious defign, he traverfed the kingdom to
difcover the ftate ot the feveral docks, and the na-
ture of the watch by which they were guarded, which
he in general found to be as lax and infufficient as
he could have withed. However cagerly bent on this
main obje&t, he could not wholly rehiain from his old
practices; and among other exploits, he enlifted in fe-
veral marching 1egiments, from each of which he deferted,
as foon as opportunity ferved, after receiving the bounty
money.  In the autumn of the year 1776, he went to
France, and communicated his intentions to Mr, Silas
Deane, the American plenipotentiary to that court, whe
told him, according to his own ftory, ¢ when the work
was done, he fhould be rewarded.” Whatever truth
there may be in his having received this encouragement,
it i§ cettain, that, on his return from Paris, he fet about
his project with the utmoft eagernefs, and toock wonderful
pains in the conftru@ion of fire works, machines, and
combuftibles ; but was frangely unfuccefsful in all his
ttempts. It was owing to this failure in his machines,
that the nation was faved from 1eceiving fome dreadful, if
not irretrievable fhock. One of them, which extin-
guifhed of itfelf, was tound, as before intimated, feveral
wecks after it had been Jaid, in the center of a prodigious
quantity of one of the mofl combuftible fubftances in the
gieat hemp-houfeat Portfimouth. Others, which he had
placed in the rope-houfe, took effect: and he had an op-
ortunity, for feveral miles in his flight to London, to
esft the malignity of his nature in the contemplation of
that blaze he gad excited, and which, from its prodigious
appearance, he imagined had fpread to all the magazines,
buildings, and docks. The fire was happily {ubdued,
with no other lufs than that of the rope-houfe and its
contents.  He fill puifued his defign againit th:1 rciyal_.
ocks
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docks, but without fuccefs, and narrowly efcaped heing
taken at Plymouth, His next attempt was to burn the
thipping that lay along fide the quay at Briftol, whence
the flames would have quickly {piead to the adjoining
houfes, and been produttive of the molft teirible confe-
quences.  But failing in his endcavours to fet two or
thice of thofe veflels on fire, he found fo ft1i&t a watch
kept afterwards, that he was obligel to change his mode
of operation, and to aim at {ecuring the deftiuction of the
thips, by beginning with the houfes.  The atrocioufne(s
of his defigns was, as ufual, defeated by the inefliciency
of his apparatus. At length, however, he fucceeded fo
far as to fet fire to fome warehoufes in the vicinity of the
quay, fix or feven of which were confumed ; but the in-
tended ravages fpread no wider. The incendiary wag
now haftening to the clofe of his horrid carcer. ~ Soon
after his departure from Briftol, he was taken up in
Hampfhire fora burglary ; and a variety of circumftances
then appearing to confirm the fulpicion of his being at
leaft an accomplice in the fire at Portfimouth, he was re-
moved to London, to undergo a minuter {crutiny. Upon
his feveral examinations, he behaved with great boldnefs,
art, and an uncommon government in point of (peech,
petemptorily refufing to anfwer any queftion, which ad-
mitted even of a doubt in the remotelt tendency, thatthe
reply could be wrefted to his crimination; nor was he in
any fort dilconcerted, or embarrafled by the appearance
or queftions of fome of the lords and other principal offi-
cers of the admiralty. Yet, withallhis art and caution,
he was circumvented by another painter, one Baldwin,
who having alfo fpent fome time in America, found means
from that circumftance, and by pretending to fympathize
in his misfortunes, and to hold principles fimilar to his
own, to obtain his confidence in prifon ; until at length
he drew from him the whole hiftory of his crimes. Upon
his trial at Winchefter, notwithftanding the fhock which
the appearance and evidence of his pretended friend muft
have given him, he behaved with the fame boldne(s and
addrels he had hitherto manifefted ; made a good dcfepclf,

- wit
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with fome fhrewd obfcrvations upon the nature of the evi~
dence, and the acknowledgud bafenels of the witnefs;
and received tentence of death with the moft perfett in-
difference.  Hc was removed from Winchefter gaol on
the tenth of Muich, and executed on a gallows fixty
feet high before Portfmouth dock-gate, the principal
fcene of his gyilt.  Befoie he was turned off, he feut for
one of the of%q‘.lsbclonging to the yard, to whom he ac-
knowledged his erime, and alfo gave fome cautions, \_lvith
relpect to the futwe prefervation of the 10yal docks from
fimilar dangers*. '

XVIII. Soon after the Chriftmas recefs, a bill for en-
abling the admiralty to grant commiflions, or letters of
marque and 1eprifal, as they me ufvally called, to the
owners o1 capiains of private merchant-thips, authoriz-
ing them to make prizes of al veflels belonging to the
thiteen revolted colonies, was pafled without any diffi-
culty in the houle of commons 3 and gave almoft as little
trouble to the lords, with whom it only underwent the
trfling alteration of inferting the words letters of per-
#iffion in the place of letters of marque, the latter being
thought peculiarly applicable to repiisals onn alien ene-
my. But another meafure of which the firft intimation
Jvas given, on the fame day [Feb. 6] to the commons
by the minifter, occaficned fome violent debates, and
brought back to the charge feveral of thole members who
had feceded in a fit of peevithnefs or defpair.  Lord North
moved for ¢¢ lcave to bring in a bill to enable his ma-~
jefty to fecure and detain perfons cherged-with, or fuf-
peted of, the crime of high treafon, committed in Ame-

Jica or on the high feas, or the crime of piracy.” He

* This hardened mifcreant died with 'very little
fhew of remorfc on his own part, and with ftill lefs

ity on the part of others : but the public, about the
ame time, took a very lively concern in the fate of
the unfortunate Dr. Dodd, who was tried at the Old
Bailey for forgery on the twenty fecond of February ;
was found guilty ; and underwent the fevere fentence.
of the law on the twenty-feventh of June, !

prefaced
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prefaced the motion by obferving, that, during the pie-
fent difturbances, many prifoners had been made, who
were in the actual commiffion of the crime of high-tiea«
fon; otheis, fufpetted of the fame crime, could not be
fecurely confined, for want of fuflicient evidence : it had
been cuftomary, in cafes of rebellion at home, or danger
of invafion from without, to enable the crown to feize
fufpeéted perfons ; but as neither was now apprehended,
he fhould not requeft that power in its full extent: he
only withed to fupply the deteéts of the law as it food
at prefent, which did not authorize government officially
to appiehend the moft fulpeted perion ; nor could the
crown confine rebel prifoners or pirates in any other place
than the common gaols : to remcdy thete inconvenicncies,
and to empower lus majelty to confine fuch peifons m the
fame manner as other prifonets of war, until crummnal
proceedings could be inftituted againtt them, weie, hus
fordfhip tuid, the purpofes of his bill.  Leave being
given for its intioduction, it was accordingly brought
in, and read on the enfumg day. When the quettion
was put for the fecond 1cading of it, Mi. Dunning, in
order, as he alledged, to obtamn time tor the nation to
confider, whether they would furrender the foundation
and corner-ftone of, all the rights which they poflefled,
\moved to have the bull printed ; in which the minifter
could not well avoid dcquicicing. In every fublequent
flage of its progrefs, it was vehemently oppofed by the
minority, who faid, ¢¢thatno reafon exifted tor invefting
the crown with fo dangerous a power; that it would
tend to widen the byeach between the mother country and
the colonies ; and that it was ot fuch extent, ‘as to bring
every fubjeét of the Britifh empire who frequented the
feas, within its penlous vortex ; whence it might be
made an inftrument of the utmoft injultice and tyranny.™
Thefe and the like declamatory affertions weie eafily re-
futed ; and the minifter, in the courfe of the debates,
repeatedly and explicitly difelaimed all defign of extend-
ing the operation of the bill beyond its open and avowed
objefts. He faid it was intended for America, not for
Vor. N1, N Great
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Gieat Britain j—that, as he would afk for no powver that
was not wanted, fo he would fcorn to receive it by any
covert means ,—and that, far from being defirous of
eftablifling any unconftitutional precedent, he neicher
fought nor withed any powers to be vetted 1n the crown
or its minitters which were cap ble ot being employ-
ed to bad or cppreffive puipoles.  He cave the moft
unqueftionable proots of his fincenity by readily a-
grecing to fome. amendments which tended to 1emove
every p flible ground of jealoufy or fufpicion. The
obj.ét of one ot them was to define the crime of pi-
1acy, by declaring, *¢ that nothing fhould be deemed
1o but aéts of felony committed on the thips or goods of
the fubje€t on the high feas > the other, which was of
gtuater importance, was propoled by Mr. Dunming 5 and,
atter fome ‘mall alteration, ftood thus; ¢ Provided alfo,
and be it hereby declared, that nothing herein contained
is intended, or fhall be conftiued, to extend to the cafe of
any other prifoner, or pufoners, than fuch as have been
out of the realm, at the time or times of the offence or
oifenees, wherewith he or they fhall be chaiged, or of
which they fhill be fufpeéted.”™ The cheertulnefs and
candour, with which thele amendments were received by
the miniftcr, did not prevent the minority from #ill con-

‘ tinuirg 0 combat the principle of the bill ; but it was
carried againft them, upon the quettion of the third read-
ing, by 112to 35.  Inthe houfe of loids, it gave rifeto
no debate, but to fome explanatory converfation, all the
peers in the minority having abfented themfelves, except
the earl of Abingdon, who entered his proteit on the
journals. *

XIX. This fafpenfion, in part, of the babeas corpus
at was not the only fubjett, in the debate on which
fome members of the oppofition endeavoured to rally
their forces. Scveral accounts of the extiaordinary un-
provided fervices of the war having been laid before the
committee ot fupply, and two refolutions moved by the
minifter, that the fum of nine hundred and feventy thou-
fand pounds, partof the million granted by the laft vote

of
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of credit, and the farther fum of one million, two hun-
dred thoufand pounds, fhould be granted for the dif-
charge of thofe fervices, a great number or objections
were made, as well to the manner of ftating the uccounts,
as to the charges n various articles of the expenditure.
Lord North took confiderable pains to obviate the intri-
cacy of the accounts, and to fupply their deficiency Ly
explanation : he fhewed what little giounds t'cre were
for the malignant animadverfions made on the contraéts
for horfes, tianfports, and rum, in particular : the beft
poflible terms had in every inltance been obtaned ; the
bargzins were always condutted with prudence and iudg-
ment; and fo far from deferving cenfure, they afforded
proofs of the greateft vigilance and frugahty: his lord-
thip denied, thatany preference had been given to mem-
bers of the houfe ot commons in contraéts, which were
always entered into with thofe, who fecmed the moft
able, and who wecie the beft calculated to fulfil their
obhigations ; but he, at the fame time, mamntsin-
ed, ¢ that there was nothing particular in the fituation
of a gentleman’s holding a teat in that houle, which
thould exclude him trom the advantages he mighe other-
wile derive as a man of bufinefs, either from his engage~
meots with the public, or with individuals.”—The 1e-
folutions were agreed to without a divifion.

XX. Among the items in thofe accounts which had
undergone fo levere a fcrutiny, there was one for forty
four thoufand pounds, chaiged as iffued to a colonel
Fawcit, without any fpecification ot puipofe. This cir-
cumftance ftartled the committee for a moment ; till lord
Noith infoomed them, that the fum thus dtictibed had
been a}?;licd to fatisfy a very fair andreafonable, though
unexpeéted demand made by the landgrave ot Hfle for
levy-money. But his lordihip tound it much more dit-
ficult, about two months after, to reconcile the houfe to
another claim of above forty thoufand pounds, fet uY by
the fame prince, for the expences of toreign hofpitals in
the laft war. It was objected to the refolution, which
was moved in the committee of fupply for the pay-

N2 ment
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ment of this fum, that a commiffion had been appomted
and cariied into effeft upon the late peace, for the fole
purpofe of examining, fettling, and liquidating the Ger.
man claims j—that after long lahour, and paintul in-
veltigation, thefe were found to be fo fhamefully exor-
bitant, that a difcount of fixty or feventy per cent. was
not unufual, even on thofe which feemed tc be the beft
fupported ;—that the prefent claim, with feveral others of
the like nature, were uttaly caft off, and all for the fame
caule, as being unfounded and unjuft ;—that the renewal
of fuch a demand could now be confidered in no other
Jight than that of a foreign tribute exafted from Great
Biitain in the moment ot her diftrels ;j—and that it
would be highly difgraceful not only in adminiftration,
but in parhament, to fubmit in every inftance to the in-
fatiate 1apacity of the German piinces. On the other
hand, the minifter acknowledged the flalenefs of the
claim ; but as the account was cleatly and fairly eftablifh-
ed, he infifted, that length of time did not weaken its
juftice or validity. It had never been 1ejeted, he faid,
by the commiflioners, as was falfely alledged in the de-
bate: it had been only poftponed, from its being conneéted
with fome other matter, which prevented its being
brought with propiiety immediately within their cog-
nizance ; it hn(r ncver lain dormant, and confequently
was not an old claim newly revived ; but the demand was
regularly kept up, according to the ufual official forms,
though from vaious caufes and delays, payment had
hitherto been deferred. The minifter concluded by de-
claring, ¢ that it was no* brought on in confequence of
any ftipuldtion, and that it did not appertain to any

* treaty paft or prefent ; but that the honor of the ‘nation
founded upon its good faith to all mankind, and parti-
cularly to its allies, rendercd the payment indifpenfible.”
The refolution was carried in the committee upon a di-
“vifion by a majority of-48 to 20. But upon receiving
the report nextday in the houfe, the debate was renewed
with great warmth ; and the report was agreed to onlyby
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a majority of eight, the numbers being so to 42, upon
a divifion.

XXI. A few days before the difcuffion of this foreign
claim, the minifter had been ¢ngaged in fome very vio-
Jent debates on a delicate and interefting fubjet of do-
meftic concern. He had delivered a meflage hiom thz
throne, on the ninth ot April, in which much uneafinefs
was exprefled by the king at being obliged to acquaint
the houfe with the difficulties he laboured under, from
debts incurred by the expences of the houfehold and of
the civil government, which amounted on the fifth of
the preceding January to upwards of fix hundred thou-
fand pounds, The meflfage was attended with a nuin-
ber of papers, containing various accounts of the expen-
diture, and a comparative ftatement of the whole amount
of the civil lift eftabliliment from the year 1760, with
that of the producce of the formerrevenues whichhad been
appropriated to the like purpofe during the fune period 5
the former being intended to explain the caules of the ex-
cefs in the expenditure, and the latter to fhew that the
crown had becna lofer by the bargain which it then
made with parliament. The fixteenth of the fane month
having been appointed for 1eferring the meflage to the
confideration of the committee of fupply, lord John Ca-~
vendifh, on that day, moved, that the order of reterence
might be difcharged. Thismotion, which was in effett,
whether the fpeaker fhould leave the chair, brought out
the whole force of debate, and the tulleft difplay of elo-
quence and argument on both fidis.  The motion was
at length rejetted by a majority of 281 to 1143 and
the houfe, being then refolved into a committee of [upply,
pafied two refolutions to the following purpost; wviz.
¢ that the fum of fix hundred and eighteen thoufand,
thiee hundred and forty pounds, fhould be granted to en-
able his majelty tp difcharge the debts on the civil litt;
and that the fuwn of one hundred thoutand pounds per
annum, over and above the fum of cight hundred thou-
fand pounds, be granted, as a farther provifion for the
better fupport of his maitlty’s houfchold, and of the

. ) N3 honour
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honour and dignity of the crown.”  The minority faidy
that their oppofition to this vote was founded upon
the pureft principles of patriotifm, which equally ifi-
cluded a due attention to the ability, the burthens,
and the piofperity of the people, with the moft pers
feét and liberal regard for the honor and happinefs of
the fovereign. But they pretended, that a compliance
with the prefent application, in the extent and manner
which was fought by the minifters and their adherents,
would be equally an act of treachery to the prince and to
the people, and a mott fhameful facrifice of their refpec-
tive interelts, It was, on the other hand, irmly maintain-
ed by the friends of adminiftration, ¢¢ that the crown
had a juft and equitable claim to the provifion now
demanded, in confequence of that moft generous att of
his majety in the beginning of his reign, when from a
truly paternal feeling for the burthens of his people, and
a princely defire of contributing to their eafc, he furren-
dered the civil lift revenue of the former 1eign, which
was fully competent to all the expences of his houfehold
and civil government, and accepted of the prefent in-
come, which, without any experience to decide upon, it
* was then hoped, would havebeen fufficient for thofe pur-

poles.” Tt was fhewn by the cleareit and moft indi{'};ut-
° able ftatements, that the revenues formerly appropriated
to the civil lift, had, during the fixteen years of the pre-
fent 1€ign, exceeded the amount of the aétual royal in-
come, by confiderably more than two mullions, about
double the aggiegate of the fum granted in the year 1769,
and that now requefted. Fiom thele premiles it was in-
ferred, that'the difcharge of the prefent incumbrances,
as well as the future augmentation, were evidently nfat-
ters of right and juftice, though applicd for, and wifhed
to be received as favours. ¢ Royal beneficence,” it
was faid, ¢ had induced an experiment for the relief of
the public : upon repeated trial, it was found incapable
of its objeét: was the goodnefs of the fovertign, and
his tendernels to his people, to operate to his perfonal
lofs? and his well-intended, thougrilwfﬁ-&ual attempts

. to
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to reftrain his expences within certain limits of his own
afligning to be given as reafons why he fhould abide by
that determination, however impracticable it had heen
found 2 To this argument in fupport of the equity of
the demand, many others were added to demonttrate the
real infufficiency of the piefent revenue for its affigned
purpofes. Remarks were made on the prodigious rife
in all the neceflarjes of life, and the increafe in every ar-
ticle of expence and mode of living, which had taken
placc during the laft fitty years, being the period fince
certain funds were appropriated to the fupport of the
awil lift eftabhifhiment, which were iatended ro produce,
at leaft, a 1evenue of eight hundred thoufand pounds a
year.  That rife in the value of things, and increafe of
expence, proceeded from the great influx of money, the
extenfion of commerce, and the confequent increale of
wealth ; and though the rife was felt by the nobility and
gentry in their private azconomy, they were however ge-
verally indemnificd by a propottional increale in rhe
rents of their eftates. ¢ Was then the fovereign,™
faid the minifter, ¢ to be the only gentleman in his do-
minions who was to be embarraffed and diftrefied in his
private aifairs by this change of ciicumftances »—and
inftead of benefiting bv their profperity, was he to ex-
perience the fingular fituation of being impoverifhed in
an inverfe proportion to the gencral affluence and in-
creafed wealth of his people >—The happy and nume-
rous increafe of the royal family was alfo dwelt upon.
However great the fatisfaétion derived frem this citcum-
ftance, it was natwally and inevitably produétive of
great additional expence. Other matters of* juft confi-
deration werein like manner to be taken into the account.
The 1evenues,of the crown had been greatly diminithed
in confequence of the public calamities; by thefe
the American quit rents were loft; and by judge
ments of the courts of law, the four and a half per
cent. Weft India revenue was very much leffened.
In reply to the vague and idle clamour that was raifed
about the. increale of penfions, and their being mactie tllm

ata
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fatal inftruments of parliamentary corruption, the gen-
tlemen of the minority were very candidly atked, ¢ are
rewards to be cut off from the officers of the law, to
whom age, and contitutions worn down by the toils of
adminiftering juftice, have rendered an honorable repofe
as neceffary as it is equitable >~—muft minifters at fo-
reign courts, who have fpent their youth, and certainly
not increafed their fortunes in fuch employments, retire
to {pend their loft years in difcontent and mifery ?—is the
munificence of the prince, in fhort, to be fettered; are
all exertions of ability to be difcouraged, and all aadour
in the public feivice to be chilled by the defpair of any
future recompence #*~—The charges, from different quar-
teis, of an undue and dangerous influence obtained to
the crown by the application of the revenuc to the crea-
tion of ftanding majorities, were reprobated as equally
unjuft, illiberal, and fubverfive in their tendency, of all
parliamentary freedom of inquity and aétion, ~ ¢¢ Such
a dofrine,” it was faid, ¢ if admitted, would cut up by
the roots every pretenfion to a conduét founded upon
opinion or principle. There could be no 1eafon given,
why majorities fhould be lefs attuated by the latter mo-
tives than minorities. It was more juft in faét, 1cafon-
able in argument, and candid in fentiment, to fuppofe
that both afted upon principle. It was furcly a moit
unfair, as well as untounded inference, to prefume that
a difference of opinion muft neceffarily proceed fiom im-
proper and unworthy motives : to belicve that fuch mo-
tives were exclufively appiopriated to the greater number
would be too ridiculous.””—When this part of the fub-
je€t came 1o be difcufled in the houfe of lords, the in-
variable conftancy and greatnefs of the inujorities on the
fide of government were farther accounted for, by being
afcribed to the uniform propriety and re@itude of con-
du&, which had firmly united the wife, the difinterefted,
the opulent, the virtuous, and even the bulk of the na-
tion, in fupport of the prefent minifters ;—<¢ a fupport,”
faid one of the peers, ‘¢ as un recedented as it is ine-
rited 5 and wlhich is principally aftorded in pnllian;ent

. by
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by the landed intereft of the nation,—by the great body
of country gentlemen, who aie too numerous and inde-
pendent to admit the poffibulity of influerce ;—too deeply
mtercfted in the event, not to pay a {iné attention to
the conduét of public affaus 5—and too well verfed in the
real interefts of their country, to approve of yany mea-
fures not founded on night policy and wifdom.”—The
earl of Suffulk, in the warmth of debate, added with

reater tiuth, perhaps, thiMemper a1 delicacy ; « I do
in my confcience and foul bilieve, that the conduét of
thole called the oppofition in this conntiy has been as in-
ftrumental in rendciing the prefent admmiftration popu-
lar, as the wifdom and reQitude of ther meafures :—I
do in my confcience and foul believe, that it has in-
creafed the majority in both houles ;—and I am in my
very heart and foul convinced, that they have rendered
them(elves fo univerfally deteffable, by the mode and
complexion of their oppofition, that many members,
who were doubttul as to the fuftice and expediency of the
meafures purluing by the king’s fervants, have attached
themfelves to adminiftration, and voted with them, folely
on that account.” The maioities were certainly very
decifive in every debate on this {ubieét in both houfes.
When the report was brought up fiom the committee of
fupply, inorder to be reccived by the commons, the firft
refolution to difcharge the arrears and debts owing on the
civil lift, was,-in fpite of all the effortsof a few of the
minority, agreed to without a divifion ; and though the
houfe did divide upon the report of the fecond 1efolutton
for the annual increafe of the royal income, the ayes were
231 againft 109. In the houle of lords, the marquis of
Rockingham’s amendment to an addrefs of thanks and
of chearful acquielcence was reicéted by a' majority of
96 againft 20; and the main queftion on the addrefs was
cairied by nearly the fame fuperiority of numbers.

XXII. A very fingular ciicumftance attended the pre-
fenting of the bill for the augmentation of the civil lit
revenue to receive the royal affent,  Sir Fletcher Norton,
the fpeaker of the houfe of cummons, refolved to feize this

occafion
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occafion of acquiring fome popularity, of which he was
fuddenly become ambitious, though he had not the {malleft
claim to it on the ground either of genuine partioti{m, of
public fervices, or of profeffional integrity. When he
went up with the bill to the bar of the houfeof lords, he
thete addrefled the throne in the following {peech:
¢ Moft gracious fovereign,

¢¢ The bull, which it is now my duty to prefent to
your majefty, is intituled, A ai? for the better fupport of
bis majefly’s houfhold, and of the bonor and digmty of the
crown of Great Britain, to which your commons hum-
bly beg your royal affent.

« By this bill, fir, and the refpe@tful circumftances
which preceded and accompanied it, your commons have
given the fulleft and clearcft proof of their zeal and affeétion
for your majefty.  For in a time of publie diftrefs, full of
dithculty and danger, their conftituents labouring under
burthens almoft too heavy to be boine, your faithtul
commons poftponedall other bufinefs ; and, with as much
difpatch as the nature of their proceedings would admit,
have not only granted to your majcﬁr a large prefent
fupply, but alfo a very great additional revenue ;—great,
beyond example ;—great, beyond your majeity’s higheft
aants*. a

¢t But allthis, fir, they havedone, in a well-grounded
confidence, that you will apply wifely what they have
granted liberally ; and fecling, what every good fubjeét
muft feel with the greateft fatisfaction, that, under the
direction of your majuity’s wifdom, the affluence and
grandeur of the foverzign will refleét dignity and honor
upon his people.”

XXIIL. On the return of the fpeaker and of the mem-
bers who accompanied him, he received the thanks of

* This was undoubtedly the word fir Fletcher made
ufc of at the time, as appeared from the concurrent
teftimony of feveral members who took notes of his
fpeech. But being afterwards ftruck with the inde-
cency of the expreflion, he fubftituted the word expence
for it, previoully te its being publithed, the
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the houf¢ tor his fpeech, attended with the ufual compli-
ment of defiring that it might be printed. The votc
pafled merely as a matter ot form, and without duly
confidering how far the fpeaker deferved fuch a teftimony
of approbation. But Mr. Righy, the paymafter of the
forces, took an opportunity, two days atter, to make
fome very pointed ronarks on the tubjeét.  He afferted,
¢¢ that the national fituation had been groflly mifrepre-
fented in a place where nothing but truth fhould be
heard ;—that the fentiments declared at the bar of the
other houfe to be thofe of the commons, were the direct
reverfe ;—that for one, he totally difclaimed them ;—
that he was certain a very great majority of the houfe
equally did fo;—and that, before the houfe rofe, he
trafted it would be proved, whether they thought with
the chair, or with him.”—Mr. Rigby, however, was
too late in his attempt to mortity the fpeaker’s vanity,
The commons weie pledged by their foymer vote to fup-
port the chair; and they could not without incuiring the
reproach of the moft flagrant inconiiftency, undo and 1e-
probate on the Friday, thofe aéts which they had done or
applauded on the Wednefday. Thefe points were thongly
urged by Mr. Fox, and by the fpeaker himfclf, who faid,
¢¢ that he would fit Yio longer in the chair than he was
fupported in the free exercife of his duty; and, from the
vote of approbation with which he had been honored, he
had reafon to believe, he was not chargeable with any mif~
reprefentation.”  Attera long, but very uninterefting de-
bate, a motion made by Mi. Fox was agieed to without a
divifion, confirming the former vote, and explicitly declar-
ing, ¢¢ that the {peaker, in his {peech to the king at the bar
of the houfe of peers, did exprefs, with juft and proper ener-
gy the zeal of the commons tor the fupport of the honor and
dignity of the crown, in circunftances of gieat public
charge.” To complete the fpeaker’s triumph in this
arttully conduéted fcheme, a court of common council
was induced, the week atrer, by fome of the faltious
leaders, to refolve, that the treedom of the city, fhould

. be prefented to him in a gold box, of the value of fifty

: guineas.
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gumneas,  Sir Fletcher accepted the freedom, but politely
declined the gold box, his piide for once prevailing over
bis avarice; which was the more 1emaikable, as this was
the only occafion upon which he had ever been known to
retufe either a reward o1 a bribe. N

XXIV. In addition to what has been already ob-
ferved of the principal grants voted in the comm-ttee of
fupply, it may be proper to give a fwumary of lord
North’s ftateinents at the opening of the budget on the
fourteenth of May, The tum total of the fupplics,
which weie deemed neceflary for the public fervice, did
pot tail much fhort or thurteen millions : the ordinaiy re-
venue, or ways and ineans tor raifing thefe {fupplies, fuch
as the land-tax, the inalt duty, the produce of the
finking tund, exchequer bills, and other limaller refources
fearcely amounted to feven millions and a half,. . which
lett a deficiency of five nullions and a halt: the five
millions were to be tunded at an annuity of four per
cent. and the remaining halt nullion was to be raifed by
alottery: the interclt of the new loan, which, with a
premium ot one half per cent. tor ten years to encourage
fublcribers, amounted to two hundred and twenty-five
thoutand pounds, was to be paid by a tax of one guinea
each on all male fervants not empldyed in agriculture or
tiade; by a duty on au&tionears and on goods fold by
auétion; by additional ftamp duties ; and by additional
duties on glais. Though the gentlemen of the oppo-
fition declaimed with great vehemence on ¢¢ the fatal

* confequences of the war,™ and the ¢ fcandalous terms of
the loan,”, aflerting ¢ that lord Noith’s fole merit and
boaft in having made a good bargamn for the public was
founded on the difcredit of the funds ;» they were
athamed to divide either the committee, or the houfe,
upon any of the refolutions moved by his lordthip, Itwas,
indeed, very caly to prove, from a retrofpeftive view of
the conduét of other chancellors of the exchequer, that the
rreﬁ.-nt bargain was one of the moft advantageous which
had been made for the public, when-fo large a fum was
to be funded, The taxes were laid with io much judg.
mcnt,
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ment, as to throw the weight chicfly upon the opulent,
or, 1n other words, to aftcét propeity inftead of labour ;
to hit, as Mr. Jenkinfon obfuived, the due mediuni be-
tween mere Juxulies and neceflaries 5 and to embrace only
the elegant conveniences of hfe, which were the tiue
objeéts ot taxation in every well 1egulated ftate.  With
regaid to the war,lord North conic(%:d, that the expences
weie great, and the burthens heavy ; but they were in-
evitable.” ¢ The aits ef defigning men,” he faid,
¢ had wrought upon the people of Americato throw off
their obedience and confhitutional dependency on the
mother country, and to refift her lawful authonity byan
appeal to arms: government had tuken every ftep which
. was likcly to recal the colunifls to a lenfe of thewr duty :
“lenient meafures had, however, an effet very different
from what might 1ealonably be expeéted : our modera-

t.on only mncieafed their infolence; our tendeinefs their
duobedience ; and what a1ofe from fentiments the moft
indulgent and aflettionate on our part, was interpreted
to Ipung fiom motwves which never exifted : our inode-
r1ation was Jooked upon to have proceeded from timidity ;
and our relutance to employ cocicive means was af-

ctibed to an nabality to fupport our juft authority.—

It was unneceflary,”” hus laidihip added, ¢ to remind
the houfe of the feveral tianfadtions which took place
trom the commencement of the prefent difputes, till the

congrefs avowed thole fentiments which America had
all slong entertained, and publicly declared thofe objeéts

which fhe had in view from the beginning.  The avowal
of independence cleared up what had been before involved
in any aoubt or obfcwiity ; and that in fuch a manner,
and accompuanied with {uch fhiiking circumttances, that

a very confiderable majority of the nation at large, as
well without as within that houfe, muft, upon every
ground of night, juftice, expediency, and found policy,
be convinced of tue neceflity of profecuting the war: rt
remained therefore for parliament to make {uitable pro-
vifions for cairying it oh with vigor and effe&t,” The

relolutions, as betore intymated, were agreed to without
° Vou. Il (0] a duvifion ;
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a divifion; and, a few days after, a vote of credit for
another million, chargeable on the next aids, was paffed
to enable his majefty to defray any extra expences that
might be incurred on account of military fervice, and to
make good the charges of calling in the deficient gold
coin.

XXV. A tianfaltion of amoft extraordinary nature in
the Eaft Indics, and which amounted to no lefs than the
total fubverfion ot eftablifhed goyernment in one of the
principal fettlements on the coalt of Coromandel, together
with feveral fubfequent proceedings relative to it at the
India houfe, were the means of bringing the affairs of
the company once more within the cognizance of parlin-
ment, This revolution was geneially afcribed to the in-
tiigues and ambition of the nabob of Arcot, who had
rifen to very gieat power through the proteétion and alli-
ance of the company, and had gradually acquired an
overruling, if not boundlefs influence in the council
at Madrats. With a view, it was faid, of more ef-
feCtuaily promoting his defigns, he laid by the jealous
ftate and diftant pride of an eaftern defpot, and feemed
to become, as nearly as could potlibly be admitted, an
inmate, and member of the Britith commnunity at that
fettlement, making the outward, or black town, as it is
called, the principal feat of his 1efidence. Thus he was
in conftant polfcﬂ{)on of every tranfaction that pafled, and
even of every propofal that originated in the council ; nor
is it improbable that fome of the meafures adopted there
arofe from his own immediate fuggettions. It is certain,
that a joint enterPri('e, which was undertaken by the
company’s torces in that pre(idency with the nabob’s,
afforded too much colour to fuch an opinion, and un-
happily contributed its full fhare, along with other caf-
tern exorbitancies, deeply to affeét the charater of the
Englith nation both in Europe and Afia. This was the
famous expedition to Tanjore, an enterprife heard of in
almoft every part of the world, and condemned 'for its
cruelty and injuftice wherever it was heard. The rajah
of Tanjore was one of thofe Gentoo princes, whott an-

' ceftors
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ceftors had been long in poffeffion of the country, and
who had never been entitely fubdued by the Mogul Tar-
tars ; but weie tendaed tributary to their empire, the
f;uvm mment being otherwife retained in the original
hands.  ‘T'his prince had been tor many years in alliance
both with the company and the nabob, and had been
cengaged with them in the perils and fortune of former
wars.  On the fettlement of the affairs of the Eaft In-
dies at the treaty of Pluis, it was thought neceflary to
put an end tu the difpute between France and England,
who fupported the interefts of different pretenders to pow-
er in that part of the world. France was accordingly
obliged to admit Salabat Jing as lawful fubah of the De-
can ; and Mahomet Ali Cawn, as lawful nabob of the
Carnatic.  ‘The mogul readily granted, on his part, fuch
powers as were neceflary to confirm thefe arrangements,
Accounts were alfo liquidated, and a convention made
under the authority and guarantee of the company be-
tween their own alliess  "The nabob was to be paid the
arrears of, and to reccive, in future, the tribute due to the
mogul, for which he was to be accountable to their com-
mon f{uperior, and to have a confiderable fum for Lim-
ff The rajah was to remain in all other refpe&s as
before in pofleflion of his dominions ; but a variety of
tranfaltions foon after took place between him and the
nabob, and new accounts were opened, the rajah al'edg-
ing that he ought to be allowed for his expences in cer-
tain military {ervices rendered to the nabob, and the lat-
ter infifting on 1eceiving immediate payment of the fums
ftipulated under the late convention without any abate-
ment. Thefe difputes continued for fome time, till the
nabob prevailed on the powers at Madiafs and on the
royal commflioners to fall in with his views ; and a war,
on the pretence of a delay in payment, broke out. The
rajah was little able to withftand the united force of the
company and nabob. His capital being tuken after a
biave detence, the unhappy prince was fhiipped without
pity or remoufe, of every thing but life.  His kingdomn
was feized by the nabob’; his treafures were applied to

0 2 the
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the expences of the war, and to other prefent puipoles ;
whilit his fubje&ts, who were among the moft induitrious
people in India, experienced all the cruelty and rapacity
of a Mahometan conqueft and governmient.  The ac-
count of this tranfalticn, with all the circumftances of
the fpoil and ruin o a fiiend and ally in fo unexampled
a manner, excited the greateft indignation of the com-
pany in England. That vifible alcendency over the
counfels and a&ions of their fervants, ot which the na-
bob had now given a very dangerous proof, was another
alarming confideration. ~ He had alfo ramoved lus eldeft
fon, a mild and moderite prince, from all power, and
tiom the command ot his arm:cs, and placrd it 1n thehands
of his fecond fon, a young man of a temper more conge-
nial to his own, and pofleffed of ability, with a Rrong
{pirit of enterprife. Good policy, therefore, as well as
ju'tice, pointed out the propriety of fetting fome bounds
to the nabob’s ambitious career, by reftoring the raiah
to his dominions. The company, at the fame time,
were far from withing to fall out with the nabob, if it
could be avoided ; nor were they dilpofed to urge mat-
ters'to any extremity with their fervants for what was
raﬁ. A 1eparation of the outrage and wrong feemed

<likely to anfwer every purpofe ; but it was apprehended,
that a vigorous profecution of the delinquents would in-
volve the company’s zffairs in the utmoft perplexity. In
order to execute fo delicate a commiflion with equal pru-
dence, fafety, and honour, it was refolved to fend out
lord Pigot, as goveiror and prefident of Madrals, the
company very reafonably fuppofing, that the appearance
of fuch a'man upon that ground which had been the
fcene of his former power and glory, where his name and
actions were ftill freth and alive, and where the princi-
pal and moft dangercus party was ligtle more than the
creature of his own making, would have been attended
with diftinguithed advantages ; and that he might have
erformed thofe afls without envy or jealoufy, which
would have been oppofed or refented in other hands. The
ime that unavoidably ¢lapfed before lord Pigot’s arrival
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in his government, afforded a full fcope for the exercife
of the nahob’s ability in intrigue. Though the part al-
teady taken by the council would neceflaiily influence
thenr conduét in endeavouring to fupport or confirm their
own former at, he thought it prudent to intcieft then
ftill more deeply in the meafure of fecuring to him the
perpetual pofleffion of Tanjme. He accordingly bor-
10wed vaft fums of money from feveral members of the
council, and fome others whofe weight and concurrence
might be requifite for the completion of his fcheme; and
dircétly or indire@ly mortgaged to them the revenues of
“Tanjore, as a fecurity both for the piincipal, and for a
prodigious intereft arifing on it, which amounted annu-
ally to near one third of the original debt. Lord Pigot
did not reach Madrafs till the latter end of the year 1775;
but notwithflanding the previous meafures which had
been taken, and the violent oppofition he experienced, he
{ucceeded fo far as to reftore the 1ajah to the juft poflef-
fion of his ancient and hereditary dominions.  His lord-
fhip had now to encounter the mortal enmity of the na-
bob, and a corrupt combination of the majority of the
council, who were faither firengthened by the dangerous
power lodged in the hands ot the commander in chiet of*
the forces. "The difputes grew hotter hom day to day;
and the cabals with the nabob grew clofer and clofer. It
was of the greateft moment to fend a proper officer to Tan-
jore. The oppofition part of the council firft agreed
with the governor on the meafure, and the defignation of
the perfon.  They foon changed their minds about the
fatter, and infifted, that being the majority of the coun-
cily they had a right to do cvery thing, regardlefs of the
govetnor’s opinion or diffent.  Lord Pigot, finding them
a&tuated by no other principle than that of traverfing all
his endeavours for canying the oiders of the company
into execution, took a very bold ftep, for which nothing
bat the exigency of the moment could afford any excufe ;
and having put the quetion, cairied the fufpenfion of
two ot the council by his own cafting vote. He alfo put
fi Robert Fletcher, the commander in chiet of the foices,

03 under
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under an arreft for difobedience of his fupreme au-
thority in the fortre(s. Inftead of waiting the deci-
fion of the company on thefe meafuics, a plot was
formed by the offended paurty for feizing the peifon
of the prefident, and for effefling a complete sevolution
in their own favor. In confequence of the arreft laid
upon fir Robert Fletcher, colonel Stuart fucceeded to
the command of the forces. ‘Though this.gentleman
was in the higheft ftate of intimacy and friendthip with
lord Pigot, he notwithftanding entered deeply into the
views of the confpuators; and as uny military violence
offered to the governor within the precinéts of the for-
trefs would involve thealtors in the penalties of the mu-
tiny laws, the colonel inveigled him to quit the only
fituation which could afford him fecurity. Having, on
the twenty third of Auguft 1776, fpent the fore pait of
the day with his lmdfhip, he took occafion from the ex-
ceflive heat of the weather to 1ccommend in the evening
a cool retreat to a villa at a fimall diftance hrom Madrafs,
aﬁprqpninlcd to the ufe of the governms; and made an
offer of his own company, as a farther inducement.
In the way, they were futiounded, as had been concerted
by an officer and party of fepoys, both in the company’s

¢ fervice, when, under the aufpices and immediate hands
of his late companion and guett, the governor was thiuft
out of his chaife, with circumftances of not lefs rudenels
than violence, and carried prifoner to a place called the

Mount, where he was confined under a ftrong military
guard. His enemies now feized all the powers of go-
vernment, appointing their principal leader to be his

« fucceffor, and copying the very aft on which their chief
complaints againl{ him wes e founded, by removing from
the council fuch members as had voted with himn in the
former firuggle. Both parties fent confidential perfons
as exprefles to England, the one to arraign, and the
other to juftify the late proceedings. Even the nabob
had an :’\‘gent in London, who left no means untiied to
fecure effe€tual fupport both'at the India Houfe and in
prliament,  But in fpite of all the efforts of corruption

€ and
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and intrigue, {o great was the indignation of the company
in general at the conduét of the confpirators, that when
the whole bufinefs was formally laid before the propric-
tors at their quarterly court, on the twenty fixth of
March 1777, they agreed to a refvlution, which was af-
terwards confirmed on a ballot by a majority of 382 to
140, recommending to the comt of direftors, ¢¢ to take
the noft effeftual meafures for reftoring lord Pigot to the
full exercife of the powers vefted inhim by the company ;
—and for inquiring into the condué of the principal ac-
tois in his imprilonment.”  Though feveral of the di-
re€tors had heen gained over to the oppofite intereft, they
could not avoid afting in feeming conformity to this re.
commendation, while they were fucretly determined to
render it nugatory, Several refolutions were accordingly
Faﬂhl at a court held the eleventh of April, by which
ord Pigot was 1eftored to the full exercife of* the office
and powurs, from which he had been degraded ; his four
fiiends, who had been driven from their feats, were re-
inftated ; and the feven members of the council, including
the commander in chief, who had violently overthiown
the government by a militaryforce, weie fufpended from
«die company’s fervice: but to thefe was added a vote of
cenfure on lord Pigot’s conduét ; and while inftiuctions
were preparimg to accompany the refolutions, every pof-
fible impediment was thrown in the way to rerard or em-
barrafs the bufinefs. The main fubje¢t appearcd to be
almoft forgotten in a variety of other ditputes. At
Jength, under the impofing fhew of an attempt to pleafe
all parties, to reconcile all differences, and to adminifter
impaitial juftice, three new refolutions were propafed ;
and, to the aftonifhment of the public, the queftion in
favor of them was carried, at another gencral court.of
the proprietors on the ninth of May, by a majority of
414 to 317. By the fuft of thele refolutions, after re-
probating the treatment which lord Pigot had met with,
and affording him the mockery cf a temporary reftoration
to his government, without any power of afting init, he

was ordered immediately home, for an inquiry into his
conduét s
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conduét ; by the fecond, his friends in the council wereor-
dered home : and by the third, the whole body of his
enemics were likewife recalled, Such glaring inconfijt-
ency in the Yroccedings at the India Houfe prompred
governor Johnftone to bring the matter before pailiament
on the twenty-fecond of the fame month, and to nove
for {uveral refolutions, which went to a ftrong approba-
tion of lord Pigot’s conduét ; to a confirmation of thole
atts of the company that had been either pafled in hig
favar, or in condemnation of the fattious party at Ma-
diafs ; and to annul the Jate incongruous refolution tor
his 1ecal. On thefe, if carried, the mover intended to
tound a bill for better fecuring the Englith fettlementy
in the Eaft Indies. The motion was oppofed by the
fijends of admmiftration, though moft of the princi-
pals weie ablent, perhaps from an unwillingnefs to take
any fhare in the debate. It certainly did lord Neith
very little honor to exert himfelfin fupporting the ab-
fwd and venal 1efolution of the couit ot proprictors.—
All the force of argument, all the powers of cloguence
{eemed to be confined to the fpeakers ot the minoity o
this occafion.  Mr. Fox, in particular, excited fuch fud-
den and extraordinary buifts of applaule, as had pevey
before been heard ina Bitifh houft of commons.  Yet,
when a divifion took place at cne o’clock in the moyn-
ing, the numbers were only 67, in favor of goyernoy
Johnftone’s motion, againft go, by whom it was rcjeéted,
The unfortunate nobleman, whofe conduét and whole
fufferings were the chief fubjeét of the debate, did not
live to teel the additional fting of parhamentary injuftice.
Eleven days before this decifion, he fell a viétim to the
rigours of confinenent, to the infults and cruelty of his
enemics 3 but retained to the laft moment that dignity
and finnnefs of chaa&er, for which he had been fo emi-

*‘nently dilinguifhed.* XXVI.
* This afluir in all its circunftances was agaiv
brought befoic the houfe of commons, on the fixteenth
of April 1779, when admiral Pigot,r the deceaivd
ford’s brother, after ftating ‘in a feies of refolutions,
the
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XXVI. The attention ot pailiament was now called
oft from the contufions of the eaft to the more prefling
concerns of the weftern world. — On the thirtieth of May,
the lords having becn previoufly fummoned for the pur-
pole, a motion was made by the earl of Chatham, ¢ that
an humble addrels be prefented to his ihajetty, advifing
him to take the moft {pecdy and effe@ual meafures for
putting a ftop to the prefent unnatural war againit the
colonics, upon the only jult and folid toundation, namely,
the 1emoval of accumulated grievances.”™  His lordfhip,
though bowed down by age and infimity, and bearing
a crutch in each hand, exerted himlelf with all the fire
and vigor of youth,—will all the cnergy of a mind
feemingly infufceptible of decay. ¢ By the removal of
accumulated g ievances,” f2id he, ¢ I mean the repeal
of every oppieflive aét which has been paffed fince the
year 1763. I would put our brethren in America pre.
citely on the fame footing they ftood at that period.—
This will open the w 'y for treaty : it will be the har-
hinger of peace to the affliéted colonies; and will con-
vince them, that parliament is fincerely difpofed to re-

the principal facts relative to the cataftrophe, con-
cluded with moving an addrefs to his majefty, pray-
ing, ¢¢ that he would be gracioufly pleafed to give
diretions to his attoiney-general to profecute George
Stratton, Henry Biooke, Charles Floyer, and George
Mackay, efquires, for ordeiing their governor, lord
Pigot, to be arrefted and contined under a military
force; they being returned to England, and now withe
in the jurifdi¢tion of his majefty’s courts of Weftmin-
fter Hall.’” Stratton, the ringleader of thefe confpi-
rators, wasy at this critical inftant of time, perfon-
ally prefent in his place, asa wnemher of the houfe of
c mmons ; and entered into a long defence of his own
cmduét, as well as that of his colleagues. But his
vindication appcared fo unfatisfadtorv, that admiral
Pigot's refolutions were carricd and the addrefs agreed
to unanimonfly. In the fequel, howcver, the delina
quents, though convicted in the court of King’s Bench,
were fentcnced only to pay a tiitling fine. )
conciliation,
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conciliation. 'We have tried for unconditional {ubmif-
fion : let us now try what may be gamed by uncondiz
tional redrefs.  To conquer the Auwmericans is impof-
fible—You canmiot do it—I may as well pictend 1q
drive them before me with this crutch.—I am expe:
yienced in fpring hopes and vernal promufes ; but at lat}
will come your equinoctial difappontment.— Befides,
my loids, could thofe hopes be even realifed, and fhould
you conquer Amelica, you conquer under the cannon of
Fiance, under a matked battery then ready to open.—
The pretenfions of France will increale datly, {9 as to
become an avowed party in either peace or war.  The
latter is not the lels proliable, becaufe protflions aof
amity continne to be made. It would be folly in France
to declare it now, while America gives tull cmplu\'n)cnt
to our arms, and is pouring mto her lap her wealth and
produce.  While the tiade of Gieat Rytain languithes,
while her taxes incieale and her revenues dimingfh,
France is lecuning and drawing to heifelt that commeige
which is the bafis of yow power.”—T'he moticn, though
well fupported by the duke of Grafton, by lord Camden,
and the carl of Shelburne, was oppofed by a very confi-
derable majority, for {everal hrong and important reafons.
In the firft place, it anaigned the condudt of the nation,
and condemned eafures which had repeatedly received
the fanétion both of parliament and people: it held out
nothing new, and was nothing more than a repetition
of what had been often propoled, and as often rejected in
that houle: oppreflive alts, or particular gricvances
weie no longer the fubject of difpute 5 the great quettion
now at iffue was the fupremacy of Great Buitain, and tne
fubordinate dependence of America: to fhake off the
controul of the mother country was the primary objet
with the colonjfts; and their prefent uppoﬁtion was
merely the effefl of a premeditated delign of fevera) years
ftanding : in fuch a difpofition and determination on
their fide, it was affiimed that all conceflion on ours

" would be not only fruitlefs, but ridiculous and degrad-

ing : it would draw upon us the contempt of our fiiends,
‘ and .
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and excite into aétion the defign or malice of our cne-
mics.—The lords in adwninifiration denied any danger
from France, and afferted, that the affitance given to
the Ameticans proceeded neither from the court nor the
tabiriet, but fiom the fpirit of military enterpiife and
tommercial adventure. They tieated the iden thiown
otit_by Jord Chatham, refpecting the condutt of Fiance,
as the moft extraotdmary, or rather themoft extravagant
that ever was heard. ¢ The noble earl tells us,” faid
the pretident of the council, ¢ that if we conquer Ameri-
ta, we will conqtiet it for France: it France fhould join
America aguingt us, and get the better of us, Amenica,
thotigh fuccetdtul, will neverthelefs be conquered, and
become a province or dependency of France : and though
ve neither conquer, norare conquered, ftill America will
be leit to England, and fall to our encimes and rivals.
If T had no other objettion to the prefent motion than
the pitwie it would exlubit to foreign nations of our pre-
tended imbecility and the defperate fitnation of our af-
tans, that alone would be fufficient with me to give ita
woft hearty negative.””—The motion was rejected by
Y9 voices againit 28 ; and puliament was prorogued the
week after,

XXVII. No equal fpace of time for feveral years
patt afforded fo httle domeftic matter worthy of ob-
fervation, as the interval between the rifing of parlia-
ment on the fixth of June and its meeting again on
the twentieth of November., Keitha the town nor the
country prefented any new objeét of curiofify, of fur
priﬁ-, of public concern, or of party contention.  Buit
this banennefs of interefting occuences at ltome
was amply compenlated by the accounts every day
received of events of the campaign in America. It
began early in the fpring with fimall enterprifes, which
were condulted with great fpiit, and were then looked
upon as happy preludes to more enlarged plans of ope-
ration, Az?erachment of five hundred men, under the
command of colonel Bird, was fent on board fome tran{-

*ports on the twenty-thitd of Maich, alld orded to pel;;)-
e
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. ceed to New York about fiity mules up the Noith River
to Peck’s Kill, which faved as a kind of pot woa
mountainous traét, callcd the manor of Courland, where
the Ameuicans, during the winter, had ereéted mulls,
and eftablifhed their principal magazines. The enemy,
though fupeiior, in number, retired to a ftrong pais-at
about two miles diftance, but not befoie they et fire to
the barracks and florchoules. The Britith tioops, upon
their landing, could only complete the conflagration which
it was not in their power to prevent; and, alter deftroy-
ing feveral fimall craft laden with provitions, retuined to
New York. This fervice, however, was far from filling
up the outline of the commander in chief s delign. The
magazines at Peek’s Kill were not of the magnitude and
impoitance he had been led to expett 5 and fomething,
it poffible, muft ftill be done, to weaken the enemy Ly
cutting off thew refources. He obtained intelligence
that the Americans had depofited large quantitics of
ftores and provifions in the town of Danbuy, and other
places in the boiders of Connecticut, which lay contigu-
‘ous to Courland Manor. It was theretore 1efolved to
undeitake another expedition againit thofe parts; and
the condué of 1t was muuited to goveinor Tryon, who
Ilad been lately promoted to the 1ank ot major gencial of
the Joyahilts, as a 1eward for his activity in raifing and
diteiplining confiderable bodies of them. The governor
was accompanied by brigadier-general Agnew and fir
Wi illiam Eifkine, two offic.rs well qualifiid to {upply
any deficiency of his mibtary taients.  ‘I'wo thoutand
men, diafted for this putvole from ditferent regiments,
being paffed thiough the found under convoy of two 11j-
‘gates, were landed on the twenty-fitth of April about
twenty miles to the fouthward of Danbury. At ten’
o’clock at-night they began their maich to that place,
and arrived there next moining, theencmy being totaly
unprepared either to impede thew progiels, or to oppude
their entrance.  But they foon perceived that the countiy
was rifing to intercept their 1cturn ; and as they hadne -
ther time, opportumity, nor' carriages to bring off the
' - ftores
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flores and provifions, they piocceded without delay ta
the deftruétion of the magazme. The town was alfo
reduced to afhes. A day having beenunavoidably fpent
in the execution of this fervice, the American gencrals
Woofter, Arnold, and Silliman, hattily collecting fuch
mihitia as were within their reach, made ufeof every fra-
tagem and effort to cut off the retrcat of the detachient.
In one of thete ikirmifhes, Woofter was mortally wound-
ed ; and though Arnold, by croffirg the country, had
gained an advantageous poft at Ridgefield, and had
thiown up fome intienchments to cover lus front, he
found the comage and difcipline of the Britith troops.ir-
refiftible.  The village was forced ; the Americans were
drivenback on every fide; and their commander hunfelf,
after fome extiaordmary aéts of perfonal valour, had a
very narrow efcape. It being then latc in the evening,
general Tiyon and his men lay ontheir arms, that night ;
but as foon as they refumed their 1oute at day-break, the
enemy, having been remforced with troops and cannon,
affuiled them from all quaitus.  Upon every advantage
or ground, thesr main body attacked the toremoft ranks
with great refolution, whilit hovermg parties on the
flanks and rear continually endeavoured to dituib the
order of the march, and to prevent the poflibility of any
regular or gencial engagements At length tue royal
forces gained the hill of Compo, within halt a mile of
the flupping, and there tormed immediatcly upon the
high ground, as two chftant bodics of the Americans
fecred to be preparing for a defperate onfet.  Sir Wila
liam Eifkine, placing himfelf at the head of four hun-
dred of the moft able of the detachment, chaiged the
enemy with the bayonet, and fo completely routed the
two columns, that the Britifh troops were {utfered to
re-imbark withoutany tarther annoyance.  Large quan~
tities of corn, flour, and falt provifions, about two
thoufand tents, with various military ftoresand necefla-

ies, were deftroyed in the courfe of this expedition. The
iofs of men on the royal fide was not near fo confiderable
asmight have been expeted fiom their expofed fituation

Vo, III. . P in
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in this harafling march; the whole in killed, wounded, and
mifling, amounting to one hundred and feventy-two, of
whom more than two-thirds were wounded. The gene-
ral lols on the American fide was more than double, and
the number of the flain about four to one: among the
Iatter were three field ofhcers, befides general Woolter,
and fome other people of confequence.

XXVIII. It was perhaps in return for this laft ex-
pedition, the e¢ffett of which was feverely felt by the
Americans, that the Conneticut men, notlong after,’
paid a yifit to Lony Ifland. Having reccived intelli=
gence, that commiflaies had for fome time been em-
ployed in procuring forage, grain, and other neceflmies
tor the Buitith forces, and that thefe articles were de-
pofited at a little port called Saggy Harbour, the dif~
tance of that place from New York, and the weaknefs
of the protestion which confifted only of a company of
foot aud an armed fchconer of twelve gurts, afforded en-
couragement for adefign to fruftrate that {cheme of fup-
plying the wants of thearmy. Coloncl Meigs, an ative
officer, who had attended Ainold to Quebee, and had
beentaken prifoner in the attempt to ftorm that city, con-
dufted this enterprife. Having on the twenty-third of
May crofled the fouad with a detachment of about a
hundred and fitty men in whale-boats, he firft landed on
the notth branch of the ifland ; and, after carrying the
bouts over an arm of land, embaiked again, and landed
on the fouth branch of the ifland, within four miles of
Sagygy Harbour. They airived at this place before break
of diy ; and notwithitanding the refiftance they met with
friom the guard, and the vigorous efforts of the fchooner
which kept up a fire of round and grape fhot at a hun-
dved and fifty yards diftance, they fully completed thefr
defign, having burnt a dozen brigs and floops that lay at
the wharf, and deftroyed every thing that was depofited
on the fhore. They alfo brought off with them about
ninety prifoners, including the officer on duty with his
men, and the crews of the fmall veffels which they had
deftroyed.  In the American account of this expedi-

: tion,
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tion, acircumftance is mentioned as a fa&, which, how
ever, requires fome credulity to be admitted. The par-
ty are faid to have returned to Guilford in Conneéticut,
in twenty-five hours from the time of their departure,
having, during that fpace, not only effeétually accom-
plithed the object of their enterprife, but having traverfed
no lefs by land apd by water than ninety miles.

XXIX. From the account given, at the clofe of the
Jaft chapter, of the fituation of the troops under lord
Comwallis at Brun{wick and Amboy during the winter,
fome idea may be formed of the hardihips they muft have
fuffered from the fevarity of the weather, the difficulty
of obtaining provifions and forage, and the unremituing
duty occafioned by the nearnefs of the enemy, and by the
frequent attempts made on boch fides to tuiptite cach
other’s outpofts. Though the Americans weie defeated
jn alimolt every encounter, yet thefe tkirmithes gradually
inured them to military fervice. About the latter end
of May, congrels wcre enabled to fend lage fupplies of
men fiom the different provinces to general Wadhington,
who, on receiving this re-inforcement, quitted his for-
mer camp at Morris-town, and advancing within afew
miles of Brunfwick, took pofleflion of the fhiong coun-
try along Middle Biook, which was feccuicd by every
means both of natural and aitificial detence, and com-
manded at the fame time a tull view of all the motions
of his adverfujes. ‘T'he aimy at New York was not
able to take the field till June, for want of tent and field
tquipage, which at length arriving fiom England, with
a body of Anfpach troops and fome Buitifh und Geiman
yeciuits, fir William Howe pafled over in +ull force to
the Jerfeys, refolved totry aH poflible mncans of inducing
‘Wathington to quit his faftnefles, and to hazard an en-
gagement. But the Ameri¢an commander penctrated
into his defigns, and eluded them by his cool, colleéted,
and prudent conduét. Finding every other manceuvre
ineffe@tual, fir William, after baving continued four
days in front of the enemy’s lines, retreated on the nine-
teenth of June, with man?s of feeming Precipitatio;i—

3 e
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He ordered the whale army to fall back from Brunfwick
to Amboy. This movement had all the immediate effeét
that could have been expedted.  Several luge bodies un-
der the command of the generals Maxwell, Conway, and
Jord Stirling, 1uthed on to huafs the tear,  Such trifling
advantages as the belt regulated retreat muft afford to the
purfuers, snd fome excefles commitred perhaps with
view to the genetal defign by the retiving foldiers, in-
creafed the ardour and inflamed the paltions of the Ame-
ricans.  Another meafure adopted by the Buitifh general
at Amboy [erved to complete the delufion.  He threw a
bridge over the channel that feparates Staten Tfland hom
the continent ; and a part of the troops having ciofled
with the beavy baggage, the reft of the army feemed juit
ready to follow ; {o that every thing concuired, alongy
with the vanity natural to mankind, to make the Ame-
ricans belicve, that the retreat was not only real, but
that it procecded from a knowledge of their fupcriority,
and a dread of their power. LEven Wathington himfelf,
with 4ll his caution, was o far impofed upon by this
feint, that he left his almoft inacceffible pofts upon the
hills, and advanced to a place called Quibble-town, to
be the neaier at hand, for the protettion or fupport of
his advanced parties. The Britith general loft no
time in endeavouring to profit by thefe circumitances.

°He marched the army back by different routes with the
utmoft expedition, in hopes of cutting off fome of thofe
parties that had been moft eager in the purfuit, and of
coming up with the main hody at Quibble-town; or, if
thefe (chemes failed through the celerity of the enemy, it
was intendéd that lord Cornwallis, with his column,
fhould take a confiderable ciicuit to the 1ight, and ftrive

" to ges pofleflion of fome pafles in the mountains, which,
by their fituation and command of ground, would have
reduced Wathington to the neceflity of abandoning that
ftrong camp, which had hitherto afforded him fo advan-
tageous a fecurity. In the profecution of this part of
the plan, his lordfip full in with a large detachment of
the ‘enemy, amounting in number to about three thou- |
. : fand,
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fand, under the command of lord Stirling and general
Maxwell, They were ftrongly pofted, and well provided
with artillery ; but being unable long to fuftain the im-
petuofity of the attack, they gave way on all fides, and
were purfued as tar as Wettfield, where the woods and
the intenfe heat of the day put a ftop to the career of the
vi€torious troops. In this a&tion and flight the Ameri-
cans Joft two hundred men and three picces of brafs can-
non. General Waflington foon perceived his error, and
as {peedily remedied it, by regaining his ftation on the
hills, and fecuring thofe paffes which were the grand ob-
je& of lord Cornwallis’s enterprife, Sir William Howe,
being now convinced, that any new {cheme of biinging
the Americans to an engagement would be not only fruit-
Jefs, but a wafte of that time and feafon which might be
employed to great advantage elfewhere, refolved to rc-
tire from the Jerleys, and to convey his army by fea in-
to the very heart of Penfylvania. Accordingly, on the
twenty eighth of June, he returned with all the forces to
Amboy, and next day croffed over to Staten Ifland,
whence the embarkation was intended to takg place,

XXX. During the ceflation produced by preparatjons
on the one fide, and a gereral alarm on the other fronr
the impoffibility of knowing wheie the ftorm would fall,
a fphited adventure was undertaken by an American
colonel of the name of Barton, which had for its objeét
the carrying off general Prefcot who commanded at Rhode
Ifland, and thercby not only retaliating the furprife of

zeneral Lee, but alfo procwing an indemnificagion for
ﬁis perfon.  The Britifh general’s head quarters wereon
the weft fide of the ifland, about a quaiter of a mile from
the fhore. He was guarded by only one centinal at a
time ; and as there was not any bhody ot troops within
a mile of him, nor any patioles along the fhore, he mult
haye depended folely on a guard-fhip that lay inthe bay,
oppofite to his quarters. Colonel Baston, being ac-
quainted with thefe circumftances, fet out from Provi-
dence, with fome officers and foldiets, in two boats,
. keeping cloft to the ifland, till he came to the fouth end,
P3 wherc
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where he remained till dark, and then proceeded acrofs
the bay, and landed near the general’s quarters about
midnight. The centinel was furprifed ; the general was
taken out of bed ; and, without being fuffered to pat on
his clothes, was hurried on board one ot the boats. The
boat pafied under the ftern of the Britith guard-fhip
without being perceived, and conveyed the general in
fafety to Providence.  He was much blamed for his im-

rudence, in truiting himfelf fo far from the troops under
Eis command, and not adopting proper means of fecurity.
He had alfo heen weak enough to provoke fome fuch at-
tempt by offeiing a reward for taking Arnold, as if he
had been a common out-law ;—a filly infult, which Ar-
nold immediately returned, by fetting an inferior price
upon Prefeot’s perfon. S William Howe had hitheito
fteadily refufed to releafe general Lee on any conditions
whatever ; but the capture of gencral Prefcot obliged him
to give up that point, and Lee was in a fhort time re-
ftored to the American caufe,

XXXI. On the twenty-third of July, the army, leave
ing a fufficient force under general Clinton for the de«
fence of New York, and {cven battalions at Rhode If-
land, failed with the fleet fiom Sandy Hook ; and after
a tedious voyage, landed at Elk Ferry, at the head of
Chefapeak Bay. Wathington, who had been for fome
“weeks in anxious fufpenfe as to the deftination of the
troops, upon this intelligence took pofleffion of the
heights on the eaftern fide ot the river Brandywine, which
falls into the Delaware below Philadelphia, with an in-
tention to difpute the paflage. By day-break on the
eleventh of September the Britith army advanced il two
columns, the right commanded by general Knyphaufen,
-matching direétly to Chadstord ; und the other column,
under lord Cornwallis, taking a circuit to the left in
order to crofs the forks of the Brandy-wine, and attack
the epemy on the uight flank. Both were int a confide-
rable degree fuccefstul ; the firft after a fevere conflict
forcing the paflage of the ford, and the latter routing
the right wing commanded by general Sullivan, The

approach
RPN
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approach of night, and fir Wilhain Howe’s ufual tardi-
nels, or rather negleét to puth his advantages next morn-
ing, prevented the total deftrution of the American ar-
my. About threc hundred ot them were killed in the
altion, fix hundied wounded,, and near four hundred
taken prifoners : they allo loft feveral pieces of artillery.*
Not above one hundied of the Britith were killed, and
four hundred wounded. Had an ealy and vigorous pur-
fuit been ordered next day, it was confidently aflerted,
that the {mall and confufed parties of the runaways muft
have been cut off, and that even Wathington and the
coips he kept together, with whom he remained for
the whole night at Chefter, only eight miles from the
field of lattle, would have been intercepted in their re-
treat to Phiadelphia, as it was twenty-three miles dif-
tant from them, though no more than eighteen miles
from the Britith camp. Sir William Howe pennitted
him not only to maich without the leaft anfioyance to
Philadelphia, but to remain there unmolefted tor three
days, colle€ting as many of his routed troops as he pol-
fibly could, and recruiting from his magazines the ftores
he had loft in battle. ‘This valuable time was employed
by the Britith commander in cautious, but, at fuch a
junéture, extremely unfeafonable and unneceflary move-
ments.

XXXII. Intelligence having been received on the
twentieth of September, that general Wayne had con-
cealed himfelf in the woods, with fifteen hundred men,
upon fome Ichieme of haraffing the left wing or the rear
of the Britifh army on their march, major-general Grey
was detached at night, with two regiments and a body
of light infantry, to furprite that corps. His fkill and
energy were very confpicuous in this enterprife. He gave
ftrit orders that not a gun fhould be fired, and that his
men’ fhould truft folely to the filent effect of the bayonet.
The enemy’s outpofts were completely furptifed, without

* The marquis de la Fayette, at that time only
nineteen years of age, who had recently entered as a
volunteer into the American fervice, was wounded in
this aktion. © the
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the leaft noifv, at one in the morning ; and the Britith
troops, guided by the light oftheir fies, ruthed in upon
the encampment, wheie a dreadfu] flaughter took place,
about three hundred being killed or wounded upon the fpot,
and a number of prifoners taken, the remainder efcaping
by the darknefs of the night, but with the lofs of all
their baggage and ftores.  Only one officer and three pri-
vate men were killed on the fide of the vi€tors, with the
the fame number wounded.  Three days after, the whole
army paffed the Schuylkill without oppofition, and therg
being nothing now toimpede their progrefs, they advanced
on the twenty- fixth to German-town, a village about feven
miles from the capital of the province,where the main body
formed an encampment. Next morning lord Cornwallis,
at the head of a ftrong detachment, took peaceable pof-
feffion of Philadelphia, the congrefs having removed
their fittings to York Town in Virginia, and general
Wathington having alfo withdrawn to Skippach Creck,
a ftrong poft about fixteen miles from the Britith head

uarters.

XXXIII. No fooner did lord Howe receive intelli-
gence of thefe fuccefles, than he moved round with the
fleet ficm the Chefapeak to the Delaware, the naviga-
tion of which the Americans had endeavoured to render
ippracticable by works and batteries conftruéted on a
low, marthy ifland, formed near the the jun&ion of the
Delaware and the Schuylkill ; and on the oppofite fhore,
by a redoubt and intrenchment at a place called Red-
bank.  Acrofs the mid-channel they had in various parts
funk large tianfverfe beams, bolted together, and ftrong-
ly headed with irop piles pointing in various die
retions, to which, from the. refemblance of form,
the appellation was given of chevaux-de-frize. Dr,
Frenklin is faid to have affifted in the contrivance of
the whole machinery, before his depature for France.
‘To remove thefe obft1ugtions, fo as to open a communi-
cation between the fleet and the army, was an obje&t of
the ufinoft importance ; but it could not be accomplitheq
withalt previoufly reducing the forts, by which they

were
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were detended.  Some fhiong patics were therefore em=
ploved on this fervice: dhrce r giments had been left at
Chetter, for the purpofe of fecuring tlie conveyance of
ftores and provifions; and the detaciment under lord
Cosnwalits at Phuladelphia contited of tour battalions of
grendiers and a Iquadson of hght horte. General Wath-
ington hearing of this difperiim ol the Butith foices,
and having becn himielt lately ttrenathened by the airi-
val of fifteen hundred troops fiom Puck’s Kill, and a
thoufand Vurginians, toimed the delign of (urprifing the
camp at Gaiman Town.  With tlus view he left Skip-
pach Creck at fix in the evening of the thitd of OStober,
and marching all night, began hus attack juft at day-
break, ‘The fortieth regiment, which lay at the head
of the village, being overpowered by numbers, was un-
der the neceflity of retreating ; but their brave commander,
lieutenant colonel Mufgrave, by his addiefs and a&ivity
contrived to keep five companies together, and took poft
with them in a large ftone houfe, which lay full in the
fiont of the enemy. This gallant conduét arrefted the
Americans in their career, and in the cvent picvent-
ed the feparation of the 1ight and left wings, while
it afforded time to the whole line to get under arms,
The colonel and his party, though furrounded by a
brigade, who at length brought up four pieces of can-
non to the affault, anaintained their polt with undaunted
courage, pouring a dicadful and inceflant fire through
the windows, till they were relieved by major general
Grey and three battalions of the left wing, who were
vigoroufly fupnorted by brigiher general Agnew at the
head of the tourth brigade. 'Tne engagement tor fome
time was very warm, whena part or the rignt wing pour-
ing down upon the cnemy from the oppohite fide ot the
village, they retired with great precipitation, but made
good their retreat, with all their artilery, under cover of
a thick fog, which rendered it difficult for the Britith
troops to difcover their movements.  The lofs of the
Americans in thisaétivn was fuppoled to amount to be-
tween two and three hundred killed, fix hundred wouad-

€dy
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ed, and above four hundred made prifoners. General
Nafh and feveral inferior officers were among the flain,
"The Britifh troops allo fuffered feverely. About feventy
wete killed, and in that number unhappily were biiga-
dier-general Agnew and lieutenant. colonel Bird, officers
of diftinguifhed reputation. A few only were taken pri-
foners : but the number of the wounded fell little thort
of four hundred and fifty.

XXXIV. Meafures being foon after concerted between
fir William Howe and his brother for removing the ob-
ftrutions of the river, and the Britifh army having with
drawn from German Fown to the vicinity of Philadel-
phia, for the greater convenicnce of fituation, a ftrong
body of Heﬂ%ms was lentover Cowper’s Ferry on the
twenty-fecond of Oétober to ftorm the fortie(s of Red-
bank, whilft the fhips and batteries on theother fide were
to carry on their attacks againft Mud Ifland, and againft
feveral gallies and armed veflels which the enemy had
ftationed there. Though nothing could exceed the good
difpofitions made for thefe feveral attacks, nor the exer-
tions of vigour and courage difplayed both by the land
and naval forces on theiu different elements, yet the cn-
terprife not only failed of fuccefs, but was in every re-
fpeét unfortunate, The Heffians, after a_defperate en
gagement, were repulfed with prodigious {laughter ; and
the men of war and frigates, though they made their
way through the lower barrier, could not bring their fire
to bear, with any great effect, either on the principal
woiks, or on the enemy’s marine. The Augufla man,
of war and Merlin floop were ftranded in avoiding the
chevaux-de-frize, and the Augufta was by accident
blown up, but the greater part of the officers and crew
were faved. On the fifteenth of November, the attack
was 1enewed with a more fonn.dable force ; and the ar-
tillery of the enemy being completely filenced towards

_evening, the garrifon retired in the night acrofs the
_fiver in boats to Red-bank, which was alfo foon after
evacuated.  The chevaux-de-frize were now weighed
with no fmall difficulty, and the free pavigation of thg

Delaware
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Delaware was reftored ; but as winter was advancing
very faft, no farther military or naval enterprifes of mo-
ment were attempted in that quarter during the fhort 1e-
mainder of the feafon*.

XXXV. The operations in the fouthern or central pro-
vinces, however extenfive, did not include all the great
objeéts of the campaign. The war on the fide of Ca-
nada and the Lakes was to be renewed with double vi-
gour, Its conduét was intrufted to general Burgoyne,
who had pafled the preceding winter in England, and
after concerting with the miniftry the plan of the in.
tended expedition, returned early in the fpring to Ame-
rica, with a commuflion appointing him commander in
chief of the northern army beyond the limits of Canada.
This appointment mult have given the jultelt offenceto fir

* Sir William Howe has been very feverely, and
perhaps too juftly cenlured for his ination. Wathing-
ton had removed to the diftance of about twenty-fix
miles, and taken poft at a place called Valley Fuige,
where his foldiers, who were equally deftitute of
tents and of proper winter clothing, had no refource
but to build huts in ti.e woods, to thelter themlelves
from the inclemency of the weather : a dreadful mor-
tality raged in his hofpitals ; and the fupplies of pro-
vifions werc extremcly feanty and precarious: his
numbers were alforeduced by perpetual defeitions, fo
that in three months he had not four thoufand men,
and thefe by no means to be teimed cite@tive. He
continued in this infium -and dangerous ftate from De-
cember to May, during all which time his camp might
have been ftormed or befieged, with the moft inviting
probabulity of fuccels. But fir Willian Howe, with
fourteen thouland well-appointed troops, lay quict at
Philadelphia, where the whole winter was fpent in
diflipation. A wantof difcipline and proper fubordi-
nation pervaded his aimy ; and if hunger and diteafe
thinned the Americans at Valley Forge, indolence and
luxury did no lefs wjury to the Bnitith forces at Phila-
delphia. Fortune had placed the enewny within theiwr
grafp ; but their dilatory commander feemed unwilling
to [eize the proftered advantage. Guy
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Guy Carleton, who, in all the complex and haeardoug
opeations of the former campaign, had aéted with equal
vigour, judgment, and fuccefs. From his long refidence
in Canadda, he knew more accurately than general Bur-
goyne the fituation of the countiy, the manners of the
inhabitants, and the extent of its refources; and he
unitgd gieater authority with moie imlitary experience.
He wowd have been more aware of the difhculties to be
encountercd, and better prepared to furmount them.
But genual Bugoyne happened to be a member of par-
Jiameat 5 and it was one of lord Noith's greateft weak-
nefles, one of thofe miserable expedients which he too of-
ten fubltitured for grandeur of defign, to beftow fome of
the moft important employments, both military and
naval, on men who were 1n the habits of oppofing his
meatures with the greatelt afperity.  Thus the deareft
interefts of his country weie fiequently facrificed
to the pitiful policy of fecuring himiclf, or of weak-
ening the furce of parliamentary attack.  {t is but juft-
tice, howevir, to the minifter to obluive, that nothing
was wanting on his part to promote the fuccefs of the
expedition m other 1efpc@ls. A large body of veteran
troops was lent hom Iingland well provided with every
neceffary ; and gieat quantities of warlike ftores were

«alfo tran(mitted, in order to fupply thofe inhabitants
who were expeéted to declare in favor of the Britifh caufe,
General Burgoyne’s  utmoft with was confindd  to
eight thoufand regwars, a corps of watermen, two
thoufand Canadizns, and a thoufand favages, When
he muftered his army in Canada, he found himelf
at the head of feven thoufand one hundred and fuven-

, ty-thiee Butilh and Gaman  troops, exclufive of the
corps of artillery s tue other fubaidinate auxiliaries
exceeded the number he had required, particularly
with refpeét to the Indians, feveral nations of whom,
inhabiting the back fettlements of the province and the
borders of the Lakes, had refolved to take up arms

- pgainft the Americans. The acceptance of their fer-
vices has been loudly condemned as abhorrent to ;‘eligigr;

- an
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and humanity ; but it may be urged in extenuation of
the feeming atrocity of the meafure, that geoeral Bur-
goyne was induced to adopt it fiom a knowledgc of thew
chara&er, and a well-grounded fuppofition that, if he
1cfufed their offers, they would inftantly join the cnemy.

"XXXVI. All the neceflary preparations being com-
pleted, general Burgoyne and his army fet out fiom St
John's on the fixteenth of June, and procecding up Lake
Champlain, landed a Jittle to the northward of Crown
Point, where he met the Indians in congrefs; and, in
compliance with their cuftoms, gave them a war-feafl,
and made a fpeech to them, the defign of which was ta
diteét their militmy aidor to proper objeéts, and to mi-
tigate their natuxulyfcrocity. He foon after iffucd a pro-
clamatien or manifefto, in which he. thiove to infpire the
contumacious with terror, and to revive in their minds
every latent impreffion of fear, derived fiom a knowledge
of the ci1yel operations of the favages, whole numbers
were accordingly magnified; and their eagernels to be let

- loofe on their prey deferibed with uncommon energy : the
force of that great power, which was now f{pread by fea
aud land to embrace or to crufh every part of America,
was difplayed in lofty, or rather bombaftic language
the rebeﬁion with its effefts, and the condutt ot the pre~

{ent governors were charged with the higheft coloming,

and exhibited a moft hideous piélurc ot unparalleled injui-
tice, cruelty, perfecution, and tyranny: encouragement

and employment were aflued to thofe, who, with a

difpofition and ability fuited to the purpole, thould affitt
in re-eftablifhing lega! government: protection and fecu-
rity weye held out to the peaceable and indufliious, who
continued in their habitations; and all the calamities and
outrages of war, arrayed in their moft dreadful forms,
were denounced againft thofe who perfevered in their
hoftility. Such impolitic menaces, to give them the fofteft
name, had no other effet than that of roufing theindig~
nation of the rebels, and impelling them to the moft def-
perate refitance.

* XXXVII. Aftera fhort ftay at Crown Point, the

Vou, 111, Q. . army
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army embarked again on the lake, and continued thuir
courfe to Ticonderoga. Here the Americans appeared
to be in great force, and had beftowed infimte Jabour in
repairing the old works and adding new ; fo that the
ficge of the fortrels was confidered as an enterprife of no
fmull hazard and difficulty.  But on the approach of the
Englith and their ercétion of fuch wutksas were nccefluy
for the inveftment of the place, it was tuddenly evacuated
in the mght of the fitth of July, the gariifon reticating
by land, and fending thar baggage, provifions, and
ftores in batteaux up the South river to Skencfborough,
No fooner had the firlt dawn difcovired the flight of the
enuny, than picparations weie made for a vigorous pur-
fuit Loth by land and water.  The greatudt part of their
naval force was caprured or deftroyed by general Bur-
goyne near the ialls of Skenefborough ; and the rear of
the tugitive ariny was overtaken next morning, and en-
tirely defeated by bragadier-general Frazer, aher anob-
fhinate aftion in which the Biitifh had about a hundred
and twonty killed and wounded, but no otficer of rank
exeept hiyor Grant: the Awmericans loft their cylonel,
befides Several other officers, and above two hundicd inen
killed: . hout the fune number were taken pritoners ;
and it wa. fuppofed that not lefs than fix hundied wounded
died in the woods : the van, communded by general St.
Clair, fled with the utmoft precipitation to Fort Edward
on the North or Hudfon's Ruver, where geneial Schuyler,
commander in chicf of the American northeinarmy, had
fixed hus head quarters.

XXXVIII. General Burgoyne refted his troops for
fome days at Skenefborough, and then fet off’ with an
intention of taking theioad that leads to Hudfon's River,
and thence to Albany, in order to open a commaunication
with Lake Gzorge, onwhich he h:u{)cmbarkcd the heavy
artillery and baggage. In this undataking the men had
infinite difficultics to encounter. Swamps and morafics
were to be pafled, and bridges to be conftruéled not only
over creeks, but over ravines and gullics. The roads
were allo to b cleared of forck trees, which had been

cut
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cut down for the purpofes of obftruction, and were laid
acrofs with their branches intcrwoven. Notwithflanding
all thefe obftacles in a fultry feafon of the year, and ina
clofe country, which the numerous infeéts render almoft
intolerable to Europeans, the royal army enduied the fa-
tigue with the utmoft chearfulnefs. Their commander
was juftly blamed for putting their {pirit jnd perfeverance
to fo trying and 0 uiddels a proof, when, by retwining
to Ticonderoga, and embaiking again on Lake George,
he niight eafily and far more expeditioutly have proceeded
to Fort George, whencethere was a waggon-1oad tothe
place of s deftination, Foit Edward.  But he faid,
¢ that a retrograde motion would have checked the vigor
and animation of his troops.” It was fortunate, loww
eva, that the enemy were at that time incapable of mak-
iy any attempts to harafs them in their maich; but the
delay occafioned by (o ill-chofen a route afforded the
Americans time (o recover from their firft pantc, and to
recruit their fiength.  On the advance of the Britith
troops, they retreated down the 1iver to Saatoga, where
genaial Schuayler was jomed by a re-inforcement of men
and artillery under the command of Arnold ; atter which
the whole body was judicioufly pofted in a ceniral fitua-
tion, on an ifland in the fhape of an half-moon, called
Sull Water, about eight miles from Albany. General
Burgoyne’s army did not reach Fort Edward till the
thirticth of July; but the joy withwhich the fight of the
North River, {o long the object of their hopes and wifhies,
infpired the tioops, feemed to be confidered as an ample
compenfation for their time and .labours. They now
bent all their efforts to bring forward provifions and ftores
from Fort George, in order to forma magazine for their
fubfiftence in their farther progrefs through the wild,
uncultivated country they had yet to traverfe.  So inef-
fctual, however, were their utmoft cxeitions, that on
the fitteenth of Auguft they had only four days provifion
in ftore ; and the general, underflanding that large fup-
plics of cattle, coin, and other neceffaies for the ule of
the enemy, were colletted at Bennington, about tv;cnty

Qz . our |
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tour miles to the eaftward of Hudfon’s river, detached
colonel Baum at the head of fix hundred men to fw prife
the place, he himfelt moving with the 1¢tt of the amy
up the caftern bank of the siver, and encamping nearl
oppofitc to Smatoga. The colonel finding his deftination
difcovered, and his force wholly inadequate to the pui~
pole, halted on thefecond day’s march within feven miks
ot Bennington, whcnee he communicated intelligence of
his fituation to general Burgoyne, who fent another party
of five hundied Germans, under lieutenant colone] Brey-
man, to his affiltance. But the commanding officer at
Bennington, being now joined by a body of a thoufand
men from New Hampfhire and Maffachuft, who hap-
pened to be then on their route to general Schuylers
camp, advanced with the utmoft rapidity, fuirounded
colonel Baum’s fmall ccrps, forced their intienchments,
made themielves mafteis ot their cannon, and after a brave
refiltance inwhich Baum and the greater part of his aflo-
ciates fell, compelled the 1eft to take fhelter in the woods.
Breyman, ignorant of this difafter, cameup juft in time
to join the fugitives of the former detachment; and being
fuddenly attacked, was hardly able to etfeCt a ictreat,
even with the lofs of his artillery, and with ranks dread-
fully diminifhed. Six hundred men were faciificed in
this unfortunate expedition, the certain iffue of which
had been ftiongly pointed out to the commander in chief
before it was undertaken*. In the mean time, colonel
St. Leger, who commanded a feparate corps on the Mo~

* A loyalift, who was to accompany colonel Baum
as his guide, ftated to gencral Burgoync that the cx-
pedition required a force of not lefs than 3000 men j
Afor the roads were very bad, and the tardinefs of the
German method of marching wouid, heknew, enable
the enemy to prepare for theirreception.  Theideanf
fending Germanson a fervice, which required the ut-
mofit rapidity of motion, was alfo oppofed by feveral
Englifh officers, and particularly by general Frazer,
who not only remonftrated with the commander in
chicf, but even reduced his remonftrance to writing.

hawk
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hawk River, and had in conjunlion with fir John
Johuton and a great body ot Indians invefted Fort Stan-
wix, was obliged by the defertion of the {avages to 1ufe
the fiege, lcaving behind hun his aitillay and ftores.

XXXIX. Atthisperiod, gencral Gates was appoint-
ed to fuperfede Schuyler in the command of the north-
ern army, which was now become tormidable in nuin-
bers, and was alfo n high fpirits on account of the late
fuccefles.  General Burgoyne, having by uniemitting
induftry colletted ahout thirty days provifions, 1clolved
to crofs the river, which he etfected by means ot a bridge
of hoats, on the thitteenth and fourteenthof S:ptember,
and encamped on the heights of Smatoga, the enemy not
receding from their pofition at Stll Water.  His far-
ther movements weie greatly retarded by a heavy trajn
of artillery, and by the almoft impaflable ftate of the
roads, m confequence of fome late heavy rains, befides
their being interfeéted with creeks, which made a con-
tinual reprir ot bridges unavoidable. At lengthy on
the nincteenth of September, the Amecticans advanced w
{mall dittance fiom their camp to meet the royal army ;
and, after an aétion, which continued fiom three in the
afternoon till fun fet, and has feldom been fm paffed either
in vigour of attack or fiimnets and intrepicdity of refif-
ance, the Britifh troops weie lett mafters of the ficld of -
battle, but without detwving any other advantage fiom
the encounter, the lols on exch fide being nearly equal,
and the Americans having actived, mwot becaufe they
were conquered, but becaufe the clofe of day-light made
n retreat to their camp neceffary.  “Ihe royal anny lay
all night or their arms, and in the moining took a pofition
within capnen-fhot of the eneny, foititymng their right
wing, and exiending their lett to the banks of the river.
But their force was confiderably weakened by the difin-
chnation of the {avages to ftay any longer, They had
been difappointed in their hopes of plunder ; and the check
which had been reccived near Bennington and at Fort
Stanwix, as well a- the Iate tharp and undecitive contelt,
chulled the asdor and enthufiatm which they had at furlt

Q3 munitefted,
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manifefled. The fealon for hunting was alto ayrived ;
aud never do they on any pretencé forego it.  They ac-
cordingly withdrew their aflittance, and deferted general
Burgoyne, deaf to every confideration of lionor, and w»
moved by any reprefentations made to them of the diftrels
in which their fecc{ion would involve him. At this c1i-
fis, he received a letter in ciphet from general Clinton,
intorming lum of a defign to make a diverfion in his {a-
vow by an expedition up the Nurth river; which he, in
reply, wged that officer to the iminediate performance
of, decluing his intention to wait for {fome favorable
turn of affars in his prefint poft till the tweltth of Octe-
bus  Such an attempt was, indeed, made caily in the
month by general Clinton, who, at the head of three
thoufand men, accompanied by a fuitable naval force
under commodore Hotham, proceeded againft forts €lin-
ton and Montgomery on the lower paits of theiver, and
took them by ftorm.  An immenfe boom ot ralts ex-
ten wne from fhore to fhore, and fhengthined by a chain
which alone was fuppoled to have coft the Americans
fitty thoufand pounds, was alfo broken through ; after
whch fir James Wallace, with a flying fquadron of
light fiigates, and general Vaughan, with a confider-
able detachment of troops, continuzd for feveral days
their excwfion up the river, carying tenor and de-
fauftion wherever they swent,  But in the profecu-
tion of this enterprife, though conduéted with great
fpirit, ability, and fuccels, they fuftained fome fevere
lofles; and being alfo appichenfive that their communi-
gation with New York would, in the end, be cut offy.
they determined to return, and not to 1ifk any farther
attempts in faver of the northernarmy, with the extieme
dittic{les and perilous fituciion of which they were alfo
at that time unacquainted *,

* All gencral Burgoyne’s meilages to fir Henry
Clinton implied not only the poftiibility of retreating
to Canada, buteven of forcing his way onward to Al«
bany, 1f affured that the communication between Al-
bauy and New Yok could he kept open.

XL, General
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XL, General Burgoyne’s difiiculties began now to
increate daily.  The enemy had augmented their ftrengtly
in fuch a manner as to render the poffibility of his re~
treat extremely precarious. His aimy was reduced to
little more than five thoufand men, who were limited to
half the ufual allowance of provifions. The horfes were
perifliing for want of torage, and no intelligence was re-
ccived of general Clinton’s approach. In this ftate of
alarm and almoft of defpair, the general himfelf made a
movement to the right with a detachment of fiftcen hun-
dicd men, in order to difcover if there were any means
of furcing a paflage. The Americans, petceiving the
{ines weakened by this movement, fell with the utmoft
fury upon the left and center of the Biitith aimy, which,
being totally overpowered by numbers, were compelled
to retive within their lines.  They had fcarcely entered
them, when the eneny, eagerly purfuing their fuccefs,
ftormed them in diffeient pasts with uncommon fiercenefs,
under a heavy and well-fupported fire of artillery, grape
fhot, and mufquetry. Arnold, who Jed on the attack
with lus ufual impetuofity, being giicvoufly wounded,
his paity, after long and repeated efforts, wererepulfed.
But the Ameticans were more fuccefsful in another
quarter, having forced the intrenchments defended by
the Geiman truops, who were totally 10uted, with the
lofs of their bagguge, tents, and artillery, General
Frazer, colonel Bicyman, and feveral other officers of
note fell on this untortunate day : a confiderable number
were wounded : the enemy took about two hundred pii-
foners § and, what was to them of the greatcft conie-
quence, they obtained from the fpoils of the field a large
fupply of ammunition, under a fcarcity of which they
had long labowied.  As they had al'o made a lodgment,
in confequence of the defeat of the German troops, ge-
neral Burgoyne felt the neceflity of an immediate change
of pofition; and the whole army removed to the heights
in the rear of their foimer encampment, with aftonithing
order, coolnefs, and fecrecy, amidft the horrors of a
night (o fatally uthered in, and accompanied with cir-

.. cwinftances
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cumftances of uncommon peril.  Next day, (October 8)
thofe brave men, being fenfible that nothing lcfs than a
fuccetsful and decifive adtion could extricate them fiom
their pre(ent difhcualties, 1epeatedly offued Dattle to the
enemy,—but without effcét.  The latter wue bent on
other means of fccwing a more ealy victory, by turning
general Bmgoyne's night, fo as to enclofe him on all
fides.  ‘The moment be difcovered their intentions, he
quitted his new pofition on the heights, at nine o’clock
in the evening, and fell back to Saiatoga, where he found
the pafles already occupivd by the Americans. The
farther fhores of the river weve alfo lined with numerous
detachments of troops, which, with the afliflance of their
battcaux, entircly commanded the navigation; fo that
no meuns of efcape feemed left but by a1apid noéturnal
march to Fort Edwaid, each foldier bemng oidered to
cairy his piovifion on his back. But while prepara-
tions were making for this purpofe, intelligence was re-.
ceived that the encny weie fhiongly intrenched oppolite
the fords at Fort Edward, and that the Ingh grounds be-
tween Fort Edward and Fort George weie alfo every
whete fecured and fortified.  “The attempt was there-
fore coniidered as hopelels ; and the ftock of provifions
being neatly exhaufted, it was 1efolved at a council of
war, on the thitteenth of Otober, that terms of capitu-
Iation fhould he propofed to general Gates.  The Ame-
1ican commander at fift diCtated fome conditions too hu-
miliating to be acquicfced in.  The fult article ftated,
that ¢ general Buigoyne’s army being exceedingly 1e-
duced by 1epeated defeats, by deftition, ficknefs, &ca
their provifions exhaufted, their military horfes, tents,
and baggage taken or deftroyed, their retreat cut off,
and then camp inveited, they could only be allowed to
furrender prifoners of war. ~ Burgoyne very nobly re-
plied, ¢¢ that his atmy, however reduced, would never
admit that their retieat was cut off, whilc they had arms
in their hands.”  Another of the harth, but rejeéted
conditions was, ¢¢ that the troops under general Bur-
goyne’s command fhould be diawn up in their encamp-

ment,
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‘ment, and there ground their aims.”  Burgoyne’s an-
fwer was tinly heroie. ¢ This wticle,” faid he, ¢ is
inadmiffible in any extremity. Sooner than this army
will conlent to ground their arms in their encampment,
they will rufh on the enemy, detesmined to take no quars
ter.”  But Gates was too biave a foldier to infift on fuch
terms.  After a fhort negociation, a convention was con-
cluded, by which it was agreed that the Britith aimy
theuld maich out of the camp with the honours of war,
and then lay down their aims; and be allowed a freeem-
barkation from Bofton to Kurope, upon cendition of
their not ferving again in America during the prefent
waur, unlels exchanged by cartel. It is faid, that when
they piled theh aims, the genciofity of the American
commander would not fuffer an individual to leave his
camp to witnefs the fad fpeftacle. Congrefs did not af-
tetwards aét with the ke honor, but furpended the exes
cuation of the ticaty, and detained the Britifh troops at
Bofton, under the meaneft and moft futile pretences,
Such was the melancholy cataftrophe of an army confift-
ing, at its departure from Canada, of above ten thou<
fand men, but reduced by the fword, by famine, hard-
thips, and dilfcafe, to little more than half the original
number.

XLI. The unfortunate Burgoyne, reduced from the
lofty language of his manitefto to the fhile and detence of
reciimination, cndeavoured to lay the blame of his mif~
carriages upon fir William Howe, for not having fent a
force for co-operation up the North River to Albany ;
on lord George Germaine, for having tied up his hands
by the peremptory tenor of his orders 3 and om the flow-
nefs with which the Germans had marched to Benning-
ton, the fouice of his diftrefles.  But in reply to fuch
excufes it was urged, ¢¢ that the force put under his
command for the intended expedition was nearly, if not
tully equal to what he himntelf had requircd ;—that he
ought not, on any deubtful profpedt of a co-operating
army from New York, to have given up his communi-
tation with the Lakes ;—and that his conduét in l'cml}pg

)
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{o fmall a detachment to Bennington, and this confifting
of foreigners, and of all forcigners the floweft n their
motions, was an abfwdity bordering on infatuation.™
Every ftage of the enterprife, as well as its final iffuc
fcemed alfo to countenance the general opinion of mili-
tary men, that he had cairied along with him a quan-
tity of artillery totally Incompatible with that celerity of
movement on which his {uccels depended @ it a juntture
afterwards wofe which feemed to demand that formidable
appaiatus, it was the very conveyance of fo heavy a
tiun which cieated the neceflity ot employing it : “the
operations of the army were reftrained by the tardy pro-
refs of the aitillery 5 and the enemy had time to 1ecover
trom their firft alarm, and to rally theiv difperfed forces
had Burgoyne made a vapid advance, he would neither
have round wen to oppole, nor works to interiupt his
mich ; inftead of which he not only embarraffed himfelf
with thofe fatal incumbrances, but from a puerile objec-
tion to ¢¢ 1ctiograde motions,”™ made choice of a route
calculated to increale cvery delay and to augment every
difficulty, ¢ If general Gates himfelf,” it was faid,
¢¢ had direéted his operations, hecould not have planned
meafures more conducive to the completion of his own
views: the flight frem Ticonderoga had made fuch an
dmpiuflion on the fpirits ot the Americans, that it was
impofiible for any of their commanders immediately to
colleét an army, or to infpire them with that confidence
which is neceflny to enfure fuccefs ; but, in time, the
impieflion would wear off, unlefs it was continued or re-
newed by the rapid movements of theroyal troops : when,
on the contiary, thefe troops were feen wafting days,
-weeks, and months, without making any progrefs, itis
no wopder that the enemy rccovered their fpirits, and
affembled in much greater f{)rce than ever. In the whole
of genetal Buigoyne’s vindication,™ it was obfcrved,
¢¢ his method was to ftate a neceflity for every one of his
neafures taken fingly, and not as links of one chain, or
fyftem of action, taking care to pafs ever one material
cicumnftance, that the alledged neceffity originated,h on
is
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is own.pait, from fome previous omiffion or blunder.™
Heappeared to advantage only when adjufting the terms
of the capitulation : he then fuftained the chaiadter of a
brave though unfortunate cominander with becoming dig -
nity and firmnefs : his deportment after the furrender of
his army, was as pitiful, as his conduét Letore that me-
lancholy event was weak, prefumptuous, and 1eprelien-
fible. Having been permitted by congiels to come to
England on his parole, he afterwaids refuted to go back
and join his captive umy ; thiew himfelf, hike other un-
s fuccefstul commanders, into the hands of oppofition ;
railed at the miniftry ; and introduced his own conceins
upon every occafion into the debates in parliament, de-
manding a pubhc trial, complaining, even while a pri-
foner to the encmy, that he was denied accefs to the king,
and thar his merit and fufferings were equally unnoticed.
XLIT. As the accounts of this difuftious termiation
of the campaign on the hontiers of Canada had not reach-
ed Lngland belore the meeting of patliament on the twen-
tieth of November, the {peech fiom the throne exprefled
his majcity’s confidence, thatthe fpirit and intrepidity of
his forces would be attended with important fuccels 5
but intimated the neceflity ot preparing for fuch faither
operations as the contingencies ot the war and thie obth-
nacy of the rebels might render expedient: though re-
peated aflusances were received from foreign powers of
their pacific difpofitions, yet as the armaments in the
ports of France and Spain continued, a confiderable aug-
mentation ol the navy was thought advifcable : thefe va-
rious fervices would require lage fupplies ; and nothing,
it was added, could 1elieve the royal mind from the con-
cein felt for the heavy chaige they mult hiing on the
people, but a perfeét convition of their being neceflny
for the welfare and enflential interefts of the kingdom :
at the clofe of the fpeech, his majefty faid, he fhonld
fteadily puriue the meafures engaged in tor the se-elta-
blithment of conftitutional fubordination through the
feveral parts of his dominions ; but fhould ever be watch-
ful for an opportunity of putting a flop to the eﬂ"uﬁorll of
. . the



192 GEORGE 1L, A. D. 1777
the blood of his fubjeéts, and to the calamities of war s
he ftill hoped that the deluded and unhappy multitude
would retuin to their allegiance, and enable him to ac-
complifh, what he fhould confider as the gieateft happi-
nefs of his Lite and the greatett glory of his reign, the re-
ftoration of peace; order, and confidence to his American
colonies,—In the houfe of commons, the addrefs, which
was drawn up in the ufual ftile of perfe€t concurrence,
was oppofed by the marquis of Gianby, who brought
forward an amendment, recommending to his majelty
meafures of accommodation, and an immediate ceflation,
of hottilities, as neceflary for effeting {o defirable a put-
pofe. After a long and vehement difcuffion, this amend-
ment was rejeted by a majority of 243 to 86. ‘The
carl of Chatham was not more fuccefstul in his endea-
vours to {fupport a fimilar ainendment in the houle of
loids.  His tpeech was fuli of thofe bold and glowing

fhiains of declamatory eloquence, for which he was par-
ticularly diftinguifhed, ¢ I will not join,™ faid he, ¢ in
congratulation on misfortune and difgrace.—The
fmoothnefs of flattery cannot avail - - - cannot fave us in
this rugged and awful crifis. It is neceflary to inftrutt
the throne in the language of tiuth. We mult difpel
the delufion and the daiknels which enveope it; and
difplay, in its full danger and true colours, the 1uin that
is brought to our doors.”—He then drew a mclancholy
picture ot what he called the degradation of the glories
of England. ¢ But yeflerday,—and England might have
Slood aganft the aworld : now, none fo poor to do ber reye-
rence !—]1 ufe,” he added, ¢¢ the words of a poet; but
though it be poetry, it is no fi&ion.—France, my lords,
has infulted you : fhe has encouraged and fuftained Ame-
rica:—the people, whom you affeét to call contemptible
rebels, are abetted againft you, fupplied with every mi-
litary ttore, their imerefts confulted, and their ambafla-
doss entertained by your inveterate enemy ; and our mi-
nifters dare not interpofe with effeft.”’—After fome far-
ther obfervations on this head, all tending to roufe the
indignant fpirit of the nation at the fuppoled infu\t.btlh'
noble
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"moble earl was betrayed into a little inconfiftency, by his
cagernefs to prove, that the prefent was the only crifis
of time and fituation for opening a treaty with the Amc-
ricans.  ¢¢ Ln their negociations with Fiance,” faid his
lordfhip, ¢¢ they have, cr think they have, 1eafon to com-
plain: though it be notorious that they have reccived
trom that power impoitant fupplies, and afflitance of
various kinds; yet 1tis certain they expectud it in a more
decifive and immediate degree.  America is in il hu-
mour with France on fome points that have not entirely
anfwered her expectations: let us wifely take advantage
of cvery peflible moment of reconailiation,”—"The con-
fequences of the war, the manver in which it had been
caricd on, and the abfolute impofibility of conqucting
Ametica, triteas thele fubjelts were, 1cceived a glofs of
novelty fron, Ins lordthip's powers ot defeription. ¢ In
three campaigns,” {aid he, ¢¢ we have done nothing, and
fuffered much.—You may f{well every expunee, ftiam
every cffort, accumulate cvary afliftance, tiaftic and bar-
ter wath eviry pitiful German defpot that fells and fends
his fubjeéts to the fhambles of a foreign prince ; your at-
temps will be for ever vain and impotent - -~ doubly fo
from this mescenary aid on which you rely; forit ari-
tates to an incurable refentment the minds of your ene-
mies, to overtun them with the mercenary fons of rapine
and plunder, devoting them and their pofleflions to the
1epacity of hireling cruelty.—Your own army is intect~
ed with the contagion of thefe illiberal allies.—But, my
loids, who 1s the man, that, in addition to thefe dil~
graces and mifchiefs, has dared to authorize and afloci-
ate to our anms the tomahawk and fcalping-knife of the
favage: to call into civilized alhiance the wild and in~
human habitant ot the woods ? to delegate to the mer-
cilefs Indian the defence ot difputed 1ights, and to wage
the boriors of his barbarous waragainft our brethren ?—
Befides thefe murderars and plunderers, let me afk our
miniflers, what other allies have they acquired ? What
other powers have they aflociated to their caufe ? Have
they entered into alliance with the king of the gypfies?
VouL. 111, R Nothing,
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Nothing, my lords, is roo low or too ludicrous to be
confitent with their counfels.”---Betore his lordthip
concluded, he freve once mote to alarm his hearers by
a fighttul view of the extraordinary piepatatious of the
houfe of Bourbon, and defenceluts ftate of the Britifly
empire, not twenty fhips of the Bne, he aflerted, fuffici-
ently manned, the tiver of Litbon in the poffeflion of the
enemy, and the feas fwept by Americon privateers;
whence he infuied, thatnotire thould be lott in propo-
fing an immudiate cellation of hottiitics, and the com-
mencement of a treaty to 1cftere peace and liberty to
America, fiength and happinets to England, fecunty and
permanent profpenity to boith countiics.---In crder to
1emove any impreffion that might b made by fi:ch con-
fident afiertions, and to deaden the effect or that brilli-
ancy of colouring with which the p:iure was ebmoed,
lord S indwich, who rofe to teply, hegan with acknow-
fedging the noble eml’s amazing powers of oratory ; but
very farcattically  remarked, ¢ that oratory wuas one
thing 5 and truth, reafon, and conviction another When
the matter,” continued he, ¢¢ which has now 1wn wiged,
is feparated from the manner and oratorical powers that
lLiave accompanied ity it will moft ceitainly be tound to
contain nothing that can induce your lordfhips to dulent
fiom the ariginal addiefs, - - - nothiny that bears even the
tefumblance of an argument,’’---In confirmation of this
remaik, he fhewed tiom papers in - his hand and docu-
ments not to be difputed, how grofily lovd Chatham had
been deceived with regard to the ftate of the navy. Forty-
two fhips of the hine were in commiflion in Gruat Bri-
tain ; thuty-five of which were completely manned, and
ready for fea at_a moment’s waining. “The force under
lord Howe confifted of fix fhips of the line, befides cighty-
feven frigates, floops and veffels of war, The great
number ot rebel thips taken or deftroyed by our flect on
that ftation, and the very few lofles we had fuftamed in
thofe feas, afforded the beft reply to the exaggerated ac-
count of the ravages and infults of the Amenican piiva.
teers,  ‘The latter had, indeed, annoyed the home trade

. for
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“for a fhoit interval, till the frigates and armed yeficls,
whicii had been fent abroad, could be replaccd.  Be-
tween nincty and a hundied ware now fit for, or on ac-
tual tervice.  With fuch a force, Great Britain could
have nothing to fear fiom any cffeits of Frauce and
Spain, even {uppofing them to be bent upon hoftilities,
contiary not only to their repeated profiflions, but to
evay diflate of found and hLbeial policy.—As to
whot lord Chatham had affinned of our having loft
the port of Lifbon and the alliance of Portugal,
¢ this information,” faid lotd Sandwich, ¢ is per-
fectly new to me. By the laft 1eturn [ have had from
thence, the Invincible, a feventy four gun thip, was
in that pert; and unlefs his lordfhip has bhad fome
Seeret account, that fhe has been either loft, or.faken
by an American prioateer ; I can hardly credit that we
have loft the port of Lifbon. 'The Portuguefe court
have not only given us the moft folemn affmances of
fiiendfhup, and expreffed an abhorience of the unnatwal
conduét of our 1ebellious fubjeéts, but, as a farther proof
of the fincerity of thefe declarations, have foibid them to
enter their pouts, and even confifcated one of their vel-
fels for having endeavoured to difobey the prdinance’.
The other parts of lord Chathain’s fpeech were fhipt in
the fame manner of their impofing iplendors, and werce
proved to be either unfounded in fact, or inconclufive in
point of reatoning, Fiance, fo far from having treated
Gieat Biitain with indignity or infult, had all along
paid the moft refpettful and immediate attention to the
1emontftrances of the latter ; had iffucd orders forbidding
Aumerican privateers to enter her ports with prizes 5 and
had compelled the reftoration of two prizes taken there
centrary to thofe orders and reclaimed.  Even fuppofing
the Fiench or Spanith mimitry to have connived at illicit
traniaétions, and to have afforded underhand afliftance to
the rebellious fubjeéts ot Englwd, would any fiiend to bis
country, ifundei uch circuniftances of peril and diftiefs as
the nobleearl hadepreacnted, with to precipitate it h}toa
war with powers that difclaimed every Loftile intention?

Rz The
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*The employment of forcigne: s in the profecution of the wag
had beién feverely, but molt unjoftly and abludly cenfwied,
If the Americans were applauded tor procuring French of-
ficers todilcipline and command theirtroops;—if prudence
and neceflity were fuppofed to julhify rebels in taking
foreigners into their pay ;—was the mother country to
be denicd the exercife of the fame prudence, when her
vital interefts were at ftake>—Were not veteians of
tried fervice preferable to raw tioops, with whom.the
moft exalted comage could not fupply the want ot mi-
litary habits,~~and was it not mere advifable to call
in the aid ol forcigners than to drain the country of
its moft ufetul hands, and to diftre(s its commerce and
manuftatures 2—But it feems, that the moft heinous of
all crimes was the employment of the Indians j as if this
had been a matrer of choice, not of neceflity.  They
were found in the country, and whoever made war there
muft have them for fiiends or encmies. The Americans
had before tampered with them, and had thained every
nerve to induce them to take an aftive part againft the
royal caufe ; fo that in this meafure, which had bueen
reprobated with fuch waimth of indignation, the Bri-
tith generals only copied the example which had besn
fet, thouyh it failed in the execution, by the immaculate
"and infallible congrefs.—Much declamation- had been
pouted out, and a gieat deal of artifice employed tofotten
Englifhmen into a falfe tendernefs on the ufe of the
{calping-knite and tomahawk : but furely the muiket and
the bayonet were far more terrible inftruments, It was
alfo pointed out as fomewhat furprifing, that the noble
ear], who had exprefled fo much horror at the rapine of
hirelings and the ferocity of favages, did not feem to
beftow a fingle thought on the morc unnatural and bloody
condut of the Americans, who not only plundeied their
own brethren, but exercifed the moft unheard-of ciuel-
ties, for no other crime but merely refufing to join in
alts of uealon, perfidy, ingiatitude, and 1cbellion!—
With fuch arguinents did the lords in office oppofe
loid Chatham's amendment, the terms of which they
demonttrated
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*demonftrated to be equally extiavagant and difgracetul,
To fufpend hoftilities, and propofe to treat with the
Aumcricans as fubjelts, when they had peremptorily in-
filted on the acknowledgment of their independency as
the graat bafis for entering into any negociation, was a
futile, fmeaking proje¢t, which could be produétive on.
Jy of contempt and ndicule. The amendment was there-
tore 1ejetted by a majority of 97 to 285 and the main
quettion on the addiefs being then put, was carried with-
out a divifion.

XLIIT. Fiom thistime to the recefs, and, indeed, dur-
ing the gieater part of the leflion, inquities into the late
conduét and the aGtual ftate of public affaits became the
great object of the oppolition in both houfes. The de-
mand for official papcrs, and for the mivuteft informa-
tion on every topic was urged with .inceflant clamow ;
and every inftance of prudent concealment was argued
as a proof of confcious guilt or weaknefs.  But though
the miniftiy had exprefled their cordial acquiefcence n
fuch inquuies when direfled to proper objeéts, and had
1eadily agreed to motions of that tendency made by Mr.
Fox in the lower, and the duke of Richmond in the up-
per heufe ; yet they alfo declared, that they neither could
nor would cenfent to make difcoveries not lefs inconfif-
tent with all found wifdom and tiue policy, than preju-
dicial to govetnment, and contraiy to the real intaicfts
of the country.  Scerecy was in many cafes the very life
and feul not only of naval or military enterprifes, but of
political plans and negociatiens: the difclofure ot fuch
fecicts would theretore, as the attorney general obleived,
be anact of unparalleled infanity. -

XLIV. Thenews of thecalamitous event at Saiatoga
having reached England in the beginning of December,
lord Chatham, on the fitth of the month, moved that
copies of allorders and inftruétions to general Burgoyne,
relative to the northern expedition, fhould be laid before
the houfe. ‘This motion he introduced with a 1peech of
confiderable length, in which he feemed to fummon all
his powuts of cratory, and all his naturgl vchemence, to

R; the
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‘he dire&t cenfure of the mimfters, and the moft anqua-
ified condemnation of their condu¢t. Lord Littleton
aok the lead in 1eply, and eertainly left the noble earl
ittle reafon te congratulate himfelf on the effet of his
aarangue, or the poignancy of his inve&ives. The mo-
‘ion was rejefted as premature and unparliamentary by a
najority of 40 to ¥9. But lord Chatham, though de-
eated in this attempt, immediately 1eturned tothe charge,
and moved for an addicfs to obtain copies of all the orders
or treaties relative to the employment of the favages,
with a copy of the inftiultions given by gencral Bur-
goyne to colonel St. Leger.  His lordthip never appeared
to gieater difadvantage than in the debate on this fub.
je€t. He had before acknowledged that Indians were em-
ployed in the king’s fcrvice in America during his own
admunithation yer he now reprehended the pradtice in
terms of the utmoft afperity.  ‘I'his inconfiftuncy being
pointed out by the prefident of the council, lord Chatham
reproached hin with petulance and mifreprefentation.
Indians, he confcflzd, had crept into the fervice duiing
the laft war; but their employment had never been fane-
tioned by him in his official capacity. The 1emark was
thercfore a mere quibble; and came, he added, with a
bad grace from one, who, at the time of the tranfaction
alluded to, wasimmeried in pleafure, and indulged him-
felt in all the variety of youthful diffipation. Thekecn-
nefs of lond Gower’s reply could only be compared to the
edge of Michael’s fword, as defcribed by the poet : it
cut the very foul afunder. ¢ Ihave not heen petulant,™
faid he, ¢¢ though others may have been infolent. The
noble earl charges me with quibbling, I have a jutt
right to ictort on him. My diftin@lions were not un-
fair : his are paltry and evaiive. He does not conduct
himfelf with candour: his infinuations are equally illibe-
ral, unmunly, and untrue. The point I with to alceitain
is,---Were Indians employed while he was minitter ? and
does he mean to plead ignorance as an apology tor 4 con-
dudt which he has fo highly condemned —I am frec to
repeat,’ that the neble earl himflf, while at the head of
adminiltration
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. adminjihation laft war, not only employed the Indians,
but employed them under inftruétions and treatiés of the
moft fanguinmy tendency ; and inorder to fhew that this
affertion is not made to catch the public, or to ferve the
purpofe of temporary delufion, I fhall prove what I have
faid by producing, fiom the journals of the houfe, one
of thole tréaties breathing the fpirit of cruelty in a greater
degree than any infiuéions fent out to our commanders
in America fince the commencement of the prefent un-
happy war.”—Here an extraét was read from a treaty
made, while Mr. Piti was fecretary of fate, with an Tn-
dian nation, one coniition of which was, that they flould
kill and fealp cvery Frenchman aho came <withur thewr
country. ~ ‘This flubborn faét admitted but of one 1emark,
on the part of lord Gower. ¢ Though the French,™
aid he, ¢ were then at war with us, 1 prefume, that
neither the noble carl, nor any loid prefent will fay,
that they were moie hoftile or imimical to us than our 1e-
bellious fubjeéts.”” Lord Chatham was evidently con-
founded : ftill, however, he denied that he knew any
thing of the matter, and called upon the noble lord who
at that time commanded in America to declate the truth,
Lord Amherft role with much feeming reluétance, and
owned, that Indians had been employed on both fides—
¢¢ The French employed them firft,"” he faid, * and we
followed the example. Mot certainly I fhould not have
ventured to do {o, if T had not 1cceived oxders to that
purpofe.”  Being farther urged, he added, ¢ I was de-
fired to wmake ticaties with the Indian powers—I wug
charged with it in my inftru&tions ; a copy of which I
thall be at any time icady to produce, with his majefty’s
permilfion.”—T'he earl of Denbigh was very fevere on
lord Chatham, whom he called ¢ the gieat oracle with
the fhoit memory 3 aflerting, ¢ that the rveturns of the
anny muft have fhewn that the Indians werc employcd
Iaft war; ani that, as his lodfhip, when in office, "al-
ways contended for guidance and direétion, he could not
be ignorant of the matter, if he had not loft his memory.™
Lord Shelbuine made an ingenious attempt to ﬁ.lpg_ort
1S
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his noble friend, and to 1cconcile feeming contraditions,
by fuggetting, that the orders fent at that time to the
commander in America, were probably conyeyed through
the channel of the bomd of trade, and not through that
of the ficretary of ftate.  Loid Chatham eageily fhove
to avail himlelf of fo plaufible a {ubterfuge, and (aid he
was fure, the oidas had not pafled regulurly throngh his
office, and that his late majely had too much humamty
to give his formal {fanétion to fuch a fatanic meafure,
Bur the fallacy of this pretence was tully expofed by loyd
Sutfolk, who obferved that all inftruétions to governcyg
and commanders in chief zeceffurily came thiough the ot -
fice of ficretary of ftate, and were counterfigned by the
king. Lord Suffolk took occalion alfo to explain a re-
mark ot his on the propriety of the mealure mn a formep
debate, which had given aife to the grofleft mifieprefin-
tations. He had then not only infitted on the neceflity
and policy of employing the Indians, but added, th.t
he thought admumiftration would he highly centurable,
it entrufted as they were with the fuppidiion of an unna-
tural rcbellion, they did not ule 2ll the mcans whech
God and nature had put into their hands. Nothing could
be farther from his ideas than the falicly imputed awifh

“ to defend! and fundlify the commaffion ot the incft horsid
barbarities.  There could not be a ftronger prcof that
the aid of the fav:ges was not called intor zny fuch pur-
pofe, than thew deferting general Buigoyne, whan they
found that no fervice they could render would induce him
to connive at {erocity, or to abate of the rigour of mili-
tary difcipline. God and nature turmfhed the means;
but God and nature hkewife reftramed the abufc of them,
‘The tomahawk and {calping knife were weapons of de-
ftruttion: fo were the fword and the bayonet: and when
death was to be the confequence, it availed very little, in
his lordfhip’s opinion, what inftrument was employed
in cffeéting it.—Lord Townfend tock the fame fide of
the quution, and juftified the meafine in the laft, as well
as the prefent war, the example at both periods having
beun fet by the enemy.--- Fhe duke of Richmond having,

1)
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in the cpuife of the debate, denied that any proof could
be given that the Americans had fift employcd, or at-
tempted to employ the favages; the earl of Dunmore,
Jate governor of Virginia, rofe to give the houfe the fulls
eft {atisfaétion on that head.  He declared, that he hims
felf had been attacked by a paity of Indians fet on by
the 1¢bels; and that, at the very beginning of the dif-
turkanccs, the Virgimans had uled evary effort to induce
the favages to join them, but that the chicts of one of the
tribes made this anfwer to their apphcation..--¢¢ What ¢
fhall we fight zgainit the great king over the water, who
in the laft war fent (uch lirge armies, and o much money
hete, to defend you from the devaitations of the Fiench,
and from our attacks ?—=No :—if you have fo little gra-
titude; we willnot affift fo bafe a pwipofe.”—His lord-
fhip added, that the Virginians, finding themfclves thus
difappointed, had drefled up fome of their own people,
like Indians, with a view to terrify the forces under his
command.—The debate continued till eleven o’clock at
night, when lord Chatham’s motion was thrown out by
the previous queftion, the majority being 40 to 18,

XLV. On thetenth of December, the royal affent was
given to the bill for continuing the fufpenfion of the ha-
beus corpus law in certain cales of piracy and treafon ;
and to the land and malt tax bills, thofe ftanding refources
of government. The eftablithments both of the navyand
anny for the enfuing year had been fettled in the houfe
of commons fome days before, grants for maintaining
fixty thoufand feamen and twenty thoufand land forces,
befides foreign auxiliaries, having.been voted in the com-
mittee of fupply. As no bufinefs therefore of immediate
exigency, or which it was ufual to tranfat before the
holidays, remained for the confideration of parliament,
it was determined to procure a fufficient breathing time
by an early recefs, in order to anfwer the different pur-
poles of a recovery trom paft futigue, a reliet from pre-
fent toil, and due preparation for thofe inquiries which
had been agreed to by the tervants of the crown in both
houfes, 1t is alfo probable that the minifhy wanted

fome
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fome leifure to deliberate upon and concert the calficlt and
moft effcStual means of fupplying the place of Buigoyne's
untortunate army, and filling up the chatins which death,
ficknefs, o detertion had miade in the remaining toice in
Ameica.  On the day, therefore, that the above billg
were pafled, and as foon as one of Mr. Wilkes’s extra-
vagant and ill-fuppot ted imotions for the repeal of the de-
claratory law was dilpofed ot by a miajority of ¥60o tq yz,
laid Beauchamp moyed for an adjounment ot the com-
mons to the twenticth of junuary.  So carly und long &
secefs, in the preient fituation of public affurs, was af-
firmed by the gentlemen ot the oppofition to be equally
rafh, hazardous, and unprecedented @ bt when the quel-
tion was put, after a tedious debate, the numbars m fa-
vor of the propoiud adjournment were 155 againft 63.
Next day, a fimudar motion was feareely lefs agitated in
the houfe of lords ; but was fusally catnied by a majority
ol 47 1017.

1778. XLVI, From fome bints thrown cut by loid
Noith in the acbate on the guatien ot adjounment, it
was cvident that the minifthy had turned their thoughts
to fome new ‘lcheme of accommodation: but they muft
alfo have fult the neceffity of making luch pieparations
for the cnfuing campaign, as would cnable them to tieat
With dignity, and to aflert the fovereign nghts of the mo-
ther country with fucceds.  Soon after the arriva) of the
melancholy news fiom Canada, offers weie mede to go-
vernment by feveral perfons of rank uard irfluence to 1aife
segiments by fubfaiption, fuggelting that thete new levies
would foon be adequate toall the purpofes of Bome-defence,
and would, leave adinmifhation at full liberty to fend out
‘the old battalions fiom Gieat Britain and Ireland to pige
fecute the war in America with undiminifhed vigour,
The propofal was in the {pirit of genuine patriotifin ; but
the uncertainty how far that fpirit might extend, and the
deheacy of the experiment rendered 1t advifable to take
fome time to confider the prepricty of aceepting or ep-
couraging fuch offers.  The hrft part of the recels was
fpent by the munbers of the ¢abjact ip variops confultas

tiong .
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tions on'this fubie€t ; and perhaps their final affont to
the meafure was as much influencad by a defiie to ted the
pulfe of the natrion at tins crifis, as by any other inotive
of policy or convenicnce. "Lhole, who had pledged them-
felves for the fupport and fwthaarce of the plan, now
took the moft immediate and cficciual feps, in the places
whete then intaeft ly, Loth to found the difpofition of
the peopley and o give st that ducflion which was ne-
ciflary for the pw pute. Public nectings of towns, couns
ties, and corporate bodies, were callud topether ; and the

s prefent opportunity of thewing then attachment to the
crown was defenbed invery perjuafive language. Man.
chefter and Liverpool were the leaders in this bufinefs, and
«ach foon rasfud a regument ot a thoufand wmen.  Where-
vur the intiigues of faction preventud a concurrince of the
mujority in the propoivd mode of advancing the public
farvice, fubferiptions were cpened by the well-atfeéted
party, to which the 1ich and the zeulous very hberally
centnbuted.  Scotland and Wales weie not backward i
the hke manifettations of their loyalty,  The cities of
Edmburgh and Clafgow followud the example ot Liver-
poct and Mancheter, and raited two segiments.  Seve-
tal mdividuals undertaok and performed the raifing of
regiments i the fhighlands ; and many independent com-
panies were levied in Wales with equal expedition and
alienty.  Such a tefumony of the general fenfe of the
prople was a fource of trefh confidence to the ftrenuous
tuppurtas of the war; and though the very fitt bufinets
taiin up by the oppofition, after the holidays, was what
they cilled an alavmmg 'and unconftitutional atrempt to
Faife a large body of torces without the knowledge orad-
Vice of perhament, yet the minftry not only defended
the perfedt mnocence of the mealure with refpe@ both to
cenftiiution and law, but maintained that the voluntaly
Witclic ted effures of o many loyal fubjeéts, in a moment
of fuppefed diiliefs or dangur, were grounds of the jutt-
oft exultation. ¢ Tt was no finall comfort and encou-
rageracat,” faid they, ¢ to perions intiufted with the

Juanagement of public affairs, to find that the gencial opis
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nion ¢ntertained of their conduét and meafures was not to
be influenced by contingencies, nor to give way to thole
unexpeted and unlucky accidents, which no lagacity
could forelee, for human wifdom provide agamft: 1 muit
alfo afford a pleafure pecuhiaily grateful to every true En-
ghthman, to fee the {pirit and tortitude ot the people rife
with thewr ditficulties, and, in the prefent ftate of public
emergency, fhine out in fo confpicuous a manner,”—
The dcbates on this head were {icquently renewed with
unufal heat in both Roufes ; but the oppofition were fotled
in all their efforts to get fome cenfure pafled on fo Jaud- -
able a proceeding, as the otfers made by a numerous and
very loyal pait of the people to fhiengthen the hands of
government, and to fupport with thar perfons and their
puries the conttitutional authority ot Great Britain over
het rebuilious {ubjeéts in America,

XLVII. From the mannet, in which Mr. Fox opened
the mquiry mto the ftate of the nation in a grand com-
mittee of the houle of commons on the fecond of Febiu~
aiy, it was ealy to perceive that his only objet and that
of the whole puity was to goad minifters with the tharpe(t
ftings of invective ; to leflen the public confidence in their
counfcls ; and not only to interrupt, but to fuperfede,
if poffible, all the weighty conceins of the empire by
the inceffancy of factious ftiife and of perfonalaltercation.
He entered into a long review of the incatures which led
to the war, and of the manner in which it had been con-
dudteds ¢ It was mnpofliole,” he faid, ¢ forany coun-
try to fall within fo tew years fiom the high pitch of
power and glory which we had done, without fome radical
error in its government.— The prefent calamitous fate of
the nation was te be traced to the blind obftinacy and
wretched incapacity of its mimifters, who avou/d not liften
to any oveituies of conciiation,—who could not carry
into effedt any plan of coercion.”—His whole fpeech
was in this frain.  Itrolled along like a torrent, equally
impetuous and turbid, He concluded with remarks on
the tolly and danger of leaving Great Britain detence.
Jels ; and moved for an addreis to hus majelty, that ng

more
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anore of-the old eftablifhed national forces fhould be fent out
of the kingdom. Mr. Fox and his friends were much dif-
appointed at the effedt of this {peech.  Allhis vagueand
violent charges weie received by the miniders with con-
temptuous filence.  No reply whatever was made ; but
the queftion was immediately put, on the addrefs, and
negatived by a majorityof 259to 165, A motion nearly
to the famc purport, and made on the fame day ina fi~
midar committee of the whole houfe of lords by the duke
of Rickmond, was rejefted, after fome debate, by a
majority of exatly three to one, the numbers being
only 31 for the motion againft 93 who oppoted it. Any
farther detail of the almott infinite variety of motions and
votes of cenfure which were {ubmitted to thofe commit-
tees in both houfes by the principal {peakers of the mino-
rity, would be extiemely tedious and uninterefting.
The debates contamed nothing more in fubftance than a
repetition of the old topics and the old arguments, how-
ever diverfified in form by the efforts of ingenmity and
eloquence.  “T'he obftinacy of cne paity could only be
equalled by the feemingly inexhauttible paticnce of the
other.

XLVIIT. In the midft of thefe altercations, which
untor tunately took up the greater part of the tine and
attention of parliament, lord North gave notice that he
had digefted a new plan of conciliation with 1egard to
America.  After the ufual preparatory fteps, he intro-
duced two bills on the ninetecnth of Februmy, which
were carried through both houfes with great difpatch,
and received the royal aflent on the eleventh of Maich.
By the fuft of thefe, the American tea-aé&t, pafled in the
year 1767, was repealed, and a legiflative declaration
was made, that the king and parliament of Great Britain
would not in future impofe any tax or duty whatioever
payable in the colonies, except only fuchas fhould be
necefluy for the regulation of tiade, with this farther
reftri€tion, that the nett produce of the duty fo impofed
fiould be applied to the paticular ufe of the colony where
it was collcéteds  ‘The objett of the other bill was to

Vou. 11k ] enable
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enable his majefty to appoint commiilioners to treat, con-
fult, and agrec with any aflemblies of men in Ametica,
and even with individuals, concerning any gricvances
exifting in the government of any of the colonies, or in
the laws of Great Britain extending to them, and
concerning any contiibutions to be furnifhed by them,
or any other regulations which might be for the common
good of both countries. But to 1ender any fuch agree-
ment valid, it was necc{Tary that it fhould be aftetwayyds
ratified by parliament. In fome inftances, the commif~
fioners were to be invefted with abfolute power, to pro«
claim, it they thought proper, a ceflation of hoftilities
by fea and land ;—to open an intcrcourfe with the mo-
ther countiy ;—to fulpend the operation of all aéts of
parliament 1elating to the colonies, paffed fince the tenth
of February 1763 ;—and to grant pardons to all delcrip-
tions of perfons. A plan of thiskind, foftrongly marked
by hunuliation, dcbafement, and defpondency, and (o
unlikely tobe attended with any good effect, expofed lord
North and his colleagues to the inputation of a want of
wifdom, as well as a want ot fiimnefs. If the concel-
fions now propoted were proper and advifable, they ought
to have been made at an carlier period, cither before the
fword was drawn, or at leaft before the declaration of
independency rendered it almoft impoffible for the con-
grefs to recede : if, on the other hand, the claims of the
mother country over her colonics waie originally worth
wontending for, the refources of the nation weie not yet
fo far exhaufted as to juftify minifters in relinquifhing
them without a farther ftruggle.

XLI1X. “There vwvas a remarkable contraft between the
{fpirit of pufillanimity which fecmed to have diétated the
new fcheme .of concilation, and the tone of confidence af-
fumed by the minifter at theopening of his budget a few
days after. Hedrew a very pleafing picturcof the ftrength,
wealth, and ftability of the country ; and though he con-
fefed that the arts employed by its enemies to deprefs
the credit of the nation had obliged him to borrow money
for the public fervice on terms fomewhat bigher than

, uhual
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afual, yet he chofe rather to fubmit to this trifling and
temporary difadvantage, than to ritk a bargain which
might ultimately tend to our diferedit. He had held outy
he faic, no falle colours to the lenders,. nor let one {yl-
lable efcape him, inregard to the probabulity oy improbabi-
lity of a war with Fiance, that they might not have it in
their power to reproach him with any peffible contin-
genty : but he did not believe, that the flocks, which had
been lately afteéted by the apprehention of fuch an event,
would fall any lower, were a war aftually declared ; and
he looked forward with rapture to the acceflions which
the finking fund would reccive from the gradual extinc-
tion of exchequer annuities, whence he inferred, that in
general it was better to borrow on higher terms, in a
way that fhould in a courfe of years be adding to that
tund. The votes of fupply for the current year, he ob=
ferved, amounted to fomewhat more than thirtcen mil-
Jions* ¢ the produce of the ordinaty and ettablifhed re-
fources would leave a balance of nearly fix millious un-
provided for: this fum he propofed to 1aife by annuities
in the following manner, viz. each fubferiber of a hun-
dicd pounds to be entitled to an annuity of three per cent.
rudeemable by parliament, befides a farther annuity of
two and a half per cent. for thurty years, and a propor-
tionable fhiare of foity eight thoufand lottery tickets,
which would be exaétly four tickets, at ten pounds each,
for every five hundred pounds fubferibed,  In order to
fecure the inteveft of this loan, he found it neceflary to
propofe two new taxes : the firft was a tax upon houfes
to be regulated by the rent, thofe under five pounds a
year being wholly exempted, but from five t6 fitty to be
rated at fix pence in the pound, and from fitty and up-
wards at one fhilling, to be paid by the occupier : the
other was an additional duty of eight guineas per tun on
all French wines imported, and four guineas per tun on

* Lord North did not include in this ftatement the
grantof one million for difcharging exchequer bills ta
that amount made out in confequence of the vete of cre-
dit pafled the laft feflion.

§2 all
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all other foreign wine. The latter was objeéted to merely
as affefting the commerical alliance fubfifting with Portn-
gal, and as it might produce a tax there on Britith
manufactures. Bue the new houfetax gave rife toa warm
debates  The gentlemen in oppofition afferted, that it
was not only a land-tax in effect, but that it would alfo
be found exceedingly grievous and difproportionate :
tradelinen ot every dcnomination were obliged throiigh
neceffity to take houles commodioutly fituated, however
high the rent mightbe : hence it was evident that by mak-
ing the rent the criterion of the occupier’s circumitances,
the heaviuft burthens would often be impofed on thofe
who were leatt able to bear the preffure,  Thelfe objec-
tions, however plaufible, were not deemed conclufive.
Ingenuity might in vain exert itfelf in devifing new taxes
which would not prove in fome degree uncqual : itis very
difficult to come at the real property of individuals: a
financier can only be guided by vifible figns of ability :
and as the rent affords the faireft eftimate of the value of
a houfe, the occupier has no right to complain, that the
opinion of his ciicumftances fhould be regulated by the
fame ftandard.

» L. As foon as the refolutions propofed by lord North
were agreed to by the committee, Mr. Gilbert, who was
himfelt in office, and clofely connetted with one branch
of miniftiy, moved, that ‘the better to enable his ma-
jelty to vindicate the honour and dignity of his crown
and dominions, in the prefent exigency of affairs, a tax
of five fhillings in the nound be laid ‘on all falaries and
penfions iffuing out of the exchequer, during the con-
tinuance of the war, The motion was cairied by 100
apainft 82 voices in the committee; but on the eport
next day [March 10] it was rejected by a majority of fix,
the numbers upon a divifion being 147 to 141 who fup-
ported the quettion.

LI. The condut of France and Spain had for fome
time been an objet of juft fulpicion. In the midit of atl
their affurances of friendfhip for Great Britain, a fraud-
ful intercourfe with America was carried on j fupplies
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- of moncy, arms, and ammunition were clandeftinely con-
veyed beyond the Atlantic; while their ports and dock-
yards in FEutope refounded with the butle of hoftile pre-
paration.  Yet it feemed repugnant to every maxim of
common fenfe, that powers who had foreign fettlements
of their own, fhould hecome the abettors of colonial ine
dependency,—fhould teach a leffon and fet an example,
which might very foon and very eafily be direted aganft
themielves.  Befides, the conteft between England and
her provinces exhibited a new and doubttul cafe. It re~
quired no great fagacity to forefee, that if the latter
fhould giow into a leparate empire, it muft caufe a gon~
fiderable revolution in the political fyftem of the uni.
verfc : the fhock would be telt by all the governments of
the old us well as the new world'; and a bare apprehen-
fion of the unknown confequences, which might proceed
trom fo untiied a flare of public aftairs, ought to have
ftaggered the yefolution of any other kingdom, however
immical or ambitious. The motives whicli impelled the
cabmet of Ve faillgs to a& in blind or rather frantic op-
Koﬁ(im\ to thefe plain fuggeftions of policy, caution, and
onor, will be hereatter explained. It is fufficient here
to ftate the fad, that two ticaties, one of commerce, and
another of defenfive alliance, were finally figned at Paris
the fixth of Februaiy in the prefent year, by the cheva-
lier Gerard in behalf of the French king, and by Doétor
Franklin, Silas Deane, and Arthur Lee, on the part of
the United Sates. The firft, as its title impoits, was
intended to regulate the commerce to be carried on be-
tween France and Ameriga; and the principal objeét of
the other was to fecure the fovereignty and 1hdependence
ot the revolted colonjes, The nature of thefe engage-
ments having been formally notified to the court of Great
Britzn on the thuteenth of Maich, a meflage was fent
by the king to both honfes of parliament on the feven«
teenth, to inform them, that a refcript had been delivers
ed by the French ambaflador, containing a direét avowal
ofa treaty of amity, commeice, and alliance, recentl
concluded with Ameiica; in confequence of which of-
S 3 tenfive
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fenfive communication on the part of the court of
Fiance, his maje 1y had fent orders to his ambatlador te
withdraw from that cowmt; and relying on the zea-
lous fupport of his people, was prepared to exert all the
force and refources of his kingdoms, to repel fo unpio-
voked and unjuft an aggreflion.—Addrefivs, which the
oppofition ftrove in vuin to clog with an implied bar-
g for the removal of the minufters, were voted by a
majority of almoft thice to one in both houfes. They
exprefled in tams of uncommonwarmth and encrgy their
indignation at the conduét ot France,—at the entcrprifes
of that eftlels and dangerous fpirit of ambition and ag-
grandizement, which had fo often invaded the rights and
threatened the liberties of Emope: they gave his majelty
the firongeft affurances of their moft zealous afliftance
and fupport: and concluded with declaring their.fiim
confidence, that, in every demonfhation of loyalty to
their king, and of love to their country, his faithful
fubjelts would vie with each othur ; and that no confide-
rations would divert or deter them from ftanding forth in
the public defence, and from fuftaining, with a fteady
perfeverance, any extidordinary burthens and expences,
which thould be found neceffaiy for enabling his majefty
to vindicate the honor of his crown, and to proteét the
Juft rights and effential interefts of his kingdoms.

LII. Ata moment when the old, the hereditary ene-
mies of England were preparing to aflociate their aimg
to thofe of her rebellious colonifts, it became an objeét
of the fuft importance to draw as tight as poflible the
bands of union between the remaining loyal parts of the
empire. ‘The fituation of the Irifh in particular feemed
to require immediate. regard. A kind of left-handed
policy had too long fubjeted the filter kingdom to the
moft cruel, oppreflive, and unnatural reftritions. De-
prived of every incentive to induftry, and fhut out from
every paflage to wealth, fhe had inwardly lamented, but
had never been clamoious or importunate in her com=
plaints.  She had gone the moft forward lengthsin ferv-
ang the interefts, and in defeuding the rights og Qr.ea:

FitaR
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“Butain.  She had aflifted in conquelts, from which the
was to gain no advantage : fhe had emptied her treafury
and delolated her land, to prove her attachment and
loyalty.  Commercial bondage had hithato been the
only reward of fuch conduét. A revifion of the Irith
ttade laws was therefore now propofed by one of the
court party ; and the meafure being cntered into with
great cordiality by moft of the principal members of the
oppofition, the following refolutions were agieed to m a
committee of the whole houfe of commons :—I. that the
Infh might be peimitted to export direétly to the Biinh
plantations, or to the fettlements on the coaft of Anica,
all goods, wates, and mérchandife, being the pioduce
or manutature of that kingdom, or of Great Butam,
wool and wocllens only excepted ; as alfo foreign certi-
ficate goods legally imported :—II. that a dirett impor-
tation into Ireland be allowed of all goods, wares, and
merchandft, being the produce of the Britifh plantations,
tobacco only excepted :—II1. that the direét expoitanion
of glafs, manufattured in Ireland, be permitted to all
places except Great Biitain:—1V. that the importation
of cotton yarn, the manufature of Ircland, be allowed,
duty free, mto Great Britainj as alfo,~—V. the irupor-
tation of Irifh fail-cloth and cordage. Belore any pro-
grefs could be made in the bills founded on thede refolu-
tions, they excited a very great and general alanin amongt
the commercial part of the Britith nation, who feemed
to confider the admittance of Ireland to any paticipa-
tion in trade as equally deftinétive to their property and
fubverfive of thew nghts. The eafter recels afforded
time and opportunity tor prepaiing inftruétions to repre-
fentatives, and petitions agaielt the bills, which foon
poured in from every quarter; and i deferves mention,
as an inftance of mercantile folly and prejudice, that, in
feveral of the petitions, the importation of Irifh fail-
cloth and of wiought iron was particularly fpecified as
ruinous to the fame manufaftures in England ; though
it np(reared, upon enquity, that Ircland had long pof-
£fled thofe very privileges under the fanétion of a pofi-
uye
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tive law, but was fo incapable of profecuting fuch ma«
nufaltures to any purpofe of competition, that great
quantities of both weie annually exported to that coun-
try from England- Hence it was evident, that the pe.
titioners had not felt in 1reality what they dreaded in
idea ; and it might alfo be very fhirly picfumed, that the
othcr matters ot apprehenfion which they fated were as
groundlefs as the former, and weie fuggfted only by ig-
notance, jealouly, anda fpiritof exclufiun.  Thiir fears,
however, had fuch influence on the difpofition of the
houfe, that fome opunings in the Atfrican and Weft In-
dia tiades, and a litele enlargement of the freedom of ex-
portation in a few other triflng aiticles, were the only
conceflions now obtained for Ireland; fo that the mea~
fure, at its final tranfit thiough parliament, could at
beft be confidered but as an earneft of good intention, op
a proof that the mift of prejudice was at length begin-
ning to difperfe,

LI11I. Whilc the plan for affording fome redrefs to
the gricvances of the Irifh was in agitation, a particular
clals of proferibed people in England, who had been al-
mott forgotten in the patience and filence with which for
many years they had endured thehn fufferings, were now
dcftined 10 experience the happy effeéts ot a more en-
lightened policy.  On the fourteenth of May, fit George
Saville moved for leave to bring in a_bill far the 1epeal
of certain penalties impofed by an aét of the tenth and
eleventh of Willium the third, entitled, an a& for pre-
venting the farther growth of Popery ; which penalties
the mover ftated to be, the punithiment of Popith pricfts
or jeluits, as guilty of felony, who fhould be found to
officiate in the ftrvices of their chuich; the forfeituie of
eflate to the next Proteftant heir, in cafe of the educa-
tion of the Romifh poficilor abroad ; the power given ta
the fon, or other neareft relation, being a Proteftant, ta
take pofleflion of the father’s eftate during the life-time
of the proprietor ; and the depriving Papitts of the power
of acquiring any legal property by purchafe. He faid,
that one of his principal views in propofing this repeal

was
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"was to ‘vindicate the honour, and to aflert the principles
of the Proteftant religion, to which all perfecution was,
or ought to be, wholly adveife, However neceflary the
penal laws againft Papifts might have been thought,
whiltt the conttitution was ftrugsling into reform, and
afterwards confirming itlelf in that happy f(cttlement,
true policy, as well o5 the liberal {pirit of Cinittian cha-
rity, now forbade the keeping up fuch ftauding memo-
rials of civil rancour and difcord, and perpetuating a
line of divifion, by which one put of the people being
cut off {iom the nightsof citizens, could fearcely be faid
to poflels any fhaie in the common interety, and were
rendered incapable of forming any part of the common
union of detence, Thofe laws feemed calculated to comn-
pel a confiderable body ot the people to hold an heredis
tary enmity to goveinment, and even to wean them from
all affeftion to their country. Sir George was veryably
feconded by Mr. Dunning, who went into a mafterly
difcuffion of the principle, obje&ts, and paft operation of
the a& which was intended to be repealed.  ¢¢ The pe-
nalt:es in queftion weie difgraceful,’ he faid, ¢ notonly
to religion, but to humanity. They were calculated to
loofen all the bands of fociety,—to diffolve all focial,
moral, and religious obligations and duties,—to poifon
the fources of domeftic felicity,—and to annihilate every
principle of honour.”—The motion was reccived with
fuch high and marked approbation, that thebill founded
upon it pafled without a fingle negative, and foon after-
wards acquired, by the concurrenze of the peers and the
king, the force of a law. .

LIV. No other bufinefs of any confiderable impor-
tance was tranfaéted this feffion, though both houfes
were almoft conftantly engaged in debates on various
fubjeéts of national concern.  Burgoyne’s rcturn to En-
gland biought thz cataftrophe at Saratoga again upon the
carpet; but hus invetives againft the mmiftiy, and his
refufal to go back to hisbrave troops, thoie unfortunate
vi€tims ot his rafhnels and felt-fufficiency, contributed
very little to the vindication of his charaster, The &a;_o

0
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of the home defence and the line of conduét to be puifued
at the eve of hoftilitics with France were alfo fiequent
fubjeéts of difcuffion and inquity. Among the multi-
plicity of motians made on this head by dillerent mem-
bers of the oppofition, one defuives very particular no-
tice, on account of the interefting circumftances with
which it was attended, At the clofe of the grand com-
mittee in the upper houfe, the duke of Richiftond meved
for an addrefs to the king, urging the neceility of in-
ftantly withdiawing his fleets and armies {from the thir-
tecn 1evolted piovinees, and of difimifling his minifters,
as the authors of every public calamity and difgrace. To
fecure the dependence of Amer.ca was now, he faid,
impira&icable: the focner, theictore, we 1elinquifhed
the claim, the better able we fhould be to fave the
1emains of the empire fiom impending deftiuction. Lord
Weymnouth made a4 very animated reply ; butall its energy:
and fprit were foon loft in the fudden blaze of the carl of
Chatham’s expiring gemus.  ‘This nobleman, whofe ex-
tieme bodily weaknefs had rendered it neceffary for him
to be fupported un each fide in going from lns carriage
into the houle, rofe as foon as lord Weymouth fat down,
and began by lamenting, that his infinmities had fo long,
“ and at fo important a crifis, prevented his attendance on
the duties of paliament. He declared that he had made
an cffort almoft beyond the powers of his conftitution, to
comedown to the houfeon this day, perhaps the laft time
he fhould ever be able to enter its walls, to expiefs the
indignation he felt at an idea which he underftood was
gore torth, of yielding up the fovereignty of America,
¢ My lords,” faid he, ¢ T rejoice that the giave has
not clofed upon me; that I am gill alive to lift up my
voice againft the difmeniberment of this ancient and no-
ble monarchy. Piefled down as I am by the load of in-
firmity, Iam little able toaffift my country in this moft
perilous conjun&we; but, my lords, while I have fenfe
and memory, T will never confent to deprive the royal
offspring of the houfe of Brunfwick, the heirs of the
princefs Sophia, of their faireft inheritance ;—and a:q

tarny
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Yanifh the luftre of the nation by an ignominious fure

« render of its rights and pofleflions.—Shall a people fo
lately the terror of the world, now fall proftrate Lefore
the houfe of Bourbon ?—It is impoffible '—I am ndt, I
confefs, well informed of the refou ces of this kingdom
but I truft it has {till fufficient to maintain its juft rights,
though I know them not.~——Any ftate, my lords, is
better than defpair.  Let us at Jealt make one effort : and

* it we mult fall, let us fall like men!”—The duke.of
Richmond expreflicd the highett veneration and efteem for

, lord Chatham, yet immediately added, ¢ if the noble
car] had indecd pointed out the means ot fupporting our-
felves in an unequal contett with Fiance, Spun, and
America, I fhould readily acquiefce in has fentnnents;
but as his lordfhip has not only omitted to point out the
mceans, but has acknow!edged that he knuws them not,
I prefume he will excafe me, if T adhere 0 my former
opmion.”---Lord Chatham attempted to rife aguin;*but
aiter two or three unfuccefsful efforts, prefling his hand on
his bofom, he fell down in a convulfive fit. The duke of
Cumberland, lord Temple, and the other lords near him
caught him in their arms, and helped to remove him into
the Prince’s Chamber.  Medical affiftancebeing inftantly
obtaned, his lordfhip in fome degree recoveied, and
was conveyed to his favorite villa at Hayes in Kent. As
foon as the confufion occafioned by this melancholy inci-
dent fubfided, the duke of Richmond propoled toudjoun
the bulinefs to the following day, which was compli.d
with. ‘I'he refumed debate ferved only to biing nto
tuller view the difference of opinion between the Rock-
ingham and Chatham parties on the {ubjet of'American
independence, the former contending for its recognition
without delay or referve, and the latter depiecating fuch
a meafure as the greateft of all politicaland national evils,
The duke’s motion for an addrefs was rejeted by ama-
jority of 50 to 33,

LV. The firlt appearances of lord Chatham’s recovery
were foon tound to be delufive.  After lingenng a few
weeks, he expived, May the 11th, in the 70th year ot bis

’ agee
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age. .The houfe of commons, on receiving intelligence
of this event, feemed affeéted with thedeepeft fenfibility 5
and a motion, made by colonel Barré, for inteiring the
remains of the deceafed ear) at the public expence, was
unanimoufly agreed to, with the faither addition, pro-
pofed by Mr. Rigby, that a monument fhould be erected
to his memory in Weftmumifter Abbey. Twao days ateer,
the like unanimity prevailed, on a motion for addrelling
thy king, to heg that his majefty would be gracioufly -
pleafed to make a permanent provifion for the late earl’s
tamly, in confideration of his public fervices. The king’s |
ready compliance with this requelt being fignified to the
commons, a bill was brought in and readily pafled, by
which a clear annuity of four thoufand pounds, payable
cut of the civil lift, was to be for ever annext tothe earl-
dom of Chatham, arul the fum of twenty thoufand pounds
was voted for the difchaige of debts and incumbiances.
The ditpofition of honoring the remains o1 memory of
this illuftiious ftatefman was not {o ftrong or fo general
in thé houfe ot lovds. A motion being made by the earl
of Shelburne, on the thuteenth of May, that the houfe
fhould attend the funeral of the late earl, it was direétly
oppolid ; and the members being found equal upon a di-
vifion, amounting to fixteen on each fide, the proxies

*were called for, when the motion was loft by a majority
of ore, there being twenty againft nineteen who fupport-
cd the quettion. The bill for fettling an annvity on the
inheritars of the title of Chatham, notwith(lanaing its
fincoth paffage through the lower houfe, met alfo with
a verv ftrenuous oppofition, at its fecond reading, from
the duke &f Chandos, fiom lord Bathw t the chancellor,
and a tew others, who objefted to what they called an
unwarrantable lavifhing away of the public money, ata
time when the nation was groaming under a heavy load
of debt, and engaged in a dangerous and expeniive war.
They farther expiefed their feais, that a pecedent of
this kind might afterwards be made ufe of for faftious
purpofes, and to the enriching of private famlies at, the
public expence, Tleir objeétions, however, were olvi‘r-
ruled ¢
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“ruled by a majority of 42 to 11 ; and next day, [June 3]
the bill received the royal affent, after which the parlia-
ment ‘was prorogued*, .
CHAP., IV.

1. Rewiew of French Politics, and Caufes of the almof?
Jrantic Coalition awith the revolted Colonies.  11. Events
awbich followed the Elettor of' Bavaria’s Death, 111
Refolutions of Congrefs on recerving the vough Draughts of
the conciliatory Bills.” IV. Gazette publybed in America
on Mr. Deane’s Arrival from Paris withthe Treaties of

, Commerce and Allance. V. Reply to the firft Overtures
made by the Englifh Commiffioners. V1. Governor Fobna
Soone’s unfuccefsful Attempt to call in the Al of private
Friendfhips V1L Farther Proceedings of the Commffioners
before they took therr final Leave of America. VL. Ph -
ladelphia evacuated vy the Bruij Army. 1X. Aétion w
the Vicimty of Freeboid Court-houfe.  X. The Count D' Ef-
taigne foiled in bis Endeavours to co operate with General
Sulbiyan in « Defeent on Rbode Iflaml, XL Acadental
Meeting of fingle Ships belonging to the French and Englyh
Fleets.  X11. Expedition to Buzzard's Bay, and to Mar-
tha’s Kingyard. TXIII. Ships, Storchoufesy and Saltworks
defirayed at Egg Harbour ; and Part of Pulafer’s dme~
rican Legion, and the whole Regiment of Baylor's light
. Horfe cut 1o Pieces 1n differemt mghtly Attacks. X1V,
Redusbon of the Proviuce of Georgra.” XV. A dejultory
War carried on between the Intians and Americans swith
almofi equal Wafle and Cruclty on both Sides. XV,
Great Glory acquired by the bratyh Fleet and drmy at St

* On the fame day, before his majcfty went to the
houfe of pcers, the late attorney general took his feat
by the title of lord Thurlow, baron Athfield; and as
foon as the parliament was prorogucd, earl Bathwmit

. having waited upon the king at St, Jamnes’s, with the
great feal, 1t was immediately prefented to the newly
created baron. Mr. Wedderburne (ucceeded his lord-
fhip'in the officc of attorncy general, thercby making
toom for Mr. Wallace’s appoiatmicnt to that of fol1=
¢itor gencral, T Luaa

« Voiu.lll.
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Lucia. . XVI1. D'Eflaigne blocked up in Fort Royal Har-
bour by Admiral Byron. XVIIL. Pondickerry taken, and
the French Power annibilated in Bengal and on_the Coaft
of Coromandel. X1X. Preparations for War in Europe.
XX. Admiral Keppel goes upon a Cruife with the Chan-
‘wel Fleet y—captures two French Frigates ;—returns to
Lortfinouth j—and foon fuils again <with a confiderable Re-
wnforcement. XX1. Account of the Engagement on-the
twenty fiventh of Fuly. XXI11. Its Confequences. XXIII.
Trials of Keppel and Pallifer. XXIV. Vidlence of the Op-
pofition in Parliament. XXV. Opening of the Budget.—
XXVI. Refult of the Inquiry into Sir William Howe's
Conduft. XXVII1. Bill for the Relief of the Diffenters.—
XXVIIL. Royal Mefage on the Spanifh Manifeflo a fhort
Time before the Provogation. XXIX. Sicge of Gibraltar,
—Capture of Sencgal—Attempt on the Ifland of Ferfey.—
XXX. The combined Fleets of France and Spain, after
exciting fome Alarm, totally abandun the Britifp Coafls.
XXXIi. 8t. Vincents and Grenada taken Ly D' Eftaigne.
XXXII. His Return to France, after a mortifymg Re-
pulje at Savannab. XXXIIL. Succefs of the Britifb
Forces in a Variety of Enterprifes by Sca and Land ; in
one of which the whole rebel Marine was difiroyed in the
Penobfiot. XXXV, Enormities of the Savages on the
Frentiers dreadfully retaliated by an American Army under
General Sullivan. XXXV. The Britifh Settlcments on the
Muyjiffippr fubdued by the Spanifh Governor of Lowsfiana.—
XXXVI. Fortrefs of Omoa and Spanifp regyter Ships
taken by @ fmall Squadron under the Command of Captain
Luttreil.  XXXVIL. Changes in the Mimflry before the
Mecting of Parliament.  XXXVIIL. Duei between Mr.
Fox aud Mr. Adam. XXXIX. Important Conceffions
made to Ireland., LX. County Meetings ;— Inquiries into
the public Expenditure ;—and Mr. Burke's Plan of aecono-
mical Reform. XL1. The Speaker's Altercation awith Lord
North 5 and Mr. Fullarton’s Complaint of Lord Shelburne 5
cuith the Ifjue of the luiter Affair i Hyde Park. XLII.

ebute on the new Taxes. XLILIL. Commuttes of the Houfe
Jor conjidering the County Ptitions, XLIV. Proteflamt

Afjociation
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‘Affaciation— Dreadful Riots—Trials of fome of thé Delin-
quents.  XLV. Subfequent Proceedings of both Houfes of
Parliament till the Clofe of the Sefflon.  XLVI. Signal
Succeffes of Sir George Rodney on bis Way to the Wejt In-
dies. XLVIL. His Exertions there. XLVIIL. Charlef-
town taken by Sir Henry Clinton. XLIX. Scheme of an
Attack on the French and Americans at Rhode Ifland dif~
concerted. L. Arnold’s Defection from the Rebels followed
by the Execution of Major Andre. LI, Complete Viclory
obtained by Lord Cornwallis ever Gemeral Gates near
v Camden.  L11. Admiral Geary's Capture of tawvelve Mer-
chantmen from Port au Prince foon followed by one of the
beaviy} Bisws which the Commerce of England bad ever
Juptained.  LIIL. Some Account of the ¢¢ Armed Neutra-
lity,” and of otber Stepswhich led to a Rupture «with Hol-
land,
I AS nothing could appear more frantic, to the eye of
enlightened policy, than the treaties lately con-
cluded by the French king with the American rebels, it
may be proper, before the effeéts of fo unnatural an af-
fociation arc traced any farther, to explain the motives
which prompted the cabinet ot Verfailles to depart from
that pacific line of conduét towards Great Britain, which
it had purfued with equal caution and fecuiity fince the
peace of 1763. In the furvey of Europe at the clofe of'
the war, it was obferved, that the internal troubles of
France afforded the bet pledges of her external inoffen-
fivene(s, it being evident, from the nature of the difputes
which then commenced between the king and the parlia-
ments, that any rafh attempt on his part to embroil him-
felf with his neighbeurs would endanger the overthrow of
the French monarchy*. Thefe domeftic conflifts were
kept up with increafing violence till the year 1771, when
+ Lewis XV. had recourfe to the defperate expedient of
arrefting by virtue of lettres de cachet the members of the
parliament of Paris, banifhing moft of the provincial
parhaments, and fubftituting in their room other tribu-
nals entirely devoted to the will of the fovereign. “Thig"
s *See Vol. I1. Chap. I.TSe&. VI. was
2
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was the moft outrageous and the moft fatal fhock ever®
given to public opinion in a country where the fpirit of
Hiberty. began to be widely diffufed, and where the undifs
guifed horrors of defpot:fm could only ferve to frighten
the people into the oppofite extremes of anarchy and
feditions A republican party was vifibly forming, and
as the monarch became every day more and more an ob-
Je&t of 1eproach and execration, it is probable that ‘the
imall-pox, of which he died in May 1774, refcued him
from a much worfe fate, that of perithing in the ruins
of a convulfed empire. Scarcely were the appearances of
decency preferved on his death ; and the appellation of
&« Louis le 4¢firé,”” unanimoufly given to his fucceffor,
was the bittereft fatire on his memory. The young king
began his reign with feveral ropular meafures 5 and ot
thele none could be more likely to conciliate and fecwe
the affeftions of his {ubje&s than the 1emoval of the old
miniftiy, and the reftoration of the paihaments. The
latter a&, however, was delayed for {cveral months, and
even then accompanied with fome ungiacious circum-
ftances, a cenfure for their refiftance to the late king's
commands, and a peremptory injuntion to conform ex-
atly to a royal ordinance, read to them on the occafion,
eontaining many paintul, and, as they might fuppole,
unconttitutional limitations ot their authority. It re-
quired greater talents than Lewis XVI. pofleffed, and
greater integrity and patriotifin than prevailed in his
council, to unite at this juncture real dignity with judi-
cious condefcenfion, and to eftablifh his throne in the
hearts of his people, by fhewing a more fincere regard
tor their rights and happinels than for the plenitude of
his own power. The fame want of wifidom and viitue
foon appeared in the {yftem of foreign politics adopted by
the new adminiftration. Perfidioufnefs, rapacity, am-
bition, and revenge were -its leading features. The
king himfelf was of a mild and peaceable temper, but

his natural indolence, and the mediocrity of his patfions,

ias well as of his abilities, threw the reins 6f government

into other hands; and the prevailing party at cour‘tl. of
whom
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whom the queen was confidered as the head, thought the
quaircl between England and her colonies a favorable
opportunity for ftriking a decifive blow, and rifipg upon
the 1uin of a detefted rival. Prideand avarice, the defire
of avenging the difgraces of the laft war and of grafping
at the fame time tl.c advantages of the American trade,
rendered the council blind ro the confequences, however
eafily forefeen, of making Frenchinen the champions of
colonial independency,—of fanning in their breafts the
fparks of republican enthufialim,—and of importing with
the tobacco of Virginia, which was held out as a grand
commercial allurement, all the haneful weeds of faétion
and licentioufnefs. Unchecked by any appiehenions of
this kind, the court of Fiance fccrctly encouraged the
Americans in their revolt, and fent them ina covert and
‘treacherous manner confiderable fupplics of money, arms,
and ammunition. State-craft had fuggefled the defign
of kecping up the appearances of neutrahity, and of aba
ftaining from any open declaration, till Great Biitamn
and her colonics fhould have nemly fpent all their blood
and treafure in the obftinate conteft. But the difafter
which happened to Burgoyne’sarmy, and the conciliatory
meafures about to be adopted by the Bntifh cabinct,
obliged the French miniftry to thiow off the mafk much
fooner than was at firft intended. They knew that the
Americans, notwithftanding the fuccefs at Saratoga, il
laboured under very great difficulties ; and that, tor want
of intanal refources, whillt their foreign tiade was al-
meft annihilated by the Brinfh cruifers, it was impof-
fible tor them, without affiftance, to keep a refpeétable
army in the field for any length of time; and they dreaded,
lett,” under fuch unpromifing circumftances, they fhould
be induced to accept the very liberal teums which the
mother country was going to propoft at the prefent cris
fis. It was by urging thefe points very ftrongly, that
Do&or Franklin and his affociates accomplifhed the grand
objeét of their commiffion at Paris, and procured the
figning of the treaties before-mentioned, by which Fiance,
with unparalleled infatuation, pledged herfelf to main-

T3 tain
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tain the abfolute independence of a foreign people, while
fhe held, or hoped to hold, her native fons in vaflalage
and chains.

II. An event, which took place about the fame time
on the continent of Europe, is alio fuppofed to have had
fome fhare in precipitating thofe 1efolutions of the French
council, ‘The late ele€tor of Bavaria having died with-
out. iffue on the thirticth of December 1797, was fuc-
ceeded both in his dignity and his dominions at large by
his general heir, the eletor Palatine. But before the lat-
ter could well feel his change of fituation, Le unexpeéted-
ly tound that he had a rival of fuch fuperior power and
greatnefs to encounter, that all compctition on his fide
would be extremely tutile and ridiculous. He had fcarcely
arrived in his new capital of Munich, when the Auftrian
troops, who had been evidently ftationed on the frontiers
for the purpote, and only waiting for the moment of the
ele&tor’s death, poured onall fides into the Lower Bavaria,
and fcized wpon every place they came to. In the mean
time, another ftrong body advanced to the Upper Pala-
tinate ; while a third army of fixty thoufand men feemed
ready to follow up the invafion, upon the fmallcft thew of
refitance. No alternative remained for the eletor but to
refign the better half of his new pofieflions by compro-
mife, or to rifk the immediate lofs of the whole by a
feeble oppofition to the court of Vienna, He therefore
ane his involuntary -affent to terms prefcribed by vio-

ence and injuftice.  As fuch a flagrant attack on the
rights of fucceflion,—fuch a difmemberment and fpoil of
two great eleétorates, could not fail of alarming all the
princes of the empire, and of making an appeal to the
fword incvitable, there is great reafon to fuppofe that the
queen of Fiance, aftuated by the impulles ot family
pride, as well as of affeétion for her brother the emperor,
exerted all her influence over the cabinet of Verfuilles, to
involve the Fiench nation in contentions with fome other
power, [oas to prevent their oppofing the fchemes of ag-
grandyzement projeéted by Jofeph II. The momentary
fuccels ot all her iatrigues fexved only to render their f}-

. n
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“nal ffue more vexatious and afthéting, After a year's
war with Pruffia and other members of the Geimanice
body, the emperor was obliged to relinquith the diftricts
he had fo unjuftly feized ;* and the fatal treaty with the
Aunericans, for the figning of which Muaria Antometta
had fhewn the utmoft impaticnce, may be truly confider-

ed as a fort of preface to the death-warrant, which finall

led*her and her unfortunate hufband to the featfold.

III, In order to defeat, if poffible, the effeéls of this
treaty, lord North had huriied the concihatory bills with
the utmoft difpatch through both houles of parliament,
expefling that fuch overtures fiom the mother country,
if they arrived in time, would prevent congiels from ra-

* The king of Pruffia having in vain ufed overy ef-
fort to obtain reftitution by amicable means, took the
tield early in the fpring. The emperor fccmed equally
refolute ; and the preparations on both fides were fo
mighty, that had the fate ot Europe depended on the
conteft, neither the force employed, nor the means ap.
plied to, would have appeared inadequate to the in.
portance of the flake. Yct fo equal was the diftribution
of ftiength, numbers, military fkill, difcipline, and
vourage between the two parties, that though either of
them fecmed able to thake any quarter of the globe to
its centic, the efletts of their contention was as unde-
cifive, and the campaign as barien of important events,
as could have arifen trom a ftate of mutual inability,
A kind of langour and wearifomenets, if not an attual
defire ot peace, was the natural confequence of fuch a
ftruggle ; and the courts of Verfailles and Peterfburg
having ¢xeited themfelves, atter the firft canpaign, to
prevent the 1cnewal of hoftilities, an armiftice took
place in March 1789, and in about two months a treaty
was concluded, upon fair and ¢quitable principles,
The tormer canvention between the elcétor Palatine
and the court of Vienna was annulled ; and the places
and diftri¢ts feized in Bavaria were reftored, excepting
only the fiontier teniitory appertaining to the 1egency
of Burghaufen, which was ccded to the houfe of Auf-
tria, as an cquivalent for her formally renouncing all
her old, vexatwous, and otherwile incxtinguithable
claitms. tifying
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tifying-the new engagementsentered into by their depu-
ties at the court of France. He had even fent off rough
draughts of the bills, immediately on the firt reading in
the houfe of commons, to be cuculated among the people
of the revolted colonies, that they might know the inten-
tions of the Britith government, before the intelligence of
what was doing at Paris could reach them, or, at leaft,
before It could 1eceive the formal aflent of their repre-
fentatives. “The circulation of theie papers ferved only to
provoke the moft contemptuous 1efolutions on the part
of congrefs. They aftelted to confider the bills as the
fequel of an infidious plan formed by the Britih govern-
ment for enflaving America. ‘The obeét of them, they
maintained, was to difunite the colonies, create divifions,
and prevent foreign powcrs from interfering in their be-
halt,  ‘They called them an evidence of the weaknels, or
wickednels of the Riitith government, or both ; and, af-
ter various other farcaltic ftri€ures, they finally refolved,
¢¢ that any man, or body of men, who (hould prefume to
make a feparate agreement with the Brutith commiffion-
ers, ought to be confidered as open and avowed enemies
and that the United States neither could, nor would hold
any conference with fuch commiffioners, unlefs they
fhould as a preliminary thereto, either withdraw their
flects and anmies, or elie in pofitive and expre!s terms
acknowledge the independence of the United States.”
They alfo called upon the feveral provinces to ufe the
moft ftrenuous exertions, and to have their refpeétive
quotas of troops in the field as foon as poffible, as, they
faid, it appeared to be the defigh of thewr enemies to luil
them into a fatal fecurity., Thus infolence was prepared
to mect conceffion; and the meafures taken to bring
ahout a re-union with the colonies furnifhed their leaders
with new arguments for widening the breach, and dif-
fevering them for ever from the parent ftate.

IV. In afew days after [May 2] Mr. Deane arrived
exprefs from Paris, with thofe fatal inftruments which
were to ftamp a feal upon the feparation of America
from England. The congrefs immediately publifhed a

ﬂazﬂ[e’
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gazette; which, befides a fummary of the general infor,
mation, exhibited fome of the moft flattering articles of
the treaties, with their own comments upon them, in
which the extraordinary equity, generofity, and honor
of the French king were mentioned in the higheft trains
of gratitude and adimiration, In this picce they feemed
to count upon Spain as being already a virtual party to
the®alliance, and to confider the naval foice of both na-
tions as united in their caufe.  They alfo bwilt much
upon the friendfhip of other great powers, and boatted of
the favorable difpolition of Ewope in general towards
Amcrica. .

V. Such was the temper and fuch the proceedings of
congrels previous to the asrivalof the new commiffioners
from England in the beginning of June. The perfons
untted in this commiflion were the earl of Carbile, Mr.
Eden, governor Johnitene, and fir Henry Clinton, wha
had lately taken the command of the army, in the 100m
of fir William Howe,* Difcowaging as the Hrroﬁye&
was, they entered upon the execution ot their ofhce with
apparent alaciity ; and difpatched a letter with the late
alts of parliament, a copy ot thur commiffion, and other
papeis, to the prefident of the congrefs : but their fecre-
tary Dr. Feirgufon, who was intended to caavey the pa-

* Sir William, under a pretence that hc had not the
goad fortune ta cnjoy the neceflary contidence of his
fuperiors, had written betore Chriftmas tor his ina-
jefty’s permifiion to refign, which was, indecd, reas
dily granted to an ¢Hicer, whofe want of gratitude for
the alacrity and zeal with which he haa_been fup-
ported by the miniftry, could only be equalled by the
want of military genius, ol wifdom in courcil, of
promptitude in a&ion, andof ardor in the public fer-
vice, which had marked his whole condu¢t dming
the war, and had fo often prevented, or checked the
certainty of uecifive fugcefs on the moft fignal occa-
ions, The mock fight ot old chivalry,---the roman-
tic triumph exhibited in honor of him before his de-
parture from Philadelphia, thiew a ftronger glare on
all his errors, difappointments, and difgrage.  pers,
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pers, and to at as an agent for conduéting the negocia-
tion upon the fpot with the congrels, being refufed a
paffport for that purpofe, they were obliged to forward
them by the ordinary pofts. “The offers now made to
the Americans left nothing to be withed foron their part,
in point either of immediate liberty or permanent fecu-
rity ; and the moft ardunt hopes were exprefled by the
commiffioners, that the people, remembering the former
happy intercourfe of good offices, and forgetting recent
animofities, weuld preter a firm, fice, and perpetual coa-
lition with the parent ftate to an infincere and unnatural
foreign alliance.  After deliberating tor fome days on
the fubjet of thefe communications, the congre fs, thiough
the medium of their prefident, returned for anfwer, that
the aéts of parliament, the commiffion, and the com-
miffioners® lerter fuppofed the people of the Ameiican
itates to be fubjets of the king of Great Biitain, and
were founded on an idea of dependance which was ut-
terly inadmiffible: but they were ready to enter upon
the confideration of a treaty of peace and commerce, not
inconfiftent with treaties already fubfitting, whenever the
king of Great Britain fhould demonthiate a fincere dif-
pofition ‘ur that purpofe; the ounly pioof ot whichwould
be an explicit acknowledgment ot their independence, or
the withdrawing his fleets and armies.

VI. Before thet€ infuperable obftacles were thrown in
the way ot any farther advances towards an accommo-
dation, Mr. Johnftone, one of the commiffioners, hav-
ing (erved as a captain in the navy on the American
coaft, and gtterwards been governor of a province there,
in confequence of which he had toimed confiderable con-
nexions, and an extenlive acquaintance in that country,
refolved to avail himfelf of fo flattering an introduétion,
in hopes that it might facilitate the accomplithment of
the great objettinview. This ieemed the more feafible,
as his pm hamentary conduét fince that time had been in
fnch duret oppofition to all thofe meafures which were
deemed hoftile o1 oppreflive with regard to the colenies,
that it could fcarcely fail of greatly increafing any influ-
ence,
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‘ence which he might then have acquired. Under fuch
circumftances he deemed it reafonable to conclude, that
the direét applications of triendfhip, under the covert and
freedom of a private correfpondence, together with the
fanétion of perfonal efteem and opimon, would ope-
rate more happily in fmoothing or removing any dithi-
culties that might arife, than the ftiff, tedious, and for-
mals proceedings of public negociation. He was foon
moitified to find that his confidential letters to feveral -
perfons of weight and charaer were laid betore con-
grels; that fome paflages in them were, by a falfe and
infidious conftiution, reprefented as attempts to cortmpt
the integrity of that aﬂ{)mbly; and that he was even
charged with employing agents to bribe fome of thelead-
ing members; which they afligned as a reafon for inter-
dicting all intercourfe with him, elpecially when, asthey
faid, they were to negociate upon affans, in which the
caufe of liberty and virtue was interefted.  In his reply,
Le attiibuted thofe defamatory alpeifions thrown on his
chaalter to the malice and treachery of the congrefs,
who defigned themonly for the pw pole of inflaming theixr
wretched conftituents to endure all the calamities of war,
and as a means for continuing their delufion, thereby to
fruftrate all the good effeéts mtended by the commil{ion
for the reftoration of tranqullity. Rut to difappoint
their views in this retpeél, he declared, that he fhould
for the future dechine ating as a commiflioner, or tak-
ing the fiuallett fhare in any bufinefs, in which the con-
giels thould be concerned.

VII. The efforts of the other commiffiongrs proved
equally fruitlefs. Atter a long continued controver(y
with fome wiiters who defended the repulfive proceed-
ings of the congrefs, and a varicty of appals to the peo-
ple at large, they announced their intention to return to
Englard, in a {oit of farewel manitefto, which was pub-
hithed on the third of Ottober, and addrcfled not only to
the membess ot the congiets, but to the provincial aflum-
blies, and to all the inhabitants ot the colonies, of every
rank and denomination. In this addrefs, they bricfly

recapitujated
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recapitulated the Jifferent fteps taken by them to accoms
plith the objeét of their commiffion, and the refufal of
congrels to liften to the moft generous and benevolent
overtures: they again fet forth the extent of the blel-
fings they were impowered to confer, which included the
inicvocable enjoyment of every privilege, that was fhort
of a total feparation of intercfts and foice : they reminded
the colonies of their {olemn appeals to heaven in the be-
ginning of the conteft, that they took avins enly for the re-
drefs of griewances ; and then atked, whether all their
gricvances, real or fuppofed, were not fully rediefled in
the pietent conciliatory offers: notwithftanding the ob-
fhuétions they had met with, they wore ftill ready to
concut in all fatisfa@ory and juft airangements for the re-
cltablifhment of peace ; and to treat not only with depu.
ties trom all the ftates colleétively, but with any pio~
vincial aflembly or convention individually, at any time
within the [pace ot forty days from thedate of their ma-
nifefto: they fuggetted to every clafs and defcription of
peifons, whether in civil, military, or ecclefiattical capa-
cities, or in private ftations, the confideration of fuch
motives as were feverally fuited to each, and might be
fuppofed to have the gicateft influence on them all : they
alfo proclaimed a gencial pardon tor treafons and rebel.
lious practices committed at any time previous to the date
of this manifefto, to fuch as fhould, within the term of
torty days already limited, withdraw trom their oppofi-
tion to the Britith government, and demean themielves

“in future as good and loyal fubjeéts; warning the pro-
“ple, at the fame time, of the total and material change
which would take place in the whole nature and tutwme
conduét ot the war, if they fhould fill perfevere in their
obftinacy, more efpecially as that was founded on the
pretended alliance with France. In a counter-manifefto,
which the congrels iflued almolt a month after, they did
not attempt by fair or manly aigument to overturn any
one ot the pofitions fo candidly and fo forcibly urged by
the commiffioners ; but after a great deal of cant and mi(-
reprefentation, which were indecd, to ufe their own words,
amockery
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% mockery both of religion und common fenfe, they con-
cluded with declaring, that 1f then encinies prefunicd to
exccute their threats, they would take fuch exemplary
vengeance as fhould deter others trom a like conddt *.
All hopes of ternmnating the tioubles by lenient means
being thus completely blafted, the commuflioners took
their final leave of America about the latter end of No-
vemwher +, and returned to England with experimental
proofs of what had otten been aflerted by the triends of
government in the Britifh fenate, ¢ that the leaders of

. congiefs were aftuated by an infatiable thuft of domi-
nion and power j——that conceflions would have no other
efteét than that of inareafing their infolence ;—and that
tothing but {fupeior force could ever fubjeét the revolted
colonies to the conltitutional authaity of the mother
country.”

VIII. From the war of words between the congrefs
and the Britith commuffioners, the tianfition was very

* It was patticularly curious to fec congrefs in this
counter-manifefto boatt of ¢¢ the example they had fet
of relpeet for the laws which are held facred among
civilized nations,’’ at the very time when, in open
violation ot thofe laws, and without the fhadow ot an
excufe tor fo thamelefs a breachi of the public faith,
they detained in captivity the brave troops who hud
furiendered at Saratoga, trufting to the honor of a
mnilitary convention.

t Some time before their departure, the marquis
Dela Fayette fent a very curious letter to the carl of
Carlifle, challenging that nobleman, as fiyft commif.
fioner, to the field, there to anfwer in his perfon,
and in fingle combat, for fome harfhnefs of reflection
Upon the conduct ot the French court and nation,
which had appcared in thofc public adts or inftru-
fnents, that lic and his brethren had iffued in their
l)olnual capacity. It is almoft ncedlefs to obferve,
hat fuch a propofal, which could only be excufed as
theé cflvst of national levaty, or of the heat and inex.
pericnce of vouth, was rejedted by the noble lord to
Whom it was addiciled, with the flight that it deferved.

Vo, 11 U rapid
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rapid to 2 war of deeds and arms.  But the plan of ope-
rations was now materially changed. Through the in-
terference of a hoftile maiitune power, the command of
the f¢a was about to be difputed by the contending par-
ties. Hence greater circumipettion became neceflary in
the choice of pofts for the Britifh army. [t was uncer-
tain where the French might attempt to firike a blow,
whether upon the continent of Amelica, or in the Wett
Indies. It was theretore proper that the army fhould oc-
cupy a_(ation, from which 1e-intorcements might be
moit eafily and expeditioufly fent wherever they thould be |
required. Philadelphia was very little adupted to fuch a
purpofe, being a hundred nules diltant from the fea, with
which it communicated only by a winding river. For
thele reafons, and to guard aganft the danger of being
oppoled by a fupetior naval toice i the Delaware, and
ata time when a junction was alfo expefted between the
troops under Gates and Wathington, the earl of Carlifle
had taken out orders with him for the evacuation of
Piiladelphia, which was effcéted at thice in the morn.ng
of the eightecnth of June, the anny retiring to the point
of land below the town tormed by the conflaence of the
Declaware and the Schuylkil, where the boats and veflels
belonging to the navy weie ready to 1ecewve them.  So
judicious was the adanral’s airangement onthis occafion,
that the whole army, with its baggage, was paficd over
the Delaware, and encamped on the Jerfey fhore by ten
in the forenoon, having met with littleinteri uption fiom
the encmy, though the Americans entered Philadelphia
before the Biitifh entirely left it. The great boly ofthe
loyaluts ot ghat city went along with the army: fuch of
them as had the imprudence to remainbehind were treat~
ed with great feveiity : fome were banifhed: feveral were
thrown into prifon; and a few fuffuied death, ,
IX. The march of the Britifh army thiough the Jer-
feys was not unattended with difficulty. Encumbered
with a vaft train of baggage, extending the length of
twelve miles, the whole country hottile, the bridges bro.
ken down before, and a vigilant enemy piefling cloﬁ: be-
ind
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‘hind, the utinoft prudence und circumfpetion of the new
general were neceflary to make 4 vigorous and effeétual
defence againft thofe attacks to which a retreating army
is lo peculiarly, expofed. Inftead of proceeding in a di-
recl route to Brunfwick, the general determined, by bend-
ing his'maich to the 1ight, and approzching the fea-coaft,
at once to difappoint the expettation of the enemy, and
to avoid the difficulty attending the paflage of the Rari-
ton. On the evening of the twenty feventh of June, the
army encamped in the neighbourhood of Freehold Court-

 houfe in the county of Monmouth, and refumed their
maich carly the next morning. Scarcely were they ‘in
motion when the enemy were difcovered moving in torce
at fome diftance on both flanks. The firft divifion un-
der general Knyphaufen proceeding with the efcort of
carriages to the heights of Middletown, fir Henry Clin-
ton immediately formed the 1eil of his troops, with a
view to bring on a general engagement. Lee advanced
with the van of the American army to the attack, in
conformity to the diretions of general Wathington ; but
feveral of the brigades under his command being thrown
into confufion by an impctuous affault of the Britifh ca-
valiy, he ordered aaetreat, with a view to form anew
in an advantageous pofition behind a vavine and morafs.
In the intersim Waflungton arrived at the head of the
main body, and exprefled in fhong terms his aftonith-
ment and indignation at the retrograde motion ot the van.
Lce replied with equal .warmth; but in the refult, the
troops of the van were oidered to foum in front of the
morafs, where an obftinate engagement enfued, till the

Americans being again worfted and broken, Lee was a
fecond time under the neeeflity of ordering a retreat,
which lLe conduéted with great fkill and courage,

. himfelf being one of the laft who remained on the fie.d. #
The

* Lec’s haughty fpirit could not brook the language

which Wathington had hattily ufed, and he wrote him

in confequence two pafiionatc letters, which occafion-

.c&d his being put under immediate arreft; and a court

- U2 martial
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The pofition taken by Wafhington with the main body
rendered it impoffible to attack him in front with any
profpeét of fuccefs ; and though his left flunk was adtne
ally turned by thelight infantry and the queen’s rangers,
yet fir Henry Clinton, fatisfied with the effeftual eheck
given to the'enemy, and feeing no likehihood of any de-
cifiveadvantage, recalled his brave troops who weie pref
fing on to the charge, notwithltanding the fatigue they
bhad already undergone through the heat of the day, which
was {o intenfe that three ferjeants and fifty fix privates
dropped dead without a wound, ‘The whole Jofs of the
Biitith anny amounted to thiee hundred and fifty eight
men,'n¢luding twenty officers, of whom heutenant colonc]
Monckton, who fell at the head of the lecond batallion of
grenadiers, was univerfally and defervedly lamented,
The tribute of affestion and refpet paid to his me-
mory on the ficld, and m the vewy hieat of the action,
will beft fhew how dearly he was loved and how highly
efteemed by his brave companions.  During the conty-
fion of a dangerous cannonade, the battalion in partics
relieved each other, until, with their bayonets, (being
dettitute of more proper tools) they pafefted a grave,
where they laid the body ot their gallant leader, plac-
ing over it with their hands the earth they had moiftened
with thein tears.  The lofs of the Americans, according
to their own accouncs, was very littld more than that of
the Britith army : it umounted to three hundred and fix-
ty one men, including thirty two officers,  Sir Henry
Clinton hasing allowed his troops proper time for reit,
refumed his march abcut nidnight, to join general Knya»
phaufen’s divifion with the baggage, and proceedid with.
out farther moicttation to Sandy Hook, where the flect
under lord Howe ad got round to receive them;and the
army embarkng on the fifth of July, landed the tante
day at New York.

martial being held upon him for difobedience of or-
ders, mifbehaviour in action, and difrefpect to the com-
mander in chief, he was found guilty upon every
charge, and fufpended from all military command top
twelve monthyg, X. Twep
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X. Two days after the conveyance of the army, lord
Howe rccewved intelligence by his cruifers, that the
count D'Eftaigne, who had failed from Toplon in
April, was anived (n the coaft of Virginia. It was not
long before the count appeared oft Sandy Hook, with the
ficet under his command, confifting of twelve fail of the
Jine and thiee large frigates; to which lord Howe could
oppole only eleven flips of inferior magnitude and weight
ot metal, with fome fiigates and floops. Thefe were
ranged with great floll in the harbour ; and the inequality
of force feemed to be fully compenlated by the judicious
difpofitions ot the admiral, and the ardour, idtre-
pidity, and confidence of fuccels, which animated the
whole Britith fleet and army.  The count D’Ettsigne
did not thik proper to put their refclution to the proof,
Either regarding the attempt as too dangerous, o1 per-
haps having appeared before the hmbour only by way of
a feint to draw off the attention of the Britifh command-
ers from the rcal objét ot his aim, atter remaining at
anchor for eleven days, he fet fail to the fouthward as far
ay the mouth of the Delaware 3 and then changing his
courle, fleered dneéily fer Rhode Ifland, in order to cc-
operate with genaal Sullivan in an enterprife againft
Newport.  The approach ot the French fleet to this har-
bow created the unpleaiant neceflity of burning the Or-
pheus, Lark, Juno, and Ceberus fiigates, and of fink-
ing the Flora and Falcon. But this was the only lofs
refulting from fo formidable an invafion. The com-
mander of the garrifon, fir Robert Pigot, made every
preparation for a vigorous defence ; and lord Howe, to
whom he had fent intelligence by a difpatch-boat, being
re-inforced by fome fhips trom England, part of a fqua-
dron under admual Byion, immedately ftood out to fea,
and reached Rhode Ifland on the ninth of Auguft. Afrer
much manceuviing for the weather-gage, the adverfe
fleets were feparated by a violent tempedt, by which the
great fhips of the French fqadron were fo much damag-
ed, that the count tound it abfolutely neceflary to go to
Bofton to refite.  This threw a fatal damp upon the fpi-

U3 1S
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rits of general Sullivan’s army, which had landed on the
north of the ifland, and had begun to conftruét battcries,
and make regular approaches, but was now {o difheayt-
ened by the departure of the French fleet, that theip
commander could no longer keep them together, and was
happy in being able, even with fome lofs, to retreat to
the continent,

XI. The feparation and difperfion of the two fleets
gave occalion to the accidental meeting ot fingle fhips,
and produccd engagements between them, which teripj-
nated fo much to the honor of Britith valor and teaman«
fhip; as to excite deep regret that the ftorm fhould haye
intcavened to prevent a general adtion.  In the cvening
of the thuteenth of Avguft, captain Dawfon in the Re-
pown of fifty guns fell in with the Languedoc of eighty-
four guns, D'Eftaigne’s own fhip, which had lofi hey
1udder and her mafts ; and engaged her with fuch od.
vantage as to flatter the Englifh captain with the prof:
pect of {o extraordinary a capture, when the appearaneg
of feveral other fhips of the I'quadron compelled him to
defit. Cominodore Hotham in the Prefton of fifty guns
fought the ‘Tonnant of eighty the fame evening with fi-
milar gallantry and fimilar fuccefs.” But the Jaft of tne
engagements, produced by the huniicare, between fhips
of difproportionate force, puts all naval calculation fiom
weight of metal at utter defiance, and gives the palm to
undaunted bravery and fuperior {kill. [n the afternoon
of the fixteenth, the Ifis, a fhip allo of fitty guns, com-
manded by captain Raynor, was chaled by the Calur, a
French thip ot {eventy-fonr guns and in no fort injured
by the ftorm ; but after a defperate confli€t, which latted
for an hour and a half, the Czfar fheued off, and put-
ting before the wind, left the Ifis incapable of puriuing,
fiom the damage e had fuftained in her maits, fails,
and rigging.  In other refpeéts fhe had been very little
injured 5 and only one man was killed, and fitteen wound-
¢d s the French thip was fo much damaged in her hull,
that fhe was foiced to hear away tor Boften; and hep
killed and wounded ainoupnted to fifty, mcludingiin the

‘ Wil



A. D. 1778, GEORGE III. 234
latter her captain, the celebrated Bougainville, whofe
arm was fhot off in the attion. Loid Howe, with all
pofiible expedition, followed his antagonift to Boftun, in
the hope of a favorable opportunity o attack ; but found

“the French fleet lying in Nantatket Road, fo well de-
fended by the torts and batteries erefted on the points of
land and the iflands adjacent, that it was judged abfo-
lutcly impra&icable. His lordthip therefore returned
to New Yok about the middle of September. During
his abfence, fix moie fhips of admiral Byron’s {quadron
had arrived at that port; and as,in confequence of thefe
artivals, the Britifh naval force was now unqueftionably
fuperior to the fleet under the count D’Eftaigne,
and would be ftill farther increated by the arrival
of admiral Byron in the Princels Royal, withthe Cullo-
cen, both of which had been driven into Halifax, his
lordip thought this a proper moment for availing him-
felf of the leave he had fome time before obtained to re-
tire from the American ftation, on account of his health §
and, refigning the command ot the flect to admiral Gam-
bier, tock hus depnrture tor England.

XTII. Onthe fuftinrelhgence of thedanger that threat.
ened Rhode Ifland, fir Henry Clinton, embarking with
four thoufand men for its re{ief, had two other material
objeéts in view, and would probably have fucceeded, if
he had not been detained for fome days by contrary winds
in his paffage through the Sound. One of thefe objeéts
was to cut off Sullivan's retieat to the continent ; and
the other wasto attack the Americans in their head
quarters and principal place of arms at Providence, the
deftruéticn or difmantling of which would have removed
a conftant fouice of apprehenfion from the immediate vi-
cinity of Rhode Ifland. The delay in the paflage, and
Sullivan’sefcape having fruftrated thefe defigns, firHemy,
on his return to New York, difpatched major-general
Grey, with the fleet of tranfports and troops under con-
voy of the Carystort frigate, upon an expedition to the
eaftward. Their firlt objeét was to exterminate fome
helts of privatecys, which abounded in the rivers and

cieeks



216 GEORGE 111, A. D, 17783,
crecks adjoining to Buzzard's Bay, in that part of New
England called the Plymouth colony, They performed
this fervice in lefs than twenty-four hours, deftroying in
their courfe about feventy fail of fhipping, with a gieat
number of fmall craft, befides the magazinegs, whats,
&c. on the Badtord and Fair Haven fules of the Acufh-
inet river. 'To complete the fuccefs ot their enter prife,
they proceeded to the ifland called Martha’s Vineyaid,
and there obtained a valuable contiibution of ten thou-
f‘:}nd theep and thiee hundred oxen for the anny at New

ork. .

XIII. Another expedition was foon after fet on foot
againlt Egg Haibour, on the Jufey coaft, where the
enemy had a great many privateers and prizes. This
purpofe likewife was accomplifhed, and a confiderable
number of fhips, ftoichoufes, and faltworks deftroyed.
A fublequent delay in Egg Harbour, occationed by con-
trary winds, gave rife to the performance of new fervice,
and that of a morc aftive and fpirited nature, than what
had been alieady exccuted. A French captain, with
fome private men, who hud deferted from Pulafki’s Ame-
rican legion, gave fuch an account of the carclefs man-
ner in which three troops of horfe and as many compa-
nics of infanuy belonging to that corps were cantonud,
as fupgefted to captain Fagufon, the commander of the
Buitifh detachment, the probability of finprifing them,
The fuccefs of the attempt was «nfwerable to his expec-
tation. The quarters of the enemy were fwirounded in
the mght ; and very tew elcaped.  As this furprife was
effefted within two miles of a foice confiderably fuperior
in number to the aflailants, celerity ol execution, the ne-
ceflity of an immediate retieat, and a report fpread by
the chcrters, that Pulatki had iffued public aiders for-
bidding his corps to girant any quarter to the Britith
troops, concurred to render the flaughter more dieadful,
only five being made prifoners, A rew days hefore, a
whole regiment ot light horfe, under the command of
licutenant colonel Baylor, was furprifed in the fame man-
ner, in the village of old Taapan, by mujor general

Giey
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Grey, atting under the direttion of lord Cornwallis.
The greatelt part of the Americans fell viftims to the
cunage incident to the confufion and uncertainfy of a
nightly attack.  Their commander was dangeroufly
wounded, and taken with fome other prifoners, As
this unfortuvate regiment had been detached by general
Wathington to haiafs parties of the Biitith army em.
ploved in foraging on the banks of the North Ruver, the
fuddennefs and feverity of the blow ftruck fuch a teiror
into the provincials, that na farther attempt was made
to interrupt the operations of the foragers. .

XIV. An undertaking of far greater importance was
now determined upon by Sir Henry Clinton, who de-
tached a confiderable body of troops under the command
of colonel Campbell, convoyed by a fquadron under fir
Hyde Parker, to attempt the recovery ot the province of
Georgia,—general Pievoft, governor of Eaft Fiaiida,
having at the fame time orders to co-operate with them.
On the twenty thud of December, the whole atmament
arrived at the mouth of tue Savannah ; and having pro-
cured a landing place, after fome dithiculties, in the morn-
ing of the twenty ninth, colonel Campbell marched di-
reétly to attack the rebel forces, which were drawn up,
under major general Robert Howe, about half a mile eaft
of Savannah.  No viftory was ever more complete,—
Thirty eight commiflioned officers, four bhundred and
fifteen non-commiffioned and privates, foity cight pieces
of cannon, tlventy three mortars, the fort, the fhipping,
the capital of Georgia, were all in the pofleffion of the
conquerors before dark. ‘The moderation and clemency
that sccompanied this fignal triumph 1efleéted no lefs ho-
nor on colonel Campbell than the judicious and fpiited
meafures which led to it.  His humane conduét was the
more admirable, as he had been treated by the Ameri-
cans, when their prifoner, with the utmolt indignity
and cruclty.* In lefs than a fortnight, the whole pro-
vince of Georgia, except Sunbury, was regovered ; and
juft as coloncl Campbell was preparing to reduce that

* See the note at the bottom of page 85.  tuwn,
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town, it furrendered to general Prevoft, who now took
the command of the Britifh forces on his arrival at Sa-
vannah.

XV. During thefe fuccefles on the fea-coaft, a de-
fultory war was carried on in fome of the interior
and back fettlements, between the Indians and the colo-
nifts, the latter too generally adopting all the favage
pragtices of the former. Mutual inroads werd made,
and wafte and cruelty were inflicted and retorted with in-
fatiable revenge. In the courfe of thefe barbarous hof-
tilities, too fhocking to admit of detail, the flomifhing
new fettlement of Wyoming, on the banks of the Sufque-
hanna, fell a facrifice to an incurfion of the Indians; and
the Indian fettlements of Unadilla and Anaquago, upon
the upper parts of the fame river, which were allo inha-
bited by white people attached to the 10yal caufe, were
in their turn 1avaged and deftroyed by the Americans.
After a glance at fuch fcencs of horror and difguft, the
mind feels a fort of relief even in tracing the lamentable
effeéts of civilized wartare.

XVI. The projetts ot count D’Eftaigne being totally
difconcerted in America, where the people thought that
little thanks were due to him for his inctfetive promifes*,
he fet fail for the Weft Indies on the third of November,
in order to fecond the opeiations of the marquis de
Bouillé, governor of Martinico, who had already captured
the ifland of Dominique. On thevery fame day that the
French fleet left Befton, a detachment of five thouland
troops, under convoy of a fmall {quadron commanded by

* IIis abandonment of general Sullivan in the at-
tempt on Rhode Ifland, which was undertaken only
in confequence of his promife of co-operation, exaited
great mumwing all over the continent, and led to
fome dangerous riots between the American and
Fiench feamen at Bofton and Charleftown. Mcans
were fallen upon, however, to appeafe thele tumults,
and great pains were taken to give fatisfaction to the
French, whom, at this early ftage of the conncxion,
it would have been highly imprudent to difgust.

commodore
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commodore Hothany, failed fiom Sandy Hook, and ar-
*rived at Barbadoes, on the tenth of December. Without
fuffering the troops to difembaik, an expedition was im-~
mediately refolved upon againft the ifland of St. Lucia,
wherea landing was effetted on the thirteenth. By the fpi-
rited gxertions of general Meadows and admiral Barring-
ton, upon whom the command had now devolved, fevaal
of }he batteries and advanced pofts were canicd, when
count D’Eftaigne appeared in view with a far fuperior
foice, having on hoard a large body of troops, with
which he hoped to effect the entire reduchion of the Enghith
iflands. The (quadron of admiral Barrington confifted
only of three flups of the line, two of fitty guns, and
thiee frigates, which he ftationed acrofs the entrance of
the Careenage, fupported by feveral batteries ereéted on
fhore.  On the moining of the fiftcenth, the French ad-
miral bore down with ten fail of the line, but met with fo
gallant a reception that he thought properin a fhort time
to draw off. In the afternoon, he renewed the attack
with his whole fquadron ; and a funious cannonade, di-
refted chiefly againft admural Barrington's divifion, was
kept up for fevaal hours, without making any imprel-
fion on the Englifh line; and the French admiral was
again obliged to defit.  Three days after, having plied
a little to windwaid, he landed a body ot five thoutand
men, and putting himfelt at their head, marched with
great refolution to the aflault of the Britifh lines: but
they weie received by general Meadows with the fame
invincible courage as they had before experienced from
adiniial Barrington. ¢ Their two fift attacks,” fays
general Grant, ¢ were made with the impétuofity of
Frenchmen; and they were repulled with the determined
bravery of Britons.”” They rallied again, and returned
to the charge the third time ; but the affair was now
foon decided : they were totally broken, and obliged to
fly in the utmoft diforder and confufion. Four hundred
wete left dead on the field ; and even, according to their
own accounts, out of eleven hundied wounded five hun-
dred were rendeied incapable of fervice, The magnitu;'!e

o
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of their lofs, exceeding in number the whole of the Bri-
tifh troops that were engaged, evinces the defperation and’
perfeverance with which the French made and fupported
thewr dttacks; and places above all praiie the matterly
difpufition formed by general Meadows for the defence of
his poft*, and the unfhaken intrepidity of the men to
whom that defence was intiutted. ' What excites equal
altonifhment is, that only thirteen of the Buitifh troops
were killed, one hundred dnd fifty wounded, and eight
mifling.  After this fevere'defeat, D*Eftaigne continued
on the ifland in a flate of feeming iirefolution for ten days
longer. At length re-embarking his troops in the night
of the twenty eighth, he fet fail for Martinico next moin-
ing, and abandoned St. Lucia to its fate.  Whilit his
flect was yet in view, the French goveinor,, M. de Mi-
coud, offered to capitulate ; and aithough he was now
dettitute ot all hope of relief, the mott honotable tenns
were granted to hum, the libetality of the Briufh coma
manders thus adding to the lulire of fo fplendid a con-
quelt, and which wis alfo confidered as more than equi-
valent to the lofs of Dominique.+

XVII. Eight days after the departure of the count
D’Eltaigne, admiral Byron arrived with his fleet, un-
tortunately too late to cut off the retreat of the enemy.
All this brave admiial’s proceedings had hitheito been

* It may herc be proper to obfcrve that the very
day fe’enight after the furrender of Dominique to the
marquis de Bouillé, the French were dilpoflefied of
the iflands of St. Pierie and Miquelon, by a fmall
fquadron which vice-admiral Montague had difpatch-
ed from Newtoundland, immediately on receiving ad-
vice of the hoftile operations of the count D’Eftaigne
on the coaft ot America.

+ Though wounded in the beginning of the aétion,
he could not be perfuaded to quit the ficld nor even to
have the affiftance of his furgeons ; but on horfeback
vifited every quarter where his prefence was necellary,
and continued to givc his orders, notwithftanding the
anguith of his wound, until the triumph of the day
was completed. marred
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wmarred by the oppofition of the elements. In the YVoyage
from England, whence he had been dilpatched after the
‘Toulon fleet, his fhips were feparated in a ftorm, and
did not reach New York butatlong intervals, and®many
of them in (o fhattered a ftate that they were not in rea-
dinefs® to proceed to fea till the eighteenth of Ottober.
He then went in queft of the count D'Eftaigne; but his
ill fortune ftill continued to perfecute him. Scaicely had
© he reached the bay ot Bofton, when on the firlt of No-
vember, another tremendous ftorm arofe, which fo dif=
. abled his fleet, that he was obliged to put back toRhode
Ifland to refit. ‘This afforded D'Eftaigne a favorable
opportunity of proceeding to the Weit Indies, and of
making the attempt, though unfuccefsful, which has
been juft related ; while Byron was weather-bound at
Rhode Ifland for a fortnight atter his fhips were ready
to fail, and even in his pallage thence had one of them
difmafted. To thefe untoward circumitances the efcape of
the French fleet was entirely owing : and fo {enfible was
D'Eftaigne of the dunger of encountering even an equa-
lity of Buitifh naval torce, that for fix months together
he only ventured twice out of the bay of Fort Royal, and
both times haftily returned as foon as Byron’s fleet was
fecn ftanding towards him.  Squadrons were frequently
fknt to cruife off the mouth of the haibour where the
count lay, and, if poflible, to provoke him to come out
and rifk an engagement ; but no mortification of this fort

could induce him to deviate from his defenfive plan.

XVIII. Whilit the French, from having been the af-
{ailants, were thus reduced, as ‘it were, to_a ftate of
tiege in the Weft Indies, they had neaily loft all their
pofletfions in the Eaft.  When a ruptwie was feen to be
inevitable, fo expeditioufly had the Englifh Eaft India
company tranfmitted their orders, and with fo much
rromptimde weie thele orders exccuted, that the war
broke out in the moft diftant extremitics of the empire
almoft as foon as in the paits neareft to its centre. Chan-
dernagore and all the fa&tories belonging to the French
in Bengal, at Yanaon and Kuical, with their fettlement

Vou. 111, X at
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at Maflulipatam, were wrefted from them during the.
fummer ; and, in the onth of Oftobes, the town and
fortrefs of Pondicherry, the capital of the French poffei~
fions,*and the feat of their government in India, with an
immenfe train of artillery, and a ganilon of thiee thou-
fand men, nine hundred of whom were Europeans; after
being invefted for two months and ten days by an army
un&cr general Munro by land, and by a {mall naval foice
under fir Edward Vernon, who had previoufly defeated a
French [quadron under M. de Fronjolly ¥, was furren-
dered by capitulation. ‘Thus in lefs than four months,
the French power in Bengal, and on the coaft of Coro-
mandel, was entirely anmhilated.

XIX. From thefe fcenes ot remote hoftility, it is now
time to advert to the fituation of affairs in Europe, Af-
ter the delivery of the 1clcript announcing the treaty be-
tween France and the revolted colonics, though war was
not formally declared by Great Biitain, the meft aflidu-
ous preparations were made for it on both fides. ‘The
count D*Eftaigne’s [quadron, as before deferibed, imme-
diately failed trom Toulon; and as foon as his deftina-
tion could be afcertained by the Britith miniftry, a fleet
of equal force was difpatched after him under the com-
mand of admiral Byron. But it was at Breit that the ut-
moft vigour of naval equipment feemed to be exerted by
the French, while the ftale device of threatening an in-
vafion was again reforted to, and large bodies of troops
were matched from the interior parts of the kingdom to
the fea-coalt bordering on the Britith channel. In En-
gland nothing was negleéted, for the purpoft cither of de-
tence, or of powing juft vengeance upona perfidious ene-

* Commodore Vernon's force confifted of only the
Rippon of fixty guns, the Coventry of twenty eight,
the Seahorfe of twenty, the Cormorant floop, and an
Indiaman : that of the enemy confifted of a fixty four-
gun fhip, two frigates, oneof thirty {ix, thc other of’
thirty two guns, and two India fhips armed for war:
one of the French frigates was taken: the reft left
Pondicherry to its fate. my.
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my. ‘To guard againit the poffibility of an invafion, the
militia were called out and embodied ; and a Britith flect
of twenty fhips of the line was cruifing in the channel,
betore the grand fleet of France, notwithftanding all the
-advantages of long concerted plins, of conccalment and
treachery, wdas in 1cadinels to come out of Breft harbour.
XX. Admiral Keppel, an officer of diftinguifhed merit
and reputation had been fixed upon to command the
channel flcet, His talents, experience, and populafity
certainly gave him juft claims to fuch an appointment :
yet there is fome reaion to f{uppofe that the baneful in-
fluence of his party conneétions had chilled, if not.to-
tally deftroyed in him that noble enthufiafin, that patii-
otic ardour in the caufe he undertook, which is more
effential, perhaps, than any other requifite to promote,
And even to command fuccefs. Hefailed from St. Helen’s
on the thirteenth of fune, with a difcretionary power of
adting according to circumftances, as no blow had yet
been firuck by the enemy, which could bring upon them

the diredt charge ot aggreffion, though their leaguin
with the rebel lubjeéts of the Britith crown was a fut-
ficient denunciation of hoftility.  Juft at the entiance of
the Bay of Bifcay, on the feventeenth, the admiral dif-
covered two French frigates, the Licorne and the Belle
Poule, very intent on taking a furvey of his fleet. As
they refufed to bring to, after the ufual fignal for that
purpole, a chafe enfued, when the Licoine, being over-
taken towards evening by (everal fhips ot the fleet, con-
fented to fail with them during the night; but, in the
morning, difcovering an intention to get off, a fhot was
fited acrofs her way to make. her keep her tourle, upon
which fhe fuddenly poured a whole broadfide ot hergieat
guns and mufketry into the America, an Englifh line-of-
battle fhip which happened to be neareft to her, at the
very moment that lord Longford, the commander, was
ftanding upon the gunwale of his own fhip, in tiiendly
converfation with the French captain. Such a wicked
and audacious bravado, though inftantly followed by the
friking of her colours, and happily attended with no

X2 other
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other effe€t than that of wounding four of the America’s
crew, might well have juftified the return ot a broadfide
which would probably have fent the French frigate to the
bottom. But lord Longtord, with a magnanimity that
did him honor, reftrained his refentment, and fatisfied
himfelt with ordering the Licorne under the fern of the
Viétory, admiral Keppel's fhip. "T'he Belle Poule, after
a warm engagement with the Arethuty, efcaped by sun-
ning on fhore. ‘The Pallas alfo, anotha Fiench frigate,
being difcovered reconnoitring, was conduted into the
flect and detained. From the papers tound onboard thefe |
frigates, admiral Keppel obtaned fuch information of the
ftrength ot the French fleet fitting out at Bieft, as deter~
mined him to return into port, and wait for a 1e-inforce-
ment.  ‘The fleet accordingly came to an anchor at St.
Helen's on the twenty feventh of June; and with fuch dif-
patch were the meafures for 1e-inforcing it carried into
execution, that the admiral w as again at fea by the mid-
dle of July, with an addition of ten fhips of the line.

XXI. In the mean time, the French fleet, confifting
of thitty two fhips of the line, commanded by the count
D‘Orvi?;icrs, had failed trom Breft; and immediately
on its departure, general letters of reprifal agamft the
king of Great Britain and his fubjets, grounded on the
captureof the Pallas and Licorne, were 1tlued by the court
of France. The two fleets came n fight of each other
in the afternoon of the twenty third of July ; and admiral
Keppel threw out a fignal tor foiming the line, but his
fhips being much difperfed, night came on by the time
they were able to get into their proper flations, and be-
fore morning the French obtained the weather-gage, For
four fucceflive days did the Britifh admiral, by chafing
to windward, endeavour to biing the enemy to ation,
which the latter feemed very delirous of avoiding. At
length, in the morning of the twenty feventh, the Britith
fleet then redoubling its cfforts to profit by a flight va-
riation of the wind in its favour, a dark fquall fuddenly
came on, and at the clearing up of the weather in about”
half an hour, the French flcet was perceived to havelfal-

en
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len toleeward, and was now fo near the leading! fhips in
the van of the Britifh fleet, commanded by fir Robert
Haland, as to begin to cannorade them, An engage-
ment enfued, which lafted about two hows, the fleets
paffing on contiary tacks, and in oppofite dneftions. As
foon®as they had cleared each other, and the firng had
ceafed, the Biitith admiral wore his fhip to return upon
the cnemy, and threw out a fignal for the reft ot the flect
to form the line 5 but at this moment, obferving that fome
of his fhips, difabled i the cngagement, had fallen to
leeward, and were in danger of being cut off by the
enemy, he was in the firt place ebliged to take meafures
tor thar fafety. By the manceuvies neceflary for this
purpof, and by the length of time required tor repairing
the damages fuftained by the fhips of the rear divifion
under fir Hugh Pallifer, which had come laft out of the
adtion, theddy was fo far {pent before they could be again
brought into their ftations in the line, that nothing now
remained but the (xpeétation of the commander in chief,
¢¢ that the French would fight it out handfomely next
day.” D'Ouvilliets put on every appearance of intend-
ing to do fo; but in the night he quitted his fation, and
fteered for the coalt of Fiance, leaving three of his tii-
gates to fhew lights at proper intervals, conefponding
to the leading fhups of the threedivifions of his fleet, fo as
to remove all fufpicion of his retreat. In the morning
the rearmoft of hus fhips were at fuch a diftance as to be
fearcely difceinible ; and as their inferiority had been
fully demonttiated both in the aétion, and by theit prefent
flight, it was matter of fincere regiet to eyer Biitifh pa-
triot, that the attack had not been renewed the preceding
evening, and that (o glorious an opyortunity was now
loft ot giving a death-blow to the French navy at the
very opening of the war. A purfuit being deemed ute-
lefs, admiral Keppel returned to Plymouth to repair the
damage done to his fleet, and then 1efuming his former
ftation, kept the fea as long as the approaching winter
feafon would admit. The Fiench fleet, being alfo re-
fitted, ventured out of Breft ; but inttead of diretting

3 . thew
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their courfe where they were fure of encountering an ene-
my, they made their way to the fouthward, where the
were a3 certain of meeting none, and where their crwife
could anfwer no other purpofe than merely that of pa-
radc. .

XXII. Though the twenty feventh of July cerfainly
was not ¢ a proud day to England,” yet fome ciicum-
ftances arofe out of the engagement which may be deemled
fortunate, It took placeat a critical tine, when feveral
Biitith fleets of homeward-bound merchantmen were
expefted in the channel ; and as D'Orvilliers was driven
into Breft to 1efit, it happened that during this interval
the fleets arrived in fafety.  The aftion had alfo another
good effett 5 it imprefled upon the French fuch a con-
{cioufnefs of their inequality to a 1enewal of the conteft,
that, in order to avoid it, they kept loitering about Cape
Finifterre, and abandoned their own coafts and the bay
to the Britifh flect ; by whichmeans the fiade to England
arrived from the different quarters of the world, in a ftate
of fecurity fcaicely exceeded by that of peace, while the
French commercg became a picy to the Englifh cruifers,
in a degree whicf\ few former wars had equalled for the
time,  But thefe advantages, however fubftantial, could
not fatisty the public for the negleét of what they thought
a favorable opportunity of terminating the war by a fingle
blow. The failure of a complete vidlory was by fome
attiibuted to the commander in chief for not puthing his
fuccefs, and by others to fir Hugh Pallifer for not obey-
ing with all poffible promptitude the fignals of his fupe-
tior officer, preparatory to afecond attack. Some fevere
ftri€tures on the vice-admiral’s difregard of orders Fav-
ing appeared in the public prints, he wrote to admiral
Keppel, requiring from him an exprefs contradiftion of
fuch foul ajpeifions. With this requeft the adimiral pe-
yemptorily refufed to comply ; upon which fir Hugh
Pallifer publifhed in one of the moining papers a ftate-
ment of paiticulars relating to the a&tion, withan intro-
duétory letter containing a pieat deal of implicd cenfure
on the commander in chict, The latter immediately
acquainted
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acquainted the firft lord ot ¢ e admiralty, that he could
never fail, or actin conjunttion with the vice-admiral
ot the blue, until matters were thoroughly explained by
that officer.  Lhe indifcreet zeal of the partins on
“both fides foon cartied the difpute to fuch a height as
had riearly cieated a fatal diffention in the naval fuvice.
It was taken up with great warmth i the houfc of
lords on the very fult day of the feflion, [Nov. 26] and
afterwards difcuffed in the houle of commons with ttll
greater vehemence, both the admiral and vice-adimiral
being prefent, and taking a fhare in the debates, winch
ended 1 a declaration on the vice-admiral's part, ¢ that
finding he could not obtain juftice by any pertonal appli-
cation, and that no public motives could induce the ad-
miral to biing torward any charge againft him, which
might afford an opportunity for the vindication of his
charaéter, he had been driven by neceflity, (not having
a right to demund a trial on himfelt) in order to repair,
the injuiy done to his honor, to lay leveral articles of
accufation againit admiial Keppel, tending to fhew, as
he would hereafter demonitiate, that the failure of fug-
cefs on the twenty-feventh ot July, with the fubfequent
confequences and difappointment to the nation, were
owing to the mifconduct and tault of that commander.™

1779. XXIII. In confequence of chaiges now Ipe-
cifically pointed out, the board of admiralty thinking
themielves obliged to give the neceflary direftions for
proceeding to tiial, it cammenced at Portfinouth the fe-
venth of January, and was not cloled till the eleventh
of the next month, The refult of it was very flattering
to the commander in chief: he was not only acquitted,
but the charges agamft him were declared to be malia
cious and ill-founded. The acquittal was celebrated in
London for two nights fucceffively with the ufual tefti-
monies of popular joy, but was alfo difgraced by the
ufual ebullitions of popular outrage. Even the iron gates
and pallifades of the Admiralty were but a weak funce
againft the fury of the mob; and the houtes of fir Hugh
Pallifer, of lord Sandwich, and of feveral others, were

threatened
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thicatened to be demolifhed, until troops were brought
forward to their protetion.  Admiral Keppel’s fiiends
were not lefs aétive to obtain for him fome tiibutes of
patlianentary applaufe. The thanks of both loufes
wete voted to him for his condu@. One member only
of the commons, Mr. Stuit, had the firmnefs, for many,
it was believed, had the wdlination, when the queition
was put, to fay, in a vay audible and impreffive tone of
voice, No.  Sir Hugh Pallifer had alfo obtained a comt
wattial on himfelf, and was acquitted, but not without
a flight cenfure.  He now fult the neceffity of giving .
way to the florm of party ; and fucceflively 1¢figned his
place at the admialty board, his lieutenant generalthip
of marines, and his government of Scaiborough Cai-
tle, befides vacating his feat in the heufe of commons.
‘The want of temper and policy appears to have been lus
greatelt crime. His woifl eneniics were forced toacknow-
ledge his fignal bravery on the twenty feventh of July:
it he was yeally blamable for a voluntary negleét of fig-
nals and contempt of ordeis after the adion, the com-
mander in chiet cannot well efcape cenfure for nat en-
forcing obedience, when he knew the honor and intercit
of his country to be at flake.

XXIV. Even a flight fketch of the violent and fa&tious
dcbates, which took up the time and diftratted the at-
tantion of parliament during the greater part of this
feflion, would be cqually ufelels and unentertaining. The
members of the oppofition in both houfes exhauited the
fenility of their invention in divefitying the modes of
attack on all the minifters, but moie efpecially on the
noble ear] at the head of the naval department, bringing
forward a variety of moticns, fometimes of cenfure on
his condu, and at other times more dire@ly for his re-
moval from his majefty’s fervice. It wasaly to fee, that
thele: motions originated fiom the rage of difappointment,
the madnefs of paity, and malevolence of faction. In

“whatever new fhape they came forward, they were there-
fore 1€ ¢&ted by as many dittint regatives.

XXV. It was not li{ely that the fupplies for the p]uh;

. ic
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« lic fervice, however juftified by the exigencies of the
ftate, would elcape animadverfion. Lord North, at the
opening of his budget, fated with gicat candor the de-
ficiency of the laft year’s taxes, the unavoidible increafe
«of the national expenditure, the difficulty he had been
under in negociatng a loan, and the dutant pro:peétof
a peace.  The fiudt evil, which arofe from the operation
ofthe fervants tax having been poftponed, and fiom the
under-rating of the ncuies, and other errors m that plan
of affefliment, admittel ot an cafy and cffe&ual remedy.
‘The increafe of expences could not be avorded, without
relaxing our exeitions when they ought to be moft vigor-
ous, and rehinquithing every objelt of natwnal honor
and nauonal interctt.  The eftimate of thofe expences for
the prefent year amounted to fomewhat more than fifteen
millions. The provifions confilted of two millions feven
hundred thoufand pounds | nd and malt tix; two mil-
Jions finking fund; one million and a hali exchequer
bills ; vote ot credit for one mullien, chargeable on the
next aids 3 about twelve hundied theuiand pounds ne-
gotiable fecurities, to be ifiued atier the Miclpebinas
tollow ing 5 and a new loan ot {.ven nullicns, to be raifed
by annuities in the threc per cent. confolidated tunds,
befides a farther annuity ot thrce pounds fifteen flule
lings per cunt. to ceate at the expiration of twenty nine
years, and a douccur of leven lottery tickets at ten
pounds each to cvery fubteriberof a thouland pounds.
“The intercft of the ncw loan was to be paid by an addi-
tional duty of five per cent. on the full produce of the
excife and cuftoms, beer and ale, foap, candles, and
hides excepted ; by a tax of one penny per thile on cvery
poft horfe; and by an additional duty of five per cent,
on cambtic.  Though the terms of the loan were haid,
it admitted of fome confolaticn that the public would be
relieved fiom the moft oppreflive part of the buithen in
twenty nine years ; and whatever might be thought of
the propriety of an open fubfcription, 1t was too hazard-
ous an experiment to make in the midit of a war, when
great fums were to be borrowed, and a great deal of un-
funded
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funded-debt was floating in the waiket,  Asteo the pro-
bable continuance of the war, his lordfhip faid there were
only thiee events that ftruck him, which could render
prace defirable to any man w ho had the intereft and glory
of his country at heart.  Theft were the return of Ame-
rica to her former ftate of obedience; the relinquifhing
lier conneétion with Frauce ; or France relaxing in her
demands. ‘The two former no man was at libeity to
pronounce upon, and the latter there was little likeli-
hoad ot at prefent.  In fuch a ftate of affairs it was
theretore fair to prefinne, that a prolpeét of peace was
at a confiderable diftance; and though he did not doubt
but money could be had in the ufual manner, he thought
it would not be unworthy that houle and the nation at
large to turn their thoughts to fome mode of railing the
fupplies within the ycar, on account as well of the pre-
fent as futuie advantages that muft 1efult in a variety of in-
ftances from the adoption ot fuch a plan. Mr. Fox and
Mi. Burke excrted all their well-known powers, the one
in expofing what he called the futility of load Noith’s
remarks, and the other in defcanting on his lordthip's
infolence.  But neither thoir arguments nor their invec-
tives prevented the committee from agrecing to the pro-
pofed refolutions, the report of which was afterwards
received by the houft, and fully fanétioned.  With regard
to the hint of raifing {upplies within the year, as neither
his lordfhip, nor any of his fucceflors in office has fince
thought proper to make the attempt, the queftion, whe-
ther it may be practicable or expedient, is ftill open for
the exercife of {peculative ingenuity.

XXVI. Among vaiious other grounds of refiftance
to minifliy, or of a crimination of their meafures, an
inquiry into the conduét of the American war was not
omitted by their political adverfaries.  Sir William
Howe finding, upon his 1¢turn to England, that his own
condut was generally condemnad, threw humfelf for pro-
tection and exculpation into the aims of a paity, who
boldly vindicated the moft cenfurable of his proceedings,
his fupmenefs, inattivity, and blunders; -and brot}ght

the
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the matter before pailiament, wnder the double preterice
of public utility and of particular juftice.  On his part,
it was alledged, that he had not the cordial confidence
and fupport of miniftry ;—that the orders they hdd fent
him wore never clear, but ambiguous, and fuch as might
be caftly cxplained away in cale of any adverfe accident
atifing from their execution ;—and that they had con.
cealed from parliament and from the nagion the true ftate
of aftairs in America, piomifing fuccefs when they knew
there was no reafon to expeétit.,  In repljl to the fitft of

{ fupport, the
vaft exertions ot the munitter for the Awnerican depait-
ment were recapitulated, and the letters of fir William
Howc acknowledging them : with regard to the fecond,
it was proved, by the correfpondence between the gene-
ral and the fame minitter, that every plan piopofed by
the former was fure to meet with the approbation of the
latter 5 and that fhionger teftimonies ot confidence in a
general could not be given by thofe who employed him,
than that he fhould be left unconftrained by particular
inttrudtions, uncontrolled by fuptiior jower, and at en-
tite hberty to profecute the war according to his own
ideas: and as to the thiid charge, it was alfo thewn,
fiom the fame conelpondence, that the minifler’s intel-
ligence concerning the ftare ot America was not materi-
ally different from what had been communicated to hin
by the general, nor his hopes of fuccefs more fanguine
or more lively than the difpatches ot the commander in
chief warranted him to entertain,  But thefe anfwers not
being able to filence the interefted clumors of a party, the
houie of commons refolved itfelf into a committee of in-
quiry, on the twenty ninth of Apuil, and was occafionally
employed for two months after i examining papers, and
interrogating perfons, who were fuppofed well qualificd
to give the beft information on the fubjeét. Lord Corn-
wallis, major general Grey, and fome othrer officers, whq
had ferved under fir Willam Howe, happening to be
then in England, weie cagerly brought to the bar of the
houfe, trom their known partiality to their late com-

z mander
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mander’ in chief.  The teftimony of lord Cornwallis
would, indeed, have had confiderabl: weight, had he not
declined an{wering any queftion which 1elated to matters
of opirfion. His tendernefs for fir William Howe’s cha-
raftur fuggefted this expedients he could not have done’
nore, as he was incapable ot facnficing tiuth even-te
fiien thp.  Cenaal Giey’s evidence, as far as it went,
was very favorable to fir Willin Howe 5 but it was ex-
tremely limired m poine of time and place, and lerved
only to fotten a few of the lealt exceptionable parts of the
commmder b chiet’s condu¢t.  The longer this bulinefs
cont;nued, the greater realon miniflry h~d to be convineed,
that the whole was a fadtious intrigue.  Refolving,
thetefore, no longer to pumit theit opponents to run in
the rce of exammation alone, but to vindicate their own
meaimes, they fummoned mmy gentlemen of undoubted
reputation, petfectly acquainted with the conduét of the
war, and with the ftate of Ameiica, to give evidence
refpeéling thofe matters.  OF this the movers of the in-
quity were apprized, and they foon began to lofe courage.
Only two witnefles were examined, on what may be called,
in the language of judicial tiials, the fide of ad miniftra-
tion ; ma,or general Robertion, who had ferved twenty
dour years in America as quarter-mafter general, bri-
gadier and major-general; and Mr. Galloway, a gentle-
man of Penfylvania, of fortune and confequence as well
as good abilities, who was bred to the law, and had been
a mumber of congrefs, but had come over to the royal
army in December 1776, Such was the circumitantia-
Jity, cedibility, and weight of their evidence, that the
movers or managers fmank from the inquiry ; and vn
the twenty ninth of June, the admiral being ablent, one
of his friends .nade a motion of adjournment, which was
agreed to without any debate; and thus the committee
expired.

XXVII. The laft feflion had been ditinguited by
an a& of the moft liberal indulgence to Roman catholics.
The hke fpirit of found policy and of tiuly Chriftian
toleration was now exerted in.davor of protei{ant diflent-

ing:
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L ing mmifters and fchoolmaters. A bill was brought in
and carried thiough both houfes with gicat facility, the
objett of which was to relieve thale people from fome
painful and abfurd reftiélions, which nothing bue the
Suveteracy of pigjudice could have fo long continued.—
Ttsappeared, indeed, to be the laudable and very rational
with of government, at this time, to combine the in-
terefts and afteétions of all orders of mcg inone commen
bond of wmen, and to concentrate, as & weie, into one
mafs all the fuength that could be found in the different

S parts of the empue.  “The only feemmg exception to the
general buth of this 1emark was the difcoaragement of
vatous motions forraking nto confidaration thedifhieflis
of the Iuh, and tor affuraing them fome commercial 1e-
Lict.  But this backwaidndts ot the minifliy aofe froin
the intricacy ot the fubjett, and the wantot tine, amid{t
the huiry of othar conceins, to prepare fuch regulations
of the tiade both of Ircland and Englanl, as might of-
tord eftcétual relicf to the one, without matcrially mjuring
the other, When the matter was debated in the upper
houfe, the prefidunt of the council went fo far asto pledge
lumfelt, that a proper plan for accommodating the affans
ol Licland fhould be digefted by the miniftas duiing the
recefs, and in 1cadinets to lay before paihament at the
opuning of the enfuing feflion.

XXVIIL. A fhort wme before the prorogation, a
1oyal meflage was delivered to both hoults, informing
them, that the Spanifh ambafador had prefenzed a mani-
fefto, containing a declaration of hoftility on the part of
the Catholic king : the pi-tonces, on which the declara-
tion was founded, excited the greater fwprife, as many
of them had nuver betore come to the knowledge ot his
majelty, whofe conduct towards Spam had Been guided
by no cther motives o1 principles than thofe of good taith,
honor, and juftice: but his majefty trulting to the public
fpirit of his parlament, and to the blefling ot God an
the rectitdde of his intentions and theequity of his caule,™
had the fulleft confidence that he thouid be able to with-
ftand and defcat the Unjult and dangurous enterprifes of

Vou. III. Y his
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his enemies.  After fume taunts and reproaches’ from fe-’
veral munbers of the oppofition, the commions unani- *
moufly concuted m affurances ol ftanding by his majefty
withi their lives and fortunes 5 but an addiefs, xprefling
the famu fentiments of unfhiaken fidelity and firm fupport,
was not cantied in the lerds without long debates, and
the propoial of two amendments by the minority; fome
of whom conteilded for a change of {yitan as the only
means ot 1efifting the powertul cornbination that threaten-
ed the country, whilc others with luis difguife urged the.
nceeflity of a toral change of men as well as meafures.®
An act ter rarfing volunteer companics to ftrengthen the
nmilitia, and another to take away, foralimited time, the
Jegal cxemptions from bomg prodlid to ferve on board the
navy, having been prepucd tor the royal aflent on the
third of July, his majcfty put an end to the feflion by
yeturning his malt cardial thanks to pathamant for their
zeal in the fupport of lo jutt and needlary a war, confi-
dering it as a happy owen to the fuccefs of his arms,
that the increafe of difficulties ferved only to augment the
courage and conftancy ot the nation.

XXIX. The fiege of Gibraltar, which fpecdily follow-
ed the hottile refeript from the court of Spain, pointed
out the firft and immediate objeét of her defigns,  The
blockade on the land-fide commented in the month of
July; and the place was foon aftcr invefted as clofely by
fea as the natuie of the gut and the varicty of wind and
weathcrwould permit. It happened for tunately for Great
Britain, that all the capital efforts of the Spanifh nation
fhould bg dieted, at this junfture, to fo wmprati-
cable and ruinous an ente prife.  As to France, fiichad
opened the year with a fuccelstul expedition to the coaft
ot Africa. ~ The fettlement of Senegal and the Britifh
forts on the river Gambia weie captuied in Febiuary by
a fquadren under the duke de Lauzan. It haviug then
been thought neceffary, for the fake of ftrengthening
Sen-gal, to remove thither the troops and artillery from
Gouee, this ifland was foon afterwards feized and garri-
foned by fir Edward Hughes, who had force futﬁcli)ent :!m

0ar
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board his flect to recover the other poffeffions; byt his
deftination was tor the Eaft Indies, where he had-much
gieater objets in view. Oun the firk of May, another
expedition was undertaken by the French againtt the ifle
of Jeuley, with five or fix thoufand men in flat-bottomed
bosgs, under convoy of three frigates and {ome finaller
veflels,  They were fo waumiy and vigotoufly received
by.the feventy eighth 1egiment and the militia of the
ifland, that, aftera fant and {piitlers /ﬂforr, they relin-
quifhed the : ptel prife.  Ina tewdays atier, the trigates
being (ecn parading on the oppofite coaft of Normandy,
were putfued into Concalle B iy by a finall fquadion un-
der the command ot fir Jumes Wallace in the Experiment
ot fitty guns, who taking upon himfelf the chaige and
ritk of his own fhip, when the pilots rcfuitd to conduét
her any farther, Lud her a-breatt of a battery that covered
the 1unaways, and foon flenced it. Avmed boats ware
immediately font to board the ¥reneh fhips, which had
been abandondd by thewr crews. A catter ot fixteen
guns was leuttled as fhe lay on the fhore; two of the
tricates weie bwine 3 and the third, La Dana ot thitty
four guns, with the fnallor volitls, was towed off 1
triumph.

XXX. However completely the infolence of thofe in-
vaders was punifhed, the attempt on Jufey proved, in
its accidental confequences, exuemdy montitying and
injurious to Great Biitain. It happaned that admiral
Aabuthnot, with a fquadion of men of war, and a Lage
flect of merchantmen and tranfports, was then on the
outfet of his voyage to New Yok,  As hewas proceed-
ing down the channel on the fccond of May, he tcll in
with a veflel fent exprefs from Jeifey, with the firit ac-
count of the fuppofcd danger ot that ifland.  He failed
dire&tly with part of the fquadron for its relief, ordering
the reft, and the fhips under their proteétion; towait his
return at Torbay.  Upon hisarrival ofl Gueiniey, find-
ing that the French had been repulfed, and that his afe
fittance was no longer neceflary, he tacked about to re-
jow his convoy. Though he loft as jitile time as pof-
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fiblein this unfortunatedoviation fromhis originakcout fe,
it was the cle of much fubfequent delay.  His fleet,
which had anchored at Torbay, was prevented trom fail-
ing ter near a month aftar by contraly winds; and it
being very reafonably appichended, that, in the intaval
of 1ts detention, the Fiench receiving incelligence of
its immenfe value, and of the force that protafted
it, might be tc‘\:prcd to make a vigorous effert for
its capture, in ¢vder to deteat fuch an attempt, ten
thips from the channel fleet were detached; . nder admi-
ral Daiby, to accom;«ny Arbuthnot toa ceitain latitude,
whence be might proceud in patedt feemity,  The
channel fleet, weakened by fo confiderable a detachment,
was obliged to fufpend a plan already tormed tor blocking
up the hoibow of Breft; and the French, availing them-
felves of the opportunity, hurricd to fra withan imperfect
equipment, and joined the flect of Spain on the twenty
fourth of June. ‘This jun&ion, which thelite untoward
accidents had rendered 1t impotlible for the Biitifh naval
force to prevent, was tiuly alaiming.  The two flects
amounted to mere than fixty fail of the hine, with
nearly an ¢qual number of {iigates and firaller vel-
lels,  Soon after their jun&ion, they fteered for the
Buitith channel, in the mouth of which fir Charles
Haidy, who had fucceded Keppel, was cruifing with a
flect of thirty e'ght fhips of the line, and f{umething
lefs than its due proportion of fiigates. The combined
flects paffed him, abeut the middle of Auguft, without
either party having difcovered the other, and proceeded
on as far as Plymouth, in fight ot which place they con-
tinued parading for two or three days, until a ftrong caf-
terly wind fet in, and compelled them to retire.  The
fame wind had alfo diiven the Britith flect to fea; but,
on the laft day of Auguft, fir Charles Hardy regained huis
former ftation, and entered the channel in full view of the
enemy, who did not attempt to moleft him. He now
éndeavoured to entice them into the nairower pait of the
channel, where their great fupuiority in numbel would
have been of lefs avail ; they followed him as high as

Plymouth,
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Plymouth, but would ventureno farther.  Their crews
were faid to be fickly ; their fhips to be in bad condi-
tion ; and the feafon for equinottial gales was fait ap-
proaching.  Count D'Orvilliers thought it thercforg pru-
dent to quit the channel early in September, and itear
bagk o Buett, without eflelting any thing father than
LHE CEPLUIC UL LIS ATUCHL 1A UL Wy WL Hald d0C'a
degtally fallen in with thecombined fleers.  Though the
naval pride of England was certainly flery much morti-
fied at fuch iflults on her own coaft, and at the ictient
pPiher fleelbefore the encmy 5 yet the ral difyrace was
on the fide of France and Spain, who havingata vaft ex-
pence fitted out and brought together greatar umaments
than had ever, pahaps, been allembled on the feas, faw
their efforts expire in empry parade, and than big hopes
of {weeping the ocean terminate in the cipture of a fina
gle fhap.

XXXI. The eventsin the Welt Indics, and on the banks
of the Millifippi,proved more flattering to the views ot the
houfe of Bourbon, though not unconeited by fone fe-
vere ftrokes of difappomtinent and 1ofs.  The paflieenefs
with which D'Eftaigne fulfered himtelf t9 be coatinually
defied, or rather blocked up in Fort Royal harbow, by
a {lect fuperior only in comage to his own, his been al-
reidy noticed.  Both fleets were re nfarged in the hegina
ning of the year 5 that of admural Byron by feveral hips
ot war from Englaud, under commodore Rowley, and
that of count 12’Eftaigne by a fquadion fiom France, un-
der the command of M. de Gr:e.  Bat as the{: accel=
fions of fiength were nearly bianced on both fides, the
count fill declined the chillenge and enduwied the inlults
of his fpirited enemy.  Thedeprture of admiral Byron
on the fixth of June, to convoy the valuable trade or the
Wc(t India iflinds a part ct their wiy to Englind, af-
forded D*Efaiqac an opportumty of commencing opera-
tions. He (et a detachment of fowr hundred and fifty
men to the ifland ot St. Vincent, which, though givss
foned by feven companices of regular trosps, furrendered
without a fhots "L'hus is afciibed to the diead enter.
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tainced of an infurreStion of the Caribbs, who had never
been perfedtly reconciled to the Engliflt goveinment, and
who were ready to jom the French as foon as they landed.
D'Eftuigne beng farther encowaged by another large
remforcement under M. de Motte Piquet, failed from
Foit Royal with twenty-fix fhips of the line, cight lyrge
fiigates, and a number of tranfports having nine tou-
fand tioops on hgud, and fteered for Grenada, where
he artived the fecoad ot July.  Lord Macartney, the go-
veraor, though his whole gurifon did noe-wexceed one
hundied und filty 1egul us, withabout the fume number,
ot nulitia, yet being thongly pofted on an intienched
hill, he repulied the fivlt afliult of between twoand three
thoufand of the French, with the moft heroic valour.—
But the fuperiority of numbers was at length decifive ;
and the Britifh lines waie foreed, atter o hard confliét,
which Luted about an hour and « half, and in which three
hundred of the affailants are fxid to have been killed or
wounded.  Noxt day, Macaitney and his brave compa-
nions, rather than give a tormal aflent to terms preferih-
ed by the inlolence of vidlory, futtendered at diferetion.
Adwmiral Byion, on his 1etwn to St. Lucia, recciving
intligence of the capture of St. Vincent’s, waited only
) have fome troops embuked, and direted his cowfe
tiuthee 5 bug, on his pafhige, be head the Rill more un-
welcowe tilings of the attack on Gienada, the reliet of
which wits therefor e to be immediately attempted. Though
his ferce confifted of only twenty-one thips of the lue,
and one frigate, befides trm ports, he was animated by
the warmeft hopes of fuzcess, bemng totally ignorant of
de la Motte's junétion with D'Lituigne. At day-bicak
on the fixth of July, he came in view of the enemy ; but
the French commander, having alrcady effected his pui-
pofe, was little inclined, notwithftanding nis piefent fu-
petority, tortk a clofe engagement, A warm, but
F{luial and undecifive aStion enfued, in which three or
our of the lunglifh fhips (wttamed confiderable damage
in their maits, fails, and rigging, though their lofs m
kadled and wouraded bose a vay fmall proportion to the

dieadful
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dreadful {laughter on board the French fleet.* ” In the
refult, admiral Byron, who, to his great mortification,
had feen the white flag flying on thetoitrefs of St. George,
but who muft alfo have felt his nequality to any*farther
attempts for the 1ecovery of the ifland, withdrew next
d\(to St. Chiiftopha’s, D*Eftugne having in thenighe
rettuned to Gienada.

* XXXII. The balance of conquey was now greatly
infavour of §he Fiench; and the fupfriority of their flect
Jpreada @il punic among the mhabitants of the 1e-
maining Buiuth poflcfiuns i that quarter. 1t is however
probable, that the fevere lofs of men in the late conflict
concurred with the approach of the hurricane feafon to re-
ttiain for the prefent any further attempts of 1)'Eftaigne
on the Wit India iffands. Atter remaining for fome
time (o {cttle the government of his new acquifition, he
indulged his vanity in paading for aday with his whole
torce i fight of St. Chnttopher’s, and then proceeded to
Cape Frangows in Hifpenichie Hoe he received letter,
from the French coniul at Cauldtown, and from the
governor of Caroling, wcquainting him with general Pre.
volt’s having liely thicatened that city 5 fully explaming
the eritical fituation of ol the adioining provinees 5 and
pointing out the advantages which neeht be expeded,
fhould he, during the buinizane months in the Wett In-
dics, vilit the Amaienn coait with his {leet, and co-cpe-
rate with gencral Lineoln in the 1ecovery of Geoigia, No-
thing could be more flattering to 1’1 Ragne’s pride than
fuch a profp.é of becoming the fuwin of the fouth rn
colonies 5 1o which, m the ardour ot his hopes, he added
the defign of afterwinds attacking, in cofjanhion with
Waflington, the Buitith force at New York by fea and
land at the fame tune j—=thus, by the redulion of that

* Endeavours were ufed toconceal the lofs of the
French, but the lowelft elhimate ftates it at 1200killed,
induding 21 oificers, and newrly 2000 woundgd ;
wheieas the lofs on bouid the Butith Hect amounted
only to 183 killed, and 346 wounde:d, ot whom there
were 4 officers in cach L&, illasa
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ffland and its dependencies, along with the confequent
ruin of the oppofite fleet and army, to bring the war on
that continent to a perfect conclufion. In purfuance of
thefe grand projeéts, he fet fail for Georgia, and unex-
pectedly amiving on the coaft, captuied the Aiiel of
twenty four guns then cruifing off Charleftown bar, and
the Experiment ot fitty guns, which had been fent {rum
New York with tgvo ftorcefhips under her convoy, and
whiclh, though alredly difmatted in a ftorm, made a very
gallant, but unavauling 1efiflance.  On the nlyh of Sep-
tember, D' Eftaigne anchored off the mouth of the buz
vanaah, and f{ent a haughty fummons to general Prevoft
to {uniender to the conquerors of Grenada.  That officer
with great addrefs obtained a truce for twenty four hours,
as if to deliberate on the meflage, but in reality to gain
all the time poflible for putting the place in the bett poi-
ture of defence, and with the hope allo of being joined by
a confiderable part of his forces, whom he had lelt under
colonel Maitland on the ifland of Port Royal, after his
retreat from Charleffown. They fortunately ariived be-
fore the expiiation of the tiuce, and a fpirited anfver was
made to D'Eflaigne’s menacing fummons, informmg him

. that the garrilon were detcrmined to detend themtelves to
the laft man. Nathing could prevent fome failors, who
had been diawn from the fhipping in the river to con.
ftruét and man the batteries, fiom expieffing their ufual
ardour by giving three loud cheers, upon firing the fig-
nal gun for the recommencement ot hothlitics. D™ Liftaigne
being joined by genaal Lincoln, a regular fiege com-
menced, which was fuftamed with great vigour by ge-
neral Prevoft, affited by the maiterly exertions of captamn
Moncrieff, the chicf engmeer.  The combined annies a-
mounted to more than ren thouland men : the whole force
in Savannah did not ¢xceed the fourth part of that num-
ber: nothing but the utmoft exuitions of (kill, courage,
and perfeverance could compenlate fo great a difpaiity.
On the morning of the fourth of October, the batterics
of the befiegers having opened with a diichaige from
ﬂt'ty three p-cees of heavy sannon and fourteen mortars,

a 1gquelt
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a requilt was made by gonaal Prevoft, that the women
and childien might be permitted to leave the town, and
embark on board vellels in the 1iver, which fhould be
plrced under the proteétion of the count D' Eflaighe, and
wait the iffue of the fiege. This propolal, dictated by
Hxuinity, was rejefted wath infults But, altheugh the
camdonade was inceflantly kept up fiem the tourth till
tite minth, few lives wae left, and the defences of the
town wete in,no tefpect mteially inflired. The French
conppaudeagiown impatient under the wmexpedted re-
filtance he had inct with, now dctermined upen a general
affault in concert with his allies.  After a ficreeand def-
puaate conteft, they were completely reuted on every fide,
leaving behind them in killed and wounded fix hundred
ard thirty feven or the French troops, and two hundred
and fixty four of the Americans*,  The iffue of the af-
fault determined that of the fiege. Inabout a week atter,
Lincoln made a piecipitate 1ctreat to Carolina; and
D’Eftaigne proceeded with the gieater pait of his fleet to
France, fending back the reft to the Weft Indies ; but
the Jatter having been difperfed in a ftorm, four of the
large frigates ware intereepted on their way to Martini-

uc.

XXXIII. ‘The campaign in the other parts of Ame-
rica was {pent by the Biitifh fleet and army in defultory
operations and partial expeditions, the objeft of which
feems to have been to diftiaét the attention of the Ame-
ricans by their multiplicity, and to weaken them by
gradually cutting oft theiriefomees. Sir Heany Clint.n
was indecd unable, from the low ftate of tnearmy, and
the unfortunate delay of the icinforcements under ad-
miral Arbuthnot, to engage in any projeét of magnitude
orimportance. The fame caufe neceflarily confined the
fphete of naval enterprife, though the fleet had been
fince April, in confequence of adniral Gambier’s recal,

* The whole lofs of the allicd armies during ‘the*
fiege, in killed, woundeu, and by defertion, was more
than 1500 men : that of the garrifon did not excced in
all onc hundred and twenty, under
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under the command of fir George Collier, an officer, emi-
nently diftinguithed for his zeal, a&ivity, and fuccefs.
He ftill dilplayed the fame fpirit ; but it wanted proper
ftrengtk for its fupport, and full fcope for its exertion.
His fuft attempt, in concert with general Matthew, was
an expedition to the Chefapeak, and a defcent upon Vir
ginia, where they demolithed Fort Nelfon, the grand.ge-
fence of the Amegican dock-yaid at Gofport, which
they buint, with il the timber it contained. A fimilar
deftrudtion was carried on at the town om Suffolk, at
Kempe’s Landing, Tanner's Creek, and otherplaces i
that quarter.  The damage done to the provincials has
been eflimated at halt amillion. The Americans thém-
felves, on the approach of the invaders, fut firc to a fhip
of war of twenty eight guns, belonging to congrefs,
and ready for Iaunching ; and alfo to two Fiench mer-
chantmen in the river, with their caigoes on board. Be-
fides thele, eight other fhips of war, upon the ftocks,
and feveral merchantwmen, were buint Ly the Briuth
troops ; and, cxclufively of all other lofies, the number
of veflels alone which were takenor defhioyed, during this
thort expedition begun and ended 1 the month of May,
amounted to one hundred and thirty feven. Immediately
on the return of the tioops and {quadion from Viginia,
they were joined by another detachment from the aimy
under general Vaughan, who had alicady embarked on
board of fome tianfports at New York'; and then pro-
ceeding up the North River, accompanied by fir Henry
Clinton, they carried, by great exertions of gallntry,
the two important pofts of Storey Point and Verplanks,
which the Americans had diligently fortified to preferve
the communicatior between the caftern and weftern co-
lonies., Another expedition under fiv George Collier,

overnor Tryon commanding the land forces, was pro-
jected nearly at the fame time againft Newhaven in Con-
_necticut, where they took or deftroyed the artillery, am-
htunition, and public ftores, with all the veflels in the
hadgour ; but fpared the town itlelf, with a degiee of
Jenity which the condut of the inhabitants fcarcely ‘;lfh

faaved ;
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ferved ; tor the viCtorious trocps, even after they had
pofleflion of the place, were treacheroully fired at from
the windows, and feveral of the centinels, thouglh placed
at private houfts to prevent plunder, were wounded upon
hey pofts. From Newhaven the fleet procevided to Fair-
¢\d 5 and as the forhcatance at the former town had
produccd no good cffect, the latter was laid i afhes, to
give an example of fiverity.,  Norwglbk and Gieenfield,
at each ofyv);ich places the troops wert fncceflively landed,
Sanca ol fame tate. A defeent at New London was alfo
intended 5 but that grand rendezvous tor pivateers being
likcly to make an obftinate refiffance, the flect fell back
to Long 1fland for a farther fupply of ammunition and a
re-inforcemnt of troops, beforc they made the attempt,
But while fir George Colliur was conferting with the
commander in chief on the fubject, a fudden blow was
ftruck by the American general Wayne, which called
oft’ theii attention to a duiferent quarter.  This was the
furprife of the ot at Stoney Point, which was taken by
aflault in the night ot the fiftcenth of July. The trani-
ports and tioops were immediately 1ecalled fiom  the
Sound ; and a detachment under bugadicr general Stir-
ling was fent up the North River, fit Henry Clinton
following with a greater torce, in expeétation that Wafh-
ington might be tempted to quit his faftnefles, and ritk
an engageent for the poflcfion of the fort.  This not
being the Amcrican commander’s intention, he gave or-
ders for evacuating the fort, which was done after as
many of the works had beun deftroyed as the time would
permit.  They weie {oon repaited by the Buitith troops,
and a larger garrifon than before was affigued for its de-
fence.  ‘The very night that biigadia Stuling 1ecovered
Stoney Pomnt, a~ detachment ot the Americans made a
fudden attack on Paulus Hook, a ftrong polt nearly op-
pofite to New Yoik on the Jerfey fide; but though they
carried a blockhoufe and two redoubts in the firft mo<
ments of furpiile, a well-dire€ted fire from another re-
doubt foon compelled them to 1etreat inthe utmoft huiry
and confulion, ~Almoft at the heel of thele tranlhé’ti?ns,
. RS
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a tar more important entes prife was undertaken by - fir
Guorge Collicr, for the selef of a fortrefs lately con-
ftiucted at themouth of the river Penobfcot, in the caftern
confinés of New England, and gani‘oned by a detach-
ment of the feventy fourth and eighty fecond 1egiments
tiom Nova Scotia. ~ This poft had been for fome tin 2
clotely invefted by an armament of confiderable Gice
tom Bonon, whizh was attacked lymg in the river, aud
alinoft entircly defitoyed by fir George Cellier, who took
two fligates of twenty and eighteen guns, and fom= pro~
vifion vlels: the reft, including a new frigate of thiity
two guns, five others from twenty four to twenty guils,
oneof eighteen, one of fixteen, feven brigs from fixtun
to twelve guns, and twenty tour fail of tianfperts were
all blown up; the extinflion of the 1ebel marine thus
affording a brilliant clofe to the fervices performed by fir
George Collier during the fhort period in which he had
the command of the Britifh fleet. On his retuin to New
Yoik, he found humfelf fuperfeded by the arrival of ad-
miral Arbuthnot with thelong expetted 1e-intorcements
from England. Although it was now late, the featfon
for aétion was not entirely over ; but D’Eftaigne’s appear-
ance juft at that junéture on the coaft of Georgra, and
the report of his defigns againt New York, made fir
Hemy Clinton give up all thoughts of offenfive opera-
tions during the remainder of the campaign, and concen-
ter his force, that he might be prepared to meet the
fhock, which he was to expet from a combined attack
of the French by fea and the Americans by land.  Such
alio were lus reafons tor withdrawing the garrifon from
Rhode Tland 5 and in this refpet alone, by obliging fir
Henry to change his {yftem, and to a& upon the defen-
five, D'Eftagne’s vifit, otherwile fo difaftrous, may be
{aid to have been ferviceab.e to the American caufe.

XXXIV. Inthe intetior country, the war of devafta-
tion was ftill carried on between the provincials and In- .
dians.  Againft the latter an expedition of more than,”/
ordinary magnitude was planned by congrefs,and the con-
1utt of it was given to general Sullivan at the head of an

army
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. 2y of hvethoufand men, with a fuitable tiain ot ar-
¥ tillery. The Tndians muched boldly towards the fion-

[

7
»

I\ the [ea coadl gould ouido him in deli

trers of theh country to meet the invaders ; but, after one
very obituitte and blocdy confliét on the twenty finth of

\\X‘t:gult, bemng convinced of their inabulity to rdfiit fuch

aoce, they sbandoned their fettlemonts to the waile
andsavee tnat enfued 5 and the bubaivus favage Lad
the nioifeation to find that the civ&nd imbabitant of

hate atts of mut-
chiet.  Kighteen of their towns were laid in afhes, and

s hore than onz hundiad and fifty 1
7 weedellroyed @ thein gudens were lud walte: even thieir

\

stuit-tiees were cut down 3 and nothing was fufird o
e that could he fuppoled to aiford them any fufte-
nance. Winlit tins tainble chfifvment was inflied on
the Indins nothwaid of Penfylvania and New Yok,
fimilar expeditions wete fet on {ost in the fouthein colo-
nies, amd were conduttd upon the lame principles of ab-
folute extermmation.

XXXV, As Spam had acted with fo much treachery
in Ewope, keeping up the fhew of friendihip till all her
prepavatiens for war were fully completed, 1t was not a
matter ot {urprile to fce her commence hoflilitics inje-
mote patts of the globe, withall the advantages of euly
infcrmatien and previous dedipn, About the middle of
Auguft, Don Galvez, the Spaniih governo of Louifiana,
having colledtud the whole feree of bis provinee at Now
Orleans, fit out upon an expedition againtt the Britifh
fcttlements on the Mifliflippi; and as they had no cover
but a newly confliuéted tort, ¢ more propetly a field 1c-
doubt, delunded by five hundicd men, they could net
Jong refit the eftorts of a well provided amy of four
times thatnumber.  Don Galvez now extended his views
to the conqueft of all Wett Flovidaj but thinking his
own force madequate to fuch an enterpiife, he concerted
# plan of operation with the povanor of the Hav.mm\,}b'

l‘%u purfuance of which hie was to be aflitted by a conii-
. tuable embarkation from that place carly in the enfu-
7

B verr, s Z XXXVI,
Vou. 117,
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XXXVI Nearly at the fame tune that Don Galvez
was advancing to the weftern extramtics of Florida, the
Spanifh governor of Hondurss made an unupc&rd at-
tack upon the Biitifh logwood cuttersy toci. many of
them prifoners ; and cxpcllul the 1efl trom their pr mq -
pal fettlement at St George’s Key.  Coptain Dlrl vih-
ple, with a detachment of thz yoyal Iiiibs from ]nm‘.‘xu,
and fome Indianstz2nd voluntewis collettad on the Mofa
quito fhoie, beingMen their paliige to Honduras 101 the,
purpofe of ﬂ‘ilihmv the bay- nmn,hll in with a s "r.u..-
diou of frigates under the cominand ot cumvnodme Luts
ticl, who had been auifing to intercept two Spanifh 1e-
gilhr fhips. The commodoreinformed captam Dalr ym-
ple, that the uplllaldb ware already difpoflcficd ot 8t,
George's Key 5 and that the regufter fh'ps, having taken
fhelter in the harbour of ()mm, wa e fo monuly pro=-
telted by the fortifications on thore, as to bid defiance to
any cffort by fea. Under fuch circumftances, the two
commanders agiced to unite theiv forces, and to make
an attack on Owmoa both by fea and land.  Ncver was
any enterprife conduted with grvater (pirit and judg-
ment, or crowned with more brilliant fuccefs.  Thote
walls, which had coft the Spaniards twenty vears labour,
and upen which neither the fire of the frigates, nor fome
batteties e1efted on the adjoning hc.whta could make
any imprefiion, were fcaled by the muepxd ailailants §
and the keys of the fort were futrendered to captain Dal-
rymple, without any further vefiltance.  ‘The prifonas
amounted to three hundred and fifty five, rank and file,
befides ofticers and inhubitants ; and 1t was aoreed that
they fhould be exchanged for an equal number of Bri-
tifh fubeds taken in the l).ly of Hondmas. ‘The value of
the lem(iu {hips and other prizes of lefs note in the
harbow was eftimated at thiee millions of doljws,  No
patt of this lufs was more hvudy telt by the Spaniards
- \hian that of two hundred and finy q\'muls ot qmck 0y
ver, a commadity [» eficnnial to the purification of théir
gull and filver oies, that they would have g ven alinoft
any price for it; but the captors pxcfmmg the public
. good
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good to their own private emolument, would not part
upon any terms with an article, which, though of no
great value to themfelves, was of fuch immenfe conie-
uence to FeLncmy. Upon the faine principle, they re-
‘k‘f:d to fanfom th{ fort? (for whichph,igh poffers };vele
wife made) and leit a ganifon for its defence; al-
thoqgh their views to the fervice of their country were
finftrated in this refpedt by its fubfgquent évacuation,
atifing more fiom the unhealthinefs gt the place, than
fiom any power or vigour exerted by the enemy in its 1e-
reuvery. “The conduét of all the officers and men in every
part of this fervice was highly laudable and exemplazy 3
but the following inftance of magnanimity, in the no-
ment of the aflault, deferves a peculiar and diftinétive
tribute of applaufe. A common fuilor, who ferambled
fingly over the wall, had, for the better annoyance, on
all fides, of the enemy, armed himfelf with a cutlafs in
each hand. Thuscquipped, he fell in with a Spanith ot-
ficer, juft roufed from fleep, and who, in the huiry and
confufion, had forgotten his fword. This circumltance
reftrained the fury ofethe gallant tar, who difdaining an
unarmed foe, but unwilling to relinquifh {o happy an op-
portunity of difplaying his courage in fingle combat,
prefented one of the cutlales to him, faying, ¢ I {corn
any advantage—you ate now upon a footmg with me**—
The attonithment of the officer at fuch an att of genero-
fity, and at the facility with wlich a {riendly pailey took,
place, when he cxpeted nothing lefs, trom the uncouth
and hoeftile appearance of his foe, than that of being
inltantly cut to pieces, could only be equalled by the ad-
miration, which his relating the ftory excitcd in his coun-

trymen.

XXXVII, The fuccefs at Omoa, and fome other of
the moft fignal advantages of the campaign abroad, weie
not known in England at the meeting ot parliument on
the twenty fifth of November,  But the difappointment

. of the French and Spamih confederacy inall their mighty
fchemes of invafion was a juft fubjeét of triumph in the
fpecch from the throne; and though they ftill threatened

Z2 Gieat



268 GFORGE ni. A. D. 1779,
Great Britain with aimements and preparations, yet his
majefty, knowing the charaéter of as brave people, was
parfuaded that the menaces o1 their enemies, and the ap-
proach: of danger, had no other cfii& on t"_ Minds, but
to animate thewr courage, and to call torth that nationy!
{pirit which had fo often checked and defeated the pro-
jets of ambition and irjuftice: the ttate of Ireland wag
recommended to the confideration of p aviriment: the good
contuct of the miltja was acknowlidaed 5 and his wa. |
Jefty retuined his cordial thans to vil xarks of joyal fub-
jeé&ts who bad ftood forth in this arduous conjunéture, .
afluving them that hewas fin Iy 1efelved to profecute the
war with vigour, and to moiie evary exation, in order to
compel the enemy to hflen to equucabl: teims of peace.
Though addictles in a becoming thain of the moft hearty
concurrence ware carried in both houfes by a mrjority of
two to one ; yet the fpreches of the oppofition were the
moft violent and outrzgeous that had ever bzen uttered
inany dehberntive affunbly.  They feaned to dwell with
malignant delight on ¢ the difficultics, the dancers, and
difgrace of their country,™ afldting that ¢ nothing
could prevent the confummation of public 1uin, but new
counfels, and new counlellois,—a real chunge, not a mere
ypalliation.™  Not content with exhaufting the powers of
fanguage in reproaches on the fivants of the ciown, they
attacked the throne itfelf, and, in menaces hardly dif-
tinguifhable from treafon, faid, that ¢¢ when evils reached
to a certain height, minifters were forgotten, and the
prince alone was punithed.” The extraordinary intem-
perance of thefe inveétives could only be aceounted fox
as arifing frdm the mottification felt by the pretended pa-
triots at fome changes which had juft taken place in fe-
veral of the great offices of ftate, without the extenfion
of his majefty’s favour to any ot their party. Lord Stor-
mont, late ambaflador at Paris, was made fecretary of
{tate in the room of lord Suffolk, deceafed: the earl of
Weymouth a fecond time refigned the feals of the fou-.”
thein department, which were transferred to the earl of
Hilltborough : lord Gower having, ina fit of difgult,

quitted
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quitted the prefident’s chair, it was filled by lord Bath-
urft; and the old place of firft lord of trade and planta-
tions, which had been abforbed and included in the new
office of Lozekquy of ftate for the colonies, was now fe-
-parated ‘and beflowed on theearl of Carlifle. The fecre-
K.ﬁhip at war had, fome months befote, been given to
M., Jenkinfon, whofe talents, fidelity, and zeal, had de-
fervedly procured him a confiderable fhare of the royal
confidence. Fi

XXXVIII. Thedebatesof this day were diftinguithed
by two very remarkable defertions on both fides. The
one was in the upper houfe, where lord Lyttleton, who
tor the laft feven years had conftantly been one of the
warmeft advocates of admjniftiation, under whom he
held a very luciative finecwe office, now ftrove to fur-
pafs the bittereft railers at their conduct in the feverity
of his cenfures.  He died foon after ; and a feries of the
moft degrading vices in private lifc was crowned by this
laft aét of public balencis and political apoftacy. = The
other defertion was fiom the fide of the minority to the
mimterial ftandard. *Mr. Adam, a member of the houfe
ot commons, after candidly ftating his 1eafons for a
change of fentiment on the fubje&t of national affairs,
faid, ¢¢ he could not concur in the pretended neceffity of
new counfels or new counfellors, as, among thole gentle-
men whe ftood candidates for office, he could not fingle
out one, by whom the ftate was likely to be better ferved
than by 1ts prefent rulers.””  Mr. Fox's1eply, as repre-
fented in the news-papers, conveying a perional reflec-
tion on Mr. Adam, this gentleman thought it neceflary
to require from the former a public ditayowal of it
thiough the fame vehicles of intelligence in which it had
appeared.  Such a conceflion being deemed by Mr. Fox
inconfiftent with his ideas of propiiety, a duel between
the parties tcok place in Hyde Park, in which Mr, Fox
was flichtly woundad. .

XXXIX. The affairs of Treland, the confideration’ of
which had been recommended trom the throne, tock the
fead in the bufine(s of the prefent feffion, Local preju-

Z3 dics
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dices and mercantile jealoufies had too long obftiuéted
the liberal intentions of the Englifh government towaids
that country. Her trade was not only fettaed by old
and abfurd fhackles, but, m confiquenes - $xae wai, an
embargo was continucd en her great ftaple commoditics
of beet and buttar, with a view of dithefling the ceemy
for want of the vfual fupphes of iifh provifions. Itis
no wonder that the people, thus finking under the prol-
fure ot nccumulal«j gricvances, and diven to defpair by/
the failme of different attempts to precme them iclic”
had meetings in the principal parts ot that kingdom, Whete,
refolutions were almoft umverfally paffed apamit the ule
of Butith manufaéiures.  But then mubtary aflocxations,
though at fuft entered into for the purpotes of detence
apainft the pralatory attacks or invafion ot foreign ene-
mies, feanad now to wem a thll wote queitwnable at-
pest. The clamow for aaediels of domddbic evils grew
loudee and more peremptory, when joined in by a lelfc
rufed and {df lupported aimy of filty thouland volun-
teas.  Pvea the parhament of Iidand, at its meeting
in Oftober, foon fhewdd that they had received a pottion
of the general fpirit of the nation, and declared, m their
aldiclles to the throne, that nothing lefs thap a tree
trade could fave the conntiy from impending run. “Chis
repreantation had the deired effeét; and lord North
broaght torwad with all potiible difpatch s propofitions
1elpecling Ireland, which were in fubftance nemly the
fame as thofe originally moved by lerd Nuzgent in the
feflion of 1778, but accompanied with wvaal additional
conccilions, puticulaily the very impos tunt one, that [re-
Land thiould be allowed the free expoitation of her wool-
lens. The refolutions ' pafled unumoufly; and were
reezived in Ireland with the waimeit teitunonies of joy
and gmatitude,

1780. XL. The army and navy eftimates, which had

. been tubniitted to parliment before the Chijitmas re-

s, winle they lerved to fhew the vigour of the Prepa.

ratens for the enluing campaign, coukd fcarcely fail of

exciing at the fame time lome alaim at the.m.geaitude
ot
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of the conteity and the prodigious expence withr which it
was attended. The aogicpate ot the torces deemed ne-
ceflary for the profecution of the war fell little fhort of

YO B+ heiuid 10 mty thoufind men; and im arder to

 provide for their martrenance and for the other exigencics
vof'the ftate, it was cvidunt that twelve nullions muft be
sadfed by loan, in ada:tion to the permuanent means of fup-
"ply. So confiderable an increate of the national debt enabled
to.c oppolitien to rive the moft decgptive colowing to the
chargs they bad otten threwn eut again@t miniftry of
< prudigahity,~—conuptiony—a fhameful walte of the
public money,”"—and, on a {udden, OEcONOMY be-
came the prevailing and populai cry throughout the king -
dom,  Eatly in the new year, public mectings were con-
verad in fome of the prnapal county ., andd petitions to
pathament were deawn up, agreed to, and puctented, all
of them praying for a courcliion ot o™ tivs i the public
expenditure, and a few, wheie [adlan Fore an uncen-
trotled fway, exraiding fo un infizite van'y of innova-
tions, unda the pame of REFo M. Lhe ap) cntment
of afelelt committee to examiace the public accounts was
now moved forby colonel Band i the lower, and the
el of Shelburne in the voper houte; and loid North,
to thew that he was by no incaas averte to well-aregulated
inquiry, Liought in a bill tor thtuting a cc mmitfion of
accounts, confilting of independent gentlenien, not men: -
bers of either houfe, fo as to remove evary fhadow of
fulpicion, and to increafe the fucility and difpatch with
which they might proceed, from being able to fit at all
times, withcut being engaged and haraffed by the inter-
vention of parliamentary duty. The catdor, 1cttitude,
and wifdem of this mealuie did not prevent its being cp-
pofed under feveral fiivolous pretexts, but chiefly that of
its being anabdication of the rights and privileges of the
commons. 1t was, however, paffed into a law by a
praat majority 5 and the fucceffive reports of the com-
muliioners, appointed in virtue of this 4&, form, Lytheir
accwacy, ability, and impartiality, the beft 1eply to the
varicus-obyflions wged apaindt it,  Some prute islnlio
due
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due to Mr. Burke’s famous plan of ceconomical 1eformy
which was brought forward about the fame time, though
not with the fame fuccels.  His pofefled objeéts were -
.the 1edudtion of the national cvvenditr > and  the
diminution of the inlluence ofethe crown, to eiteét,
which purpofts he moved for leave to biing in certaiy
bills for the better regulation of his majetty’s civil el-
tablithments, for the fale of fercit and other crown lands,
for more prfe@ly gnitng to the aown the principality
of Walcs, the cou ties pdatine of Chefter ard Laneal ¢
ter, and the duchy of Cornwall.  The powas of A,
Burke's genius and tancy were never, puihaps, maoc tully
difplayed than in the embellihment of fo unpiemifing
a {ubjeét: the neceflary minutenels of detail, the multie
plicity of local circumftances and perfonal confideratiens,
on which the whole plan was tounded, were heightened
and fet off with all the charms ot elognence, all the beau-
ties of defeniptive poctiy = but the bills, after a greae
number of violent confliéts, in the courfe of which the
minifter was more than once left ina minority, weig
finally loft.

XILI. It was in one of thefe debates, which had for
its objet the abolition of the board of tiade, that an ex..
, tiaordinary difpute took place between fir Fletcher Nor-
ton and laid North. Mr, Fox having called upon the
{peaker for his opinion, as a member and lawyer, on the
competency of pmliament to control the civil hit expen-
dituie, the latter, undera pretence of flating feveral caules
which rendered him averle to giving any opinion in thag
houfe, except in his official capacity, took cccafion to dc-
clare, ¢¢ that the noble lord at the head of affairs and he were
not friends : he was not a friend to the noble leid ; and he
had repeated proofs that the noble lowd was no fiiend of
his :=—but if the ncble lord did not do hum jutice, he
would ata proper time fiate the particulars to the houfe."
The minitter equally pleaded ignorance and irnocence,
attympanied with no fmalldegree of fm prife at the charge,
8ir Fletcher then ftated, ¢ that he had been induced tq
fuit the bar, and to accept of his prefent fituation, by

politivg
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poliive engagement on the part of the duke of Graiton,
ar that time miniiter, that, whencver an epportunity of-

“Hred, Le fhould be provided for in the line of his profefs
ﬁO{h:?’gilu;uW:lCh, and by way of equivalent for
the advantages he had'given up, he now held the fine-
it office of I nd chief juttice n Eyie.  But, notwith-
flanding this comp:&t, he had lately ditcovered, that a

" Megociation was in train between the noble mimfler then
prefent, and the chiefjudge of one of thg. courts, [ De Grey]

- by which the latter was te retire on a penfion, for the
purpole ot appointing another peifon, alaw cliica then
likewife pretont, [Mr. Wedderbuine, the attorney be-
neral] to fupply his place, and to the utter fubverfion of
bis own claim.” Loid North faid, ¢¢ he did not queftion
the account given by the 1ight honorable gentleman, of
the confiderations on which he had accepted of the chair
in that houft; hut he could fairly antwer, that he neither
knew of the traniathion at the time, nor looked upon
himfelf as refponfible for any promife which might have
been made by his predeceflors in office. With retpeét to
the fpeaker’s affertion of a negociation, fuch as he had
deleribed, being on feot, and of moncy beil;rg propofed
to be given and received, he muft totally diflent from it
as to the point of faél*.” ‘This was farther confirmed by
Mr Wedderburne, who difclaimed the imputation with
great {pirit ; and, in a happy ftrain of ironical fatire, ex-
poted the fpeaker’s complunt and conduét to the utmoft
derifion. I'he houfe mult alfo have heen ruck with the
contraft between the paffionate coarfencs ot fir Fletcher's
language, and lord North’s peifelt command of temper

* The fa& was, that fir William De Grey, then lord
chicfjufticeof the Cominon Pleas, hadintimated hisin-
ttl:rtion torefign ; and My, Wedderburne was fixed up-
odl for his fuccefor. This appointment took place foon
alter, when Mr. Wedderburne was aliocreatzd a baron
ot Great Britan, under the title of lord Loughborongh,
Mr. Wallace, upon that occafion, rofc to tne oflick of
attorney general, and Mr. Mansficld was appointed
folicitor general. and
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and good manners. Another of thofe perfonal bickerings
took place a few days after, in which hislordfhip’s well
timed pleafantiy was not lefs remarkable than hus polite-
nels. Mr. Fullarton, late lecrewiry to, t*>mbafly st
Paiis, had, upon his retwin to Pusgland, offued to faife .
a regiment, the command of which was certainly no s
than a juft retwn for his laudable cxertions i times of’
public difliculty. His appoiniment, however, to military
rank had been veryicontemptucufly mentioned in a late
debate by the earl of Shelburne, who faid, ¢ that a clerk.
Gught not to be trufted with a regiment ; and that heand
his‘regiment would be as rexdy to diaw their fwoids
againit the Libertics of thely country as againit its focs,™
Such illiberal afpufions were fliongly siented by My,
Fullarton, who thought propur to mtroduce the fubjeét
in the hoult of commons, betore he entercd ppon mealurcs
of amore fummary nature for obtaining fatisfaéiion. On
being called to order by Mr. Fox, a wium altercaticn
arofe 5 but lord North tound means to tumper its violence
by fome fhokes of wit and faceticufnefs, He admitted,
that it was certainly wrong, i either houfe, to mention
the name of any member of the other: yet there were
cafes that would juftify it, and the prefent might be one
of them, After complimenting Mi. Fullaiton on the
{pirit with which he had fclt and refentcd the injuy, his
lordfhip advifed him to treat all perfonal attacks with in-
differcnce. ¢ Noble lords in another place,™ he faid,
¢« weie very apt to be perfonal, and they very often made
free with himiclf, Among other names, one of them had
Iatly called him a th2.g.~ Theappellation, however con-
temptuoufly ‘ineant, was certainly tiuly applied ;,for he
undoubtedly was a thing. But the noble lord had put an
addition to it: he faid he was a thing called a mnifer,
A moment’s confideration convinced him that this ought
not to be regarded as an affront, becaufe a moment’s
confideration reminded him, that the noble lgrd, who had
dubbed him a thing called a minifler, had not the fmalleft
objection to hccome that very thing himfelf, Thefere.
marks put the houfg in good humour, but did not pres

yong
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veht Mr. Fullaiton from feeking other means of redrcis.
. & Lord Shelburne gave him a meeting in Hyde Pak, and
hgng wepnded, though not danguoudly, by Mr. 1F ullar-
. & ‘:E.'}Ui‘-'-d"!ﬁ","!’ﬂ({ his own 1eémuning piftol in the
“Air ; upon which the matter was amicably terminated,
.XLI. It has been alieady hinted, that a loan of twelve
_ynqu‘orm.was!uunJ neeeflny among othu ways and means
for the fupplies of the cutient yea, the whole of which
\ amounted to twnty-one mitlion:. Che fam bonowed
w:s tohe tunded in the four per cems, and the interedt
# o beailed chietly by an increale of fome old and pro-
dudlive taxesy which would leave nothing to fpeculation.
Awong thelt, malt was the principal object; but the
tax was only ro afect privare brewerns, an adequate al-
lowance being made to the public brewer, < fo that while
the erds of finavces,” to ule lord Noith's words, ¢ were
tuily anfvered, the pot of poster and tankaid of beer
Miould net mcet the lip of the confumer with any additional
chaigeon erther,” The oppolition made to the tax in the
€o mnittee was cqually untupported by argument and numa
bers, there being only nine, upon adivition, againft one
hundred and thitty five; and the colle@ive ingenuity of
thole nmne not having bewn able to ditcover any other
ground of objection than that ¢ the county petitions
ought to be firlt complicd with,”  Frivolous as this ap-
peared, it was atteiwards renewed on biinging up the re-
pott, and Mr. Hartley and fome others aflerted, ¢ that
Dy agrecing to the report previous to1emedying the griev-
aices of the natign, the matter would be reduced to this
alternative,—if the parliament got the better of the peo-
ple, this would become an ablolute monarchy : if the peo-
ple got the better of the parlament, the king would be
defhroned.”~It numbetlefs inftances had not fhewn how
the under ftanding may he wai ped by the heat of political
GLontravery, it would appear ahaoft ineradible that even
thirty-feven membets out of a bundied and cightystso
‘then prefent could countenance fuch an ablimd and extra«
Wagant o rinien,
XELIT .. the fixth of April, the houfe having re-
. . folved

.
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folved itfelf into a committee for taking the petitions
into confidciation, a long and warm debate enfued, in
the cowfe of which feveral 1efulutiors wae moved, and
cairied; in fpite of lod North's teofhLompuflits 1efuc-
ance. By the fult it was declaredl, ¢ that the infdence
of the crown had increaled, was increafing, ard ovgle
to be diminified.”” When the quiion was put, the
ayes wire 233, the noes 215, In vain did the niniftes
heg, after this wasdecided, that the commttee would
not procecd any turther that night, it being then twelve
p'clock : the viGtorious party thought no hout too late
for pufhing theirfuccefs. A fecordidolution was therefore
moved, and agiced to without a diviion, <€ that it was
competcnt to that houle to exunwe into, and to correék
abufes in the cxpcndimrc of the civil Lty as well as in
evaly other byanch of the public 1evente, whenever at
fhould feem expedient to the houle to do (v.™* "I'his was
followed by a third propefition, ftatmg it as the opimon
of the committee, ¢ that it was the duty of that houle
to provide, as far as might be, an dfi&ual redrels of
the abufes complained of 1n the petitions prefinted to the
houfe from the diffirent connties, cities, and towns in
the kingdom ;™ wluch being alfo canied in the ufiiima-
ti_\-e without an apparent dilent, the new wajonity, as
it incapable of prefenibing any bounds to thou career,
biought iorward, as foon as thg houfe was 1coumd, a
fourth motion, ¢ that the former refolutions fould be
immediately reported.”  Lord Noith’s 1umwks on fo
unufaal, violent, and aibitrary a procceding Lad little
effelt: the rorrent wus too firong at that tunc to be rew
filted. It continued tor fcine days after to {weep evay
thing beforc it, and the committee came to feves il deci-
fions for {ccming, as they profefled, the putity of jar-
liament, and excluding cutain officers of thecrown from
a feat in that houfe. At length the rage of innovatio 2

,or delirium of virtue, as it was emphatically called, besy
8in to abate; and, on the twenty-tourth of April, an
adjourned motion for anaddrefs, ¢¢ that h s maic ity would
be pleatid not to diffolve the parliament, o - ogue the
prefent
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welent feflion until the objedts of the petitions were an-
Swered,™ was rejeCted by a majority of 254 to 203. A
e decifive trial of firength took place between the two
s _opeti - s nf3lth of May, when the chaitman
ws voted out of the chal®, which amounted to a diflo-

ubibe? of the committee, by a majority of 177 to 114.
" XL1V. While thele matters were agitated with gieat
Sarmth both in and out of pailiament, an affuir totally
“epatate was carried on with very httlg notice for fome
sme, till it acquired by degrees fuch an accumulation
sf force and futy, as almoft to overwhelm the whole le-
zZiflature, and to endanger the credit, the government,
the very being and conttitution of the ftate.  "I'he relict
granted to the Roman catholics, in the feflion of 1778,
was at the time very genetally approved of thioughout
Tingland ; but in Scatland, the perfecuting fpirit ot bi«
aotiy and fanaticifim immediately took the alarm, and,
on the bare fufpicion that a fimilar indulgence was to be
extended to the papifls mn that pait ot the kingdom,
Edinbureh and Glafgow were filled with tumult: the
Popifh chapel in the metropolis was deflioyed ; and the
Lioufes of the pincipal catholics were attacked and plun.
dered.  Inftead ot oppofing the fiantic 1abble with firm-
nefs and fpirit, the loid provoft iflued a fingular procla-
nation, aleribing the riotsto the ¢ apprchenfiuns, fears,
and diftefled minds of avell-meaning people,™ and aflur-
‘ng them, ¢ that no repeal of the penal ftatutes again(t
Oapitts would take place.”  Encowmaged by this wietch-
=d pufillanimity, the fanatics tormed themiclves into a
‘ociety, ftiled the ¢ Protcltant Aflociation,” for the
avowed purpofe of watching over thofe ftatiites, which
“hey called ¢ the palladium of the eftablifhied religion ;°
and ghole for their prefident loid George Gordon, a young
naf in the higheft degree wild, cccemuic, and enthu-
‘igftical. This aflociation was gradually extended to
sngland 5 and much pains were taken, by inflammatery
yarangues and pamphlets, to prejudice the aminds of the
vulgar againt the late relaxation of the penal code. It
was at lemyth determined to prepare a petition for a re-

VoL, 111, * Aa peal
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peal of the law in favour of paEiﬂs 5 and this petition is
affirmed to have obtained one hundred and twenty thou.,
fand fignatures, or marks, of men of the loweft ordersq
{fociety, whole excels of zeal could he—aguaivd onl:- by
the groflnels of their ignorance ,—a combinatioifot qua~"
lities at once ridiculous and tarible,  Their prefdtnt,
who was then a member of the houft of commons, hav-
ing dechned to prefent their pettion, unlefs he was wc-
curapanied by at [eaft twenty thoufand men, a public
mecting of the Aflociation was convened on the fecond 07
June, m St. George's Fields, whence it was fuppofed
that not lefs than fitty thoufand perfons proceeded in re-
gular dwvifions, with lord George Gordon at their head,
to the houfe of commons, where, in compliance with the
ufual forms, he eafily obtained leave to buing up the pe-
tition; but notwithftanding the violence and infanity of
his eftorts, the conifideration of it was poftponed to the
{fixth, Towards evening the multitude bigan to grow
vay tamultuous, and gioflly infalted vaiious members
of Doth houfes, compelling them, as they pafled, to cry
No PoPERY ! and to wear blue cockades.  Duting the
debates on the petition, loid George Guidon frequently
addrefled the mob without, in tenns calculated to in-
flame their paflions, andexpreflly ftating to them, ¢ that
the people of Scotland had no 1ediefs till they pulled down
the popith chapels.” Atter the adjournment of the houfe,
the mob, on this fuggeflion, immediately proceeded to the
demolition of the chapels of the Sardinian and Bavarian am-
bailadors. The military were ordercd out too late to prevent
‘the mifchief ; but they took up about thitteen of the ring-
{caders, foine of whom were afterwards committed to
Newgate. Thenext day, Satwiday, pafled quietly ; but
on Sunday the riotes re-iffembled in vaft numbersy, and
deflroyed the chapels and private dwellings belonginy to
the principal catholics in the vicinity of Moot ficlds. “n
Monday, they extended their devaftations to other pare..
of the town ; nnd ir George Saville’s houle in Leicefter
Fields was totally demolifhed, on account of his having
been the fult mover of what they called $4.0hs Popery

- - h“ Rl
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bill.” * As ‘Tuefday had been fixed upon by the cqinmons
for taking the petition into confideration, the niob agan
fyrrounded the parliament houfe on thatday, and renewed

thi'r perfo.ar 41 ind audacity.  ‘The houfes. after
' ‘p'aﬂing fome refolutions iapted tothe occafion, and expref-

{ive ot their jult indignation, immediately adjourned.  In

the evening, the populace, now grown more daiing than

“éver, attacked the priton of Newgate, where their com-

Lades were confined, with attomthing igfolution ; and, fet-

+ting the puil(linr_{ m flames, liberated more than thiec hun-

dred felons and debtors refidene within its walls,  Flufhied,
as it were, with the fuccds of their aflanlt on this tortrcfs
which had heen deemed impregnable, they proceeded to
lord Mansfield’s houfc in Bloomibumy Square, and with
Gothic rage conligned not anly the furniture, but the
paintings, library, and incftimable manularipts to the
flames. ~ His loidfhip, and his lady, had happily efcaped
through a back door, at their approach. A pasty of the
guards fired ouce or twice upon the rioters, but without
being able to check the progre(s of devaftition. The

doors of the New Prifon, Clerkenwell,-werc torced open 5

the houfes of feveral magiftrates and of many mivate in-

dividuals were plundered or deftioyed 5 and fcarcely did

the night afford any cefation of the riots. But thele

outrages were to be followed next day by fcenes of fhill
greater horror and calamity. ‘T'he mob, encouraged on
the one hand by the hopes of ftill proceeding with impu-
nity, and rendered defperate on the other by the mifchiets
and villanies they had alieady peipetrated, wereiclolved
that no quarter of the town fhould efcape the irrefittible
violence of the pick-axe and the fire-biand.” Some houfes
wete marked out for plunder; "but others were to be con-
“tned to the flames. Before the clofe of the cvening, the
King's Bench, the Fleet Prilon, the New Compter, the
Toll-gates on Black Friars Bridge, Mr. Langdale’s great
dittilleries in Holborn,with a prodigious number of private
dwellings in different parts of the town, all burning at the
fametime,exhibited tremendous fpeétacles of conflagration,

o whict: Tondon, fince the great fire of 1666, had feen

) Aaa nothing
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nothiag parallel or fimilar,  Toe rioters had allo made
repeated artempts in the cowrle of the day, on the Bank ,
and Pay-Office ; but thefe being ftrongly guarded, cicapes
that deltrudtion which muft have 'y valicd the whole fas
tion in iirepaiable diftrefs and rum.  As large detach-
ments of the military had 1eceived oiders to fire upoiiihe
incendiaties, without waitng for ductions fiom the
civil magftiate, the flaughter was teinble ; but nafhor
time the commot.gns wae dlettually fupprefled 5 =nd,
by Thurfilry noon, oider and tianquillity were perfestly
wdlored.  Noxt eveaing, lord George Gordon was taken
inco cuftody, and, arter a fuict exammatnion helore the
privy council, committed clofe prifonerto the Tower ona
chaige or high tieaton, wluch not biing tully eftablithed
at his trial, hewas acquitted.  An impeachment of the
houfe of commons for hizh ciimes and mifdemeanors
would have been a more eltectual mode of procedure, and
would have infured Jhat pumihiment, which hisaud.ucious
and influnmatory conduct fo jullly delerved. A great
number of the 1iotas having beun alfo apprehended, a
fpecial commiffion was iffued for trying them, and many
fuffered death.  But neither the fword of public jultice
nor the mote deftiactive fite of the military proved fo fa-
tal to the great body of delinquents, as ther own inor-
dinate appctites. Several hundreds fell the viftims of
incbriation, efpecially at Langdale’s diftilleries ; while
others in fearch of plunder were fuddenly buried in the
1uins of demolithed houfes.

XLV. ‘The members of the houfe of commons began
to affemble early on the eighth of June ; but upon the
fpeaker’s pointing out to fuch as were prefent the impol-
fibulity of exercifing their legiflative funétions, while the
city of Weftminiter was under martial law, they ¢d-
journed to the nincteenth, as the lords had done two d&{s
before. The meeting of both houtes, after this compellety
recefs, was opened by his majefty with a very judici-*
ous [peech, lamenting the neceflity which had obliged
him, by every tie of duty and affeition to his people, to
employ the force entrufted to himn for the £ugpuu;n fOE

. . thofe
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thofe 4&s of felony and treafon, which had overborne ali
civil authoaiity, and threatened the immmcdiate fubveifion
wf all legal power, the deftiuction of all property, and
the contufion cf <, sv order in the ftate ;—at the fame

_time renewing his aflurdnces, thathe had no other objeét
"thaif to make the laws ot the realm, and the principles
of the conltitution, the rule and meafuie of his conduét,
“—Addicfles of thanks were defervedly voted in reply to

this (peech, without a fingle neguiwe in either houfe.

- Next day, it was determined in a commuttee of the whole
houlc ot commons, that to repeal of the act in favor of
the Roman catholics fhould take place, as the gricvances
faid to arife from it were imaginaiy : but the committee
agreed to, and the houfeatterwards confiumed feveral re-
folutions, tending to fet the condu&t of pailiament in a
fair light, and to undeceive the ill-informud, yet well-
meaning part of the petitioners againft that aét. A bill
was alfo cairied through the lower heule to refhain pa-
pifts from taking upon them the ¢ducation of proteftant
children; but many of the lords thinking it derogatery
from their dignity and independence to have any bill torced
upon them by popular outrage, or pafled through a weak
compliance with abfurd prejudices, the bill was got 1id
of bya motion made and cmried, on the fourth ot July,
to put off the thud rveading till that day week. This
amounted to a total 1¢jetion, as parliament was proio-
gued on the eighth,

XLVI. As fomegood is often obferved to arife out
of the greateft evils, fo government derived at this time
no fmall increafe of power and Rability from thofe very
riots, which aimed at nothing lefs than its total fubver-
fion. The nation could not have received a more feafon-
atde waining of the dreadful excefles, into which popu-
D aflociations for any reloim or pietended redrefs of

fEricvances are too apt tolead ; and the frenzy ot the fa-
ndtics ferved to fhew how.eafily the paffions of ignoiant,
men may be influmcd by the moft frivoleus and imaginar:
caufes of complaint, ‘I'he numberlefs difcontents, whicf;
the Aitimce ot 1adtion had been very fuccefsful in exciting,

] A 3 . apl)caretl
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appeared now to be cqually untounded ; and the torongeft
proof of this was, that the very yeai, in which they
brok“c out wi'th fo much violence, had been lithewo
marked with unafual plenty ar haxap-and the molf.bril-
liant fuccefles abroad. The cifief articles of fublfiftence
had fallen to nearly half the price which they boiet'the
beginning of the war * ; and the brave Rodney had aupi-_
ciouily opencd the year with new acceflions of glory‘to
the naval renown ot England. This oflicer, havirean-
der his command a re-inforcement of fhips for the West
Indies, and a part of the channel flect with provifions and
frores for the ganifon of Gibraltar, had only been a few
days at fea, when, on the eighth of January, he fell in
witha convoy of fixteen merchantinen bound to Cadiz,
under the proteétion of a iixty fom gun fhip, four fri-
gates, and two finaller veflels, to which he immediately
gave chace ; anlin a few houts, the whole were taken.
Eut this was only the prelude to greater fuccefs.  About
a wiek after, he defened, off Cape St. Vincent, a Spa-
nifh fquadron of eleven fhips ot the line and two fnigates,
which he direétly bore down upon, tiking the lee-guge,
in order to prevent them trom retieating into their own
ports.  ‘Fhe attion began, in the midit ot a very rough
oale, at four in the atternoon; and, in little more than
half an how, one of the Spanifh fhips blew up, and allon
board peritheds  The engagement continued till two in
the morning, when the Phoenix of eighty guns, admiial
Langara’s own fhip, and thiee of fuventy gans each,
were taken and fecuted @ two mote of feventy guns had
alfo flruckz but, through the violnce of the tempeft, were
* Wheat, which fold fer filtecn pounds per load in
theyear 1775, now fell to feven pound, ten thillings :
bailey, oats, and peas were reduced in nearlf the
fame propoition: hay was ftill more abundant, Nav-
ing fallen trom four pound, ten fhullings to forty (K1«
lings per load; and as this aiticle has o material
influcnce on the prices ol gattle, any details of the”
cheapnefsof different forts of mcat at {uch a jun&ur
wre unncceflury, _ fkrrwards
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aftcewards driven on fhore and loft.  The reft of the
fquadion efcaped in a fhattered condition.  Sir George

Rodney’s force was ceitainly much fuperior ; yet his

confummnate fkill md comage werenot the lefs eaunently
ditpiayed in the mode-of condudting the attack, which
‘the vislence of the iloim, the darknels of the mght, and
the vicinity of a lee-fhore rendered extremely dangerous,
As foon as fu Grorge faw  the fupplees fafely landed at
Cibraltar, he proceeded to the Weft Tndws, fending
home lus prizes with the detachment of the channcl fleet
under ddmiral Daiby, who, on his paffage, captured the
Piothée, a French flip of fixty tourguns, and thiee vetlels
Ll with military ftores, being part of a convoy bound
to the Mauninus in the Eaft Indies.

XLVII. Though the re-inforcement under admiial
Rodny, after his arrival at 8t. Lucia on tie twenty fe-
veath ot March, full Iutt the Britith fleet fomewhat in-
faioninnnmba to that of the French atMu Gnique, yet he
foonictmned alate menacing vifitfiom the count Ve Gui-
chenyand temamead for two days off Fort Roy.al haibour,en-
duavowing, hut in vain, to provoke the «numy to anen-
gaaement.  Iie than It 2 fquadion of fwift-tatling vi(-
felf to watch their motions, aud took back the reft of his
flct to St. Luciz. Things hung in this ftate for nearly
a foitnight, when intelligence was biougat that the
French theet, conifting of twenty three fail ot the line and
a number ot {iigates, had put to fea in the night of the
fiiteenth ot April. Rodney, with three thips lefs, ufed fuch
exertions in puiuit of the enemy, as to come up with them
in the mornmg of the feventeenths At noon he made
the fignal tor a general and clofe engagement, furting him-
felf 4 noble example to all lus ofhicers, by Leating three
of the enemy’s fhips fucceflively out of the line, and then
pearing down upon the French admiial, whom, though

flifled by two feconds, he fought for an how and a half
with uniemitting fury, till the ¢nemy bore away, where-
by their line of battle was entirely broken in the center,
The great ‘diftance of the Britith van and 1car, with the
cipels | ate of fome of Rudney’sdivifion, and particu.
. Jaily
.
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laily of his own thip, atter having fingly fuftuined fo un~
equal a conflict, 1endered it impoflible to make the vic-
tory complete by an immediate chace.  His fublequen
exeitions to bring the enemy to an astion were conftantly
eluded by the count de Guichen; who fuft took fhelter at
Guadaloupe, and afterwards regained his former place of
fecurity at Fort Royal, though not without receiving _
fome fevere blows in a {ew partial rencounters. The ar-
rival of a Spanifh fguadron of twelve (hips of theline he-
fides frigates and tranfports with above ten thoufand .
troops on board, feemed to give the count an invincible
fupcriority, and to poitend ruin to the Britifh pofleflions,
as well as to the Biitifh navy, in thofe feas. The florm
blew over without a fingle explofion, A peftilential dif~
temper, which broke out among the Spanifh troops, at
fitft occafioned fome delay; and a ditlerence of opinion
between the commanders of the allicd fleets prevented
their co-operating in any enterprife.  After 1emaining
inattive for feveral weeks in the bay of Fort Royal, they
all put fo fenin the night of the fifth of July,and dire&t-
eq their courfe to St. Domingo.  Here they fepaiated,
Don Solano preceeding with the Spanifh flcet to the Ha-
vannah, and the count de Guichen putting in to Cape
Francois, where he remained till the homeward bound
tiade hom the French iflands had affembled, wien, tak-
ing it under his protection, he failed direétly for Europe,
Sir George Rodney, thinkjpg that the count only mednt
to cenvoy the trade to a certain latitude, and then proceed
to the continent of America, failed thither himfelf with.
eleven fhips of the line and four frigates, to be in readi-
nefs to thwart the defigns of his old enemy in every
quater.  Although he found, faon after his arrival at
New Yoik, in September, that this effort of his zeal tor
the public feivice might have been difpenfed with, yet,
an the end, he had no caufe to regret the trouble whi¥a

_he had taken, as it proved the means of faving the fqua-
dron under his immediate command from one of the moft
dseadful huiricanes that had ever fwept the feas or defo-
lated the iflands in the Welt Indies, X‘L"v‘i!l‘.
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XLVIII, But though the Wett Indies were buiicd

4 for fome time i the glooms of unparalleled calamity,
she {plendid career of the Britifh forces on the continent
and coaft of Awmerica, during the whole of this campaign,
was clouded with very few inftances of dilappointinent
o’ mistortunc.  Sir Menry Clinton, who had failed {rom
New Yok, juft betore the clof of the preceding year,
with the greater part of the army, wader convoy of a
feng fron commanded by admival Avduthoot, lended on
John s ilad, within ghirty miles of Chailefiown, about
wgie peddic or by, But the natwal and antifie,al
oblliuctions to the farthet piogiefs of the forees both
by Jea and lmd weie fo goeat, that the troops did nut
raach Charlettown Neck till the twenty ninth of March.
The frigites and fome ol the larger flups, which were
lightened of their guns, croiitd the bai on the twen-
ticth of March, and on the ninth of April effefted their
pullage into the harbour, under a fevare and impetuous
jfiic tiom the batterics on Sullivan’s Ifland. A jeint
{ummons was now fent to general Lincoln, who command-
ed in Charleftown, to furrender ; bat he replied, that duty
and inclimation prompted him to defend it to the laft ex-
tiemuty.  He did not long preferve this tone of firmnels.
As foon as the fecond parallel of the befiegers was com-
pleted, he offered to capitulate, but on certain conditions
whicl were deemed inadmiffible. In a few days, the third
parallel being advanced within one hundred and fifty yards
of his lincs, and fecing preparations made for a gencral
affault, he confented to deliver up the city on the terms
originally propoled by the Britilh commanders. Between
fix and feven thoufand men, confitting of regular troops,
militia, and failors, became prifoners of war, and were al-
lowed fome of its honours ; but in marching out to de-
pohit their arms, the drums were not to beat a Britith
rudrch, nor the colours to be uncafed. Near four hundred
pieces of ordinance, with a confiderable quantity of ftoves,
tell into the hands of the vi¢tors. Threeftout rebel frigates,
one French frigate, a polacre of fixteen guns, and fome
Gnabel’ vellels were allotaken, The naval captue whaould
ve
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have heen more confideratle, had not the Americans, on
feeing the bar croffed by the Britith {quadron, funk # fixty
gun fhip, three fiigates,abrig, and feveral mei chantmen, to
obftiuét the channel of theriver, General Leflie toak pol-
feffion of the town on the twelfth of May; and the com-
mander in chief Joft no time to improve fo valuable a
conqueft, by immediately fetting on foot feveral cxpe-,
ditions well calculated to extinguifh every idea of re-
fiftance in the intefior parts of the province, and by i%- ..,
ing hand-bills and varicus proclimations tor the no lefs |
pohitic purpole of conciliating the voluntary fubmiflie:*
of the inhabitants. I'licfe meafuies feemed to produce
the defired effuét. The only body of continental tioops,
that ftill endeavourcd to keep up the expiring hopes of
the rebels, was uncxpetedly attacked and almott cut to
pieces by a detachment of horfe under colonel Tarleton ;
and the people inevery part of the country appeared ready

to embrace the offers of pardon and protcétion held out
to them. Not a few allually took up armsand joincd the
royal ftandard.  Sir Hemy Clinton now thought it expe-
dient to retwin to New Yok, leaving four thoufand men
under lord Cornwallis to fecure the acquifitions alieady
made, and to penetrate into Nayth Carolina, as foon as
the abatement of the intenfe heat of the feafon and other
circumflances fhould concur to favor fuch an enterprife.

XLIX. The departure of the commander in chief

for New Yok was accelerated by 'intelligence which
he had received, that a French armament was cxpetted =
on that part of the cozft to co-operate with general Watha
ington. The event foon confirmed the accuacy of this
information.  On the tenth of July, about thiee wecks
after fir Hemy -Clinton's return, M. de Ternay arrived

at Rhode Ifland from France, with a fquadron of iv;n

fail of the line, five frigates, and fix thoufand t1&5ps -
o
aflured the ftates, this was only the vanguaid of a much .
greater force deftined for their aid by the king his mal-
ter,  The Buitifh fleet at New Yoik being {grgafed at
the very fame junéture by the arival of fix fail oS the
. (-

.
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fine from England, which had tollowed clofe on M. de
Tenay's tiack, a fcheme was quickly formed by fir
Henry Clinton and admural Arbuthnot to attack the
French and Americans at Rhode Ifland : but ®general
Walhington, by arapid movement, crofling the North
‘River, and advancing towmds New York, obhged them
to defill from thew purpolc.

+ L. About this time it was confidently hoped by the
Freuch and American commanders, gthat they would he
fpecdily joined by the count de Guichen with a land
force and twenty fhips of the line fiom tiie Weft Indies;
“Th which cafenew York was to be affailed in every diréc-
tion with inefittible fury.  But the news of the count’s
departure for Europe blalted all thele fond expetations,
and made it neccflary for Wathington to have a meeting
with Rochambeau about halt way between their relpec-
tive camps, in order to concert new meafincs adapted to
their piefent ftate of difappointment.  While the tonner
was abfent from his army upon this fervice, general Ar-
nold, who then commanded a confiderable body of troops
at Weft Point on the Noith River, but who hayl lately
enteted into a fecret correfpondence with fir Henry Clin-
ton for delivering up to him that important poft, re-
quefted that a confidential perfon might be fent to him,
finally to adjuftthe bufinefs and cany it into effe&t with-
out delay. Major Andic, one of fir Henry Clinton’s
aid-de-camps, was charged with this commiilicn ; but,
by an unfortunate tramn of incidents, he fell into the
hands of the enemy, on his retuin from an interview with
Arnold, and was exccuted as a {py.  Auinold, with great
difficulty, made his elcape to New York. ]
LI. While the war may be faid to have languithed in
the cential colonics from the newr equipoife of ftrength,
a1 the fecurc pofitions of the contending parties, the fate
of affairs in the fouth afforded greater fcope for mihitary
enteiprife. 1 he force, winch had been lett under +losd,
Cornwallis in Carolima, though difpoftd with the greateft
judgment, both for the defence 6t that provinee, and tor
feiznl a favorable oppostunity of making uew conqutts,
f 1 feemed
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feemed likely to be overwhelmed by the increafing ar-
mies of the Americans on the frontiers, whofe confidence
of fuccefs was not morc owing to the vaft fupcriority of
their numbers, than to their having Gates, the conqueror
of Burgoyne, at their head. But that general had
now a Cornwallis and a Rawdon to contend with; an¢
the laurel> gained at Saratoga were dovined to fade in the
neighbourhood ot Cunden.  From this poft, the Bris
tifi army, couiiftira of about two thoulmd effefliva

men, fet off in the night of the fifteenth of Auguft, with ™

thy hapes of furprifing the Ameiicans in their camp
which was twelve mules difftant, It is not a little
fingular that Gales, whofe force was fix thoufand
fuong, had fomud at the very fime time a fimilar
fchome of attackuig lord Cornwallis by furprife, and
wes then en hiv march for thet purpofe,  Thus mov-
iy in eppefite ducétions, the advanced guards of
borit anes met and fued upon each other at two
¢duek o the meming. A fort of truce foon took place,
till day Lot appeared, whon lord Rawdon and colonel
Wity chasged the enemy with fuch vigow, prompti-
tnde, aud Judgment, that the militia flud at the firfl on-
fto The refave, confitting of aboui two thoufund five
hanlicd egulas, ftood thar ground very firmly for neag
an hour ; but wue at lenath thrown into irrecoverable
confufion, and forced to give way in all quarters, abun-
doning thein cannen, camp-equipage, and ftores, Between
ezit wnd nine hundred ot the Americans wae killed in
the altion, and in the purluit, which was continued for
noie thin twenty |||1ch from the field of battle: one
thoutand were made prifoncrs 5 and in tins number were
buron de [allie, the fecond in command, and general
Rutherford, the former of whom died foon affer of his
wounds.  Cigary, wnother of the Amaiican’eenerals,
was ameng the flain 5 but Gates, who had 1etired with

.the miliria to endeavour to rally them, finding all his ef-

forts vain, gave up every thing as loft, and feemed to
think himfelf infccure, Yill he got to the diftance of one
hundred and eighty miles from the fcene of his mistbsune

: and



A. D. 1780, GEORGE III. . 289
and difgrace, Only fixty nine of the Britith troops weie
Lilicd i this engagement 5 and that nothing might be
wanting to comnplite the deftiu&tion of all the provincial
foice to the fouthwaid, colonel Tarleron, two days after,
‘came up with a detached corps under gencral Sumpter
ntit the Catawba Fuds, and poared upon thum fo unex-
pecledly, that the attack was Little more than a fliugheer
aid 1out.

L.V The news of 1 victory at once fp brilliant, and ap-~
parently fo decifive ot the fate of the fouthen colonics,

cpe not 1eceived with correlponding cootions of joy in
Lilgland. The fpiats of the people had lately been funk
in tng contemplation of fome of the fevarelt blows whish
the Biatith commeree had ever fuflained. Admiral Geary,
who, on the death of fir Chailes Hady in May, had been
appomnted to the command of the Chanael fleet, haviog
in the begimung ot July takentwelve merchantmen from
Port-au prnce, proceeacd foon atter Lo the fouthward, in
the hope of talling in with a detached fguadron of Fiench
and Sp.nifh thips, ot which he had rcceved fome intdd-
Ioence. While he was crmfing with this view offf Cape
Finierre, a rich and confiderable convey for the Eaig
and Welt Indics, attended by the Ramulics and two fri-
gates, faded om Portfinouth in toe latter end of July,
and wae mtercepted on the ninthoi Auguil by the com-
bined flects under Don Lewrs de Cordova.  ‘I'he Ra-
millics, with the fiigates, and a few merchantmen, -
caped.  All the redl, amounting to more than fifty fai,
wete taken and canied into Cidiz.  Befides the immenie
value of the merchandile, @ number of the fhips were
Joaded with naval and miltary ftores for the fettlements
in theiriefpeltive places of deftination. About the fame
time, an ajcount was 1eceived of the captuie of tourteen
thips oftyé cutward-bound Quebec fleet by fome Ameri-
ci.1 privateers off the banks of Newfoundland ; and this
concunience of lofles, which, in their nearer or more fe-.
mote conlequences, affeSted all orders of people, fpicad a
general gloom througheut the nation.

YiL. An alliance, which had been entered into by the
» Vou. 111, Bb northern
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northein pewers under the nameof ¢ the Armed Neutra- !
lity,” and fome violent difputes with Holland, which
feemer advancing to a direét ruptare, tended in no finall
degree to mercuie the public defpondence at this alarming
period.  The Duteh, from the buginning of the ditur-/
bances in Amurica, had mainained a concfpordence with -
the people of that country, and not enly fupplsed them with
marchandle, bat with wailik: itores, to give vigour to
their rcbellion, Atier the interierence of France anc i
in the quarrel, the telfith and ticacherous zonduét of the
Dutch hecome ihill more evident  Their ports were opr”l™ |
to the rebellious fubjeds, as well as to the inveterate
encnnes of Gieat Bratan ; and the valt profits of # con-
traband tiade made themregardlefsot every conlideration
ot honcur ond fuendfhip.  Various 1emonttrances weie
made on this head by the Britith ambaffador at the
Hagne, bt without effeét.  One ot the {ubjeéts of com-
plamt deferves partscular notice. Anencounte took place
in the moenth of Scptember 1779 between captain Pear-
{on ot the Ser apis man ot war, accompanied by the Scar-
borough frigate, having under thar couvoy the trade
fiom the Biliic, and Paul Jones, the commander of an
Amcrican [quadron, which had for fome tume before in-
fefted the Butih feas.  After a very fierce and bloody
attion, during which the convoy had full time to efcape,
the Serapis and Scai borough weretaken and carried to the
Tex-l. On this a very firong memorial was prefen‘ed to
the Stares General by fis Jofeph Yorke,claiming thofe fhips
and their crews, s having been captured by ¢“arehel fub-
jectand a criminal of the ftate.” * Their High Mightineffes
veplied, ¢ that they were not authorized to pats judgmente
o4 :hofe prizes o on the perfon of Paul Jones.”™  The
h, el hetween both countries grew wider fand wider
eviry diy. Abceut three months atter the forfer event,
cemm dorc Felding fell in with a fleet of Dutch mer-
= Paul Jones was a native of Galloway in Scotland,
an- ual, by his ciiines, foiteited his lifc to the laws
ot “iscountry, before he cntered into the fervice of *
congrels, chant
A
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chant fhips, convoyed by a {inall iquadron of men'of war
ander count Byland ; and defiring permiffion to wifit the
nerchant fhips, in order to afcertain whether they con-
aled any contiaband goods, was peremptor ily 1ctufed by
“he Dutch admiral.  On this, he fired a fhot a-head of
die count, who returned a bioadfide : commodore Ficld-
ing did the fame ; and then the Dutch mmediately fhiuck
heir colours.  In the mean time the greateft part of the
convoy bore away to the coaft of France ; but fuch of
‘hem as remained, and had naval fteres on board, were
Ropped, and the Dutch admital was intormed that he
at libeaty to hoift his colours and projecute his
e. But he icfuled to quit his convoy. and accom-
ramddghe commodore to Portlinouth. It isno wonder,
-hat the infolent demand of redicls made by the ilates,
after fo flagiant a breach of the law of nations or therr
wrty fhould be treated withjuit contempt by ree Bratifh
sourt.  But, on the feventecnth of Apuid tdilowmng,
ais majefty  publifhed a declwarvon, flating < thar se-
seated memot rals having been prelented by his ambafludor
-0 the States Genernl, demanding the fuccow s ftipuiated
by treaty, to which requilition they had given no an-
fwer, nor fignified any intention of comphance, his ma-
selty corfidered their High Mighineffes as naving de-
fated the alliance thar had to long fubfilted between
Great Britain and the Republic ; and his majefty fiom
that time [ufpended, previfionally, all che ftipulations of
the feveral exitting treaties, particularly of the maine
‘reaty of 1674. The immediate defign of fuch ex-
plicit language was to convince the ftates of the deter-
nined {piritof the Britifh cabinet, and to grevent them,
it poffible, from acceding to the late confederncy of
Ruflia, Penmark, and Sweden, the 1¢al obje& of which,
under the fhew of prot.&ing the fieedom of commerce,
was t0 render legitimate the moft fraudulent intercourfe
Retween neutral powers and thofe at war *: But the

Dutch, *

* The grand principle of this fcheme was, that a
free thip fhould make free goods, or, in other words,
bz thas
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Dutch, equally unpreparcd for hoftilities on the one
hand, and unwilling on the other to forego the advanta-,
ges of a gainful, though per fidious and illicit trade, had -
rcourl, as ufual, to procraftination and delay, till mat-
ters were brought to an 1ffuc by the following incident. *
Oa the third of Scptember, the Meicury, a congiefs |
packet, was taken by the Veftal frigate off’ the banks of
Newfoundland. On bo.rd this packet was Mr. Laurens,
lae prefident of the conguefs, charged with a commiffion
.to Holland. On l;emg; brought to England, he was ex—
amined by the privy council, and committed to tlyue
Tower, ou acharge of high trealon.  His papers, wliun
had been thrown overboard, and faved from finkiny, by
the alertnefs of a Briti(h (caman, wcre found ta.guntain
the fketch of a treaty of amity and commerce between
the republic of Holland and the ftates of Americe, fome
articles of which had been provifionally agreed to and
figned two years before at Aix-la-Chapelle by William
Lee, formerly an alderman of London, but thenan agent
for congrefs, and John de Neufvillc, a merchant of Am-
flerdam, acting under powers delegated to him by the
grand penfionary of thatcitys Thele paperswere imme-
diately tranfiitted to the Butifh ambaffador at the Hague,
who was inftruéted to prefent a memorial to the States
General, requiring them to difavow the procecdings of
the grand penfionary and his accomplices, and to inflick
upon them a punithment {uitable to the magnitude of their
offences: he was faither enjoined to declare, that, if fa-
tisfaétion in thefe refpeéts fhould be either refufed or de-
layed, the States General would be confidered as making
themielves paities to the injury, and fuch meafuies be
purfued as the law of nations autharifed for compelling
a reparation of the wrong. ‘The memorial was accord-
ly prefented ; and no fatisfactory anfwer bein xreturned,
by the States General within the time expected, fir Jo-
feph Yorke was recalled, and on the twentieth of e«

that a neutral fhip, although loaded witha cargo be-
longing to onc ol the powers at war; fhould pafs as
free and unmolefted as in time of peace, cembey

L
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cember, letters of repifal were ordered tobe iffued.againt
the Dutch. The manifefio publithed on this occafion
was generally admitted as a mafter piece of political
\(riting. The merit of the compofition hus been giciibed
\o Mr. Gibbon. the celebrated hiftonan of the decline

nd tall of the Roman empure, and, at that time, one of
wdfic commiflioners of trade.

" CHAP. V.

. New Parlament convened ,—0Mr. Cornwall chofen
Speaker ;—and the War coith the Butch juffified. 11,
Warh Dibates on the Loan Bul.  Vii. Swmmary of the
¢x Proccedings of the Seffion.  IV. Second arortive Aga

tept of the French on the Ifland ¢f Jerfiy. V. Conguipt
of &g Iflund of St. Lufiatia, and jome other Dutch Scitle-
ments™ the Weft Indies. V1. Lofs of Tovage. V1L

Rich Conwoy freon St. Euflatia mtercepted onits Way to
England; and that Ifland awith us Dependencies 12 con~
quered vy the Marquis de Bowi'e. VIIU Colonel Torie-
ton’s fatal Defear at the Cowpens. 1X. Aftwn ncar
Guldford between Lord Cornwallis and General Greeae,
X. Step wbich bzyfmed the fud Cataftropbe at York tozwn.
XI. Sir Henry Clinton’s Apprebesjions o an Attack upon
New York. XI1L. Partial Engagement between th: Count
de Graffe and Admiral Graves, foon follo wed by the Sur-
vender of Lord Cornwallis's Army. X111 Redufion of’
Penfacola by Don Gulvez. XIV. Succefiful Sally of the
- Garrifon of Gibraltar. XV. Commodore jobuflune's Ex-
pedition againft the Cape of Good Hope. XV1. Succifs of
the Britifh Avms in the Eaff Indws. XVIIL. Defperate
Engagement on the Dogger Bank. XVIIL. Part of a
French Convoy mtercepted by Admral Kempenfelt.  XIX,
~ New Cabinet formed under the Aufpices of the Marquis of
Rockingbam. - XX. Liberal Conccffions made to the lrifb,
XXI. Otper Popular Mcafures of the new DMinifiry.—
XX 1L hanges occafioned by the Death of the Marquis of
Rockingbam.  XXUII. Minorca taken by the Dule de
xillon, and feveral Iflands in the Weft ludies conguri od
by tbe Marquis de Bowtlé.  XX1V. Roduey's gloious and
critically important Victory onthe twelfthof April, XXV,
Bbhj The
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The Spemifb floating Butteries defiroyed at Gibraltar, and
the Garrifon relrved by Lord Howe. XXV1. Prowvifional
Articles of Peace between Great Britain and America.—;
XXVIY. Debate on the preliminary Articles—Lffeéls of the
Csalition. T
1781. 1, AS the commencement of hoftilities againi

the Dutch had taken place durirg the
Chriftmas 1ecefs, it did not become a {ubjeét of debate
in the gieat council of the nation till the twenty fifth of
January.  Parliament had been diffolved on the fir € of
Scptember, and a new one convened the thitty firft ¢i Oc-
tober ; but nothing worthy of fpecific notice had pafj:f-'
in either houfe betore the holidays, except the ele€ion
ot a fpeaker of the commons, in whi.h the ftrengta of
the oppofition was vainly exerted for the re-appdfhtment
of fir Fletcher Norton, there being only 134 vuices in his
taver, againt 203 who voted for Mi. Ceainwall.  The
1oya) metfage on the indifpenfible neceflity of the war with
the Dutch gave rife to long and angry, but uninteicfling
difcuflions. In fpite of all the ctfurts of the minority to
expole, as they afferted, the ariogance, the rathnefs, the
trenzy of admmiftiation, in provoking an old ally tojoin
the confederacy of Great Biitain’s enciies, it was clearly
flicwn, that the flagrant baftnefs of the Dutch could be
no lenger connived at, and that indecifion in fuch a cafe
would have been no lefs 1uinous than fhameful.  Ad-
drefles highly approving the fteps taken by his majetty,
with full affurances of the moft determired fupport, were
carried by confiderable majourities in both houfes.

TI. But the minider had foon another contedt to (uftain,
in which the divifions ran much clofer, and feemed to
indicate fome decline of his credit with the public, as
well asof his influence in pailiament.  On the feventh of
Mirch, he brought forward his amnual ftateme :t of the
fupplies and 1elources for the curient fervice. T ontiver
expenditure he calculated at twenty one millions, twelve
of which it would be neceffary to raife by a loan. Ti...
terms were unufually high: a contraé had been entered
into with the fubicribers to grant one hundred and fifty

.- potmds
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pounds capital ftock at thiee per cent. and twenty five
pounds capital ftock at fourper cent. for every £.100in
noney, heing nine millions more than the fum aétually paid
into the exchequer. ‘T'odetray theintereft ot this Joan, new
faxes would be wanting to the amount of fix hundred and
fixty thoufand pounds amually, that is fix thouland more
chan the legal ettablifhedinterett ot five per cent.-exclufive of
which, as the fublciipiion to the loan bore a premium of
n per cent. the ravther fum of one million, two hundred
thutand pounds appeared to be lof to the nation by this
imProvident bargain. - Mr. Foxiepobated every part of
N as the moft corrupt in its origing themoft thamefulin
E progieis, and the moft injurious in its confequences,
ever came uader the contemplation of the houfe.—

A aedpent, winch he propofeil in the committee of
iupp]),’Wd by 111 voices againft 169. But
the bufinels did n®&nd here :—the eppofition to the loan

bill was renewed under a variety ot forms, duringits paf-
fage through the commons; and when cairied to the
Jords, the marquis of Rockingham aad fome of his
friends did not iall fhort of Mr. Fox in the afperity of
cunfine and exearation.  The only apology made for fuch
a contradt having been the low ftate of the funds and the
imperious needdfity of the times, the maiquis faid, ¢ he
did not doubt but the matter originated m secefity ; for
fuch was the ciitical fituation of the minifter, that he
found himfelt compelled to 1efort to this fhameful watle
of the public money, inorder to fix and attach the waver-
ing and lielitating minds of lus abettors.”  Eight ot the
peers entered a proteft againft the bill on tiie journals.—
Some weeks afterwards the fubjeét waserevived in the
lower houte by a motion of fir George Saville tor the ap-
pointment of 1 committee to inquire into thecircumitances
of the&ull‘ loan; ¢ for though the bargain,” he faid,

© ®been irtevocably ratified, it was not yet too late,
en difcovering the fhamele s prodigality of the terms on
which it was concluded, to pafs a vote of cenfure, oreven
of impeachinent, on the man who had facrificed the pub-
lic in fo grofs and daring 3 manner,”  This gave nife to

: . a vehanent
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a vehement debate, at the conclufion of which the mo-
tion was rejeted by a najority of 46 only, in a houfe
confifting of near 400 members ; fo that, on the part of
the minifter, it might be confidered as an efcape, rathe
than a viftory.

ITI. The other proceedings of this feflion, which was
protrafted to the eighteenth of July, are more diitins.
guilhed for the violence and acrimony of dchate, than
tor their final efficacy or importance.  Mr. Burke’s t.-
mous reform bill wis again brought forward, but was
rejeéted, on the motion for the fecond reading, by a.na-
jonty of 233 to 190, The appontment of delegates by
feveral of the aflociated ccunties, to meet in London for
the purpofe of promoting the objects of their former y2a
titions, had alio proved a copious fourceof parlian®ftary
contention ; and when the {ubjeét ot old grievances was
exhaufted, the events of the war, the fphere of which
was now confiderably enlarged, atforded every day fome
frefh occafion of clamorand difpute.  The accountsfrom
the Eaft Indies in particular were very peiplexing. A
fpirit of intigue and conquett, of rapacity and ambi-
tion, feemed to have pervaded the whole tyftem of Bri-
tifh government in thac paut of the world, and to have at
length provoked a moft formidable confederacy of the na-
tive powers. Wohile a part of the company’sforces were
engaged on one fide in hoftilities with the Mahrattas,
Hydur Ally, on the other, broke into the Cainatic with
a valt army in the month ot July 1780, and committed
the moft dieadful ravages. On the tenth of September,
he furrounded a larg= body ot troops under colonel Bail-
lie, who were.entirely cut to pieces, or made prifoners,
He then attacked and made himf(elf mafterof Arcot ; and
fearcely did the government of Madrafs believe itfelf to
be in fafety, when fir Eyre Coote arrived to tike the
commund of the forces on the coaft of Coromand¥: -swod»
by the moft extraoidinary efforts ftopped Hyder's career,
and défeated him in feveral engagements, in which, to.
ule the gallant veteran’s own words, ¢ every neive was
exerted to the very extent of pollibility,” ‘The fuft in-

. telligense |
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relligince of thole urexy elivd cenvulfions in the Eaft oc-
safioned the appomiment et afecret cominittee of the
1oute of cummuons to inquue into the caules of ghe Mah-
tta war, and that in u,: Carnatic. Their reports on
the lubject afterwards ergaged no (mall fhare of public
‘e, but did not protuce any efheéluel correClion of
the evi o A bill had hkewne bean houghie tu, and was
Sifed wt the clole of the fellon, for reftraming the aibi-
B\xg wictoicaments of the fuptaf®e coutt of judicatute
in¥engal; and another, by wiich 1he cempony Wwere,
or a Inmited (am, continued in the enjoyment of their
cfent privili ges, with a claute compelling them to pay
ut four hundred thonfand pounds to the publie, ina:d
of Tyely, aad as a juit participation in their 1evenues
and profits.
1V. The military hiflory of the prefent year wes
marked 10 its conmencement by a fecond atteiapt of the
French upon the Mland ot Jurfey. The baron de Rulle-
court, who had buen nex: in command to count Naflau
in the formur avack, landed with about eight hundred
men at 2 place culled the Violet Bankan the night of the
fitteeuth of Janusry, and, to the attonithment of the in-
habitants, when the day began to dawn, the imarkets
place of St. Relier was {ound occupied by French troops.
"Ihe houte of iajor Corhet, the licutenant-goveinor, bes
ing entitely funounded, he was fo far intnunidated as to
fign aiticles of capitulation,  But when Elizabeth Caftle
wis fuinmoned, captain Aylward, the commander, far
from paying tie leatt regaid to the aéts of the governor
in his prefent itate o durance, fired upon the French anct
obliged them to retreat 5 and major Pierton, a yeung and
gallant ofticer, fecond 1 command, having affembled the
regular f) oops and militia of the ifland on the heights near
S 4aun, attacked theenemy with the gieateft refolution.
Baron Rullccourt being at the commencement of the ac-
+ion mortally wounded, the French troops in lefs than
half an hour laid down their arms, and furendered them-
felves prifoners of war,  Untortunately almoft the Jaft
{hot fired previous to the fusrender proved tatal to major
. Pierfon,
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Picrfon, in whofe condu&, during the whole of this
tranfadtion, difcretion and valor had been equally cone
{picucuse

V. Early information of the rupture with Hollan-!
having been tranfinitted to the Weft Indies, aduural
Rodney, who had returned to that ftation from Ncw: .
Yoik, and gencral Vaughan appeared with a confidgra-
ble force, in the beginning of Febiuary, before the i at.1
of St. Euftatia, that famous depofit of wealth and mgat
of tiaffic. De Graaff, the governor, beng utterly inca-
pable ot making any defunce, was compelled to futrendep,
at difcretion ; and the immenfe property of the iflayd
was declared to be confifcated, with a degree of ingaf-
criminate rigeur, which the paft treachery of theBiatch
could hardly juftify. The value ot the commodities thus
feized was efiimated at four mullions ftetling. A Dutch
frigate of thirty fix guns, five others of inferior force,
and more than one hundied and fitty fail of merchant-
men were taken in the bay; and a fleet of thirty fhips
vichly Jaden, which had failed tor Holland two days be-
fore, were purfued and brought back, with a wan of
war that convoyed them, under the command of admiral
Byland, who loit his life in a vam effort of refiftance.—
“The neighbouring {mall iflands ot St. Martin and Saba
were reduced in a fimilar manner; apd, nearly about
the fame time, the Dutch fettlements of Demerary, Ific-
quibo, and Berbicia, on the fouthern main, made a ten=
der of fubmiffion to the governor of Barbadoes, the rivers
leading to the two former having been boldly entered,
and all the veflels feized, by a fquadron of privateers from
Briltol. The deputies from thole fettlements were re-,
ferved to admiral Rodney and general Vaughan, who
thought them deferving of more lenity than {hie people
of St. Euitatia, and lecuied to them the full poMeflinn.ef-
their civil government, and private property.

*VI. While the Britith commanders were detained &
adjufting the concerns of their new acquifition, a French
fleet under the count de Grafle, after a partial engage-
ment with adiral Hood, whom Rodney had detached

te
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W intercept it, fteered its courie to the ifland of Tobago,
on which the marquus de Bouillé made an immediate def-
cent.  Admiral Rodney, on recewving intelligence of
Wafs attack, funt off a fquadron of fix fhips of the line,
witl fome fiigates and tioops, for its reliet ; but thefe
MMMing the French in great force were obliged to return;
ngd, Rodney, accompanied by Vaughan, now failed in
rion with the whole flect for Tobago. He arrived off
t'."coaﬂ on the tourth of June, But had the mortifica-
tiol- to leain that the ifland had furrendered two days
efore ; and was baffled 1n all his attempts, during the
rnainder of the fummer, to bring the enemy to a genc-
rajengagement.

VT1i% Other mortifying circumftances foon concuired
to render the conqueft of St. Euftatia an obje rather of
vexation than of niumph. It feemed as it the fpoil of
that ifland had been fubjet to fome fatality, which was
to deprive the nation, as well as the captors, of its be-
nefit. A rich convoy, freighted with the moft valuable
cominodities taken there, was intercepted on its way  to
England by a French fquadron; and the ifland itflf,
with its little dependencies, St. Maitin's and Saba, were
re-conqueted in November by a fmall force under the
marqus dé Boullié, who behaved with the moft politic
liberality to the inhabitants, and immediately publithed
a declaration, that the forces of his moft Chriftian ma-
jetty defended the ifland only till relieved by the troops of
their High Mightineffes.

VIII. The iffue of the campaign in America was
fill more unfavorable to the Britith arms. *A few gleams
of fuccels in the courfe of the year ferved only to increafe
the difmal effeét of multiplied difatters. After the vic-
tory at Camden, the exceffive heats and great unhealthi-
=2wkswfsthe feafon had laid an infuperable reftraint for
fome time on lord Cornwallis®s march into NorthuCaro-
Yna; and the total deftruction of a corps of royallits
ander major Fergufon, who had been fent towards the
rontiers, obliged- his lordfhip to fufpend any farther
Atempts till tﬁe opening of the new year. He bfgnn
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his march early in Javuary 5 but finding that genenal
Greene, by whom Gates hid been lateiv 1opealded in
the command of the funthan army, had deached co-
lonel Moirgan at the head of a budy of hght e cps 1/
penetiate into South Caroling, and not chulig, to leaicfo
confiderable a corps in hus reur, he ordaed cote nel Tatusl
ton with a lupeior force to diive Morgm: cuar ul"}hc,,
countty. This attempt ended in the total defeat of tut
Britith detachment. “The cannon, colours, and b guse
waggons, with obout four hundied prifoners, tll mtosche
handa of the victors 3 and this unfortunate blow may b
confidered as a prmeipal link in the chan ot cvents th
lud to the independence of America, A

L. Invan did lad Cornwallis endeavou beefipid
movements (o came up waith Meigan, who ion te-jomed
the mam army under Greene,  But the lare diugiace at

 Cowpens was cumnpletely wipedoft i a pitched batte be-
tween both annicsar Guildtord on the fiiteenth of Maich,
Heie the Biitiith toops attucked and deteated an aimy
of more thon three times their own number, not tuhen by
furprite, but prepared for altuon, and judicicufly pofted.
The glory of having become maftas of the fidd, and of
the artillery of the enemy, was, nowever, dea ly purchated
by the lofs of near one hundiad killed, and above four
hundred wounded, amounting to moire than one third of
all the Buitifh troops engaged.

X. To enter into a detail of the altemate fuccefles and
misfortunes that terminated in the furiender ot this gal-
lang army at York-town can’anfwer no valuable pumipole,
It would be only exhibiting a melancholy pitture of tkill
and courage excrted in vain. The ftep which haftened
the fad cataftrophe was fir Henry Clinton’s 1ccalling a
Jarge body of ticops under general Arnold then with lord
Cornwallis at Wiﬁiamfhurg, the capital of Virginiz- ofe
which.he had taken pofleflion the twenty fixth of June.
‘The”commander in chiet conceived at that tune New,
Yok to be in danger from the united forces of the Fiench
and Americans. After this diminution of his ftrength,
lord Cornwallis immediately quitted his_infecure poﬁ at.

. ‘Williamfburg,

AP



A

b D, 1781, GIORGE III. jor
v "amfburg, and pafied over James River, with aview
Sof fixing his head quarters at Portfinouth; but, on far-
gur thought, he removed to York-tewn, as thg more

eliszble fituation.

., l;Hilhrrto the plan of the campaign on the part of
iy neLl Wifhington had waveied in uncertainty.  He
wd-ong and ferioufly meditatad an attack upon New
&k, and general Clinton had good reaton to belicve
thi# this was finally determined Gpof at an interview be-
Peweel the Americen-genaal and count Rechambeau,
“ich took place in May ; and in confequence of this
prAedt, great preparations were made in the vicinity of
Now Yok, all anncuncing an approaching fiewe.  But
the arrival ot confiderable reintorcements trom Fagland,
and the recal of fo large a body of troops from Virginia,
operitted as fhiong checks on any fuch attempt; and a
Jetter fiom count de Grafle, Ruung that his deflination
was unalierably fixed to the Chefapeak, left the Ameri-
can and Fionch commanders no altainative, A joint an-
fwer was immediately fent, that they would lafe no time
in removing the army to the touth of the Delaware, there
to meet the admitals All the appearances of an attack
upon New Yok were, howeyar, ftill carefully kept up,
till at length, on the twenty tfourth of Augult the allied
Jomy fuddenly decamped, pafled the Noith River, and
by rapul marches proceeded 1o Philadelphia, where they
arrived on the thittieth, ‘The flect of the count de Gralfle,

confiiting of twenty tour iliips of the line, entered nearl
at the fame time the bay of Chefapeak. Sir Henry Clin-
ton, being now undeceived, fent to afiure lord Coinwallis,
hat he wouldl either reinforce hun by every poflible means
u his power, or make the beit diverfion he could in his
vour. Accordingly, the Englith fleet, confifting of nine-
=i ps of the line, under admiral Graves, appeared
" off the capes of Virginia, on the fifth of St:ptcmb‘;{; and
count de Grafle, expe€ting a reinforcement from Ritoge-,
ifland, ftocd out to fea tor their protettion. A warm ac-
tion enfued, but without any material advanlage on. the
e of the Englifh ; and the eougt d¢ Gafle, being joined

. vou. III, Ce by
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by the fquadron he expeted, was left undifputed mdter
of the Chefapeak. Reliet was from this time wholly imy
pradticable ; and lord Cornwallis withdrew withmyl
works, making every preparation for a vigoious defer<es
X1I. York-town being fituated nearly at the extremity
of a narrow peninfula, inclofed between York Rifi-$ix
the notth and James River to the fouth, it was inwtede!
with fingular tacility by an enemy who commanded Fhe
navigation of the two rivers,  On the fourteenth of(Dc-
tober, the befiegers, notwith@tanding the well-dirtcted
and inceffant fire of their gallant enemy, had advan
far in their fecond paiailel. Being greatly incommqfled
in their approaches by two redoubts at the ditapgt of
two hundred yards trom the Britifh lines, 1t wa¥ detere
mined to attack them at the tame time by diffeient de-
tachments of French and Amenicanse  The detence was
fpirited, but ineffeftual. By this time the batteries of
the befiegers were covered with one hundred pieces of
heavy ordnance 5 and the Britith woiks, enfiladed in al-
moft every part, and nearly demolifhed, could (c.icely
mount a fingle gun.  In this extiemity no other refource
remained than to endeavour to tranlport the garrifon
acrofs York River to Gloucefter Point, oppofiteto York
Town, whete works had been alfo erefted, and were
ftill occupied by part of the Britith army. But this n-
tention being totally fruftrated by a violent itorm after
the embarkation had aétually commenced, luid Corn-
wallis was reduced to the hard neceflity of propofing
terms of capitulatior, which were gianted only on condi-
tion of his lordfhip’s furrendering himfelt, and the forces
under his comimand, 'to the amount of about feven thon -
fand men, prifoners of war. The honor of marching
out with colours flying, which had been refufed to ge,
nera: Lincoln on his giving up Charleftown, was-wow: o€z
fufed tp lord Cornwallis; and general Lincoln was ap-
Ppoizted to receive the fubmiffion of the army of York-
town, precifely in the fame way his own had been con-
dudled eighteen months before.
XIIIL To this terrible overthrow, which extinguift
. ed
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‘ed all hope of ever recovering any of the rebel previnces,
muft be added another lofs on the fame continent in the
c{t;‘ly partof the campaign. Don Galvez, of whofe fuc-
el +ul expedition, in the year 1779, again(t the Biitith fet-
tlemeMts on the Miffiffippi, fome natice has been alrcady
£ made i ther advances into Weift Florida the fol-
Jowing » and being at length reinfoiced by a power-
ful fleet and army from the Havannah, completed the
cortqueft of the whole province by thg redution of Penfa-
cola’on thecighth of May., General Campbell, the go-

J nor, acquired no (inall reputation, even in misfox‘(uqe,
byAhis judicicus and fpurited detence of the place for two
mokths, with a motley affemblage ot Buitith foldiers,
royalilts, Germans, failors, and negroes, making in all
mine hundred and firty e, againit a fleet of fifteen fail
of the line, and a land force almoft ten times the num-
ber ot the garnilon. )

X1V. Butthe 1ecoveryeven of a whole province could
hot confole Spain for the difappointment fhe fhll felt
in the ficge of Gibraltar.  She had {et her heart fo en-
tirely on the redaétion of that fortiefs, that the feaicely
feerned to have another objett in the war. The labour
of the nation was exhuufted in the flupuidous works which
fhe raifed before the place, and thiy were covered with
the 1 wit formidable artillery that had cver, perhaps, been
know in any fi.ge.  Yet ull her etforts conld not pre-
vent timely relief rom being conveyed to the garrifon,
firlt, by fir Gecige Rodncy, and now again by admiral
Darby, who had fuccceded Geury in the command
of the channel fleet. I'he Spamiards endgavoured ro re-
venge the failuie of their gun-boats in an atttempt to
burn the donvoy of vi€tuallas in the bay, by keeping up
againft the fortrefs an unremitted fire day and night for
“ifte weeks, from ene hundred and feventy pieces of heavy
cannon and fourfcore mortars.  The town andyits inha-
bitants were the facrifice; bat the lofs, on t o\f*«le of
the garrifon, was inconfiderable, and the damage®dohe
to the works was too trifling to give any concern to the
defenders.  Duting a long_calm which fucceeded the

Ce - gradual
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gradual abatement of this ticmendous cannenade and
bombardment, the have Eiliot foomed a {cheme vot of-
noify, but etlcéual retaliation. At three o’clock iu ths
moing of the twenty feventh ot November, a ftrrag
detachment, commanded by biigadier general Ro.s, fal-
licd out of the gariifen, and attacked the ¥emy’s Ve
with fuch a combination of fkil and impeleadiy, shack
the Spanimds gave way on every fiide, and abandontd
thofe mighty balwagks, erefted with fuch unparallcled
expence and labour, and in the expeted effelts of w11ich‘:
all the hopes of their countiy weie centered.  In logf
than halt an hour five batteries, wirh all the lines ofjnp-
proach, communicution, and traverfe, were in flames;—
the magazines blowing up one ufter another as the con-
flagration reached them ;—ihe confounded and difroayed
Spaniards otfcting no othericliftancethana dittant and ill-
direfted fire from the forts ot St. Phillip and St. Bar-
bara.

XV. The grand fleet, on its departure from England
for the rcliet of Gibraltar, was accompanicd by a finall
fquadron under the command of commodore Johnitone,
late one of the commuflioners to America, but now ap=
fointcd to conduét an expedition to the Cape of Goud

Jope. The court of Verlailles, knowing the piefentin-
ability of the States General to proreét their foreign do-
minions, fent a fupericr fquadion under M. Sufirein to
counteralt the defigns of tae Englifh; and coming up
with them at Port Praya, in the :fland of St. Jago, the
French admiral made no fcruple to viclate the neutrality
of the Portuguefe flug, by attacking the fquadron of com-
modore John{one, while it lay in the harbour, difperfed -
and unfuipicious of danger. Britith valour was emi-
nently difplayed in repelling the attack, under every dif-!
advantage of number, fituarion, and furprife ; anabcive
French were beaten off, after fuffering feverely in the
copflifk, but immediately proceeding to the Cape, the
fecuitd that fettlement from any hoftile attempt. Thougn
the main objeét of commodorc Jolinftone™s expedition was
thus defeated, he fucceeded jp the capture of five very

. valuable



. & B, 1780, GEORGE I1l. 1 4ég
valuible Dutch Eaft Indiamen, with which he returned
to Europe, a pait of his {quadren and a convoy of tran(-
ports and merchant fhips, which were deftined for the
Eaft Indies, having prolccuted their voyage thisher,

AVL. Suffrein’s timely anival at the Cape was cer.

.%Lhe myfns of prelerving that place, in itfelf inca-
pablex& -4y vigorous refiftance ; but the French admi-

‘ral did not reach the Eaflt 1ndies foon enough to afford
the like proteétion to the Dutch fegtlements theic, or to
fave H Ji-r Ally’s mprine from deftruétion.  While fir

R)jre “oote was atticking Hyder with equal vigor and
Mcefs by land, fir Edward Hughes not only blocked up
his ports on the Malabar coaft, but deftroyed his fhip-
ping at Calicut and Mangalore, two ot his principal ar-
fenals, on which all his hopes of becoming a maritime
power were founded. Before the clofe of the year, the
Dutch fort of Negapatam, in the Tanjore country, the
garrifon of which had been reinforced by two thoufand
thice hundred of Hyder’s troops, was taken by a joint
operation of the Britith naval and military forces; and,
early in January 1782, they became mafters, with ftill
greater eafe, of the valuable fettlement of Tiinquemale in
the ifland ot Ceylon. The many fubfequent encounters
between fir Edward Hughes and M. Suffrein weie fo
niccly balanced in point of ftrength, fkill, emulation,
perfeverance, heroifin, as left no room for the boaft of
fuperiority on either fide.

XVII. If the Dutch were mortified by the feverity
of their lofles in both the Indies, they had almoft as little
caufe to rejoice at the fruits of their treachery and ingra-
titude near home. Several of their merchantmen and
‘fingle fhips were taken at the beginning of the rupture ;
but no engagenent happened between the fleets of the
-heo nations till the fifthof Auguft. Early inthe morn-
ing of that day, an Englith [quadron coinmunéed by ad-
miral Hyde Pairker met upon the Dogger-Bank 4 Dutch
{quadron lomewhat fuperior in force commanded ad-.
mual Zouttman, having under his convoy a fleet bound
‘to the Baltic. On perceiging the Englith fquadron bear-
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ing down, the Dutch adniral, who was to leeward,
pradtiled no mancuvres to avoid the contelt. No gun
was fied on cither fide, until the two fquadrons came
fo near &5 to be within halt mufket-thot, when a dieny-
ful camonade commenced, which was kept up wicnout
interruption for thiee homs and forty mingles ; Uit
attion then ciated only beeaule the fhips onieth’ fides, .
trom the damages they had 1¢pellively fullainud, were no
longer found manageable. I he Dutch, atta fome time,
bore away with their convoy for the ‘Texel, which they
1eached with great difliculily, one of their lurecht fhipe
finking before they couid nuke the harbour.  Fefides tne
injury thus done to their navy, one of the nioft beneficial
branches of their commcrce was intei. upted for this year
at leaft, by the retwin of thewr Baiuc convoy.

XVIIL An atempt made by admiral Kempenfelt,
with thirteen iail of the line and fourfuigates, to intercept
a French {quadion and convoy conying ieinforcaments to
the Eaft and Welt Indics, concluded the naval enter-
prifes of this yew.  The Englith adimnal fell in wuh
the encmy on he tweltih of December in a hard gale of
wind, and mccecded in cutting off a partof the convoy ;
but was obliged to 1ehmquith any tarther defipn, on per-
ce.ving the eneriy’s torce to confift ot ninereen fail of
heavy line of battle fhips, befides two more wmed en
Sute.  About tweaty of the prizes arrived fafe in En-
ghind s and their nnportance, being all crouded with
tioops, or heavy Laden wirh ftores and provifions, ferved
to eacite the diflarisiathion of the publicat thenegligence
ot thole who had not fupplied Kempentelt with (uch a
force, as wouid have enabled him to take or deftroy the
whaole French flect and convoy. ,

1782, X1X. Though lord North and his colleagies.
fuli preferved a tone of fimnefs, and cairied feveral qun&‘-
tions offumc moment relating to the eftimates, the tup-
plies, add the neceffity of a new loan of thirteen millions
and 2 half, with large majortties in the houle of com-
nions, yet it was caly to fee that his power was totter-
ing, and could not be of lmg continuance, In every

< debate
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debate introduced by the oppofition for the avowed pura
pole of condemning the conduét of the war, the number
of thofe who voted for the exculpation of the miniftry,
Accreated every day. A motion of cenfure &n the firtt
lor of the admiralty, brought forward by Mr. Fox foon

- the Chriftmas reccls, was rejeéted by a majority of
only*s. 5 and even that majority did not continue, but
was reduced to 19 on the renewal of the fame motion in
fubflance, though a little varied an form, on the twen-
ticth of Februmy. Loid George Germaine teemed to

Jlnnk fiom fimular attacks on himfelt by refigning the
{eals of his office to Mr. Welbore Ellis, and fceking a
rcteatin the houfe of lords.  On the twenty-fecond of
Febroary, gencral Conway moved for ¢ an addrefs
to the kg, emneflly inploring his majefly to litten to
the Lumible prayer and advice of his faithful commnons,
that the war on the continent of Ametica might no
Ionzar be putfued, for the impratticable puipefe of
1educing that countiy to obedience by foree.””  ‘This
was f{trencoufly oppoled by the new fecretmy for the
Awerican department ; and when the houfe divided
after a long debate, the minifry had fill a mujority,—
but a majority of one only, the numbers being 192 for,
and 193 againit the motion ; fo that the pyramidal edifice
of muniflerial power was now faid, by a marvellous and
mnagical inveifion, to refl upon its apex. Five days after,
the queftion was revived in a new form, decluring it to
be ¢ the opinion of the houfe, that a farther profecutiun
of cflenfive war againit America would, under prefent
circumftances, be the means of weakening the efforts of
this country againft her European enémes, and tend to
increafe the mutual enmity fo fatal tp the interefts both
of Great Britain'and America.” This was carried with-
out a divifion. After a variety of other very pointed at-
tacks, the lz@t; blow was intended to be ftruck gn the nine-
teenth of March, according to previous notice gjven by
the carl of Suiry ; but when his lordfhip was about (4
rife, lord North addieffed himfelf to the fpeakery and faid,
¢ that as he underftood MQ{@& of the noble lord’s mo~
tion
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tion to be the removal ot minifturs, he wifhed to prevent
the neceffity ot giving the houfe taither tiouble by 1n ex«
plicit declaration, that his majefty had come to a deter-
minationto make an entire change ot admimfttiation s
and he and his colleagues only retained their cfficial vitu-
ation till other mmitters were appointed to%eupy 12
places.” Upon this lord Surry confented to wawe+is mo-
tion ; and in nine days after, the new airangement was
announced to the houlr, and to the public at large. The
cabinet, formed under the aufpices of the marquis of Rock-
ingham, and including himtelf as firft commiflioner of thes
treafury, was compofed of the car] ot Shelbuine and Mr.
Fox, who were aPpointed fecretaries ot ftate; lord Cam-
den, prefident ot the council; duke ot Grafton, privy
feal ; lord John Cavendifh, chancello of the exchequer;
admiral Keppel, who was alfo created a vifcount, fuft
commiffioner of the admiralty; general Conway, com-
mander in chief of the forces ; duke of Richmond, mafter
general of the ordnance 3 lord Thurlow, who was con-
tinued in his office of lord high chancellor ; and Mr. Dun-
ning, created baron Afhbuiton, and made chancellor of
the dutchy ot Lancafter. The duke ot Portland fucceed-
ed lord Carlifle as lord lieutenant of Ireland ; Mi. Burke
was conltituted paymafter of the forces; and colonel
Bané, treafurer of the navy.

XX. The fi1ft bufinefs of national importance, brought
forward by the new miniltry, was the repeal of an ad
pafled in the reign of George I. for fecuring the depen-
dency of Ireland, againft which the loudeft and juftef
clamours had been raifed in that country. ‘This repeal,
which paffed both houfts without oppolition,was propeily
underftood as a virtual 1enunciation of the claim ot legj-
flating for Ireland. The power of fuppreffing or altering
bills in the privy council, and the perpetual mutiny bilk
were the {ther grievances, of which the Lifth had ‘made
fome yery urgent complaints. As thele points lay be-

“twieen the parliament of Treland and the king, they were
affured, by the lord lieutenant, of his majefty’s gracious
int-ations to give his affent £0.ats for abolix;ing the obe

noxious
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hoxious puwer abovementioned, and for limiting §the du-
1ation ot the mutiy aét to the term of two years, ‘The
Tith puliament and the whole nation werc ofo highly
g1 ygified with che fiborality of thefe conceiions, that a

Sleol je roufe of commons in that kingdom paffed
uNgimolviy fur raifing twenty thoufand feamen for the
forvice ot the Briudh navy.

XXI. Winle thele fieps were judicioufly taken to
foothe the difcontents and remov®: the jealoufics of the
people of Ireland, the new adminiftration were not in-
satrentive to the means of acquinng popularity at héme.
Bills fo difabling 1evenue-ofiicers from voting at clec-
tions, and cxcluding contractors from the houfe of com-
mons, which had been 1epeatedly negativad in the comfe
of a few yeurs, were now revived and pafled with appro-
bation and applaufe.  Mr. Burke’s reiorm bill was alfo
brought forwaid a third time, in confequence of a mef-
fage trom the king, rccommending the confideration of
an effectual planol ceconomy throughout all the branches
of the public expenditme. By this bill, which now pai-
fed, though not without fome waim oppofition in the
houfe of loids, the board ol trale, the board of works,
and the gieat wardrobe weie abolifhed, together with
the office of American fecretary of ftate, and many fine-
cure appointments.

XXII. Sobar the new miniftry, though compofed of
fone difiunant and janing principles, had conduéted pub-
lic affawrs with the appemiance of perfeét harmony ; but
the death of the marquis of Rockingham on the fult of
July threw their whole {yftem into the adtmoft diforder.
On the day fucceeding his deceale, the earl of Shelbuine
was declared firlt 1ord of the treatury. The acceptance
of this high and pre-cminent office, without any previous
communication with his colleagues, was confidered by
the Rockingham party as equivalent to a declatation of
political hoftility on the part of lord Shelburne. Mr. Fox
immediately refigned the feals as fecretary of the nor-
thern depaitment; Jord John Cavindifh his office as
sehancellor of the exchequéty she duke of Portland his

AN govemmem:
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government of Ireland ; a few others their feats at the
boards of treafury and admiralty ; and Mr. Birke his poft
of paymafter of the army. In confequence of their 1elig~
nations, the feals ot thefouthern department w regivgo to
the earlof Giantham, and of thenorthein to Mi; Themag,
Townthend, late [ecretary at war: fit G}l'*. i i?ge
fucceeded Mr. Townfhend : colonel Barré was mafic pay=
matter of the forces ; and Mr. Dundas was appointed in
his 10om treafurer of Yhe navy : lord ‘Temple fucceeded
the duke of Portland in the lord lieutenancy of Ircland 3
and Mr. William Putt, fecond fon of the late enl of
Chatham, was conftituted chancellor of the exchequers
The conduét of Mr. Fox and his followers at that time,
in fpite of their ingenious efforts in parliament to give it
a popular complexion, appeated to Le rather the refult of
irritated pride than eof genu ne patiiotitm. “L'he bicker-
ings of party, however, were lufpended in both houfes
by the clofe of the feflion on the eleventh ol July, when
the fjeech irom the thione, in addition to the ulual to-
pics, contained the welcome declaiation, ¢ that nothing
could be more repugnant to his majefly’s feelings, than
the long continuance ot fo complicated a war ; and that
his ardent defire ot peace had induced him to tuke every
meafure which promiled the fpeedicft accomplifhment of
his wifhes. The fuccefls of thofe meafures will be del~
cribed after a fhort fketch of the naval and military events
of the year.

XXII{. Intelligence arrived early in the fpring, that
general Murm{, governor of Minorca, had been com-
-pelled, after a fiege ot one hundred and feventy ore days,
to furrender that ifland to the arms of his Catholic ma-"
jefty; on the cighth of February. The news from the
Weft Indics weie ftill more pregnant with difafters.  The,
fuperiorify of the French in that quarter enabled them to
attempts and to execute almoft whatever they likvd.—
“The¥: recovered the Dutch fettlements of Demerary and
“Eflequibo in the fit month of the year. The old and

. waluable ifland of St. Chriftopher was doomed to be ¢,
mext victim to the calami+yOF the times, A gallant at-
tempt



A.D. 1782, CEORGF III. s
tempt made by admiral Hood for its relief, and the ad-
mitable bravery of the governor and garrifon proved in-
effeftual, The Jlands ot Nevis and Montfeirag followed
the fortune ot St. Chniftophei’s ; fo that ot all the former

. volielliong of Gieat Britain in the Weft Indies none re-

‘”)‘ﬂjned. " . Jamaica, Bubadoes, and Antigua. The
defign apainft Jamaica, which had been often adopted,
and as often laid afide or deferred, wds now revived with
more vigour and greater confiden® of fuccefs than ever,
The Spaniards hada powerful flect and a great hody of land

- forces at Hifpaniola and Cuba, who were turnifhed with
abundant provifion for wai, and in readinefs to join the
count de Giafle in the attack upon that ifland. The
junétion of the two fleets would have amounted to fixty
ihips of the line, and their military force was no lels for-
midable.

XXIV. Sir George Redney’s ariival at Barbadoes
with twelve {ail of the hine on the nineteenth of February
and his fubfequent junétion with fir Samuel Hood’s fqua-
dron, were fortunately decreed tobieak in upon the thread
of this defign againft Jamaica. It was now the count
de Grafle’s intention to avoid fighting, by all poffible
means, unti] he could*join the Spanifh fleet at Hifpaniola.
With this view, the French left the harbour of Fort
Royal at day-break on the eighth of Apiil ; and Rodney,
who had the ealieft intelligence of their novements,
made the fignal for a geneiral chafe. Early the next
moining he came up with the enemy under Dominique,
where the van of the Englifh engaged the rear of the
French ; but the continued calms prevented a general or
clofe aétion. Inthe moining of thecleventh a ftefh gale
fprung up, and the chale was renewed ; and towards
evening the headmoft fhips of the van gained fo much on
one or two of the enemy’s fhips, damaged in the late ac-
tion, that the count de Grafle thought it nekeffary to
bear down for the purpofe of prote&ing them. Sir George
Rodney, who had eagerly watched and waited for this
ppportunity, now mancewvred the fleet with fuch (kill, as

“t0 gain the windward of tifc <nemy during the night, and
. - entirely

i
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entirely to preclude theirretreat. At feven inthe inorning
of the tweltth, thetwo fleets, beingranged inlines dircétly
oppofite, engaged with the greatcit fmy.  Rodney’s fleet
amounted to thirty fix fail of the line ; that of de Grafle
only to thirty four, but higher rates, wxih‘-.iupmgr
weight of metal.  ‘The Ficnch flups being cre ¢ t;gl,w':_y.iﬂl
men, the carnage was prodigious ; but no vifiblefuupel=
fion was made, or matetial advantage pained till ubout
noon, when Rodney in the Formid ible, followed by his
feconds the Namur and the Duke, perceiving an accidental
interval which invited the attempt, bore direétly with
full failathwart the enemy’s line, and fuccefsfully broke
through, about three fhips fhovt of the center, where de
Grafie commanded in the Villede Paris.  Being quickly
fupported by the remainder of lus divifion, the Englifh
commander wore round clofe upon the enethy, and aélu-
ally feparated their line, placing the central fhips of the
French between two fires. ‘This bold and matteily ma-
nceuvre proved decifive. ‘The French however continued
to fight with the utmoft bravery, and the battle latted till
fun-fet. The Cefar was the firft fhip that fhiuck her
colours, having loft her captain, and being almoft torn
to pieces by her adverfuy’s fire.  Soon atterwards, by
fome unfortunate accident, fhe blew up, and every foul
op board paerithed. The Glorieux, the Heétor, the
Auident, now followed the example of the Caelar ; and
the Diadem went down by a fingle broadfide. De Grafle,
befet cn allfides, held out with heroic bravery, till hav-
ing three rifen only loft alive and unhurt on the upper
deck, he flruck to admiral Hood juft at fun-fet. Night
clofed the dreadful {cene.  ‘The fhattered 1¢mains of the
French fleet crowded all the fail they could make for
Cape Frangois ; and in the moining they were out of
fight, Sir Samuel Hood being detached to purfue the
flying enémy, came-up with five (ail off Porto Rico, and
captared the Jafon and Caton fhips ot the lines, and two
frigates, the third with difficulty clearing the Mona
paflag¥.. In whatever point of view this ation is confi-
dered, “either with regar}. to its immedinte advantages

. or
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o its rgmote effefts, it muft be deemed one of the moft
critically important, as well as moft glorious naval vic-

Z,?wries evwbtained by the arms of Britain. For fuch
aqineny tfvices admiral Rodney very defervedly objained
th ht&)rs of a peerage, with a perpetual annuity ot twe
hdufark| poynds annext to the title, and the unanimous
thanks brﬁ houfes of pailiament.

» XXV. Noth America afforded no military tranfac-
tion of any confequence during this period*. But the
campaign in Europe was rerdered memorable by an event
which refleéted no lefs honor on the Britifh arms than
Rodney’s exploit in the Weft Indies. This was gederal
Elliot’s defence of Gibraltar againft the laft defperate and

» unpaialleled efforts of the Spamfhmonarchy, Theduke
de Ciillon, conqueror of Minorca, was now appointed
to condudt the fiege, A number of floating batteries
were conftrutted upon a model, which, it was imagined,
would f{ecure them fiom being either funk or fited. ‘The
preparations were enormous in other refpedts.  The ar-
tillery of the whole kingdom feemed to be colleéted for
this fingle purpofe. Above eighty gun-boats and bomb-
ketches were to fecond the operations of the floating bat-
terics, with a multitude of frigates and {maller veflels,
while the combined fleets, amounting to fifty fail of the
line, wereto coverand fupport the attack. Some princes
of the blood and many of the French nobility hud res
paired to the Spanith camp, in order to witne!s the ine-
vitable fall of the fortrefs ; and, on the thirteenth of Sep-
tember, when the rock was to be ciubled nto dult, the
furrounding hills were covered with people, as though
all Spain were affembled to behold tir~pedtacle. The
day clofed in a manner widely different from their expec-
tations: the floating batterics were all confumed by the
Pprodigious and unintermitted fhowers of red-hot balls
that iflued from the garrifon; and above fifteen hundred

3.9( the Spaniards were fuppofed to have perithed in the

* Previous to the change of adminiftration, fir
Henry Clinton had refigned to fir Guy Caileton his
eommand in America. this
s Yoz, III. Dd-
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this fiery confli®t. To complete the triumph ot the Eng:
lith, losd Howe foon after performed the fignal and peris
lous fervice ot relieving Gibraltar, in thetvery face of théi
enémig, and urider fuch circumftances of inKricriry ‘a
force, ds not only fully to fupport, but highly t5 e alt
the naval 1enown of his country. S

XXVI. This was the latt affair of m.&i«ipormncé
during the continuance of the war in Europe; and thus
the military carcer of Britain, after her repeated misfor-
tunes, terminated with great fplendor.  All the bellige=
rent powers were now inclined to liften to overtures of
pacification. ‘The independence of America being vir-.
tually recognized by England, and a refolution againft \
offenfive operations having paffed the houfe of commons,f
the war with the colonies was in fact at an end. “The oris
ginal, though frantic purpofe of France being accomplifth=
ed, according to the contratted views of her rulers, fhe
had no farther motive to perfevere in a conteft, the expence
and danger of which began now to rufh upon her with
accuniulating force. Spain, after extraordinary exertions,
having failed in both her grand objets, the recovery of
Gibraltar and the conquelt of Jamaica, had little reafon
to flatter herfclf, that her future efforts would be more
effectual than the paft : and Holland would neither have
the inclination nor the ability to continue the war alone.
During the negociation with France and Spain, protrac-
ted chicfly in confequence of the demand in which Spain
for fome time perfifted of the ceflion of Gibraltar, pro=
vifional articles between Great Britain and America
were figned on the thiitieth of November, by which
the thirteen*piovinces were declared free and indepen-
dent ftates ; and, by a boundary line drawn much i
their favor, the country fouthward of the lakes on bhoth
fides of the Ohio,, and eaftward of the Mifliffippi way »
ceded to them, with a full participation of the ﬁfherie"-
on the banks of Newfoundland, and the gulf of St.Law-t
rence.  Thefe firfk advances towards a general peacewerd
mentioned in the fpeech from the throne at the meeting .
of both houfks on the fitth of December; but the ful‘x:‘ns
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~five ftate "of the treaties with other powers réndered any
farther difcpffion of the fubjeft, or communication® of
7 PABY ‘h time inexpedient and improper.
&) #XXVII. Pailiament, after a few dayseattend. .
\iceXadjourned to the twenty-firft of January, the day
,Preced’ 1g which preliminary articles were figned between
* Great] -i+fin, Fiance, and Spain, and were laid before
the two houfes on the feventeentll of February, By this
treaty, Great Biitain guaianteed to France the ifland of
"Tobago and reflored that of St. Lutia; alfo the fettle-
ments of Goree and Senegal in Africa; and Pondicherr
with other conquefts in the eaft. France, on her
part agreed to refwe.. all her conquefts n the Weft
Indies, cxcept Tobigo. His Catholic magcfty was
allowed to retain Minorca and Welt Florida, Eaft
Floiida being alfo ceded in exchange for the Bahamas,
which the governor of the Havannah had taken in the be-
ginning of the laft year., The demands of the Dutch
not only to have their fettlements reftored without giving
any thing in retwin, but to be indemuifled for the loffes
“and expences of the war, impeded for the prefent the con-
clufion of the treaty with thofe ftates, An addrefs of
thanks and approbaticn was carried in the lords by a ma-
jority of 72 to 59; but, in the lower houfe, an amend-
ment, withholding fuch approbation, yet affuring his
" majefty of their firm determination to adhere to the fevé-
ral articles, tor which the public faith had been pledged,
, was fupported by the combined adherents of lord North
and Mr. Fox, who fecmed to forget all paft animofitics
in a {udden league of inter{ﬁ‘:mq policy. The avowal
of fuch an union was indignantly“recer 5y a very ref-
spectable part of the houfe. Mr. Powis faid, ¢ This
‘was the age of ftrange confederacics. ‘The world had
feen great and aibitrary defpots ftand forth the protett-
. ors of an infantrepublic—France and Spain had combin«
-ed to eftablith the rifing libertics ot America. The houfe
now furveyetl the counter part of this picture—A MoN-
$TROUS COALLTION had taken place between a noble
Jord and an illuftrious commoner—The lofty affertor of
B bdz* . the,
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the regvg’;hve had ]OIned with the worfhi -
majd ot the people.” On the divifion effet of
“ this’ monﬁrous coalition’® was imme atk] &vzﬁble,-i‘.#
thci»ré appearing for the ammendment 225 agaitl’ Sof°
voices. .
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